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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The foldedin parts of a thin, pliant wrapper at the ends 
of a package are held in place by an adhesively attached 
area of thin bendable metal which, after opening the 
package, serves to re-close it by folding the wrapper and 
overlying area of thin metal. 

Background 0-)‘ the invention 
Many articles of merchandise are packaged by being 

wrapped in a piece of thin, pliant sheet material which 
resists creasing when folded. Thus, for example, a loaf of 
sliced bread is packaged by wrapping around the loaf a 
piece of thin sheet material, such as polyethylene ?lm, 
securing the overlapped portions of the ?lm lengthwise of 
the loaf, folding in the protruding parts at both ends of 
the loaf to close the package and adhesively securing a 
label to the folded parts to hold them in folded position. 
The package is opened by [rupturing the label so that 

the folded parts are released to permit access to the con 
tents of the package. If the contents are partially removed 
and it is desired to re-close the package, some additional 
element such as a rubber band, piece of string, or wire, 
will he required to hold the parts of the sheet material 
wrapper in closed relation because the thin sheet material 
resists creasing when folded and hence the package can 
not be closed by folding and creasing the parts of the 
Wrapper. 

Summary of the invention 

An object of the invention is to provide a package of 
the type described having improved means for re-closing 
the package after the initial opening thereof. Another ob 
ject is to provide such a package haying closure means 
carried by the wrapper and serving to hold the parts of 
the wrapper in original closed position and in re-closed 
position after the package has been opened. 

According to the invention, the folded-in parts of the 
wrapper positioned at least at one end of the package are 
held in original closed position by means of an area of 
thin bendable metal, such as aluminum foil, which is ad 
hesively secured to at least some of the parts. Access to 
the contents of the package is gained by rupturing the 
area of metal so that the folded-in parts of the wrapper 
are released to open the package. After the contents of 
the package have been partially removed, the package 
may be closed by ‘folding and creasing the parts of the 
metal area and the underlying parts of the wrapper. 

In order to facilitate rupture of the metal area, it is 
preferably weakened across its central portion by a score 
line or by forming oppositely positioned re-entrant por~ 
tions in the respective sides of the area. 

Brief description of the drawings 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a loaf of sliced 

bread in a wrapped package embodying the invention. 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary sectional view showing an end 

of a partially wrapped loaf of bread. 
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FIG. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view showing the 

method of folding in the end parts of the wrapper. 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view of one 

end of the package of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view of one end of 

the package after partial removal of the contents and re 
closure of the package. 

Description of preferred embodiments 
A preferred embodiment of the invention is disclosed 

in the drawings wherein 10 indicates, generally, a wrapped 
package embodying the invention. To illustrate the ap 
plication of the invention, an article such as a loaf of 
sliced bread 11 is wrapped in a piece of thin, pliant sheet 
material 12 which resists creasing when folded, such as 
polyethylene ?lm, for example. The overlapping portions 
of the wrapper 12 are united by a suitable adhesive or 
sealing step lengthwise of and on the bottom of the pack 
age as indicated at 13. The portion of the wrapper 12 
protruding at each end of the package has the side parts 
14 and 15 which are folded inwardly and the top and 
bottom parts 16 and 17 which also are folded inwardly, 
as shown in FIG. 3. 
The folded parts 14, 15, 16 and 17 serve to close the 

package and the parts are held in closed position by an 
area of thin bendable metal 18, such as aluminum foil, 
which is adhesively secured to the parts and preferably 
only to the top and bottom parts 16 and 17, respectively. 
To facilitate rupture of the area of metal 18, it is provided 
with a weakened portion extending transversely and cen 
trally thereof. This weakened portion may be provided 
by a score line 19 or by forming ire-entrant portions 20 
and 21 opposite each other at the periphery or sides of 
the area of metal to form a narrow neck 23 which con 
nects the upper and lower parts, 24 and 25, respectively, 
of the area of metal 18. 
The package may be opened by rupturing the area of 

metal 18 by tearing or cutting at the narrow neck portion 
23. Upon partial removal of the contents of the package, 
it may be re-closed by folding the protruding end parts of 
the wrapper and the overlying parts 24 and 25 of the area 
of metal. The parts of the thin, pliant wrapper 12 will be 
held in folded position to» close the package by the metal 
parts 24 and 25 which remain creased when folded. 

For the commonly used cellophane or polyethylene 
wrappers having a thickness of about .0015 inch, the area 
of metal 18 may be formed of steel foil with a thickness 
of vabout .001 inch or of aluminum -foil having a thickness 
of about .002 inch. The surface 'of the metal foil area may 
be overprinted so as to serve as a label. The metal foil 
area may be applied at one or both ends of the package. 
The invention is adapted for use under prevailing com 
mercial practices and with currently available wrapping 
machinery. 

While the invention has been shown in certain speci?c 
forms, various modi?cations can be made without de 
parting from the spirit of the invention as pointed out in 
the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A merchandise package comprising a thin sheet of 

pliant material resistant to creasing when folded, said 
sheet when wrapped about the merchandise having a tub 
ular section extending beyond one end of the latter, said 
tubular section including side end portions folded inward 
ly towards each other and top and bottom end portions 
folded toward each other in overlapping relationship to 
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