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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A safety cap for an extension cord comprising a plurality 

of ?at rectangular portions integrally connected by ?exi 
ble webs. The central portion is provided with a restricted 
slot for receiving the extension cord to mount the safety 
cap. The outer portions are provided with spaced parallel 
flat tabs which enter the slots‘in the electrical tap to be 
frictionally retained therein and to dielectrically close 
the slots. 

My present invention relates to electrical cords and ter 
minals and more particularly to a novel safety cap for an 
extension cord. 
The principal object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a safety cap for a multiple outlet terminal on an elec 
trical extension cord. ‘ 
A further object of the present invention is to provide a 

simple device mounted on the terminal cord for plugging 
one or both of the free outlets on a multiple outlet cord. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a 
safety cap or plug device which is independently operated 
but can readily be attached to the multiple outlet extension 
cord. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a 
safety cap which is comparatively inexpensive to manu 
facture and can be readily assembled with the safety cord 
at a minimum of cost. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a 
safety cap which is frictionally retained within the outlet 
portions so that a small child cannot readily remove it 
from the extension cord. 
With the above and other objects and advantageous fea 

tures in view, my invention consists of a novel arrange 
ment of parts more fully disclosed in the detailed descrip 
tion following, in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings, and more particularly de?ned in the appended 
claims. 

In the drawings, 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a multiple outlet at the 

end of an extension cord equipped with the safety cap 
of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a rear view .of the same. 
FIG. 3 is a side elevation thereof. 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the safety cap. 
Small children are extremely curious. Especially babies 

at the crawling stage have been known to push all types 
of objects into wall receptacles and getting severely in 
jured by the electric shock. To prevent this, safety plugs 
are used so that wall outlets not occupied with an exten 
sion can be closed up and sealed by means of a dielectric 
plug. These plugs are removable when it is desired to actu 
ally use the outlet. However, where extension cords are 
used to reach a lamp or other appliance, the unused por 
tions of the multiple terminal present the same hazards 
as the empty wall outlet. To this end, the present inven 
tion is designed to provide a safety cap which is readily 
mountable on an extension cord and is designed to plug 
up the unused portions of the multiple outlet so as to pro 
tect children from injury. 

Referring more in detail to the drawings embodying my 
invention, FIG. 1 illustrates a conventional extension cord 
assembly having a dual wire 10 extending from a standard 
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plug, not shown, for insertion into a wall socket, and‘ a 
multiple female terminal 11 mounted at the end of the 
cord 10. The terminal 11 and cord 10 are assembled in a 
conventional manner and preferably with the terminal 11 
molded of vinyl plastic material and molded to the end 
of the cord 10. The terminal 11 is of conventional design 
having a front wall portion 12 with the pair of spaced 
terminal openings 13 for receiving the plug at the end of 
the appliance or lamp. The center of the multiple termi 
nal 11 is provided with the transverse portion 14 having 
openings at each end to provide two additional spaces for 
receiving two additional plugs. These are the openings that 
are usually left open when only a single appliance is at 
tached to the front of the extension cord. 

In accordance with the present invention I provide a 
safety cap such as illustrated in FIG. 4. This comprises a 
plastic, dielectric member 15 molded in integrally con 
nected ?exible sections so that it can be mounted on the 
electrical cord 10 and extend over and into the opposed 
slots on the section 14 of the terminal. The member 15 is 
thus molded with a central rectangular comparatively thick 
portion 16 having adjacent interconnected central openings 
17 adapted to grip the cord lead connection 10 as shown 
in FIG. 2. A slot 18 extends from one side edge and com 
municates with the portion 17 so that the member 15 can 
be slipped on to the electrical cord connection 10 by means 
of the slot 18 which is tight but will give resiliently to 
permit a snap assembly. Adjacent opposite sides of the 
central member 16 are similar comparatively thick plastic 
members 19 and 20 each integrally connected to an edge 
of the member 16 by a thin ?exible membrane 21. By 
moulding the plastic material thin at the portions 21 they 
will easily ?ex whereas the members 16,. 19 and 20 are 
molded thicker and are more rigid. 
At the outer ends, the member 19 is connected to an 

other thick portion 22 by an integral ?exible web portion 
23. The member 20 is connected to an end portion 24 by 
an integral ?exible web portion 25. The outer edges of the 
portions 22 and 24 are tapered at 26 to provide a ?nger 
engaging edge. The portions 22 and 24 are molded with 
integral elongated rectangular tabs 27 extending at right 
angles from each side edge, see FIG. 4. The width of 
the member 15 is such that the spacing between the mem 
bers 27 is approximately equals to the spacing between the 
plug openings such as 13. However, the ?t is tight, with 
the spacing slightly smaller so that the members 27 will 
grip the inside edge of the plug openings. This accentuates 
the friction between the two plastic elements, the member 
11 and the member 15. 
Now when the member 15 is mounted on to the cord 

lead connection 10 as shown in FIG. 2 with the cord ex 
tending through the slot 18 and into the Openings 17, it 
1will be found that pressure on the portions 22 and 24 will 
force the members 27 into the opposed slots into the posi 
tion shown in FIGS. 1 and 3. Since there is friction be 
tween the elements, some pressure is necessary and the 
parts will resist separation so that a small child or baby 
will not be able to remove the safety cap 15. The flexible 
connections between the members 16, 19, 20, 22 and 24 
permit adjustment of the rear member 16 in sliding along 
the cord 10 'when the members 27 are forced into the 
openings. This takes care of any variations in the length 
of the member 15 and allows manufacture without regard 
to close tolerances. If it is desired to use any of the cross 
contact portions of the element 11, it is merely necessary 
to place the thumb or finger under the end 26‘ of either the 
top‘or bottom member 22 or 24 and lift. the portion out 
of the particular cord plug openings. In this connection it 
should be noted that if one portion is lifted out the other 
one still remains in place so that each end of the safety 
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cap can be independently operated without disturbing the 
other end. 
The cap 15 can readily be molded in a single piece at 

small cost. To assemble it to the conventional cord lead 
connection it is merely necessary to slip the cord through 
the slot 18. Therefore, the safety cap and its assembly 
adds very little to the general overall cost of the extension 
cord. 

It should be noted that the safety feature of the cap 
of the present invention is concentrated in the end por 
tions 22 and 24 with the extending tabs 27. The balance 
of the construction is designed to mount the safety cap 
on the device so that it is always present and ready for 
use. To this end the connecting portions 19 and 20‘ and 

_ even the rear panel 16 may be made of thin ?exible mem 
brane or any other type of connection. The illustrated 
construction is ‘designed to provide safety plus strength so 
that if the device is stepped on or otherwise abused it will 
not be dislodged or ‘broken. Other advantages of the pres 
ent invention will be readily apparent to a person skilled 
in the art. 

I claim: 
1. In an extension cord in which a length of two con~ 

ductor electrical cord is provided with a contact plug at 
one end and a multiple tap at the other end having a pair 
of flat longitudinal plug receiving slots and a pair of ?at 
transverse slots adapted to receive a contact plug at each 
end, a safety cap ‘for said transverse slots comprising a 
dielectric member mounted on said extension cord, and in 
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which said dielectric member comprises a plurality of ?at 
rectangular portions integrally connected by flexible webs, 
and means on said member ‘for plugging the outer ends 
of said transverse slots when not in use. 

2. A safety cap as in claim 1, in which one of said rec 
tangular portions is provided with a restricted slot for 
frictionally receiving said extension cord to mount said 
member on said extension cord. 

3. A safety cap as in claim 1, in which said means com 
prises spaced ?a-t dielectric tabs extending at right angles 
from said member and adapted to frictionally enter and 
plug said transverse slots. 

4. A safety cap as in claim 3, in which said member is 
provided with a restricted slot for frictionally receiving 
said extension cord to mount said member on said exten 
sion cord. 
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