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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A poster holder comprising a base and a plurality of 

clamping members about the base wherein each clamping 
member includes a pivoted holder spring biased to hold 
the poster against said base. 

This invention relates to poster holders. Its objects 
include the provision of a poster holder having border 
frame members which are quickly and easily opened and 
closed and which, when in both their open and closed 
positions, are yieldingly held in their fully open and fully 
closed positions, as the case may be; also which is of an 
extremely simple yet rugged construction with a mini 
mum of moving parts and which holds the poster tightly 
against the back panel of the poster holder; also which 
has springs for providing the yielding force and mounted 
on sprin0 supports which also limit the sidewise motion 
of the poster within the border opening by serving as stops. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
come apparent during the course of the following descrip 
tion of the accompanying drawings, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a top plan view of a poster holder accord 

ing to one form of the invention, in its closed position 
with central portions omitted to conserve space and with 
one of the border members broken away to show the 
spring construction beneath it; 
FIGURE 2 is a right-hand side elevation of the poster 

holder shown in FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged vertical section taken along 

the line 3——3 in FIGURE 1, with the open position of the 
poster border member shown in dotted lines; and 
FIGURE 4 is a section similar to FIGURE 3, through 

a modi?cation of the invention embodying the same prin 
ciple. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, FIGURE 1 shows a 
poster holder, generally designated 19, according to one 
form of the invention having an open-centered border 
frame 11 including four elongated border members 12 
preferably formed of extruded aluminum and arranged 
in a rectangular pattern upon a back panel or poster 
mounting panel 14 which may be conveniently made of 
hard ?berboard, metal, wood or plastic. The border mem 
bers 12 are yieldingly held in either their closed or open 
positions by spring devices, generally designated 16, in 
the manner described below. The poster 18 is held against 
the back panel 14 by the border members 12. 
Each border member 12 is in the form of a channel 

member of irregular cross-section (FIGURE 3), with an 
upper wall structure 19, including an outer side wall 20 
which is substantially vertical, and a top wall 21. A lever 
flange 22 extends inwardly from the side wall 20 approxi 
mately perpendicular to the side wall 21) and terminates 
in an upstanding rounded pivot rib 24. The rib 24 has a 
rounded approximately cylindrical pivot surface 26 ex 
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2; 
tending therealong and offset upwardly above a down 
wardly-extending rounded rolling fulcrum rib 28 having 
an approximately cylindrical rolling fulcrum surface 30 
extending longitudinally therealong. The bottom ?ange 
22 has an upwardly and inwardly-inclined bottom surface 
2 which slopes upward and inward from the rolling ful 

crum surface 39 to the pivot surface 26 so as to raise the 
inner edge of the bottom ?ange above the panel 14. At 
its upper edge, the vertical wall 20 of each border mem 
ber 12 has a rounded junction bead 34 with the top wall 
19, which is downwardly and inwardly inclined and ter 
minates in a rounded inner edge head 38. Spaced out 
ward from the bead 38 is the upper edge 39 of an inner 
inclined wall 46 which extends downward and inward to 
an inner clamping edge 42 and forms a groove 44 with 
the overhanging end portion 45 of the top wall 21. The 
border member 12 is conveniently extruded from alu 
minum and cut to the proper length. The ends 46 are cut 
off at an angle of 45° to the outer wall 30 so as to fit the 
adjacent ends 46 of the adjacent border members 12. 
The spring devices 16 are mounted two to a border 

member 12 on the peripheral portions of the back panel 
14 so as to be concealed beneath the inclined top walls 
21 of the upper wall structure thereof in locations near 
the oblique ends 46 of the border members 12. Each spring 
device 16 consists of a washer or spacer 50 preferably 
of metal, the lower surface of which engages the upper 
surface 43 of the back panel 14 (FIGURE 3). Mounted 
on the upper surface of the Washer 50 is the base portion 
52 of a leaf spring or resilient ?nger 54 which tapers from 
the base 52 outward to a rounded upstanding contact end 
56. The latter has a concave cylindrical pivot surface 58 
of curvature substantially coaxial with the convex cylin 
drical pivot surface 26 of the border member 12 so as to 
mate therewith. The leaf spring 54 is so mounted that 
it presses downward upon the pivot surface 26 of the con 
tact rib 24 and is held ?rmly against the washer or spacer 
50 by a tubular rivet ‘60 passing through holes 62, 64 and 
66 in the back panel 14, Washer 50 and base 52 respec 
tively of the leaf spring 54. 

In the operation of the invention, let it be assumed that 
the border members 12 have been raised from their solid 
line positions to their dotted line open and raised posi 
tions, such as is shown for one border member 12 in 
FIGURE 3. The opening of each border member 12 is 
easily accomplished by inserting the ?nger tips into the 
groove 44 and pulling upward and outward upon the rib 
38. When this occurs, the border member 12 pivots 
around the convex pivot surface 26 of the upstanding rib 
24 while the lever ?ange 32 swings upward and outward 
as the rounded fulcrum surface 3%} of the downwardly 
extending rounded rib 28 rolls or slides along the upper 
surface ‘58 oftthe back panel 14. As this occurs, the ful 
crum surface 30 passes beneath the pivot surface 26, which 
pushes the tip 56 of the leaf spring 54 upward into dotted 
line position against the thrust of the leaf spring 54, so 
that the thrust of the spring 54 through its tip 56 is ?nally 
exerted in a vertical line which extends outward beyond 
the bottom ?ange surface 32. In so doing, the pivot rib 
26 of the lever ?ange 22 passes over the dead center pro 
vided by the fulcrum rib 28 and thus the leaf spring 54 
exerts a downward thrust upon the lever ?ange 22 which 
holds the border member 12 in its open position. The 
poster 18 may then be dropped into the central space of 
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the back panel 14 with the washers or spacers 50 serving 
as limiting stops (FIGURE 3). The border members 12 
are closed upon the poster 18 by inward pressure exerted 
upon the top walls 21 while in the dotted line positions, 
one of which is shown in FIGURE 3. 
As this occurs, the lever ?ange 22 swings from a ver 

tical position toward a horizontal position while the ful 
crum surface 39 rolls inward along the top surface 48 
of the back panel 14, during which the pivot surface 26 
passes over dead center and receives the full downward 
thrust of the leaf springs 54. This gives a snap action 
which forces the edge 42 of each border member 12 into 
?rm engagement with the poster 18 and holds it immov 
ably in position. The parts have now assumed the solid 
line positions shown in FIGURE 3. Due to the fact that 
the bottom surface 32 of the upwardly-inclined lever 
?ange 22 is spaced away from the top surface 118 of the 
panel 14, the constant pressure of the leaf springs 54 
thereon gives a lever action which constantly urges the 
inner edge 42 against the poster 18, preventing slippage. 
FIGURE 4 shows how the ornamental appearance of 

the poster holder of FIGURES 1 to 3 inclusive may be 
altered while retaining the advantages and mode of opera 
tion thereof, similar parts being designated with the same 
reference numerals increased by one hundred. Thus, in 
FIGURE 4, the upper Wall structure 119 of the border 
member 112 is of curved con?guration with a rib 145 
added for convenience of grasp by the ?nger tips. The 
lever ?ange 122, fulcrum rib 128 with rolling fulcrum 
surface 130, pivot rib 124 and rounded pivot surface 126 
remain the same, and the spring devices 116 and panel 
114 are substantially unchanged. The mode of operation 
likewise remains the same as described above in connec 
tion with FIGURES l to 3 inclusive. It will thus be evi 
dent that the con?guration of the upper wall structure 19 
or 119 may be varied widely without departing from the 
principles and characteristics of the invention. Further 
more, it will be evident that types of springs other than 
the leaf springs 54 or 154, such as helical compression 
springs, may be employed to exert the downward pres 
sure upon the lever ?ange 22 or 122. 
What I claim is: 
1. A poster holder comprising 
support means adapted to have a poster mounted there 

on; 
border members on said support means for releasably 

holding said poster, 
each of said border members being movable be 

tween an open poster receiving position and a 
closed poster holding position; and 

spring means holding said border members pressed 
against said support means and pivotally inter?tting 
therewith to hold the same for pivotal movement 
on said support means, 

each of said border members including top and 
outer side wall portions, 

said side wall portion having a fulcrum bearing 
edge arranged to slide laterally relative to said 
support means when said border member is 
opened or closed, and 

a lever ?ange extending inwardly from said fulcrum 
bearing edge terminating in 

a pivot edge inter?ttingly engaging and coacting with 
said spring means, 

said lever ?ange being spaced from said support 
means when said border member is closed, and 
said pivot surface being closer to said top wall 
than said fulcrum bearing edge, 

whereby to provide an over center condition for 
said spring means in both the open and closed 
positions of said border member and to make 
the full force of said spring means available 
to hold said border member either open or 
closed. 

2. A poster holder, according to claim 1, wherein said 
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4 
fulcrum bearing edge is rounded and has a rolling or slid 
ing engagement with said supporting means during swing 
ing of said border member between its open and closed 
positions. 

3. A poster holder, according to claim 1, wherein said 
spring means comprises leaf springs secured to said panel 
with their outer end portions pivotally engaging the pivot 
edges of said border members. 

4. A poster holder, according to claim 3, wherein the 
inner end portions of said leaf springs are secured to said 
support means. 

5. A poster holder, according to claim 3, wherein spac 
ing elements are disposed between the inner end portions 
of said leaf springs and said support means. 

6. A poster holder according to claim 3 wherein said 
spacing elements perform the double function of 

positioning said leaf springs generally parallel to said 
panel so that the spring force is directed toward and 
generally at right angles to the plane of the panel 
and of 

providing stops for positioning and centering a poster 
in said poster frame. 

7. A poster holder comprising 
a poster mounting panel; 
an open-centered border frame including 

a plurality of elongated border members disposed 
in end-to-end relationship adjacent said panel 
around the open center of said frame and each 
being movable between an open poster receiv 
ing position and a closed poster clamping posi 
tion; and 

resilient means coacting with said border mem 
bers and exerting a force thereon constantly in 
the direction of said panel to hold the same se~ 
lectively in one or the other of said positions, 

each of said border members having an upper 
wall structure including interconnected top 
and outer side wall portions, 

21 fulcrum bearing‘ edge on said side Wall por 
tion adapted to slide or roll on said panel 
when said border member moves between 
the open and closed positions, and 

a lever ?ange extending inwardly from said 
fulcrum bearing edge and terminating in 

a pivot edge engaging and coacting with said 
resilient means, said lever ?ange being 
spaced from said panel when said border 
member is closed, and 

said pivot surface being closer to said 
top wall than said fulcrum bearing 
edge, 

whereby to provide an over center con 
dition for said resilient means in both 
the open and closed positions of said 
border member and to make the full 
force of said resilient means available 
to hold said border member either 
open or closed. 

8. A poster holder comprising 
support means on which a display poster is adapted 

to be placed, 
border members on the margins of said support means, 
spring elements on said support means below said bor 

der members, 
means forming inter?tting pivot connections between 

said border members and said spring elements, said 
border members being retained on said support 
means solely by said spring elements and being piv 
otable on said connections either to open poster 
receiving positions or to closed poster-clamping and 
holding positions, and 

means forming over-center mountings for said pivot 
connections coacting with said spring elements to 
hold said border elements positively in both said 
open and said closed positions. 



8,386,198 
5 

9. The combination as set forth in claim 8 including 
fulcrum bearing edge portions on said border members 

disposed to engage and slide along said support 
means during pivotal movement of said border mem 
bers and mutually coactive with said pivot connec 
tions to maintain said border members positioned 
and oriented on said support means. 
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