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Filed July 18, 1966, Ser. No. 566,106 
5 Claims. (Cl. 220-1) 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A waste receptacle including a body having an open 

upper end, a hollow base member having an internal cavity 
complementally dimensioned to receive snugly therein 
the lower portion of a body and having an access open 
ing for introducing material to weight the base mem 
ber, a top closure having an opening for providing access 
to the interior of the body and a door hinged upon the top 
closure and normally biased to close the opening with the 
top closure being detachabl-y latched to the body. 

This invention relates to waste receptacles and, more 
particularly, to novel waste receptacles which are particu 
larly suitable for use outdoors. 

In such applications it is necessary for the waste re 
ceptacle to be sufficiently durable to withstand the ele 
ments. Presently used waste receptacles either are built 
of metal which is su?iciently heavy so as not to be blown 
over when subjected to unusual wind or rain or of light 
weight materials secured by mechanical means to prevent 
them from being blown or pushed over. Additionally, the 
use of metal receptacles which must be painted in out 
door applications eventually results in the wearing or 
chipping off of the paint thereby allowing rust to form. 
The weight of a metal receptacle also requires that an 
additional receptacle within the metal one be used to 
serve actually as the waste receptacle. 
Waste receptacles formed of lightweight materials such 

as plastics are presently secured by some external means 
to prevent being blown or pushed over. For example, 
presently used lightweight receptacles are fastened to a 
weighted surface such as concrete by means of clips or 
are secured to a stanchion or post. The use of any of 
these external means lessens the mobility of the receptacle 
as well as increases the complexity of the receptacle unit 
itself. Many waste receptacles do not have adequate pro 
vision for preventing rain, snow and the like from getting 
into the interior of the receptacle and collecting there. 
Also, the receptacles allow moisture to stand under the 
receptacle and thereby cause corrosion. 
An object of this invention is to provide a novel waste 

receptacle which is lightweight yet is capable of with 
standing heavy winds and the like without being blown 
over or being otherwise pushed over. 
Another object is to provide a novel waste receptacle 

which is designed so as to minimize the possibility of 
precipitation either collecting within the interior of the 
receptacle or underneath the base of the waste receptacle. 
A still further object is to provide a novel waste re 

ceptacle which is capable of being easily moved from place 
to place as is desired. 
A further object is to provide a novel waste receptacle 

from which refuse may easily and simply be removed 
and the receptacle thereafter reassembled for reuse. 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention 
will become apparent from the following description and 
the ?gures in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a waste receptacle 

embodying the present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is an end elevation of the receptacle of 

FIGURE 1 With a portion broken away; 

10 

15 

20 

30 

45 

60 

65 

70 

3,394,832 
Patented July 30, 1968 

1C6 

2 
FIGURE 3 is a side elevational view of the receptacle 

of FIGURE 1 with a portion broken away; 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along 

line 4—4 of FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along 

line 5—5 of FIGURE 3; 
FIGURE 6 is a sectional view of the top closure of the 

waste receptacle of this invention taken along offset line 
6—6 of FIGURE 3; and 
FIGURE 7 is a cross section taken along line 7-——7 of 

FIGURE 3. 
While the following description will be directed to one 

illustrative embodiment of the present invention, it is to 
be understood that there is no intention to so limit the in 
vention. On the contrary, it is intended to cover all 
modi?cations, alternatives, and equivalents falling within 
the spirit and scope of the invention as expressed in the 
appended claims. 
The novel waste receptacle of this invention comprises, 

in general, a body having an open upper end, a base 
member having an internal cavity complementally dimen 
sioned to receive therein the lower portion of the body, a 
top closure having an opening therein providing access 
to the interior of the body, a door hinged upon the top 
closure to close the opening and means to latch the top 
closure to the body. The base member is hollow and 
access to its interior is provided for introducing material 
therein to weight it. 

Referring more particularly to FIGURE 1 of the draw 
ings, there is shown a perspective view of a preferred em 
bodiment of this invention. As shown, the waste receptacle 
comprises, in general, a body 12, a base 14 and a top 
closure 16. 
As can best be seen by referring to FIGURES 2, 3, 

and 7, the body 12 is of rectangular cross-section which 
can be used directly as a waste receptacle or to receive an 
inserted bag into which waste can be placed to facilitate 
its subsequent removal. The lower portion 18 of the body 
12 is recessed inwardly, on all four sides, as shown, for 
reception within the base 14. 
To receive the body 12 the base 14 is provided with an 

internal cavity which is complementally fashioned to re 
ceive snugly therein the lower portion 18 of the body 12. 
The side walls 20 are provided with tapered recesses and 
the lower portions 22 are slanted outwardly as shown at 
24. The lower portion 18 of the body 12 has comple 
mentally shaped bosses 26 that extend outwardly from 
the contiguous portions of the side walls of the lower 
portion 18. In position, the body 12 rests in the base 14 
with the bosses 26 positioned in a latching engagement 
with the tapered recesses 22 as generally indicated at 24. 

In accordance with one feature of this invention the 
interior 28 of the base 14 is hollow so that sand or other 
similar material can be introduced therein through an 
access opening 30 to increase the weight of the base 14 
to provide a stabilizing effect against the wind or any 
other force which would tend to upset the waste receptacle. 
The opening is adapted to be closed by an appropriate 
plug 32 to retain the weighting material. 

Another feature of this invention lies in the provision 
for preventing precipitation from collecting underneath 
the waste receptacle. Thus, the base 14 is formed with a 
central drain opening 34. The bottom wall 36 is arched 
upward slightly from the outer edges toward its center 
and is provided with diagonal upwardly-arched ribs 38' 
which extend from the central drain opening 34 outward 
ly to the corners of the base 14. The ribs 38, in addition, 
provide reinforcing or strengthening for the bottom of 
the base 14 to minimize downward bowing of the outer 
bottom wall 36 as well as providing drain-off channels for 
water from opening 34. While the use of a plurality of 
projecting ribs 38 is preferred, it has been found, partic 
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ularly for use indoors, that a single rib 38 is sufficient to 
provide adequate drainage. 

Another feature of this invention decreases the likeli 
hood of any precipitation getting into the interior of the 
body 12. As can best be seen in FIGURES 2, 3 and 6, top 
closure 16 is, at its lowermost extremity, of rectangular 
cross section with the two side walls 40 extending up 
wardly and inwardly and merging smoothly into its top 
wall 42. The end walls 44 extend upwardly and outwardly. 
Each of the end walls 44 has a large opening 45 therein 
through which access to the interior of the receptacle is 
provided. Adjacent the upper corners of the opening 45, 
horizontally apertured bosses 46 are provided which re 
ceive the outer ends of a hinge pin 48. The pin 48 is car 
ried adjacent the upper edge of a door 50. The door is 
fashioned to conform to the shape of the end wall open 
ing 45 and thus extends inwardly and downwardly from 
the pin 48. 
The outward spacing of the upper portion of the open 

ing ‘with respect to the lower portion provides a construc 
tion whereby the pivoted door 50 falls by gravity from an 
open position into a fully closed position in which a lower 
?ange 52 on the door 50 engages ?ange 54 that extends 
inwardly from and along the lower edge of the end walls 
44 of the top closure 16. The pivoted door 50 is thus nor 
mally biased to close the opening 45. 
As can best be seen upon reference to FIGURES 3, 4, 

and 6, there is another feature of this invention which 
provides the body 12 and the top closure 16 with means 
de?nining juxtaposed surfaces indicated at 6‘1 and 62 for 
supporting the top closure 16 upon the body 12 and for 
preventing relative endwise movement thereof with respect 
to the body. As shown, the end walls 56 of the body 12 
terminate in outwardly turned lips 58. The lips 58 provide 
reinforcement for the upper edge portions of the body end 
walls 56 and have rounded corners which merge with the 
side walls of the ‘body 12. The lower edges of the end 
‘walls 44 of the top closure 16 have depending skirts 60 
which are positioned adjacent the interior of the end walls 
56. The horizontal portions of the end walls 44 of the top 
closure 16, which are adjacent the depending skirts 60, 
rest upon the upwardly facing juxtaposed surfaces 61 and 
62 of the lips 58, thereby carrying the weight of the top 
closure 16. The depending skirts ‘60 terminate in an in 
wardly facing channel 61 to provide additional reinforc 
ing, Also, the depending skirts 60 are recessed inwardly 
from each side of the end walls 44 so that the depending 
skirts 60 ?t snugly between the side Walls 64 of the body 
12. 
Some users of the instant receptacle may wish to utilize 

an auxiliary waste container such as a disposable plastic 
or paper bag (not shown) to facilitate trash removal from 
the container. To this end such a container, e.g., a thin 
polyethylene bag can be placed within the body 12. En 
gagement, between the two juxtaposed surfaces 61 and 62 
can be utilized to grip the edges of such an inserted bag. 
Moreover, this engagement tends to discourage entry of 
the water into the interior of the body 12. 
To latch the top closure 16 to the body 12, the side 

walls 64 of the body 12 terminate in ?anges 65 which are 
?rst turned inwardly, as indicated at 66, and are then ex 
tended upwardly as shown at 67 and then outwardly as at 
68 to de?ne outwardly-opening horizontal channels 70. 
Centrally of the horizontal channels 70, there are pro 
vided upward ‘boss-like extensions 72 that de?ne enlarged 
openings into which a user can insert his ?ngers and 
thereby obtain a grip. on the top closure side walls 40 for 
lifting the top closure 16 from the body 12. Along the 
lower edges of the side walls 40 of the top closure 16 
there are partial ?anges 74 which extend horizontally in 
ward. The partial ?anges 74 are centrally interrupted at 
76 to thereby provide along the lower side edges of the 
top closure 16 two inwardly projecting ledges which are 
spaced apart a distance substantially corresponding to the 
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outer dimension of the boss-like extensions 72 of the body 
?anges 65. 

Thus, when the top closure 16 is to be placed on top of 
body 12, the user, with his ?ngers grasping the lower edge 
of one of the side walls 40 centrally thereof, places the 
partial ?ange 74 of the other side of wall 40 in the corre 
sponding outwardly opening horizontal channel 70 and 
adjacent the outward portion of the ?ange 65, Using the 
thus positioned partial ?ange as a hinge, the user lowers 
the top closure 16, pulls the partial ?ange 74 outwardly 
so that the ?ange can pass over the body ?ange 65. The 
user then releases the body ?ange 65 so that it can spring 
back into the channel 70 thereby latching the top closure 
16 in place. 
To remove the top closure 16 from the body 12 the 

user grasps the lower edge of one of the side walls cen 
trally thereof and pulls the corresponding partial ?ange 
74 outwardly while raising the partial ?ange 74 past the 
body ?ange 65. Removal is completed by withdrawing 
the partial ?ange 74 on the other side of the top closure 
out of the channel 70. The enlarged channel portion in the 
handle area provides access to the inner central portion of 
the top closure’s side Walls for the user’s ?ngers when 
latching and removal is to be effected. 

In order to allow the body 12 to be easily moved, the 
uppermost portion of the ?ange 65 is turned horizontally 
inward at 78 to provide the user with a ?nger hold to 
grasp the body 12. 
The body 12, the base 14 and the top closure 16 can 

be made of any material which can withstand weathering 
and is lightweight yet is durable. The material should 
have su?icient ?exibility to allow slight distention so that 
the top closure can be easily placed in position or re 
moved. Linear polyethylene has been found to adequately 
meet the above requirements. 
From the foregoing it is apparent that a waste container 

embodying the functions of the present invention provides 
a durable, lightweight receptacle for trash and other waste 
which is particularly adapted to be used outdoors. The 
novel construction provides means to increase its base 
weight yet does not reduce its mobility so that even strong 
winds will not upset it and thus impair its ‘usefulness. The 
novel construction minimizes the possibility that any pre 
cipitation will get into either the interior of the body or 
will collect in or underneath the base. Further, the con 
struction of the top closure, in addition to minimizing the 
possibility of entry of any precipitation into the interior 
of the body, provides, in combination with the body, 
means for securely retaining the top closure in place on 
the body yet facilitates removal by a user to permit empty 
ing of collected waste. 
We claim as our invention: 
1. A waste receptacle comprising, in combination a 

body having a side wall, an open upper end and a recessed 
lower portion, a hollow base having an internal cavity 
complementally dimensioned to receive snugly therein the 
recessed portion of said body, said base having an access 
opening for introducing material therethrough to weight 
said base, a closure for said access opening, the walls of 
said internal cavity of said base being provided with 
tapered recesses, the lower portions of the walls of said 
cavity being slanted outwardly, said recessed portion hav 
ing complementally shaped bosses extending outwardly 
from the recessed portion to snugly ?t within said tapered 
recesses, a top closure having an opening therein for pro 
viding access to the interior of said body, a door hinged 
upon said top closure and normally biased to close said 
opening and means for latching said top closure to said 
body. 

2. A waste receptacle comprising, in combination, a 
body having end and side walls and an open upper end, 
a hollow base having an internal cavity complementally 
dimensioned to receive snugly therein the lower portion 
of said body, said base having an access opening therein 
for introducing material therethrough to weight said base 
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member and a plug complementally dimensioned and po 
sitioned to close said access opening, a top closure having 
end and side walls and an opening in at least one of said 
end walls for providing access to the interior of said body, 
a door hinged upon said top closure and normally biased 
to close said opening, ?rst means on said body and top 
closure respectively de?ning juxtaposed surfaces for sup 
porting said top closure upon said body and for prevent 
ing relative endwise movement thereof with respect to said 
body, said ?rst means including horizontally extending 
lips on said body end walls and depending skirts on said 
top closure end walls having horizontal downwardly fac 
ing portions adapted to be positioned upon said body lips 
to carry the weight of the top closure, and second means 
on said body and top closure for latching the same to 
gether with said juxtaposed surfaces in engagement, said 
second means including said body side walls terminating 
in ?anges ?rst turned inwardly, then extended upwardly 
and then outwardly to de?ne outwardly-opening horizon 
tal channels and said top closure side walls having partial 
?anges extending horizontally inward which are positioned 
to engage in a latching relationship said body ?anges. 

3. The waste receptacle of claim 2 wherein centrally 
of said horizontal channel there are upward boss-like ex 
tensions whereby the user can insert his ?ngers to obtain 
a grip on said body to separate it from said base and said 
partial ?anges are centrally interrupted to de?ne a pair of 
inwardly projecting ledges spaced apart a distance corre 
sponding to the laterial dimension of said boss-like exten 
sions and said body ?anges. 

4. A waste receptacle comprising, in combination, a 
body having end and side walls, an open upper end and 
a recessed lower portion, a hollow base having an internal 
cavity dimensioned to receive snugly therein the recessed 
portion of said body, the walls of said internal cavity of 
said base being provided with tapered recesses, the lower 
portions of the walls of said cavity being slanted out 
wardly, said recessed portion having complementally 
shaped bosses extending outwardly from the recessed por 
tion to snugly ?t within said tapered recesses, said base 
having an access opening therein for introducing mate 
rial therethrough to weight said base member, a plug com 
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6 
plementally dimensioned and positioned to close said ac 
cess opening, a top closure having end and side walls 
and an opening in at least one of said end walls for pro— 
viding access to the interior of said body, a door hinged 
upon said top closure and normally biased to close said 
opening, ?rst means on said body and top closure respec 
tively de?ning juxtaposed surfaces for supporting said top 
closure upon said body and for preventing relative end 
wise movement thereof with respect to said body, and sec 
ond means on said body and top closure for latching the 
same together with said juxtaposed surfaces in engage 
ment. 

5. A waste receptacle comprising, in combination, a 
body having end and side walls, an open upper end and 
a recessed lower portion, a hollow base having an internal 
cavity complementally dimensioned to receive snugly 
therein the recessed portion of said body, said base hav 
ing an access opening therein for introducing material 
therethrough to weight said base member and a plug com 
plementally dimensioned and positioned to close said ac 
cess opening, the Walls of said internal cavity of said base 
being provided with tapered recesses, the lower portions 
of the Walls of said cavity being slanted outwardly, said 
recessed portion having complementally shaped bosses ex 
tending outwardly from the recessed portion to snugly ?t 
within said tapered recesses. 
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