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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

This disclosure relates to a railing construction wherein 
a panel arrangement is secured to and between a pair of 
adjacent support posts, the panel arrangement having an 
upper frame member that is received in facing channels 
of the support posts and is provided with a transverse 
web that directly rests on the tops of the support posts 
to suspend the panel arrangement between the support 
posts . 

This invention relates to improved railing constructions 
and to improved parts for such railing constructions or 
the like. 

Heretofore, railing constructions or the like have been 
formed of complicated structures and assembled and fab 
ricated by complicated procedures whereby an attractive 
versatile railing construction was difficult to achieve. 

However, by following the teachings of this invention, 
an improved, attractive and versatile railing construction 
can be provided by utilizing the improved parts of this 
invention. 
Another feature of this invention is to permit the panel 

means which are to be secured between adjacent verti 
cally extending support posts to be prefabricated at the 
factory or the like whereby the same can be shipped in 
prefabricated condition to be readily utilized between the 
support posts located at the desired location, the panel 
means of this invention and support posts being so con 
structed and arranged that ?eld cutting thereof to com 
pensate for minor errors and bowing of the panel con 
structions is completely eliminated because of the adjust 
able attaching means between the panel means and sup 
port posts of this invention. 

In particular, the panel means of this invention in 
cludes an upper frame member that has opposed ends 
adapted to be telescopically received in inwardly facing 
channels of a pair of adjacent, spaced support posts while 
having a transverse web thereof directly resting on the 
top of the upper ends of the support posts to suspend 
the panel means therebetween. The upper frame member 
can include downwardly extending ?anges that overlap 
?anges of the support posts and be secured thereto by 
fastening means passing through the overlapping portions 
of the ?anges of the upper frame member and the sup 
port posts. In this manner, misalignment between the 
support posts and panel means will be compensated for 
by the degree of telescopic relation between the facing 
channels of the support posts and the opposed ends of 
the upper frame member of the panel means. 

Accordingly, it is ‘an object of this invention to pro 
vide an improved railing construction having one or more 
of the novel features set forth above or hereinafter shown 
or described. 
Another object of this invention is to provide improved 

parts for such a railing construction or the like. 
Other objects, uses and advantages of this invention 

are apparent from a reading of this description which 
proceeds with reference to the accompanying drawings 
forming a part thereof and wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a fragmentary, perspective schematic 
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view illustrating one embodiment of the railing construc 
tion of this invention. 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged, fragmentary view illustrat 

ing the method of forming one of the parts of the railing 
construction of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURES 3-6 are views similar to FIGURE 2 and 

respectively illustrate the methods of forming other parts 
of the railing construction of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 7 is an enlarged, fragmentary, cross-sectional 

view taken on line 7-7 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 8 is a perspective view illustrating one of 

the fastening members utilized in the construction of 
FIGURE 9. 
FIGURE '9 is an enlarged, fragmentary, cross-sectional 

view taken on line 9—-9 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 10 is a perspective view illustrating another 

embodiment of the fastening member illustrated in FIG 
URE 8. 
FIGURE 11 is an enlarged, partial, cross-sectional 

view taken on line 11—11 of FIGURE 1 except that the 
capping- member thereof is removed. 
FIGURE 12 is an enlarged, cross-sectional view taken 

on line 12——12 of FIGURE 1 with the capping members 
removed. 
FIGURE 13 is a fragmentary, cross-sectional view 

taken on line 13—13 of FIGURE 12. 
FIGURE 14 is a side view of one of the panel means 

utilized in the railing construction of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 15 is an enlarged, fragmentary, cross 

sectional view taken on line 15-45 of FIGURE 1 with 
the capping member removed. 
FIGURE 16 is an enlarged, fragmentary, cross 

sectional view taken on line 16—16 of FIGURE 1 with 
the handrail thereof removed. 
FIGURE 17 is an end view illustrating a capping mem 

ber similar to FIGURE 5 secured to the extrusion of 
FIGURE 4. 
FIGURE 18 is a view similar to FIGURE 12 and illus 

trates another embodiment of this invention. 
FIGURE 19 is 'a front view of a preassembled panel 

section for forming the railing construction of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 20 is a fragmentary front view of another 

railing construction of this invention. 
FIGURE 21 is an enlarged fragmentary top view, par 

tially broken away, of the structure illustrated in FIG 
URE 20. 
FIGURE 22 is an enlarged, fragmentary, partially 

broken away side view of the structure illustrated in 
FIGURE 20. 
FIGURE 23 is a fragmentary, cross-sectional view 

taken on line 23~—23 of FIGURE 22. 
FIGURE 24 is a fragmentary, cross-sectional view 

taken on line 24—24 of FIGURE 22. 
FIGURE 25 is an enlarged, fragmentary, partially 

broken away side view of the structure illustrated in 
FIGURE 20. 
FIGURE 26 is a fragmentary, cross-sectional view 

taken on line 26—26 of FIGURE 25. 
FIGURE 27 is a fragmentary, cross-sectional view 

taken on line 27—27 of FIGURE 25. 
FIGURE 28 is a schematic perspective view illustrating 

the method of forming one of the parts of the railing 
construction illustrated in FIGURE 20. 
FIGURE 29 is an end view of the part illustrated 

in FIGURE 28 having the channel thereof closed by a 
cover means of this invention. 
FIGURE 30 is a view similar to FIGURE 20 and il 

lustrates another embodiment of this invention. 
FIGURE 31 is an enlarged, cross-sectional view taken 

on line 31—31 of FIGURE 30. 
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FIGURE 32 is an enlarged, cross-sectional view taken 
on line 32—32 of FIGURE 30. 
FIGURE 33 is an enlarged, fragmentary, partially 

broken away view of part of the structure illustrated in 
FIGURE 30. 
FIGURE 34 is a fragmentary, perspective view illus 

trating one method of forming a part of the structure 
illustrated in FIGURE 30. 
FIGURE 35 is a view similar to FIGURE 20 and il 

lustrates another embodiment of this invention. 
FIGURE 36 is an enlarged, cross-sectional view taken 

on line 36—-36 of FIGURE 35. 
FIGURE 37 is an enlarged, fragmentary, partially 

broken away view of part of the railing construction illus 
trated in FIGURE 35 . 
FIGURE 38 is a view similar to FIGURE 20 and il 

lustrates another railing construction of this invention. 
FIGURE 39 is an enlarged, fragmentary, cross-sec 

tional view taken on line 39—39 of FIGURE 38. 
FIGURE 40 is an enlarged, cross-sectional view taken 

on line 40—40 of FIGURE 38. 
While the various features of this invention are here 

inafter described and illustrated as being particularly 
adapted for forming a railing construction or the like, 
it is to be understood that the various features of this 
invention can be utilized singly or in any combination 
thereof to provide other constructions as desired. 

Therefore, this invention is not to be limited to only 
the embodiments illustrated in the drawings, because the 
drawings are merely utilized to illustrate one of the wide 
variety of uses of this invention. 

Referring now to FIGURE 1, an improved railing con 
struction of this invention is generally indicated by the 
reference numeral 30 and comprises a plurality of sub 
stantially vertically extending posts 31, the posts 31 
being vertically supported by having the lower ends 
thereof embedded in a foundation structure A or the 
like. 

If desired, the posts 31 can form the terminal portions 
of the railing construction 30 or one of both of the ends 
of the railing construction 30 can be interconnected to 
vertically extending structure 31'. 
An upper framing member 32 and a lower framing 

member 33 respectively extend between adjacent posts 
31 or vertical structures 31’ and are secured thereto 
in a manner hereinafter described, the upper and lower 
framing members 32 and 33 having inwardly facing chan 
nels for a purpose hereinafter described. 
A pair of upright framing members 34 extend be 

tween each pair of upper and lower framing members 
32 and 33 in spaced relation relative to the posts 31 
or vertical structure 31', the upright framing members 
34 also having inwardly facing channels. 

In this manner each set of framing members 32, 33 
and 34 de?ne a substantially rectangular area receiving 
a panel means 35 having the edges thereof respectively 
received in the inwardly facing channels of the fram~ 
ing members 32, 33 and 34, the panel means 35 being 
secured to the framing members 32, 33 and 34 in a man 
ner hereinafter described. 
The unobstructed channels in the framing members 

32, 33 and 34 as well as the outwardly facing channels 
of the support posts 31 are subsequently closed by 
capping members 36 of this invention in a manner here 
inafter described to hide various fastening means and 
provide an attractive structure, it being understood that 
the capping members 36 for the support posts 31 are 
wider than the capping members of the framing mem 
bers 32, 33 and 34 even though the same have the 
same general con?guration and function. 
A suitable handrail 37 or the like is secured to the 

upper framing members 32 in a manner hereinafter 
described to complete the railing construction 30 of this 
invention. 
Not only is the completed railing construction 30 at 

tractive in design, strong and long lasting, but also the 
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4 
railing construction 30 is relatively simple to manufac 
ture and assemble in a manner to be described whereby 
the railing constructions 30 of this invention are rela 
tively inexpensive. 

For example, prefabricated panel construction B il 
lustrated in FIGURE 19 can be formed at a factory or 
the like to a user’s ‘speci?cation wherein the panel means 
B includes the framing members 32, 33 and 34 together 
with the interconnected panel means 35 so that the 
same can be shipped to the site along with the support 
posts 31 so that when the support posts 31 have been 
secured in the desired supporting structure A, the pre 
fabricated panel means B can be secured between the 
support posts 31 in a manner hereinafter described with 
out requiring ?eld cutting of the prefabricated panel 
means B because of the unique arrangement of this in 
vention which permits adjustments to be made between 
the prefabricated panel means B and the support posts 31. 

For example, it has been found that even though the 
framing members 32 and 33 of the prefabricated panel 
means B have been formed to desired speci?cations where 
in the same will just ?t between adjacent support posts 
31, the panel means 35 of this invention are placed under 
tension in a manner hereinafter described which would 
tend to how the framing members 32 and 33 so that the 
same would not ?t the support posts 31 if the support 
posts 31 were not formed in accordance with the teach 
ings of this invention whereby in the past the prefabri 
cated panel means B had the framing members 32 and 33 
thereof cut extra long so that when the same bowed the 
particular degree of bowing could be compensated for by 
cutting off an appropriate amount of the framing members 
32 and 33 in the ?eld when the prefabricated panel means 
B would be utilized with preset support posts 31. 

However, according to the teachings of this invention, 
no ?eld cutting is required on the framing members 32 
and 33 of the prefabricated panel means B because the 
support posts 31 of this invention permit relative adjust 
ments to be made without ?eld cutting the framing mem 
bers 32 and 33 as will be apparent hereinafter. 

Further, while the trailing construction 30 illustrated 
in FIGURE 1 has a particular con?guration, it is to be 
understood that this invention is not to be limited to such 
con?guration because the various parts of this invention 
can be arranged in many different patterns to provide 
railing constructions having any desired con?guration. 

While the posts 31, framing members 32, 33 and 34, 
capping members 36 and handrails 37 can be formed in 
any suitable manner and of any suitable material, the 
embodiments thereof illustrated in the drawings are formed 
by extruding metallic material, such as aluminum con 
taining metallic material in a manner conventional in the 
art whereby the cost of making such parts are held to a 
minimum. 

In particular, reference is made to FIGURE 2 wherein 
a suitable length of handrail stock 37 is extruded by a 
conventional extruding apparatus 38. 
As illustrated in FIGURE 2, the handrail stock 37 has 

a substantially inverted U-shaped cross-sectional con 
?guration de?ned by an upper arcuate cross member 39 
having a pair of depending legs 40 extending from the op 
posed ends thereof, the legs 40 being substantially arcuate 
and having the free ends 41 thereof directed slightly in 
wardly ‘as illustrated in FIGURE 2. 
The overall exterior surface of the handrail stock 37 is 

de?ned by curving smooth continuous surface means to 
prevent sharp edges which would tend to be hazardous 
when subsequently grasped by a user or the like. 
The handrail stock 37 has an inwardly extending abut 

ment 42 on each leg 40 spaced from the free end 41 there 
of and having a ?at surface 43 disposed coplanar with the 
inner end of the free end 41 of the respective leg 40 for 
a purpose hereinafter described. 

In addition, the cross member 39 of the handrail stock 
37 has a pair of inwardly directed abutments 44 respec 
tively de?ning substantially flat surfaces 45 adapted to be 
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disposed horizontal when the handrail stock 37 is utilized 
in a manner hereinafter described. 
A pair of ?anges 46 extend downwardly from the cen 

tral portion of the cross member 39 of the handrail stock 
37 and are spaced from each other a predetermined dis 
tance, the inside surfaces 47 of the ?anges 46 being pro 
vided with serrations adapted to hold the threaded portion 
of a bolt subsequently received in the channel 48 de 
?ned between the ?anges 46 in a manner hereinafter de 
scribed. 
As illustrated in FIGURE 3, the upper framing mem 

ber stock 32 may be extruded by a conventional extrud 
ing apparatus 49 in a manner well known in the art and 
comprises a substantially double T-shaped member having 
an upper stepped cross member 50 and a pair of spaced 
and parallel like depending legs 51 intermediate the ends 
of the cross member 50. The cross member 50 has an in 
termediate portion 52 integrally joined to the legs 51 at a 
point below the upper ends '53 of the legs 51, the upper 
ends 53 of the legs 51 being integrally joined to outer por 
tions 54 of the cross member ‘50. 
A pair of ?anges 55 are joined to the’free ends of the 

outer portions 54 of the cross member 50 and respectively 
have inwardly turned ends 56 and substantially straight 
and parallel lower ends 57. 
The free ends 58 of the legs 51 have beveled surfaces 

59 and V-shaped channels 60 throughout the length there 
of for a purpose hereinafter described. In addition, the 
outer surfaces of the legs 51 have small V-shaped chan 
nels 61 throughout the length thereof. 
The ?anges 55 of the upper vframing member stock 32 

have V-shaped grooves 62 on the outer surface thereof 
and extending throughout the length thereof for a pur 
pose hereinafter described, the ?anges 55 cooperating 
with the legs 51 to de?ne downwardly facing channels 
63 for a purpose hereinafter described. Each ?ange 55 
has inwardly directed abutments 64 and 65 disposed in 
aligned relation and projecting in the channel ‘63 for a 
purpose hereinafter described. 
As illustrated in FIGURE 4, the lower framing member 

stock 33 may be extruded by a conventional extruding 
apparatus 66, the extruded stock 33 having substantially 
the same cross-sectional con?guration as the upright fram 
ing member stock 34 except that the upright framing 
members 34 are narrower than the lower framing mem 
bers 33 as will be apparent hereinafter. 

Therefore, the following description which relates to 
the lower framing member stock 33 also applies to the 
upright framing member stock 34. 
The lower framing member stock 33 has a substantially 

H-shaped cross-sectional con?guration de?ned by a pair 
of ?anges 67 interconnected together intermediate the 
opposed ends thereof by an intermediate web 68. 
The intermediate web 68 of the lower framing member 

stock 33 is offset toward one of the ends of the ?anges 
67 whereby the intermediate web 68 cooperates with the 
?anges 67 to de?ne opposed outwardly facing channels 
69 similar to the downwardly facing channel 69 de?ned 
between the legs 51 of the upper framing member stock 
32 for a purpose hereinafter described. 
Each ?ange 67 of the lower framing member stock 

33 has a pair of longitudinally disposed grooves 70 formed 
inboard of the opposed ends 71 and 72 thereof for a pur 
pose hereinafter described, the grooves 70 on each ?ange 
67 facing similar grooves 70 in the other ?ange 67 and re 
spectively having V-shaped cross'sectio-nal con?gurations. 
The opposed ends 71 and 72 of each ?ange 67 of the 

rail framing member stock 33 are provided with beveled 
surfaces 73 which respectively face the beveled surfaces 
73 of the other ?ange 67 for a purpose hereinafter de 
scribed. 
As iliustrated in FIGURE 5, the capping member stock 

36 may be extruded by a conventional extruding appara 
tus 74 in a manner well known in the art, the capping 
member stock 36 comprising a flat web 75 having a pair 
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6 
of ?anges 76 secured to the side 77 thereof and inboard 
of the opposed ends of the ?at web 75. 
Each ?ange 76 of the capping member stock 36 has 

an outwardly directed, substantially V-shaped enlarge 
ment 78 at the free end 79 thereof, the leading surface 
80 of each enlargement 78 being continued to the free 
end 79. 
The free end 79 of the surface 80 is disposed inboard 

of the trailing surface 81 relative to the inboard surface 
of the ?ange 76 for a purpose hereinafter described. 
As illustrated in FIGURE 6, the post stock 31 is ex 

truded by a conventional extruding apparatus 82 in a 
manner well known in the art, the post stock 31 de?ning 
a substantially outer rectangular cross-sectional con?gura 
tion being de?ned by an intermediate cross member 83 
integrally joined to the medial portions of a pair of par 
allel ?anges 84. Each ?ange 84 has inwardly turned ends 
85 directed toward the turned ends 85 of the other ?ange 
84 whereby the ?anges 84 cooperate with the intermedi 
ate web 83 to de?ne outwardly facing and oppositely di 
rected channels 86 for a purpose hereinafter described. 
Each enlargement 85 on each end of the ?anges 84 

de?nes a ?at inner surface 87 and a beveled surface 88 
leading to a recess 89 adjacent the exterior surface of 
the enlargement 85 for a purpose hereinafter described. 
When it is desired to form the railing construction 30 

of this invention from the parts illustrated in FIGURES 
2-6, the post stock 31 is cut into the desired lengths to 
form the integral posts 31 illustrated in FIGURE 1. Each 
post can be embedded in the foundation structure A 
whereby the posts 31 are substantially vertically supported 
by the foundation structure A. However, it is to be under 
stood that the posts 31 can be vertically supported in any 
other suitable manner as desired. 

Thereafter, the railing construction 36 is completed in 
the manner illustrated in FIGURE 1 by use of the fram 
ing members 32, 33 and 34, panel means 35, handrails 
37 and capping member 36 in one or two manners. 

In particular, the panel construction B illustrated in 
FIGURE 19 can be prefabricated in a manner herein 
after described and shipped to the site where the posts 
31 are to be erected in the above manner and the panel 
construction B are then ?tted between and secured to 
vertically supported posts 31 in a manner hereinafter 
described. 

Subsequently, the handrail structure 37 and capping 
members are utilized to complete the railing construc 
tion 30. 
However, if desired, the panel construction B can be 

fabricated at the site as will be apparent hereinafter. 
Each of the panel means 35, to be utilized in forming 

the railing construction 30 of this invention, is formed 
from a ?exible wire mesh structure 90 as illustrated in 
FIGURE 14. The mesh structure is respectively secured 
to rods 91 disposed at each side of the rectangular mesh 
structure 90, the rods 91 not being interconnected together 
so that the rods 91 can be pulled outwardly to place the 
mesh structure 90 under tension in a manner hereinafter 
described. 
Each panel means 35 has a dimension slightly larger 

than the area subsequently de?ned by each set of secured 
framing members 32, 33 and 34 whereby the edges of 
the panel means 35 are respectively disposed in the in 
wardly facing channels 69 of the framing members 32, 
33 and 34, the panel means 35 being inserted in the chan 
nels 69 by suitably ?exing the panel means 35 to tele 
scopically dispose the edges of the panel means 35 in the 
channels 69 of the framing members 32, 33 and 34 if the 
framing members 32, 33 and 34 are already secured to 
gether in a manner hereinafter described. 

However, should the panel means 35 be a substantially 
rigid structure so that the same could not be ?exed su?i 
ciently to telescope the edges thereof into the channels 69 
of the erecting framing members 32, 33 and 34, the sub 
assemblies B illustrated in FIGURE 19 could be fabri 
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cated without interconnecting the upper framing mem 
ber 32 in place until after the panel means 35 had been 
vertically inserted into the channels 69 of the erected up 
right framing members 34 and the lower framing mem~ 
bers 33. 
When it is desired to form the individual pre-assernbled 

panel section B illustrated in FIGURE 19, to be subse 
quently secured between adjacent vertical structures 31, 
the upper and lower framing members 32 and 33 are cut 
to the desired lengths and the upright framing members 
34 are cut to the desired lengths and secured to the fram 
ing members 32 and 33 in the manner illustrated in FIG 
URES 12 and 13. 

In particular, the framing members 34 are so con 
structed and arranged that the opposed ends 92 and 93 
thereof are adapted to be respectively telescopically re— 
ceived in the inwardly facing channels 69 of the upper 
and lower framing members 32 and 33 so that the op 
posed ends 92 and 93 of each upright framing member 
34 respectively abuts the flat webs 50 and 68 of the upper 
and lower framing members 32 and 33 at desired posi 
tions spaced inwardly from the free ends of the upper and 
lower framing members 32 and 33. 

Before the upright framing members 34 are disposed 
in the position illustrated in FIGURE 12, the intermedi 
ate webs 68 thereof are suitably apertured at 94 adjacent 
the ends 92 and 93 thereof so that the apertures 94 are 
adapted to respectively receive the curved ends 95 of 
J-bolts 96 respectively passing through suitable apertures 
97 and 98 formed in the ?at webs 50 and 68 of the upper 
and lower framing members 32 and 33. 
The J-bolts 96 each have a threaded end 99 which is 

adapted to receive a nut 100 whereby each J-bolt 96 is 
adapted to be pulled outwardly relative to the upright 
framing member 34 upon tightening of the nut 100 there— 
of to cause the hooked or curved end 95 thereof to grasp 
against the edge of the aperture 94 in the upright framing 
member 34 to positively hold the upright framing mem 
ber 34 in the proper position thereof. 

Each J-bolt 96 is disposed closely adjacent the inter 
mediate web 68 of the respective upright framing member 
34 on the side thereof facing the adjacent upright framing 
member 34 whereby the J-bolts 96 not only secure the 
upright framing member 34 to the upper and lower fram 
ing members 32 and 33, but also the J-bolts 96 function 
to limit inward movement of the upright framing mem 
bers 34 when the panel means 35 are secured thereto 
and subsequently placed under tension in a manner here 
inafter described. 

Thus, it can be seen that it is relatively simple to fasten 
the framing members 32, 33 and 34 together by means 
of the J-bolts 96 whereby a framing structure is provided 
and de?nes a rectangular area being bounded by the in 
wardly directed channels 69 of the interconnected fram 
ing members 32, 33 and 34. 

After the framing members 32, 33 and 34 have been 
interconnected together by the J-bolts 96 in the manner 
previously described, the edges of the panel means 35 
are telescoped into the inwardly facing channels 69 of 
the interconnected framing members 32, 33 and 34 where 
by the panel means 35 is adapted to be secured in place 
and to be placed under tension in a manner now to be 
described. 
The intermediate webs 68 of the upright framing mem 

bers 34 and the intermediate web 68 of the lower fram 
ing member 33 are respectively provided with suitably 
spaced apertures 101 in the manner illustrated in FIG 
URE 15 whereby a hook-like member 102 is adapted to 
pass through the aperture 101 and have a nut 103 dis 
posed on the threaded end 104 thereof so that the hooked 
portion 105 of each hook like member 102 can ‘be drawn 
toward the intermediate web 68 upon tightening of the 
nut 103. 

Similarly, such hook-like members 102 are carried by 
the ?at web 50 of the upper framing member 32, the 
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hook like members 102 passing through suitable apertures 
106 formed therethrough. 
The hook like members 102 carried by the framing 

members 32, 33 and 34 are adaped to ?t around the rods 
91 of the panel means 35 so that upon tightening of the 
nuts 103 of the hook like members 102, the mesh struc 
ture 90 can be placed under tension so that the panel 
means 35 will provide a substantialy rigid structure and 
complete the preassem-bled panel section B of FIGURE 
19 to be subsequently secured to adjacent vertical struc 
tures or posts 31 in a manner hereinafter described. 
As illustrated in the drawings, it can be seen that the 

peripheral edges of the panel means 35 are fully received 
in the inwardly facing channels 69 of the framing mem 
bers 32, 33 and 34 and are respectively interconnected 
thereto by the hook like members 102. 
However, it is to be understood that other panel means 

35 can be utilized without having the same formed of the 
wire mesh structure 90. For example, the panel means 35 
can provide a solid sheet of material, the important 
feature being that the edges of the panel means 35 are 
telescopically received in the inwardly facing channels 
69 of the framing members 32, 33 and 34 so that any 
means securing the panel means 35 to the framing mem 
bers 32, 33 and 34 are hidden in the channels 69 thereof 
to provide an attractive design. 
The preassembled panel section B is adapted to be 

disposed between adjacent support posts 31 by telescop 
ing the panel section B down between the inwardly facing 
channels 86 of adjacent support posts 31 by having the 
opposed ends of the lower framing member 33 fully re 
ceived in the channels 86 thereof and pushed downward 
ly relative to the support posts 31 until the upper framing 
member 32 receives the upper end of the ?anges 84 of 
the support posts 31 in the channels 63 thereof in the 
manner illustrated in FIGURE 7 whereby the panel means 
B is suspended between adjacent support posts 31 by 
having the outer portions 54 of the intermediate cross 
member 50 of the upper frame member resting on the 
upper ends of the support posts 31 in the manner illus 
trated in FIGURE 7. 

Since the preassembled panel sections B have been 
fabricated at the factory, slight misalignment between the 
opposed ends of the upper and lower framing members 
32 and 33 and the spacing between the support posts is 
bound to occur. However, because the upper and lower 
framing members 32 and 33 have the ends thereof re 
ceived in the channels 86 of the support posts 31 in the 
manner illustrated in FIGURE 9, it can be seen that the 
framing members 32 and 33 can be moved toward and 
away from the intermediate web 83 of the support posts 
31 to compensate for any misalignment thereof so that no 
?eld cutting is required to compensate for misalignment 
or for undue bowing of the upper and lower framing mem 
bers 32 and 33 because of the tension of the panel means 
35 in the manner previously described. 

After the particular preassembled panel means B has 
the upper framing member 32 resting on the upper ends 
of adjacent support posts 31 in the manner illustrated 
in FIGURES 7 and 9, the fabricator takes a drill and 
places the bit in one of the grooves 62 on the outer sur 
face of the ?ange 55 of the upper framing member 32 
and drills through the same, through the adjacent ?ange 34 
of the support post 31 through the legs 51 of the fram 
ing member 32, through the opposite ?ange 84 of the 
support post 31 and the other ?ange 55 of the upper 
framing member 32. 

Thereafter, the fabricator inserts a pin 107 through the 
drilled apertures to fully interconnect the upper framing 
member 32 to the particular support post 31. 
The other end of the upper framing member 32 can 

be likewise secured to the other adjacent support post 
31 by the pin means 107 in the manner previously de 
scribed. 
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Alternately, the upper framing member 32 can be 

secured to the particular support post 31 by utilizing 
threaded members threadedly interconnecting the flanges 
55 of the upper framing member 32 to each of the ?anges 
84 of the support post 31, if desired, in lieu of the pin 
means 107. 

Therefore, it can be seen that it is relatively simple to 
fasten the upper frame member 32 of the preassembled 
section B to the support posts 31 after the particular 
panel section B has been telescoped in place and been 
suspended between adjacent support posts 31 with the 
upper framing member 32. resting on the upper ends of 
the support posts 31. 

In order to fasten the lower framing members 33 to 
adjacent support posts 31, any suitable means can be 
provided. 
For example, fastening members 108, FIGURE 8, can 

be utilized to attach the lower ‘framing members 33 to 
the support posts 31, the fastening members 108 each 
comprising an L-shaped member de?ned by two integral 
ly connected legs 109 and 110 disposed at right angles 
relative to each other. Each fastening member 108 has 
the legs 109 and 110 thereof slotted respectively at 111 
and 112 to receive fastening members in the manner illus 
trated in FIGURE 9. 

Alternately, fastening members 113 of FIGURE 10 
could be utilized, each fastening member 113 compris 
ing an L-shaped member having integrally interconnected 
legs 114 and 115 disposed at right angles relative to each 
other and provided with rectangular slots 116 and 117. 
When it is desired to fasten an end of a lower framing 

member 33 to a support post 31, a leg 114 of a fasten 
ing member 113 is secured to an intermediate web 68 of 
the lower framing member 33 by a bolt means 118 while 
the other leg 115 of the fastening member 113 is secured 
to the intermediate web 83 of the support post 331 by 
a bolt means 119. 

If desired, the adjacent ends of the lower framing 
members 33 of adjacent panel sections B can utilize the 
same bolt means 119 to fasten the opposed fastening 
members 113 to the intermediate web 83 of the support 
posts 31 in the manner illustrated in FIGURE 9. 

However, it is to be understood that the lower fram~ 
ing member 33 of each panel section B can be secured 
to the intermediate web 83 of the support post 31 by its 
own fastening member 113 and bolt means 119 if desired. 

Therefore, it can be seen that the upper and lower 
framing members 32 and 33 of each panel section B can 
be fastened to the adjacent support posts 31 in a simple 
and unique manner wherein the fastening means are com 
pletely disposed within the channels 86 of the support 
posts 31 while the support posts 31 permit the panel Sec 
tions B to be adjusted relative thereto so that the upper 
and lower framing members 33 need not be accurately 
cut to abut the intermediate web 83 of adjacent support 
posts 31. However, while FIGURE 9 illustrates the ends 
of the upper and lower framing members 32 and 33 be 
ing spaced from the intermediate web 83 of the support 
post 31, the free ends of the upper and lower framing 
members 32 and 33 could abut against the intermediate 
web 83 of the support post 31 if desired. 

After the panel means B has been secured between 
adjacent support posts 31 in the above manner, the hand 
rail members 37 are, in effect, snap ?tted over the ?anges 
55 of the upper framing members 32 in the manner illus 
trated in FIGURES 7 and 11 whereby the abutments 42 
of the legs 40 of the handrail members 37 engage the 
?anges 55 of the upper framing members 32 and com 
pletely cover the pins 107 or other fastening means which 

10 

15 

45 

60 

fasten the upper framing members 32 to the support 70 
posts 31, the upper ends 56 of the ?anges 55 of the upper 
framing members 32 bearing against the ?at surfaces 45 
of the enlargements 44 on the cross member 39 of the 
handrails 37. 

Thereafter, a suitable aperture 120 is formed in the 75 

10 
intermediate part 52 of the cross member 50 of the upper 
framing member 32 intermediate the support posts 31 
and the upright framing members 34 whereby a suitable 
threaded fastening member 121 can be passed through 
the apertures 120 and be threadedly received between 
the ?anges 46 of the handrail members 37 to fasten the 
handrail members to the cross member 50 of the upper 
framing members 32. 

Therefore, it can be seen that a relatively simple 
method has been provided for ?rmly attaching the hand 
rails 37 in place to complete the railing construction 30 
of this invention. 

Subsequently, all of the un?lled channels 69 and 86 in 
the framing members 32, 33, 34 and posts 31 are closed 
by appropriately dimensioned capping members 36 in the 
manner illustrated in FIGURES 17 and 1 so that all 
fastening means will be completely hidden from view to 
produce an attractive and ornamental railing construc 
tion. 

In particular, reference is made to FIGURE 17 where 
by it can be seen that the capping member 36 is adapted 
to be interconnected to the framing member 32, 33 or 34 
or support post 31 to cover the unobstructed channels 69 
and 86 thereof. 
The capping members 36 are so constructed relative 

to the framing members 32, 33 and 34 and support posts 
31 that the legs or Webs 76 of the capping members 36 
are adapted to be press ?tted between the legs 51, 67 
and 84 of the framing members 32, 33 and 34 and sup 
port posts 31 and have the ?at webs 75 thereof abut the 
free ends of the legs and ?anges of the framing mem 
bers 32, 33 and 34 and support posts 31 to completely 
close the unobstructed portions of the channels 69 and 
86 thereof. 
As the legs 76 of a capping member 36 are about to be 

telescopically received in the unobstructed channel 69 
of a particular framing member 32, 33 or 34 or the chan 
nel 86 of a support post 31, the leading surfaces 80 of 
the enlargements 78 of the legs 67 of the capping mem 
ber 36 are adapted to be cammed inwardly by the 
beveled surfaces 59, 73, or 83 of the framing member 
32, 33 or 34 or the support posts 31 to facilitate the 
ease of insertion of the legs 76 of the capping member 
36 between the flanges 51, 67 or 84 of the framing mem 
ber 32, 33 or 34 or support posts 31. 
As the legs 76 of the capping members 36 are inserted 

in the channels 69 or 86, the enlargements 78 of the 
capping members 36 are eventually snapped outwardly 
into the slots 60, 70 of the framing members 32, 33 and 
34 or beyond the ?at surfaces 87 of the support posts 31 
in the manner illustrated in FIGURE 17 whereby the 
capping members 36 are held in place and the ?at webs 
75 thereof abut against the free ends of the ?anges 51, 
67 or 84-. ' 

Since the free ends 79 of the leading surfaces 80 of the 
enlargements 78 of the capping members 36 are disposed 
inboard of the trailing surfaces 81 relative to the inboard 
surfaces of the legs 76, it is more difficult to move the 
capping members 36 from the framing members 32, 33 
and 34 and support posts 31 than it is to insert the cap 
ping members 36 therein. 

If desired, the downwardly facing channels 69 of the 
lower framing members 33 could be closed by such cap 
ping members 36, if desired. 

However, since the lower framing members 33 are 
normally disposed closely adjacent the supporting struc 
ture A, the downwardly facing and unobstructed channel 
69 of the lower framing member 33 need not be covered 
by the capping members 36 because it would be rela 
tively di?icult to view the bottom of the lower framing 
members 33. 
When the capping members 36 are disposed in place in 

the above manner, it can be seen that all of the fasten 
ing structures of this invention are completely closed 
from view whereby an attractive and ornamental railing 
construction 30 is provided by this invention. 
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Further the capping members 36 can be inserted in any 
unobstructed voids in the channels 69 of the framing mem 
bers 32, 33 and 34 or be utilized as intermittent spacers 
when picket or spaced panels are utilized. 
As a completely optionable feature, the majority of 

the exposed surfaces of the framing members 32, 33 and 
34, support posts 31 and the capping members 36 may be 
provided with serrated surfaces, or other suitable surface 
?nishes, so that ?ngerprints and the like are substantially 
eliminated even though the parts are continually being 
handled during the assembly thereof and, thereafter, dur 
ing the use of the railing construction 30 whereby the 
railing construction 30 will not be readily marked or 
marred. 
While the railing construction 30 of this invention has 

been illustrated and described as having the upright fram 
ing members 34, adapted to be telescopically received in 
the upper and lower framing members 32 and 33, it is 
to be understood that the upright framing members 34 
could be cut from the same stock as the lower framing 
members 33 to provide another railing construction of 
this invention. 

In particular, reference is made to FIGURE 18 where 
in another railing construction of this invention is gen 
erally indicated by the reference numeral 30A and parts 
thereof similar to railing construction 30 are indicated by 
like reference numerals followed by the reference letter A. 
As illustrated in FIGURE 18, the upright framing 

members 34A are cut from the same stock as the lower 
framing members 33A whereby the upright framing mem 
bers 34A are each adapted to have the opposed free ends 
of the transverse webs 67A thereof abut the free ends of 
the transverse webs 51A and 67A of the upper and 
lower framing members 32A and 33A and be secured to 
in any suitable manner. 
For example, the upright framing members 34A can 

be secured to the upper and lower framing members 32A 
and 33A by welding at 122 as illustrated in FIGURE 18. 

Therefore, it can be seen that the entire railing con 
structions of this invention can be formed from a rela 
tively few parts in a relatively simple and rapid manner 
to provide sturdy, long- lasting and attractive railing eon 
structions having many uses. 

Further, that parts for forming the railing construc 
tions of this invention can be made in a relatively simple 
and rapid manner by simple extrusion procedures. 
While various terms “vertical” and “horizontal” are 

used herein, it is to be understood that such terms are 
not structural limitations of this invention, but are merely 
utilized for convenience of description for the particular 
position of the structure illustrated in the drawings. 

While the railing construction 30 has been previously 
described in a particular con?guration thereof, it is to be 
understood that the various parts of the railing construc 
tion 30 can be modi?ed within the teachings of this in 
vention to provide other types of railing constructions. 

In particular, reference is now made to FIGURES 20 
29 wherein another railing construction of this invention 
is generally indicated by the reference numeral 123 and 
parts thereof similar to the railing construction 30 are 
indicated with like reference numerals. 
For example, the railing construction 123 includes a 

plurality of panel means 35 each including an upper frame 
member 32, a lower frame member 33 and a pair of up 
right frame members 34 interconnected to the upper and 
lower frame members 32 and 33 in the manner previously 
described whereby the frame members 32, 33 and 34 
hold the mesh structure 90 in the manner previously de 
scribed. 

However, while a plurality of support posts 31 are pro 
vided for the railing construction 123 in the manner pre 
viously described, another support post 124 of this in 
vention can be utilized in combination with the support 
posts 31 whereby the support post 124 is adapted to abut 
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12.’. 
against a vertical wall 125 of the supporting structure A 
to provide an end for the railing construction 123. 
As illustrated in FIGURE 28, the support post 124 

can be extruded in a well known manner by a suitable 
extruding apparatus 126 whereby the resulting support 
post 124 is substantially U-shaped de?ned by a cross mem 
ber 12'] integrally joined to a pair of transversely dis 
posed legs 128 each having inwardly turned ends 129 
provided with interlocking grooves or recesses 130 in 
a manner similar to the ends 85 of the support posts 31 
previously described. 

The support post 124 of this invention is adapted to be 
cut to the desired length and be secured to the vertical 
wall 125 of the supporting structure A in any suitable 
manner. For example, the cross member 127 thereof can 
be directly fastened to the vertical structure 125 by suit 
able fastening means whereby the legs 128 of the support 
posts 124 de?ne a channel 131 therebetween for a pur 
pose hereinafter described. 
When the prefabricated panel means 35 has been pro 

vided in the manner previously described, the upper frame 
member 32 thereof can have a pair of pin means 132 pass 
ing through the legs 51 thereof at the notches 61 so as 
to project beyond the legs 51 at the opposed ends of the 
upper frame member 32 a distance to permit the pin means 
132 to be telescopically disposed inwardly into the facing 
channels 131 and 86 of the support posts 124 and 31 
while being of a length to prevent the pin means 132 from 
being withdrawn horizontally from the channels 131 and 
86 by the turned ends 129 and 35 of the support means 
124 and 31. 

In this manner, the pin means 132 carried by the upper 
frame member 32 will interlock the upper frame member 
32 to the support post means 124 and 31. 

In addition, the lower frame member 33 carries a pair 
of pin means 133 at the opposed sides thereof with the pin 
means 133 passing through the legs 67 thereof a distance 
to permit the pin means 133 to be vertically telescoped into 
the channels 131 and 86 of the support post means 124 and 
31 while preventing the pin means 133 from being with 
drawn horizontally from the channels 131 and 86 by 
means of the turned ends 129 and 85 of the support post 
means 124 and 31. 

In this manner, the preassembled panel means 35 to 
gether with the pin means 132 and 133 can be vertically 
telescoped downwardly between the support post means 
124 and 31 in such a manner that the opposed ends of 
the upper and lower framing members 32 and 33 will be 
telescopically disposed in the channels 131 and 86 of the 
support means 124 and 31 and be horizontally interlocked 
there-to by means of the pin means 132 and 133 in the 
manner previously described, the panel means being sus 
pended between the support post means 124 and 31 by 
having the upper web 50 of the upper frame member 32 
resting on the tops of the support post means 124 and 31 
in the manner previously described. 
Depending upon the requirements of a particular in 

stallation, either the weight of the preassembled panel 
means 35 alone or this weight plus the friction developed 
between the snap cover 36 and the support post means 124 
will be su?icient to hold panel means 35 to the support 
post means 124 and 31. 

However, if it is ‘desired to further fasten the panel 
means 35 into assembled relation with the support post 
means 124 and 31, the pin means 107 of FIGURE 7 can 
be utilized in the manner illustrated in FIGURE 23 to 
directly secure the panel means 35 to the support post 
means 124 and 31 in the manner previously described. 

Thereafter, the hand rail 37 is utilized to complete the 
railing construction 123 in the manner previously de 
scribed for the railing construction 30. 

vftlesired, the unobstructed outwardly facing channel 
131 of the support post means 124 can be subsequently 
closed by a mating cover means 36 in the manner illus 
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trated in FIGURE 29 in the manner previously described 
for closing the channels ‘86 of the support posts 31. 

Therefore, it can ‘be seen that the lower frame mem 
bers 23 of the railing construction 123 can be intercon 
nected to the support post means 124 and 31 by the pin 
means 133 rather than by the structure illustrated in FIG 
URE 9 of the railing construction 30. 
Another railing construction of this invention is gen 

erally indicated by the reference numeral 134 in FIG 
URES 30-34 ‘and parts thereof similar to the railing con 
structions 30 and ‘123 previously described are indicated 
by like reference numerals. 

In particular, the railing construction 134 includes the 
support means A carrying the support post means 124 
and 31 for supporting panel means 135 of this invention, 
each panel means 135 including upper and lower frame 
members 32 ‘and 33 interconnected to the support post 
means 124 and 31 in the same manner as the railing con 
struction 123 of FIGURE 20 and a pair of upright frame 
members 34 either interconnected to the upper and "lower 
frame members 32 and 33 in the manner previously de 
scribed or in the manner illustrated in FIGURES 31 and 
33 later to be described. The frame members 32, 33 and 
34 carry a panel 136 in a manner hereinafter described 
and hand rail means 37 and cover means 36 complete 
the railing construction 134 in the manner previously de 
scribed. 

Since the panel member 136 of the railing construction 
134 is substantially rigid, the upright frame members 34 
can be interconnected to the upper and lower frame mem 
bers 32 and 33 by an elongated J~'bolt 137 having a 
threaded end 138 passing through a suitable aperture 139 
in the transverse Web 50 of the upper frame member 32 
and having a hook end 140 passing through a suitable 
aperture 141 in the transverse web 68 of the lower frame 
member 33 whereby upon tightening a nut 142 on the 
end 138 of the I-bolt 137, the opposed ends of the par 
ticular upright frame member 34 are compacted against 
the webs 50' and 68 of the upper and lower frame mem 
bers '32 and 33, the I-bolt 137 being vdisposed against the 
transverse web '68 of the upright frame member 34. There 
after, cover members 36 can be utilized to close off the 
outwardly directed channels 69 of the upright frame 
members 34 in the manner illustrated in FIGURE 32. 

In order to interconnect the substantially rigid panel 
member 136 to the frame members 32, 33 and 34, a suit 
able retainer 143 is provided, the retainer 143 for the 
upright frame members 34 having the proper size to be 
inserted in the channels 69 thereof while the retainers 143 
for the frame members 32 and 33 having the correct size 
for insertion in the channel 69 thereof. 

In particular, the retainer ‘143 can be extruded by a 
conventional extruding apparatus 144 in the manner illus 
trated in FIGURE 34 so that the extrusion 143 can be 
subsequently cut to the desired length. 
The retainer 143 is substantially U-shaped defined by 

a cross member 144 integrally connected to a pair of 
spaced parallel legs 145 each terminating in a reversely 
turned ?at end ‘146. Each end 146 has an angularly dis 
posed ?ange 147 extending inwardly therefrom and pro 
vided with a projection 148 adapted to be snapped in a 
channel 69 of the upright and lower frame members 33 
and 34 or the channel '69 of the upper frame member 32 
in the manner illustrated in FIGURES 31 and 32 while 
the ends 146 effectively close off the channels 69 thereof. 
In this manner, it can be seen that the retainers 143 

can be snapped in the channels 63 of the frame mem 
bers 32, 33 and 34 whereby each retainer 143 de?nes an 
outwardly facing channel 149 adapted to receive a pe 
ripheral edge of the substantially rigid panel member 136 
in the manner illustrated in FIGURES 31 and 32 so that 
a preassembled panel means 135 can be provided to be 
subsequently assembled with the support post means 124 
and 31 in the manner previously described. 

Therefore, it can be seen that by‘ utilizing the retainer 
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14 
143 of this invention the frame members 32, 33 and 34 
can be utilized to carry other panel means 136 rather 
than the mesh structure 90 previously described. 
Another railing construction of this invention is gen 

erally indicated by the reference numeral 150 in FIG 
URES 35-37 and parts thereof similar to the railing con 
structions 30, 123 and 134 are indicated by like reference 
numerals. 
As illustrated in FIGURE 35, the railing construction 

150 includes the support post means 124 and 31 carried 
by the supporting structure A and a plurality of panel 
means 151 of this invention interconnected to the support 
means 124 and 31 in the same manner as provided by 
railing construction 123. 

In particular, each panel means 151 includes an upper 
and lower frame members 32 and 33 and a plurality of 
upright frame members 152 arranged in a picket fash 
ion in a manner now to be described. 
Each upright frame member 152 has a substantially 

hollow rectangular cross-sectional con?guration whereby 
the same can be interconnected to the upper and lower 
frame members 32 and 33 by a previously described I 
bolt 137 passing through the interior of the particular 
upright framing member 152 in the manner illustrated 
in FIGURES 36 and 37. 

In this manner, each upright frame member 152 can 
be effectively interconnected to the transverse webs 50 
and 68 of the upper and lower frame members 32 and 
33 by the J-bolt 137 so that the upright frame members 
152 provide a preassembled panel means 151 having a 
picket effect to be interconnected to the support posts 
124 and 31 in the same manner as the panel means 35 
of FIGURE 20 and previously described. 

Thereafter, the unobstructed portions of the channels 
69 in the upper and lower framing members 32 and 33 
can be ?lled with the cover means 36 and the hand rail 
means 37 can complete the railing construction 150. 

Another railing construction of this invention is gen 
erally indicated by the reference numeral 153 in FIG 
URES 38—40 and parts thereof similar to the previously 
described railing constructions 30, 123, 134 and 150 
are indicated by like reference numerals. 

In particular, the railing construction 153 as illustrated 
in FIGURE 38 includes the support post means 124 and 
31 interconnected to the supporting structure A and car 
rying a panel means 154 of this invention therebetween, 
the panel means 154 including upper and lower frame 
members 32 and 33 interconnected to the support post 
means 124 and 31 in the same manner as provided in the 
railing construction 123 of FIGURE 20. 
A pair of upright frame members 152 are intercon 

nected to the upper and lower frame members 32 and 
33 by the previously described J-bolts 137 and a plu 
rality of panel sections 155 are disposed therebetween by 
having the opposed ends thereof received in the inwardly 
facing channels 69 of the upper and lower frame mem 
bers 32 and 33. 

In particular, it can be seen that each panel section 
155 includes tubular sides 156 interconnected together by 
vertically corrugated intermediate portions 157. 

In this manner, the sections 155 can be arranged in a 
preassembled relationship with the frame members 32, 
33 and 152 so that the preassembled panel means 154 can 
be interconnected to the support post means 124 and 41 
in the manner previously described. 

If desired, certain of the tubular ends 156 of the sec 
tions 155 can be interconnected to the frame members 32 
and 33 by the previously described I-bolts 137 passing 
therethrough. Further, additional upright frame members 
152 can be utilized intermediate the outer end upright 
frame members 152, if desired, with those intermediate 
upright frame members 152 being interconnected to the 
upper and lower fame members 32 and 33 by the previ 
ously described J-bolts 137. 
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In view of the above, it can be seen that many differ 
ent types of railing constructions can be formed accord 
ing to the teachings of this invention to readily permit 
preassembled panel means to be effectively and simply 
interconnected to support post means without requiring 
?eld cutting to compensate for misalignment between the 
support posts and the preassembled panel means. 

While the form of the invention now preferred has 
been disclosed as required by the statutes, other forms 
may be used, all coming within the scope of the claims 
which follow. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a railing construction or the like, a pair of 

spaced support posts each having an inwardly facing 
channel, said support posts each having an upper end, 
and a panel construction secured to said support posts, 
said panel construction having an upper frame member 
provided with opposed ends telescopically received in 
said channels of said support posts, said upper frame 
member having a transverse web resting directly on the 
tops of said upper ends of said support posts to suspend 
said panel construction between said support posts. 

2. In a railing construction as set forth in claim 1, 
said panel construction having a lower frame member 
provided with opposed ends telescopically received in 
said channels of said support posts. 

3. In a railing construction as set forth in claim 2, 
said panel construction having a pair of upright frame 
members respectively secured to said upper and lower 
frame members and disposed inboard of said support 
posts. 

4. In a railing construction or the like as set forth in 
claim 1, said upper frame member carrying pin means 
interlocked in said facing channels of said support posts. 

5. In a railing construction or the like, a pair of spaced 
support posts each having an inwardly facing channel, 
said a panel construction secured to said support posts, 
said panel construction having an upper frame member 
provided with opposed ends telescopically received in 
said channels of said support posts, said upper frame 
member having a transverse web resting on said support 
posts to suspend said panel construction between said 
support posts, each support post having two ?anges, said 
upper frame member having two flanges disposed out 
board of and overlapping said ?anges of said support 
posts. 

6. In a railing construction as set forth in claim 5, 
fastening means fastening said ?anges of said upper 
frame member and said ?anges of said support posts to 
gether. 

7. In a railing construction as set forth in claim 5, 
said upper frame member having two legs depending 
from said transverse web inboard of said ?anges there 
of to de?ne two downwardly facing channels respectively 
receiving said ?anges of said support posts. 

8. In a railing construction or the like, a pair of spaced 
support posts each having an inwardly facing channel, 
and a panel construction secured to said support posts, 
said panel construction having an upper frame member 
provided with opposed ends telescopically received in 
said channels of said support posts, said upper frame 
member having a transverse web resting on said support 
posts to suspend said panel construction between said 
support posts, each support post having two ?anges, said 
upper frame member having two ?anges disposed out 
board of and overlapping said ?anges of said support 
ports, said upper frame member having two legs de 
pending from said transverse web inboard of said ?anges 
thereof to de?ne two downwardly facing channels re 
spectively receiving said ?anges of said support ports, 
said legs carrying pin means interlocked in said facing 
channels of said support posts by being disposed behind 
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inwardly turned ends of said ?anges of said support posts. 

9. In a railing construction or the like, a pair of spaced 
support posts each having an inwardly facing channel, 
and a panel construction secured to said support posts, 
said panel construction having an upper frame member 
provided with opposed ends telescopically received in said 
channels of said support posts, said upper frame mem 
ber having a transverse web resting on said support posts 
to suspend said panel construction between said support 
posts, each support post having two ?anges, said upper 
frame member having two ?anges disposed outboard of 
and overlapping said ?anges of said support posts, said 
panel construction including a lower frame ‘member hav 
ing opposed ends telescopically disposed in said facing 
channels of said support posts and carrying pin means 
interlocked in said facing channels by being disposed be 
hind inwardly turncd ends of said ?anges of said support 
posts. 

10. In a railing construction or the like as set forth in 
claim 1, each post having a substantially H~shaped cross 
sectional con?guration de?ned by a cross member joined 
to the medial portions of a pair of spaced parallel ?anges 
to de?ne opposed outwardly facing channels, said up 
per frame member having said transverse web thereof 
resting on said ?anges of said support posts to suspend 
said panel construction between said support posts. 

11. In a railing construction or the like as set forth in 
claim 1, each support post having an H-shaped cross 
sectional con?guration de?ned by a cross member inter 
connected to the medial portions of a pair of spaced par 
allel ?anges, each ?ange having the free ends thereof 
turned toward the free ends of the other ?ange. 

12. In a railing construction as set forth in claim 11, 
a capping member being snap-?tted to adjacent ends of 
said ?anges to close off the cavity de?ned between those 
ends. 

13. In a railing construction or the like, a pair of 
spaced support posts each having an inwardly facing 
channel, and a panel construction secured to said sup 
port posts, said panel construction having an upper frame 
member provided with opposed ends telescopically re 
ceived in said channels of said support posts, said upper 
frame member having a transverse web resting on said 
support posts to suspend said panel construction between 
said support posts, said upper frame member having a 
substantially double-T cross-sectional con?guration de 
fined by a cross member and a pair of spaced par 
allel legs depending from the cross member intermediate 
the ends of said cross member, said frame member hav 
ing a pair of ?anges respectively joined to said ends of 
said cross member. 

14. In a railing construction as set forth in claim 13, 
the lower portions of said ?anges of said upper frame 
member cooperating with said legs to de?ne two down 
wardly facing channels. 
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