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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A paint distributor for use with paint rollers or the like 
comprising a perforated sheet preferably of expanded 
metal and including sleeves at opposite side edges in 
which are journaled ‘bars having extending in a common 
direction feet and hooks at opposite ends beyond the ends 
of the sheet whereby the hooks and feet can be pivoted 
toward the plane of the sheet to minimize storage space 
and the feet and hooks can be adjustably positioned to 
accommodate the sheet to various sized cans and/or a 
paint tray. 

This invention relates to a paint distributor for use 
with a paint roller which is adapted to be used with a 
paint container. 
As is perhaps well known, rollers are quite often used 

in painting and it is desirable to distribute the paint on 
a roller surface by rolling a roller back and forth across 
the surface. The instant invention provides such a sur 
face which also includes structure adapted to adjustably 
hang the surface from several various sizes and shapes 
of paint containers such as a paint can, in which event 
the surface or sheet is hung from the lip or rim of the 
can or, in the case of the painter’s tray, the distributor 
sheet is also adapted to be suspended as is shown in the 
drawings. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a paint 
distributor for use with a paint roller which includes a 
sheet de?ning a frictional surface which includes side 
bars rotatably connected along the opposing edges of the 
sheet with each bar carrying a foot at one end and an arm 
at the other end with the arm being adapted for hooked 
up engagement with the rim of a paint container and 
with the feet adapted to rest in the container to space 
the sheet from a container wall, the said rotatable con 
nection of the side bars adapting the paint distributor for 
knocked-down or substantially planer con?guration when 
in shipment by merely rotating the side bars so that the 
feet and arms together with the main plane of the sheet 
are generally coplaner and whereby the distributor may 
be adjustably arranged on varying size diameter paint 
containers by merely rotating the side bars so that an 
equilength chord may be traversed of the diameter of a 
circular container mouth as seen in plan. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a paint 
distributor for use with a paint roller which is adapted 
for hooked-up engagement with a container which is 
composed of inexpensive parts, which is simple in con 
struction, which is adapted to be shipped and stored in 
a knocked-down version, and which is adjustable for at 
tachment to various size containers. 

In accordance with these and other objects which will 
become apparent hereinafter, the instant invention will 
now be described with reference to the accompanying 
drawings illustrating a preferred embodiment thereof. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the instant paint 

distributor; 
FIGURE 2 is a side elevation view of the instant paint 

distributor; 
FIGURE 3 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the ar 
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rangement of the instant invention with the paint con 
tainer; and 
FIGURE 4 is a side elevation view in cross-section il 

lustrating the instant invention in hooked-up engagement 
with a painter’s tray which in turn is supported on the 
rung of a conventional stepladder. 

Referring to the drawings, wherein like reference char 
acters designate like or corresponding parts throughout 
the different views, and referring more particularly to 
FIGURE 1, the numeral 12 generally designates a sheet 
of expanded metal de?ning a frictional perforate surface 
having crests 14 and troughs 16 on either side of through 
recesses or apertures 18. Side bars 29 and 22 are rotatably 
connected along opposing edges of the sheet with each 
side bar having a foot 24 and 26 at one end 28 of the 
sheet and, at the other end 3% of the sheet, an arm 32 
and 34. It is noted that the side bars are of a length sub 
stantially greater than that of the opposing edges. In the 
preferred embodiment, the side bars are slidably cap 
tivated in a tunnel or through recess 36 and 38 which is 
defined by a reverse bending of the marginal edges of the 
opposing edges of the sheet. Each of the arms is sub 
stantially reversely belt so as to de?ne an acute included 
angle indicated by the numerals 40 and 42 de?ning a 
hook with a ‘bite between the arm and the side bar. The 
feet of the side bar extend outwardly of the longitudinal 
axis of the respective side bar and de?ne an included ob 
tuse angle 46 and 48. It will be noted that by reason of 
this arrangement, the side bars may ‘be rotated such that 
the respective feet and arms of the side bars are in con 
fronting relation and are disposed in substantially co 
planer relation with the main central plane of the sheet. 

In use, the bite of the hook is adapted to be connected 
over the rim 52 of a paint contianer 56 as indicated at 
53. It will be noted that by reason of the rotatability of 
the side bars the hooks are adapted to engage the rim ir 
respective of the diameter of the container so long as 
the diameter or greatest distance across is large enough 
to accommodate the distance between the side bars. Fur 
ther, it will be noted that the feet will cause the main 
paint distributing surface of expanded metal to be spaced 
outwardly of the wall of the container and, preferably, 
the expanded mettal is drawn such that the crests are on 
the arm side face of the sheet so that the natural draining 
will be as shown in FIGURE 3. Alternatively, the paint 
distributor may be utilized with a painter’s tray by hook 
ing the arms over the near side edge of the said painter’s 
tray which is designated by the numeral 58 in FIGURE 
4. In this embodiment it will be seen that the feet can be 
rotated so as to raise the expanded metal sheet above 
the ‘distributor ?oor 69 of the tray above the well 62 so 
that the paint may be distributed with the excess dripping 
through the holes of the expanded metal and draining in 
to the well 62. When not in use the arms and feet may 
be rotated toward one another so that the paint distributor 
will occupy a minimum of space. 

While the instant invention has been shown and ‘de 
scribed herein in what is conceived to be the most prac 
tical and preferred embodiment, it is recognized that de 
partures may be made therefrom within the scope of the 
invention, which is therefore not to be limited to the 
details disclosed herein but is to be accorded the full 
scope of the claims so as to embrace any and all equiva 
lent apparatus and articles. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A paint distributor for use with a paint roller com 

prising: a sheet having portions de?ning a rough fric 
tional perforate surface, and side bars rotatably con 
nected along opposing edges of said sheet, each said side 
‘bar having a foot at one end of the sheet and each of 
the side bars having an arm at the other end of the sheet 
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with said side bar arms and feet extending outwardly 
beyond the said one end and said other end of the sheet, 
said arms comprising reversely bent portions of the side 
bars de?ning a hook with the bite of the hook being 
adapted to engage the rim of a paint container and the 
‘feet comprising a bend of common angularity to act as 
a strand, when the bite of the hook engages the rim of 
a paint holding container, so that the distal end of the 
feet are adapted to rest on the container. 

2. A device as set forth in claim 1 wherein said side 
bars are both slidably and rotatably connected to the 
sheet. 

3. A device as set forth in claim 1 wherein the mar 
ginal edges of said opposing edges of the sheet de?ne a 
tunnel and one of said side bars is slidably and rotatably 15 
captivated in each of the tunnels. 

4. A device as set forth in claim 3 wherein said feet 
and arms of each side bar extend in a common direc 
tion. 

4 
5. A device as set forth in claim 4 wherein the side 

bars are both slidably and rotatably connected to the 
sheet. 

6. A device as set vforth in claim 1 wherein said feet 
5 and arms of each side bar extend in a common direction. 
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