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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A collapsible wheelchair including a pair of side frames 

between which a seat is suspended wherein each side 
frame has an armrest carried by the upper portion thereof 
and adjustable vertically with respect thereto, the arm 
rest having a pair of vertical armrest posts which slide 
through the tubes comprising portions of the side frame. 

Disclosure 

This invention relates to a wheelchair having vertically 
adjustable armrests. Present day wheelchairs are of tubu 
lar frame construction, the upper horizontal tube of which 
generally comprises a support to which an armrest pad 
is secured. In some forms the upper horizontal support is 
offset laterally outwardly from and detachably secured to 
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the side frame proper. In the present invention the arm~ . 
rest pad is carried by vertical tubular supporting means 
which is vertically slidable through the offset and de 
tachable upper horizontal tubular portion of the side 
frame of the wheelchair, and means is provided for re 
leasably locking the armrest in various vertically adjusted 
positions relative to the side frame of the ‘wheelchair. How 
ever the invention can be used with a nondetachable upper 
horizontal side frame member. Preferably, two vertical 
armrest supports are utilized in spaced relation longitu 
dinally of the side frame of the wheelchair to maintain 
the armrest in alignment with the side frame. The releas 
able catch means for maintaining the armrest in various 
vertically adjusted positions is located in the upper hori 
zontal tubular frame portion between the armrest sup 
port for compactness of arrangement and to prevent it 
from being accidentally caught and actuated by the cloth 
ing of the occupant of the chair. The armrest, adjustable 
armrest support and catch means are located within a 
common generally vertical plane, enabling my invention 
to be incorporated in the collapsible type wheelchair 
widely in use, without interfering with such collapsibility. 
The objects of the invention are set forth above. Other t 

objects and advantages will more fully appear from the 
following description in connection with the accompany 
ing drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of a collapsible wheel 

chair embodying my invention, the adjustable armrest 
being shown in full and broken lines in three positions of 
adjustment; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary detail taken approxi~ 

mately on the line 2—2 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a section taken approximately on the line 

3-—3 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged detail taken approximately on the 

line 4-4 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary detail taken approximately on 

the line 5-5 of FIG. 1. 
In the drawing there is shown a wheelchair 6 having a 

side frame 8 comprising a lower horizontal tubular mem 
ber 10 and an upper horizontal tubular member 12. The 
tubular member 12 has downwardly directed end portions 
12A with reduced lower extremities 12B rearwardly re 
ceived in socket sleeves 12C, the socket sleeves being 
welded to a forward upright tubular frame member 14 
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and a rear upright frame member 16. Combined braces 
and seat bars 13 extend horizontally between the uprights 
14 and 16. The rear upright tubular member 16 extends 
above the upper horizontal tubular member 12 to provide 
back-supporting means and a push button handle 18. 
There is a similar side frame on each side of the chair 
and the two side frames are connected by cross-braces 20 
pivoted at 22 in accordance with the construction shown 
in Patent No. 2,618,319 granted Nov. 18, 1952, to Herbert 
A. Everest and Harry C. Jennings. 
As is customary, the wheelchair is supported by large 

propulsion wheels 24 and smaller caster wheels 26'. Also, 
eachvside frame may be provided with a footrest support 
28 carrying a suitable footrest unit 30, as is well known’ 
in the art. 
The detachable upper horizontal tubular portion 12 of 

the side frame has a pair of vertically disposed spaced 
sleeves 32 and 34 extending therethrough and secured to 
the tubular member 12 as by welding. Vertically slidable 
in the sleeves 32 are vertically disposed tubular armrest 
supports 36 and 38. The upper ends of these armrest sup 
ports are connected by a horizontal cross-member 40 
which may be welded thereto and said cross-member 40 
has an armrest pad 42 suitably secured thereto as by 
screws or bolts 44 extending upwardly through said cross 
member 40. 

The detachable upper horizontal tubular side frame 
member 12 has a tubular portion 46 which lies between 
the two vertically disposed sleeves 32 and 34. Slidably 
disposed within the tubular section 46 is a catch bolt 48 
having a catch pin 50 which extends through an aperture 
52 in the sleeve 32 and into one of a series of apertures 
54 in the vertical tubular armrest support 36. A catch 
bolt operator 56 has an inner end 58 threaded into the 

' catch bolt 48 and a portion extending through a longitu 
dinal slot 60 in the tubular section 46. The outwardly ex 
tending portion of the bolt operator 56 is vertically dis 
posed and is aligned with the sleeves 32 and 34 and the 
tubular armrest supports 36 and 38. A compression spring 
62 is disposed between the catch bolt 48 and the vertical 
sleeve 34 to yieldably urge the catch bolt and the catch 
pin 50 to the right, as viewed in FIG. 3. 

It should be noted that the sleeves 32 and 34, the 
vertical tubular armrest supports 36 and 38, the armrests 

“ 42 and the catch bolt operator 56 are all generally in the 
same vertical plane. This provides not only a compact and 
neat construction, but is highly advantageous in the wide 
ly used collapsible wheelchairs because there is nothing 
appreciably wider than the side frame itself to prevent 
collapsing of the wheelchair so that it will take up a de 
sired minimum of space when so collapsed. The catch 
bolt operator 56 is located between the vertical tubular 
armrest supports 36 and in alignment therewith in the 
same plane so that the catch bolt actuator, while readily 

‘ accessible, is to a considerable extent shielded so it will 
not catch upon the clothing of the occupant of the chair. 
This is not only a matter of comfort or convenience, but 
a safety measure, since it is protected from accidental dis 
lodgement and release of the arm chair support with a 
possible sudden and unexpected lowering of the support 
which might occur if the catch operator were not so 
protected. This could be a matter of considerable con 
cern, depending upon the physical condition of the oc 
cupant. 

It should be understood that various changes can be 
made in the form, details, arrangement and proportions 
of the various parts, without departing from the spirit of 
the invention. 

I claim: 
1. In a wheelchair, a pair of side frames of tubular 

material generally de?ning the thickness of the side 
frames, pivoted cross-brace means connecting the side 
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frames for collapsing movement toward each other, a 
seat supported between the side frames at a ?xed height, 
each side frame having an upper horizontal tubular arm 
portion externally parallel to and closely approximately 
the vertical plane of the remaining portion of the side 
frame, an arm rest disposed above said tubular arm por 
tion in longitudinal alignment therewith and in said ver 
tical plane, a pair of spaced parallel vertical armrest 
posts secured at their upper ends to said armrest and ver 
tically slidable through said tubular arm portion to adjust 
their vertical heights relative to the side frames and the 
seat, and catch means movably carried by said tubular 
arm portion and selectively movable into releasable lock 
ing engagement with at least one of said armrest posts at 
different vertical heights of said posts. 

2. The structure in claim 1, and said tubular arm por 
tion including a tubular section between said arm rest 
posts, and said catch means being located in and guided 
for movement by said tubular section. 

3. The structure in claim 1, and said catch means being 
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slidably movable within said tubular arm portion between 
said vertical arm rest posts, and an operator for said catch 
means extending exteriorly of said tubular arm portion and 
lying within the de?ned thickness of the tubular arm por 
tion. 

4. The structure in claim 1, and said tubular arm por 
tion having shor-t spaced sleeve sections extending ver 
tically therethrough, and said armrest posts being ver 
tically slidable and guided in said short spaced sleeve sec 
tions. 
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