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This invention relates to a traf?c warning device and 
more speci?cally to a portable traffic warning device. 
An object of this invention is to provide a collapsible 

portable tra?ic warning device, of simple and inexpensive 
construction and wherein the primary or main support 
structure also constitutes a carrying case in which the 
various parts of the device are stored when the device 
is in the collapsed position, the warning device being 
especially adaptable for use by police, ?re department, 
maintenance crews, on streets, highways, and other loca 
tions where tra?‘ic control is required. Speci?cally, the 
warning device includes a carrying case having extensible 
and retractable barrier structures which are pivotally 
connected to the case and which are swingable from a 
collapsed position within the carrying case to an erected 
generally horizontal position which are supported by 1col 
lapsible leg means, the latter also being stored in the 
carrying case when the device is in the collapsed position. 
Several of the portable collapsible warning and barricade 
devices may be easily stored and carried in the trunk 
of any conventional automobile, and may be quickly 
erected and collapsed as desired. Warning indicia is 
applied to selected surfaces of the device and certain sig 
nal mechanisms such as warning lights may also be pro 
vided. 

These and other objects and advantages of this inven 
tion will more fully appear from the following description 
made in connection with the accompanying drawings 
wherein like character references refer to the same or 
similar parts throughout the several views, and in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the barricade and warn 
ing device in the collapsed position; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the device in an erected 
position; 

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the device in the 
collapsed position; 
FIG. 4 is a vertical sectional view taken approximately 

along line 4—4 of FIG. 3 and looking in the direction of 
the arrows; and ’ 

FIG. 5 is an elevational view taken approximately along 
line 5-5 of FIG. 3 and looking in the direction of the 
arrows, certain parts thereof broken away for clarity. 

Referring now to the drawings it will be seen that one 
embodiment of our warning and barricade device desig 
nated generally by the reference numeral 10 is there 
shown. The device 10 includes a carrying case or main 
support structure 11 which as shown is of generally elon 
gate rectangular shaped con?guration. The support struc 
ture 11 may be constructed of any suitable rigid material 
and as seen includes a front wall 12, rear wall 13, opposed 
side walls 14, a top wall 15, and a bottom wall 16 all 
of which have substantially ?at exterior surfaces. It will 
be noted as best seen in FIG. 2 that when the barricade 
and'warning device 10 is in the erect position, the support 
structure 11 is positioned upon a supporting surface such 
as a roadway or the like so that the longitudinal axis of 
the support structure is oriented vertically. The support 
structure 11 has a hollow interior which de?nes a storage 
compartment 17 which accommodates certain components 
of the device therein when the device is in the collapsed 
condition and which also accommodates certain acces 
sory parts such as ?ares, ?ashlights and the like. This 
compartment 17 is accessible through an opening formed 
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in the upper end of the support structure 11, which open 
ing is closed by the top Wall 15. To this'end it will be 
noted that the top wall 15 is hingedly connected to the 
rear wall 13 by suitable hinge means 18, the top wall 
therefore constituting a closure member for the support 
structure. The top wall 15 may be retained in the closed 
condition by a suitable over center latch mechanism 19, 
20 the respective interengaging parts being on the top wall 
and front wall respectively. This over center lat-ch mecha 
nism 19 is ‘of conventional construction as shown and a 
detailed description thereof is felt to be unnecessary for 
the instant application. 

Referring again to FIGS. 1 and 2 it will be seen that 
the rear wall 13 includes a moveable central panel 13a 
which is hingedly connected at its upper end to the upper 
?xed portion of the rear wall by hinge means 20. Suitable 
revolvable latch elements 21 are pivotally mounted on the 
lower ?xed portion of the rear wall and may be swung 
into and out of engaging relation with the panel 13a to 
retain the same in its collapsed position as illustrated in 
FIG. 1. This moveable panel, however, may be swung 
to an erect position as illustrated in FIG. 2 and may be 
retained in this elevated position by a hook type latch 
element af?xed to the exterior ‘general central portion of 
the central panel and a latch engaging eye element 23 
af?xed to the top wall 15. It is pointed out that the ex 
terior surface of the central panel 13a may be provided 
with suitable warning indicia which is formed of re?ective 
paint, re?ective tape or other suitable visually perceptive 
material and this rear exterior surface will be forwardly 
presented when the panel is moved to the erect position. 
The side walls 14 are each provided with vertically ex 

tending elongate slots 14a opening into recess 24 formed 
by intermediate wall 12a and front wall 12 which de?nes 
a compartment for receiving the longitudinally extensible 
and retractable barrier structures 25. Each of these bar 
rier structures 25' are of generally elongate rectangular 
shaped configuration and each is preferably constructed 
of a suitable rigid material such as wood and the like. In 
the embodiment shown, three such arm members are pro 
vided, two of which are of substantially identical con 
?guration and are designated by the reference numeral 26 
and each being adjustably interconnected to an intermedi 
ate arm member 27. It will be noted that the arm mem 
bers 26 are each provided with a longitudinally extending 
laterally projecting slide element 28 integrally formed 
with one surface thereof, and the arm member 27 has a 
pair of longitudinally extending channel shaped slide ways 
29 formed in opposite surfaces thereof and extending 
throughout the length thereof. These slide ways or guide 
surfaces 29 receive the slide elements 28 therein to permit 
guided relative sliding movement between the intercon 
nected arm members of each barrier structure so that 
the arm member may be readily adjusted from a complete 
retracted position wherein the arm members are disposed 
in side by side relation with respect to each other, to a 
completely extended position wherein the arm member 
of each barrier structure extends longitudinally beyond 
one end of the adjacent arm member. 
To this end it will be noted that the arm members 26 

are each provided with a longitudinally extending central 
ly located slot 30 therein through which projects one of a 

‘ pair of bolts 31, each bolt extending through an aperture 
formed in one end portion of the arm member 27. Each 
of these bolts 31 of each arm member 27 projects through 
the slot 30 and each bolt is threadedly engaged by wing 
nut 31a to permit adjacent pairs of arm members to be 
locked in any desired extended position. The arm mem 
bers may also be locked in a completely retracted posi. 
tion wherein the barrier structures will very nicely fit 
within the arm receiving compartments 24. 
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The inner most arm member 26 of each barrier struc 

ture is pivotally connected to the support structure 11 in 
teriorly of the barrier structure receiving compartment 
24. It will be seen that this hinge means 32 includes a 
hinge plate ‘33 that is secured to the inner end of the inner 
most arm member 26 and another hinge plate 34 that is 
pivotally connected by pivot pin 35 to the rear surface of 
the front wall 12, the hinge plates 33 and 34 being pivot 
ally connected by a conventional hinge pintle pin or pivot 
36 in a well known manner. It Will therefore be seen that 
each hinge means 32 not only permits the associated bar 
rier structure to be pivoted about a substantially hori 
zontal axis de?ned by the pivot pin 35 but also permits 
the barrier structures to pivot about a substantially ver 
tical axis de?ned by the hinge pintle pin 36. 

It will be seen that the barrier structures 25 may be 
adjusted to a completely retracted position wherein each 
of the arm members thereof are disposed in side by side 
relation and the barrier structure may then be pivoted 
about its horizontal axis 35 to be positioned within the 
associated compartment 24. A retaining strap 37 is se 
cured to the upper surface of the bottom wall 16 interior 
ly of each barrier structure receiving compartment 24 
and each of these retaining straps 37 has a snap coupling 
type socket thereon that engages the snap coupling button 
or element 38 carried by the outer end of the intermedi 
ate arm 37 as best seen in FIG. 2. Thus the barrier 
structures 25 may be retained in the recess and readily 
released therefrom for quick erection as desired. 
The outer ends of the barrier structures 25 are sup 

ported by V-shaped leg structures 39 each comprised of 
a pair of similar leg members 46 pivotally connected to 
gether at their respective upper ends by a pivot 41 and 
interconnected intermediate their ends by a ?exible link 
42. The upper ends of the leg members 40 of each leg 
structure are provided with slots 43 therein which are 
disposed in alined or registering relation with respect to 
each other when the leg members are extended to their 
operative position as illustrated in FIG. 2 and the outer 
most end portion of each outer arm member 26 may be 
positioned ‘within these slots so that each leg structure 
supports the outer end of one barrier structure. It will 
be noted that the leg structures 41 may be collapsed so 
that the respective leg members are disposed in side by 
side relation and may be nicely accommodated in the 
compartment 17. 

It will be noted that one ‘of the side walls 14 is pro 
vided with a conventional U-shaped carrying handle 44 
and that the other side Wall has a bracket plate 45 secured 
thereto by any suitable securing means such as bolts or 
the like, this bracket plate 45 having a vertically opening 
socket element 46 a?ixed thereto. The socket element 46 
may very nicely accommodate the lower end of the tele~ 
scoping warning ?ag pole (not shown) which warning 
flags are used in conjunction with warning devices and 
barricades. Suitable electric signal light devices 47 may 
be provided having U-shaped attachment brackets 48 
which are engageable with a selected arm member of the 
barrier structures 25 to permit mounting of the electric 
signal light thereon. The barrier structures 25 may also 
suitably accommodate Warning signs 48 ‘which may be 
suspended from the arm structures by suitable hook and 
eye connectors 49 as shown. 
When it is desirable to use the barricade and warning 

device 10, the device may be quickly erected from a 
collapsed condition to an erect position by first position 
ing the support structure 11 in vertically oriented rela 
tion upon a support surface such as a roadway or the 
like. The V-shaped leg structures, electric signal lights, 
?ares, warning flags, warning signs and other accessory 
elements may be removed from the compartment and 
the top wall may then be latched in its closed condition. 
The central panel 13a may be swung upwardly to its 
erect position as shown in FIG. 2 and the barrier struc 
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tures 25 may be unlatched from their collapsed position 
within the arm receiving recesses and swung outwardly 
thereof. The wing nuts 31a associated with each of the 
bolts 31 may be loosened and each arm member may 
be extended relative to the adjacent arm member so 
that the barrier structure may be adjusted with respect 
to a desired over all length. The wing nuts may there 
after be tightened to lock the arm members of each 
arm structure in the adjusted position and the outer ends 
of the barrier structures may be positioned upon and 
supported by the V-shaped leg structures. In the event 
that the barricade and warning device is to be positioned 
around a pit or hole in the roadway, the support struc 
ture 11 may be positioned adjacent the hole or pit and 
the barrier structures 25 may be pivoted about their ver— 
tical axis to be disposed on opposite sides of such a hole. 
The warning ?ag may be installed in the pole receiving 
socket element 46 and the electric signal lights may be 
mounted in a selected desired position upon the barrier 
structures 25. 
When it is desirable to collapse the barricade and warn 

ing device 10, it is merely necessary to remove the various 
accessory devices, disengage the leg structures from the 
barrier structures and disengage the central panel 13a 
from its erected position. Thereafter the top wall 15 may 
be opened to permit the accessories and leg structures 
to be inserted therein, the top wall may thereafter be 
closed and latched. The central panel 13a may be latched 
in its collapsed position, and the barrier structures may 
be adjusted to the completely retracted position and 
swung into the barrier structure receiving compartments 
24 and locked therein. The entire support structure 11 
will then constitute a relatively compact carrying case 
which may be very easily carried by a single individual 
and placed in a vehicle, trunk or the like. When the 
various components of the barricade and warning device 
are formed of a light weight material such as wood, the 
over all weight of the device is relatively small and as 
pointed out above may be conveniently handled by a 
single person. Several such devices may be carried by 
a single vehicle and may be quickly erected for emergency 
use. It is preferred that warning indicia be applied to 
the front surface of all of the components when in the 
erected position and such warning indicia may be re 
?ective paint, or re?ective tape or the like. The barricade 
or warning device may be extended across a roadway 
or lane of a highway or may be disposed in partially 
surrounding relation with respect to pit or holes in a 
roadway. Thus the barricade device is especially adaptable 
for use when temporary traffic control is required. 

It will be noted from the preceding paragraphs that 
the support structure 11 not only constitutes a carrying 
case but actually comprises the central or main support 
for the barricade warning device when the latter is in 
the erected condition. This main support structure 11 is 
also arranged and constructed so that it presents a rela 
tively large surface area to which the warning indicia 
may be applied when the device is in the erect condition. 

It will, therefore, be seen from the foregoing de 
scription that we have not only provided a warning and 
barricade device of simple and inexpensive construction 
but have provided a warning and barricade device which 
functions in a more e?icient manner than any heretofore 
known comparable device. 

It will, of course, be understood that various changes 
may be made in the ‘form, details, arrangement and pro 
portion of the various parts without departing from the 
scope of our invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A portable collapsible barricade and warning device 

comprising an elongate casing adapted to be oriented 
in upstanding relation on a supporting surface, and hav 
ing a hollow interior formed by a top, bottom, front, 
rear and opposed side walls, an elongated intermediate 
wall in said casing spaced from said rear wall and forming 
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a compartment therewith, said side walls each having an 
elongate vertically extending slot therein opening into said 
compartment, a pair of elongated longitudinally exten 
sible and retractable barrier structures each including a 
plurality of elongated arm members, means interengaging 
interconnecting adjacent arm members of each barrier 
structure together to permit said members to be readily 
adjusted from a retracted position wherein said members 
are disposed in side-by-side relation to a sequentially 
extended position wherein one arm member extends longi 
tudinally beyond the end of its adjacent arm member, 
means hingedly connecting one of said members of each 
barrier structure to said casing at a point located interior 
ly of said compartment to permit each barrier structure 
to be pivoted about a substantially horizontal axis be 
tween a collapsed position wherein each barrier structure 
is positioned within said compartment, and an extended 
position wherein each barrier structure projects outwardly 
from said compartment, a pair of leg structures each de 
tachably engaging one of said barrier structures and 
cooperating with said casing to support said barrier struc 
tures in a horizontal position, said leg structures being 
detachable from said barrier structures for storage in said 
casing. 

2. The barricade and warning device as de?ned in claim 
1 wherein said rear wall portion includes a ?xed panel 
element and a movable panel element hingedly connected 
to said ?xed panel element and being swingable from a 
collapsed position substantially co-extensive with the ?xed 
panel element to an erect position projecting upwardly 
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beyond said casing, means on said movable panel element 
releasably engaging retaining means on said casing for 
holding said movable panel element in an erect posi 
tion, and visually perceptive warning indicia on said 
movable panel element. 

3. The barricade and warning device as de?ned in claim 
1 wherein one of said arm members of each barrier 
structure has an elongate slide way therein, and the 
adjacent arm member has an elongate longitudinal slide 
element thereon positioned within said slide way to there 
by permit guided sliding movement of said elongate 
members. 

4. The barricade and warning device as de?ned in claim 
1 wherein said top wall is hingedly connected to one of 
said walls, said top wall being swingable between an 
open and closed position to permit access to the interior 
of said casing. 

5. The barricade and warning device as de?ned in claim 
1 wherein said hinge means for each of said barrier struc 
tures hingedly connects the associated barrier structure to 
said casing to also permit each barrier structure to pivot 

J about a substantially vertical axis. 

25 

6. The barricade and warning device as de?ned in 
claim 1 including visually perceptive warning indicia 
af?xed to the forwardly facing surfaces of said casing and 
said barrier structure. 
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