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'ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A container with multiple compartments having an in 
terior partition common to two of the compartments. 
The interior partition terminates below the top of the 
peripheral wall of the container and cooperates with a ?at 
member which is ?rmly adhered to the interior of the 
peripheral wall and to the top of the interior partition to 
form a substantially planar surface. A peelable sealing 
member is bonded to the upper side of the ?at member, 
and a cover member is positioned atop the peelable seal 
in tight frictional engagement with the top of the periph 
eral wall. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

This invention relates to enclosed containers, and more 
particularly to multi-compartment containers adapted to 
receive a peelable sealing material to form sealed com 
partments therein. 
Many containers have been developed which contain 

multiple compartments and a ledge or ?ange to which a 
peelable sealing material can be bonded to seal the com 
partments. Such containers have also been constructed 
of thermoplastic materials, such as polyethylene. Such 
containers, however, have generally been manufactured 
by deforming a ?at blank of thermoplastic material to 
form the compartments which have entirely separate walls 
connected by a horizontal ?ange. While such containers 
are adequate for some purposes, insu?icient strength is 
provided in both the side walls and ?ange to make the 
containers useful for holding large amounts of relatively 
heavy material. For example, no such containers have 
been discovered which are strong enough to hold several 
ounces each of different kinds of jellies, cheeses, peanut 
butters, etc. 

Others have provided containers with multiple, com 
mon-walled compartments within them, but such con 
tainers have not previously been adapted to receive a peel 
able sealing material cooperating with a recessed ?ange 
to maintain the quality and freshness of the material in 
such a container better than it can be maintained by 
snap-on or screw-on covers. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

The invention disclosed herein overcomes the prior art 
difficulties and provides a container which is adapted to 
receive a peelable seal and which is large enough to con 
tain several ounces, or even pounds, of material in each 
compartment. Generally, the container of the invention 
has a bottom, a peripheral wall, and an interior partition 
integral with the bottom and peripheral wall. The interior 
partition terminates below the top of the peripheral wall. 
A separate ?at member is ?rmly adhered to the interior of 
the peripheral wall and to the top of the interior parti 
tion to form a substantially planar surface within the con 
tainer. The planar surface of the ?at member is adapted to 
cooperate with peelable sealing material to form a tight 
seal over the compartments within the container. The ?at 
member de?nes apertures which are substantially cen 
tered over each of the compartments within the con 
tainer for access thereto. The upper surface of the ?at 
member is disposed below the top of the peripheral wall 
of the container so that a cover member can be placed 
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in frictional engagement with the top portion of the 
peripheral wall. The cover member is removable and 

_ replaceable in position to keep the material contained 
within the container fresh after the peelable seal is re 
moved and to provide a recessed central area on top of 
the compartment-s which is of su?icient strength so that 
a series of the containers may be stacked upon one 
another. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIGURE 1 is an exploded perspective view of a con 
tainer, peelable seal, and cover in accordance with the 
present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a top view of the container of FIGURE 1 

with the cover and sealing material removed; 
FIGURE 3 is a cross-section of the container taken 

along the line 3-——3 with the sealing material and cover in 
place; and 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of a modi?ed container 

utilizing the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The invention can be best described with reference to 
FIGURES 1 through 3. A container, generally designated 
10, is shown having a bottom 11 and an upwardly ex 
tending peripheral Wall generally designated 12 which has 
an uppermost portion 13 offset outwardly from the re 
mainder of wall 12 to form a horizontal ledge 14 on the 
interior side of wall 12. Container 10 also includes at 
least a ?rst partition 15 which is integral with bottom 11 
and peripheral wall 12. Interior partition 15 terminates 
below the top of uppermost wall portion 13 at a height 
substantially coplanar with ledge 14. Interior partition 15, 
as here shown, forms a substantially straight vertical com 
mon wall dividing the interior of container 10 into two 
compartments 16 and 17 of substantially equal size. Con 
tainer 10 may be formed of any number of suitable mate 
rials, but is preferably made of injection molded thermo 
plastic material; for example, polyethylene. The relative 
sizes of compartments 16 and 17 can be adjusted by chang 
ing the shape of the mold to any desired con?guration. 
A separate, substantially ?at member 18 is positioned 

on top of ledge 14 and on the top of interior partition 
15. Member 18 is preferably made of material identical 
to that used for container 10. Member 18 is secured to 
the interior of container 10 by heat bonding or an ad 
hesive. Member 18 forms a ?ange which extends inwardly 
from the wall-s of compartments 16 and 17. The ?ange 
edges are de?ned by a pair of generally rectangular aper 
tures 19 and 20 extending through ?at member 18. Aper 
tures 19 and 20 are slightly smaller than the area of com 
partments 16 and 17 immediately below them and have 
the center of each aperture substantially overlying the 
center of the compartment below it. Flat member 18 has 
a substantially planar upper surface which lies below the 
top of peripheral wall 12. 
The upper surface of member 18 is adapted to cooperate 

with a peelable sealing material 21 to form a seal over 
compartments 16 and 17. Peelable seal material 21 has 
an upwardly extending tab 22 on one side. When the mate 
rial 21 is in place atop ?at member 18, tab 22 is posi 
tioned adjacent uppermost wall portion 13, but tab 22 
is not bonded to portion 13 so it is movable with respect 
thereto. Material 21 is ?rmly bonded to the upper surface 
of ?at member 18 by either heat sealing or an adhesive 
material. The bonding processes and materials are well 
known. Tab 22 is adapted to be clasped by the user of 
the container and pulled upwardly land/or inwardly away 
from peripheral wall 12 to peel sealing material 21 from 
the upper surface of ?at member 18. j 
The container of FIGURES 1 through 3 is completed 
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with the provision of a removable and reusable cover 
member, generally designated 23. Cover member 23 in 
cludes a peripheral portion 24 which is adapted to ?rmly 
frictionally engage the exterior of the upper wall por 
tion 13. Peripheral portion 24 is connected to a recessed 
central portion 25 by an intermediate portion 26. Central 
portion 25 is downwardly recessed from the top of upper 
most wall portion 13‘ by an amount suf?cient to allow 
its lower surface to contact the upper surface of sealing 
material 21 when cover member 23 is ?rmly seated on the 
uppermost wall portion 13. Central portion 25 covers 
substantially the entire area interior to uppermost wall 
portion 13. Intermediate portion 26 is constructed to firm 
ly engage the upper interior and top of uppermost wall 
portion 13. Portions 24 and 26 cooperate with uppermost 
wall portion 13 to frictionally retain cover member 23 
on container 10. Cover member 23 is preferably con 
structed of the same material as that utilized for the re 
mainder of the container assembly. 

It should be noted that peripheral wall 12 of container 
10 preferably extends slightly outwardly as well as up 
wardly from bottom 11 and that uppermost wall portion 
13 is offset outwardly a su?icient distance so that the 
upper surface area of central portion 25 of cover member 
23 is at least as large as the exterior surface area of 
bottom 11. In that manner, a stackable construction is ob 
tained and a plurality of composite container and cover 
members may be stacked upon one another in a manner 
reducing the likelihood of tipping or sliding relative to one 
another. 

It is readily apparent that container 10 and cover 23 
may be constructed of wax paper, cardboard, or any num 
ber of other suitable materials as well as thermoplastics. 
Thermoplastics are generally preferred ‘because they are 
cheap, strong and readily susceptible to heat sealing proc 
esses. 

FIGURE 4 discloses a modi?ed container, generally 
designated 30, utilizing the inventive principles. Container‘ 
30 has a generally circular bottom 31 integral with an up 
wardly extending peripheral wall, generally designated 32, 
which has an uppermost portion 33 offset outwardly from 
the remainder of peripheral wall 32. Container 30 also has 
a plurality of interior partitions 34, 35 and 36 which are 
integral with bottom 31 and peripheral wall 22. Partitions 
34, 35 and 36 terminate below the top of peripheral 
wall 32 at a height coplanar with the bottom of outwardly 
offset uppermost wall portion 33. A ?at member 37 is dis 
posed within container 30. Its lower surface is in contact 
with the top of interior partitions 34, 35 and 36. Its 
periphery is in contact with the interior of peripheral wall 
32. Flat member 37 is ?rmly adhered to both the interior ' 
of wall 32 and the top of interior partitions 34, 35 and 
36. Flat member 37 has three apertures 38, 39 and 40 
therethrough and forms a ?ange extending inwardly from 
the walls of each of three compartments de?ned within 
container 30. 

Container 30 is adapted to receive a peelable sealing 
material on top of flat member 37 in the same manner as 
container 10 in FIGURES 1 through 3. Container 30 is 
further adapted to receive a cover member similar to that 
shown in FIGURES 1 through 3. 

It can be readily seen that many variations are possible 
within the scope of this invention. Any number of desired 
interior partitions may be used to form separated com 
partments having a common wall within the container. The 
replaceable cover member need not have a recessed cen 
tral portion when there is no problem of containers slid 
ing off of one another or tipping when stacked. Such a 
cover is retained by frictional engagement with only the 
exterior uppermost portion of the peripheral wall. A con 
tainer having such a cover member does have an advan 
tage if it is desired that the uppermost container not be 
lifted upward when removing it from the stack. However, 
containers having such cover members do suffer from the 
disadvantages that less structural support is provided im 
mediately over the peelable sealing material, thereby mak 
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4 
ing the sealing material more susceptible to rupture if the 
container is tipped or dropped. 

The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive 
property or privilege is claimed are de?ned as follows: 

1. In a container having a bottom, an upwardly extend 
ing peripheral wall and a ?rst interior partition integral 
with the bottom and peripheral wall forming a common 
wall of two separate compartments in the container, the 
improvement comprising: 

the ?rst partition terminating at a height below the top 
of the peripheral wall; and 

a separate substantially ?at member ?rmly adhered to 
the interior of the peripheral wall and the top of the 
?rst partition and forming a ?ange extending inward 
ly from the walls of each compartment, the ?at mem 
ber having a substantially planar upper surface 
recessed below the top of the peripheral wall adapted 
to cooperate with a peelable sealing material to form 
a seal over the compartments. 

2. A container according to claim 1 wherein: 
the peripheral wall has an uppermost portion offset 

outwardly from the remainder thereof to form a sub 
stantially horizontal ledge on the interior side of the 
peripheral wall; and 

the ?at member rests on and is ?rmly adhered to the 
ledge. 

3. The container of claim 1 further comprises: 
a peelable sealing material bonded to the upper surface 

of the flat member and completely covering the top 
of the compartments, the sealing material having an 
upwardly extending tab adjacent a portion of the 
peripheral wall and movable with respect thereto, 
the ‘tab being adapted to be grasped and pulled there 
by causing the sealing material to be peeled from the 
?at member. 

4. The container of claim 3 wherein: 
the bottom ?rst partition and peripheral wall are in 

jection molded thermoplastic; 
the ?at member is thermoplastic; and 
the sealing material is thermoplastic. 
5. The container of claim 3 which further comprises: 
a removable and reusable cover member having a down 

wardly extending peripheral portion adapted to ?rm 
ly engage the exterior of the peripheral wall, a down 
wardly recessed central portion adapted to contact 
the upper surface of the sealing material over sub 
stantially the entire area interior to the peripheral 
wall, and an intermediate portion connecting the 
central and peripheral portions adapted to ?rmly en 
gage the upper interior and top of the peripheral wall. 

6. The container of claim 5 wherein: 
the bottom, peripheral wall and ?rst partition are in 

jection molded thermoplastic; 
the sealing material, ?at member and cover member are 

thermoplastic; 
the bottom is rectangular; 
the peripheral wall slants outwardly as well as up 

wardly from the bottom and has an uppermost por 
tion offset outwardly from the remainder thereof to 
form a substantially horizontal ledge on the interior 
side of the peripheral wall; 

the ?rst partition forms a substantially straight vertical 
wall dividing the interior of the container into two 
compartments of substantially equal size; and 

the ?at member rests on and is ?rmly adhered to the 
ledge and has a pair of substantially rectangular 
apertures therethrough positioned so that one aper 
ture overlies each compartment with the center of the 
‘aperture substantially overlying the center of the com 
partment. 

7. A container according to claim 1 which further com 
prises: 

at least one additional interior partition integral with the 
bottom, peripheral wall, and ?rst partition forming a 
common wall of two separate compartments so that 
the container has at least three separate compartments 
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therein, the additional partition terminating at a 
height coplanar with the top of the ?rst partition 
and being ?rmly adhered to the ?at member. 

8. A container according to claim 1 wherein: 
the ‘bottom is rectangular; 
the peripheral wall slants outwardly as well as upwardly 
from the bottom; 

the ?rst partition forms a substantially straight vertical 
wall dividing the interior of the container into two 
compartments of substantially equal size; and 

the ?at member has a pair of substantially rectangular 
apertures therethrough positioned so that one aper 
ture overlies each compartment with the center of the 
aperture substantially overlying the center of the 
compartment. 
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