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ABSTRACT 0F THE DISCLOSURE 

This invention relates to reusable containers in which 
the central portion is reduced in dimensions from the p 
upper and lower portions thereof. When desired to reuse 
the container, the upper portion is severed from the cen 
tral lportion and engaged thereover or, alternatively, the 
lower portion of one of said containers is severed there 
from and then engaged over the central portion of another 
container which has had the upper portion removed. 

This invention relates to new and useful improvements 
in reusable containers and although it is designed pri 
marily for use with plastic containers, nevertheless lit 
will be appreciated that it can be utilized with any suit 
able form of container or made of any suitable material. 

Furthermore, although the present device vrelates to 
substantially cylindrical containers, nevertheless ,the same 
principle can be utilized with square, rectangular,-` ellipti 
cal or other shaped cross sectioned containers. 

Containers of the class described are usually provided 
with a screw cap for the dispensing of the original -prod 
uct. When these are empty, the container is usually thrown 
away. 
The present invention contemplates the reuse of the 

container but due to the relatively small dimensions of 
the cap, such reuse is limited. I have overcome the dis 
advantages of reusing conventional containers by provid 
ing a container with ya reduced cross section center sec 
tion thereby permitting the upper end of the container to 
be severed therefrom and either slidably engaged over the 
center section or screw threadably engaged therewith. 
A further embodiment of the invention contemplates 

the use of a pair of containers in which the center section 
has a reduced cross sectional dimension to the dimen 
sions ofthe upper and lower portions thus enabling the 
lower portion of one container to be severed therefrom 
Iand then engaged over the center portion of a further con 
tainer which has had the upper section removed there 
from. i 

Another object of the invention is to provide a device 
of the character herewithin described which is simple in 
construction, economical in manufacture, and otherwise 
well suited to the purpose for which it is designed. 
With the foregoing in View, and such other objects, 

purposes or advantages as may become apparent from 
consideration of this disclosure and specification, the pres 
ent invention consists of -the inventive concept in whatso» 
ever way the same may be embodied having regard to the 
particular exempliñcation or exempliñcations of same 
herein, with due regard in this connection being had to 
the accompanying figures in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a front elevation of Athe container in its 

original form. 
FIGURE 2 shows a partially cross sectioned view of 

the container shown in FIGURE 1 but adapted for reuse. 
FIGURE 3 is a partially cross sectioned elevation of 

a further embodiment of the invention. 
FIGURE 4 is an elevation of an alternative construc 

tion of the container particularly when used for the em 
bodiment shown in FIGURE 3. 

In the drawings like characters of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in the diiferent ñgures. 
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Proceeding first to describe the embodiment illustrated 
in FIGURES l and 2, reference character 10 illustrates 
generally a cylindrical plastic container. Although a cy 
lindrical plastic container is illustrated, nevertheless it 
should be noted that the container can be made of other 
materials and that the shape of such containers can be 
square, rectangmlar, elliptical or any shape that lends itself 
to this usage. 
The container includes a -base 11 formed integrally 

therewith and sloping upper shoulders 12 terminating in 
a conventional screw cap 13. 
The container includes the upper portion 14, the lower 

portion 15, and an intermediate or central portion 16 and 
it will be noted that the cross sectional dimensions of the 
upper and lower portions are slightly greater than the 
cross sectional dimensions of the central portion 16. 
A perimetrical dimension reducing band or circle 17 

joins the upper portion to the central portion and a. similar 
band 18 joins the central portion with the lower portion. 

In operation, the contents are dispensed through the 
neck enclosed by cap 13 until the container is empty. 
The upper portion is then severed or cut from the re 
mainder of the container by cutting along a line illustrated 
by the dotted line 19. A further cut along the dotted line 
illustrated by dotted line 20 is then made to remove the 
perimetrical dimension reducing portion 17. 
The upper portion may then be slidably engaged over 

the central portion thus acting as a cap and at the same 
time allowing access to the complete dimensions of the 
interior of the center section and base when the upper 
portion 14 is removed. 

Perimetrical beads or depressions 21 are formed at in 
tervals around the -center section for stiífening purposes. 

Alternatively, a screw thread 22 may be formed in 
tegrally with the upper portion and a corresponding screw 
thread 23 formed integrally upon the upper end of the 
central portion 16 so that the upper portion 14 may be 
screw threadably engageable with the center portion 16 
after the band or circle 17 has been removed. 

Alternatively, a pair of such container may be used 
in which the base 15 is severed from the center section 
16 of one of the containers, by cutting along the dotted 
lines 24 and 25 thus removing the dimension reducing 
band or circle 18. The upper portion 14 is removed from 
a further container once again by removing the band 17. 
The lower portion 15 severed from the ñrst container 

may then be inverted and slidably or screw threadably en 
gaged over the upper end 16 of the other container which 
has had the upper portion 14 removed therefrom. 

If it is desired that this embodiment be used then, of 
course, the container may be manufactured as illustrated 
in FIGURE 4 with the dimensions of the upper portion 
14 and the center portion 16 being similar. 
The containers thus adapted may be used in workshops 

or for storing food in refrigerators and the like, the prin 
cipal advantage being that the container is reusable and 
that the full dimensions are available for refìtting pur 
poses rather than utilizing the relatively narrow neck un 
der the conventional cap 13. 

Various modifications can be made within the scope 
of the inventive concept disclosed. Accordingly, it is in 
tended that what is described herein should be regarded 
as illustrative of such concept and not for the purpose 
of limiting protection to any particular embodiment there 
of, but that only such limitations should be placed upon 
the scope of protection to which the inventor hereof is 
entitled, as justice dictates. 
What is claimed to be the present invention is: 
1. A reusable container comprising a hollow body, a 

base integral with said body, and closure means on the 
upper end of said body, said body including an upper por 
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tion, a lower. portion, and a central portion betwe.en.said.„. 
upper and lower portions, the transverse dimensions of 
said central portion being less than the transverse dimen 
sions of said lowerportion, whereby the said lower por 
tion of one of said containers when severed therefrom, 
is engageable over the said central portion of another 
of said containers when said upper portion is severed 
therefrom. ì « - 

2. The device according to claim 1 in which the upper 
end of said upper portion and the upper end of said lower 
portion are screw threaded for screw threadable engage 
ment of the said lower portion of said one container with 
the central portion of said other container. . 

3. The device according to claim 1 which includes a 
perimetrical dimension reducing ring between said cen 
tral portion and said lower portion and between said cen 
tral portion and said upper portion, said perimetrical di 
mensioning ring being removed when severing said lower 
portion and said upper portion. 

4. A lmethod of reusing containers having an upper 
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._portion, acentral portion, anda lower portion, the trans 
verse dimensions of said central portion being less than 
the transverse dimensions of said lower portion, said 
method consisting of the steps of severing the lower por 
tion of one of said containers, severing the upper portion 
of another of said containers, andthen engaging said sev 
ered lower portion of said one container over the central 
portion of said other container. 
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