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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A beverage dispensing device includes a cylindrical tank 
having an oval opening in one end thereof, a transparent 
cover inside the tank closing said oval opening, the trans 
parent cover having a portion de?ning a portion of a dis 
pensing valve, the tank having an end member with a 
convex lower surface below the dispensing valve onto 
which the tank can be gently rocked. 

This invention relates generally to a beverage dispens 
ing device, and more speci?cally to such a device of the 
pressurized-tank type normally stored in home refriger 
ators for use. 
Although the principles of the present invention may be 

included in various dispensing devices, a particularly 
useful application is made in a pressurized home beer 
dispenser. Heretofore, these devices have not included any 
means by which the user could readily ascertain the quan 
tity of beer remaining. An approximation could be ob 
tained by lifting the device, but owing to its own mass, 
such an evaluation at best is extremely unsatisfactory. 
About the only simple method remaining for the user to 
determine the quantity of beverage remaing was to pick up 
the tank and shake it and thus feel or sense the amount of 
beverage sloshing around therein. However, such agita 
tion of beer immediately prior to its being dispensed ren 
ders its carbonation entirely unstable so that in some in 
stances virtually nothing but foam can be withdrawn 
therefrom. This is because the beer in its agitated or un 
stable state upon being depressurized as it enters the 
drinking vessel at ambient pressure breaks into such foam. 
The present invention contemplates the utilization of a 

cover of transparent plastic material to enable a visual 
determination of the quantity of remaining beer. Further, 
the cover of transparent plastic material forms a part of 
a dispensing valve, and thereby any party interested may 
readily ascertain the cleanliness of the valve visually. 
Such determination may be made prior to ?lling or at any 
time thereafter in the trip-cycle of the container before 
it is again re?lled. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a simple means by Which the user may ascer 
tain the quantity of beer remaining in a pressurized type 
of home beer dispenser. 
Another object of the present invention is to enable 

the ascertainment of the quantity of beer remaining in 
a beverage dispenser without any agitation thereof. 
A still further object of the present invention is to en 

able visual determination of cleanliness within the dis 
pensing device. 
Many other advantages, features and additional ob 

jects of the present invention will become manifest .to 
those versed in the, art upon making reference to the de 
tailed description and the accompanying drawing in which 
a preferred structural embodiment incorporating the prin 
ciples of the present invention is shown by way of illus 
trative example. 
On the drawing: 
The single ?gure is a side elevational view, partly 
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broken away and cross-sectioned, of a pressurized home 
type of beer dispenser provided in accordance with the 
principles of the present invention. 
As shown on the drawing: 
The principles of this invention are particularly useful 

when embodied in a beverage dispensing device such 
illustrated in the drawing, generally indicated by the nu 
meral 10. The dispensing device 10 includes a pressuriz 
able tank 11 of cylindrical con?guration which is provided 
with protective means 12, 13 at its ends. One axial end 
of the tank 11 is provided with a relatively large oval aper 
ture which is surrounded by a ?ange 14. On the inner 
side of the ?ange 14, there is provided an O-ring 15 
against which a cover 16 is disposed. The arrangement 
described provides a pressure-tight seal wherein internal 
pressure aids in holding the cover 16 in pressure-tight 
relation against the ?ange 14. As the cover and opening 
are oval-shaped, the structure is readily installed in and 
removed from such position by hand from the outside in 
the absence of internal pressure. 
A carbonated beverage such as beer 17 is disposed 

within the tank and is kept under pressure by means of 
structure generally indicated at 18. Such pressure forces 
the beverage through ‘a line 19 leading to a valve chamber 
20 which forms a part of the cover 16. A valve element 
21 is selectively moved through the agency of an actuator 
22 to cause the beer to be dispensed through a spout 23. 
The cover 16 is made of transparent plastic material, 

and the user is thereby enabled to see therethrough to 
see the level of beverage 17 within the tank. Slight gentle 
rocking of the tank on the curved end 12 facilitates such 
determination when the level of beer 17 is below the low 
est part of the cover 16. Further, as the material of the 
cover 16 is transparent, the viewer is also enabled to de 
termine the cleanliness of the valve chamber 20. Such 
viewing is particularly helpful at the brewery prior to 
?lling, and is a desirable merchandising or commercial 
feature as the prospective purchaser can readily establish 
that the interior of the opaque tank is most likely clean. 
If an unwanted ?lm were deposited on the interior of the 
tank, it would also appear on the inside of the cover, and 
thus impair viewing and indicate a lack of cleanliness. 
However, ordinarily, it will be expected that the device 
will be internally clean, and therefore the most important 
aspect of this invention is the ability of the user to ascer 
tain the liquid level without agitation of the same. This 
feature is particularly desirable in that the manufacturer 
can provide this feature without additional components, 
machining, or labor. 
Although various minor modi?cations might be sug 

gested by those versed in the art, it should be understood 
that I wish to embody within the scope of the patent 
warranted hereon all such embodiments as reasonably 
and properly come within the scope of my contribution 
to the art. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A beverage dispensing device comprising in com 

bination: 
(a) a pressurizable opaque tank of cylindrical con?g 

uration having an oval opening at one end thereof 
de?ned by a radially inwardly directed ?ange; 

(b) an oval cover disposed inside said tank in sealing 
relation to the inner side of said ?ange, said cover 
comprising transparent material and enabling the 
quantity of beverage in said tank to be visually ascer 
tained from the outside; and 

(c) a manual dispensing valve having a housing, a por 
tion of which housing is integral with the cover and 
therefore transparent, said housing portion being so 
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arranged that the internal cleaniness of the valve may 
be visually ascertained from the outside. 

2. A beverage dispensing device according to claim 1, 
in which said ?ange is spaced radially inwardly from the 
perimeter of said tank and in which the end of the tank 
adjacent to said cover is provided with an end member 
having a convex lower surface substantially tangent to 
the cylindrical portion of the tank and disposed below 
the outlet of the valve and radially spaced from said 
cover and onto which convex lower surface the tank may 
be gently manually rocked from its normal supported 
position for enabling viewing of an otherwise out-of 
sight quantity of contents without agitation thereof. 

3. A beverage dispensing device comprising in com 
bination: 

(a) a pressurizable tank having an opening at One end 
thereof de?ned by a radially inwardly directed ?ange, 
said ?ange being ‘spaced radially inwardly from the 
perimeter of said tank; 

(b) a cover disposed on said tank in sealing relation 
to said ?ange, said cover comprising transparent ma 
terial; 

(c) a manual dispensing valve secured to said cover; 
and ~ 

((1) an end member secured to the end of said tank 
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adjacent to said cover, said end member having a 

convex lower surface substantially tangent to the side 
of said tank‘and disposed below the outlet of said 
valve and radially spaced from said cover and onto 
which convex lower surface said tank may be gently 
manually rocked from its normal supported position 
for enabling viewing of an otherwise out-of-sight 
quantity of contents without agitation thereof. 
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