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ABSTRACT OF DISCLOSURE 

Sign span supports comprising a pair of posts adapted 
to be secured adjacent the shoulders or margins of road 
ways, formed with adjusta'ble interconnecting plate mem 
bers to hold the posts at the :desired spaced relation and 
with vertically adjustable clamp support members for 
adjustment to support the sign span. 

This invention relates to adjustable supporting struc 
tures for signs, spans and other objects disposed margin 
ally along the highways, including inherent adjustable 
features such that it may -be stored at strategic locations 
by highway departments, contractors and others, and 
readily moved to and assembled at the site, in Short 
order, as and where required, to provide essentially unin 
terrupted service While the damaged structure is repaired 
and restored to service. Thus the invention serves an 
important safety function, avoiding loss of life land prop 
erty due to the “down” time -required for repairs to struc 
tures and, provides essentially uninterrupted continuity 
of service. 

Highway accidents and damage due to extreme weather 
conditions and other causes frequently result in fractur 
ing of sign and other structures which must be maintained 
along -highways for safety. Heretofore such damage often 
eliminated signs for extended down time required for 
repair and replacement-a dangerous and ineñicient situ 
ation. The present invention provides a highly adaptable 
means for prompt replacement of damaged and downed 
sign and other structures and is equally adaptable to 
straddle the road or provide roadside replacements, as 
required, and is adaptable to the needs of the particular 
installation. Devices embodying the invention may be 
stocked at strategic locations for prompt installation at' 
the site of the damage, and are highly versatile to accom 
modate signs and other indicia of various contours 4and 
dimensions as required. In addition, the versatile features 
of the invention adapt it for use as original installation. 
The drawings, illustrating procedures and devices use 
ful in carrying out the invention, and the description 
below, are exemplary only of the invention, which shall 
be deemed to cover all other devices and procedures corn 
ing within the scope and purview of the appended claims. 

In the drawings, wherein similar reference characters 
indicate like parts: 
FIG. l is a side elevational view of an adjustable sign 

span support frame embodying the invention, showing, in 
dotted lines, span members positioned thereon, 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged, partly sectional plan View of 

a clamp member which maybe used in connection there 
with, taken at line 2-2 of FIG. 3, 
FIG. 3 is an elevational, sectional view of said clamp 

member, taken at line 3_3 of FIG. l, 
FIG. 4 is a horizontal sectional view taken at line 

4-»4 of FIG. 1, 
FIG. 5 is a transverse sectional view, taken at line 

5-5 of FIG. 4, 
FIG. 6 is a partly fragmentary, elevational view, 

showing one of the shafts disposed closer to the other 
shaft than in FIG. l, 
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FIG. 7 is a horizontal sectional View thereof taken 

at line 7--7 of FIG. 6, 
FIG. 8 is an end elevational view of the clamp mem 

ber, taken at line 8_8 of FIG. 3, and 
FIG. 9 is an enlarged vertical sectional view of the 

plates alone, taken at line 9-9 of FIG. 6. 
As shown in the drawings, the adjustable sign span 

support of the invention comprises a pair of shafts 10 
and 11 to be secured, `at one end, to a supporting surface 
(FIG. 1) as, for example, by securing base plates 12, 13 
to the lower ends of said shafts and the supporting sur 
face 14 in any desired or convenient manner, after posi 
tioning the posts at the desired site in predetermined 
spatial relation, as below set forth. The posts are provided 
with handholes 1S, adjacent the lower end thereof, closed 
by a suitable door for access to the interior of the posts 
in connection with wiring and accessories such as ballast, 
etc. The wiring is preferably disposed interiorly of the 
shaft 10 and connected to underground cables or lthe like 
passing through the base plates 12 and into the lower 
ends of posts, which may be provided with outlets or 
plugs 16, so that the wires so positioned in the posts may 
be connected with the sign, etc. to be so powered. Plugs 
16 may be of any conventional or desired type and may 
he normally sealed. 
An elongated plate 20 is fixed (FIG. 4) -at one end 

(as by welding or the like 21), to shaft 10 to extend there 
from in essentially right angle relation thereto. An elon 
gated plate 22 is fixed at one end to the second shaft 11, 
as by welding the same thereto at 23, so as to similarly 
extend therefrom in essentially right angle relation. Said 
plates 20, 22 :are so ñxed to the shafts 10, 11 substantially 
equadistant lthe lower ends 24, 25 of the said shafts (FIG. 
l) so that said plates may be relatively moved in aligned 
parallel abutment and secured together by suitable means 
below described to define a predetermined spaced rela 
tion. - 

The above description of plate 20 fixed to the shaft 
10 is equally applicable to other plates correspondingly 
numbered and secured to said shaft in vertically spaced 
relation. 
The description herein as to plate 22 is equally appli 

cable to one or more correspondingly numbered plates 
secured to shaft 11 in vertically spaced relation as shown 
in FIG. l. 
As above noted, means are provided for axially adjust 

ably connecting the plates, to thereby connect the shafts 
in predetermined desired spaced relation. To that end, one 
of the plates, such as 20, may be provided with a plu 
rality of apertures 26 therethrough, and the other plate, 
such as 22, may have a group of apertures 27 axially dis 
_posed therein so that, on registry of the plates at the de 
sired point, on passing bolts 28 or other means through 
the so registered apertures 27 and 26, the shafts 10, 11 
may be secured together (FIG. 1) with the plates 22 and 
20 in slight endwise overlapping relation, or (FIG. 7) in 
substantially overlapping relation. Thus precise juxtapo 
sitioning of shafts 10 and 11 may be achieved to accom 
modate the particular frame 40 to be supported. 
Clamp members 29 and 30 are secured to the posts in 

predetermined desired position between the opposite ends 
31, 32, 24, 25 of said posts; ends 31, 32 may have elec 
trical outlets 33, 34 if desired. 

It will -be apparent, from the foregoing description, that 
pursuant to the invention, the posts 10, 11 may be posi 
tioned in a simple and accurate manner at the predeter 
mined desired spatial relation, to accommodate the sign 
or other structure (40, FIG. 1) which may span the dis 
tance between posts 10, 11 and be received on the brackets 
29 and 30, clamp members 29 being secured to the posts 
at precisely the desired vertical position for supporting the 
frame 40. 
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The plate 20 may be made of outwardly opening 
C-shaped outline (FIG. 9) and the plate 22 of inwardly 
opening C-shaped outline, said plates sliding back to back 
(FIG. 9) for adjustment of the spatial arrangement of 
the shafts. A plurality, for example, four bolts 28 may 
be passed through the plates to secure them together, if 
desired, as shown (FIGS. l, 6). 
Clamp members 29, 30 may be single units or a plu 

rality of units correspondingly numbered, and of corre 
sponding construction, as in FIG. l, spaced apart verti 
cally on shafts 10 and 11. Clamp member 29 may engage 
clamp member 30 having a base portion 42 to support 
frame 40 and having slots 45 (FIG. 2) through which 
U~bolts 44 or other anchoring means may be passed (FIG. 
8) to secure frame 40 to the clamp members and thus to 
the posts. The collar and base portions 29, 42 may be se 
cured together by bolts 4S (FIG. 3). As will be apparent 
from the foregoing, the horizontal relative spatial arrange 
ment of the posts 10 and the vertical positioning of the 
supporting brackets 29 may be readily attained at the 
site, the brackets being slid along the posts and secured 
at the precisely desired positions on tightening bolt or 
other means 45. 
A second plate 50 (FIG. 4) may be fixed at one end 

to the ñrst mentioned shaft 10 substantially 180° from the 
plate 20, as by welding the same thereto at 51 and pro 
vided with apertures corresponding with aperture 26 of 
the plate 20. Likewise, a second plate 52 may be secured 
as by Welding at 53 to shaft 11. Plates 50, 52 may be 
provided with apertures for reception of bolts in the fash 
ion above described in connection with the plates 22 and 
20. The second plates 50 and 52 have sliding abutting in 
tcrengagement (FIG. 5) and are disposed diametrically 
apart from the ñrst plates 20, 22 on the shafts 10 and 11 
and in parallel aligned relation therewith and may like 
wise 'be disposed spatially along the height of the posts 10 
and 11 as described above in connection with plates 20 
and 22 and shown in FIG. 1. 
From the foregoing, it will be noted that the posts 10 

and 11 and associated parts may be positioned marginally 
along the shoulder or margin of a roadway and a second 
assembly therewith positioned at the opposite side of the 
roadway if desired to accommodate spans traversing the 
road, or a single assembly may be positioned along a sin 
gle side of the road to accommodate frame structures to 
be so displayed. 
While the foregoing disclosure of exemplary embodi 

ments is made in accordance with the patent statutes, it 
is to be understood that the invention is not limited there 
to or thereby, the inventive scope being defined in the 
appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. An adjustable sign span support frame comprising 

a pair of shafts to be secured at one end to a support 
surface, in spaced relation, 

10 

15 

20 

30 

35 

40 

4 
an elongated plate ñxed, at one end, to one of the shafts 

and extending therefrom in essentially right angular 
relation thereto, 

an elongated plate fixed at one end to the second shaft 
and extending therefrom in essentially right angular 
relation thereto, 

said plates being so fixed to said shafts substantially 
equidistant the ends of said shafts, so that such shafts 
may be disposed with said plates in registry and in 
slidable abutment, 

means connecting the plates, to secure them together 
axially adjustably to thereby provide a support for 
a sign span, 

a second plate fixed at one end to one shaft at a point 
substantially diametrically opposed to the point of se 
curing the first mentioned plate thereto, 

whereby the plates so secured to said shaft will extend 
therefrom in spaced parallel relation, 

a second plate fixed at one end to the other shaft, at a 
point substantially diametrically opposed to the point 
of securing the lirst mentioned plate thereto, 

whereby the plates so secured to said other shafts will 
extend therefrom in spaced parallel relation, 

and said plates will thereby be so secured to the shafts 
in sliding abutment. 

2. In an adjustable sign span support frame as set forth 
in claim 1, 

said plates being formed of outwardly opening C-shaped 
outline. 

3. In an adjustable sign span support frame as set forth 
in claim 1, 

clamp members secured to the shafts above the plates 
so secured thereto, 

said clamp members having elongated base portions ex 
tending at substantially right angles to the plane of 
the post, when the clamp members are so secured 
thereto, for so supporting the sign, and 

said base portions being provided with elongated slots 
to receive anchoring means for so securing signs 
thereto. 
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