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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A table has an aperture in its horizontal surface, a 
clock detachably secured to the underside of the said 
surface, the face of the clock being visible through the 
aperture, and a transparent panel extending over at least 
the area of the clock face. 

This invention relates to tables and provides a table 
having a top surface with an aperture in that surface in 
combination with a clock and means for detachably 
securing the clock to the underside of the top surface of 
the table whereby the face of the clock is visible through 
the said aperture therein. 

‘Preferably the aperture locates the relative position of 
the face of the clock thereto and preferably houses the 
face of the clock therein. 

It is also preferred that the means for detachably 
securing the clock to the underside of the top surface of 
the table comprise means which are ?xed to the said 
underside of the top surface and which engage either the 
underside of the clock or slots in the sides of the clock. 
The face of the clock is preferably provided with a 

dial having at least one set of ?gures and/ or marks, which 
set is preferably clearly identi?ed as to the location of, 
say twelve o’clock. 

In one form of the invention the face of the clock is 
provided with a circular rotatable dial, whereby the clock 
dial, after rotation thereof and adjustment of the clock 
hands, may be read from any position around the table. 

In another form of the invention, the face of the clock 
is provided with a square or rectangular dial, the dial 
being provided with two sets of ?gures and/or marks, 
one set being displaced around the dial with respect to 
the other set, whereby the clock dial, after adjustment 
of the clock hands, may be read from either of two posi 
tions. 

In a further form of the invention, the edges of the 
aperture in the top surface of the table are chamfered 
and provided with one or more sets of ?gures and/or 
marks to constitute or in addition to the clock dial. In 
this case the clock dial may more readily be seen and 
read by someone sitting at the table. 
The clock face is preferably protected by glass, which 

glass may cover only the aperture on the top surface of 
the table or may cover the top surface of the table. 
The clock is preferably constructed such that it may 

be used apart from the table. In such a case, the clock is 
preferably provided with a set of legs whereby the clock, 
when removed from the table, may rest on a surface with 
its dial in a vertical position. In the case of a rectangular 
clock, the clock may be provided with a leg projecting 
from each corner whereby the vclock may he stood on a 
surface with any one of its sides uppermost. -In this latter 
case, the clock dial is either rotatable or provided with two 
sets of ?gures and/or marks as described above. 
The clock may also be provided with means whereby 

the clock, when removed from the table, may be hung on 
the Wall. 
By way of example, a construction of a table and clock 
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and a modi?cation thereof in accordance with the inven 
tion will now be described with reference to the accom 
panying drawings in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a top perspective view of the table with 

the clock detachably secured thereto; 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective side elevation of the table 

and clock as shown in FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a view of the underside of the top sur 

face of the table, the legs of the table being removed; 
FIGURE 4 is a top perspective view of the table with 

the clock detached and standing on the top surface of the 
table; and 
FIGURE 5 is a plan view of a modi?ed form of the 

table shown in FIGURES l to 4. 
With reference to FIGURES 1 to 3, the table is rec 

tangular and is provided with a top surface 10 and four 
legs 11 detachably secured in known manner to the under~ 
side 12 of the surface 10. 

Centrally located in the top surface 10 is a rectangular 
aperture 13 and detachably secured to the underside 12 
of the surface 10 is a clock 14, the face 15 of the clock 14 
being visible through the aperture 13. The face 15 of the 
clock projects upwardly from the body of the clock into 
the aperture 13 and is of the same size as the aperture. 
The face of the clock is thereby symmetrically located 
within the aperture. 

In this example, the ?xing means for the clock comprise 
two or more swivel latches 16 which are pivotally secured 
to the underside 12 of the top surface 10, each latch 
being capable of engaging in a slot 17 (see more especial 
ly FIGURE 4), which slots are provided in the opposed 
sides 21 of the body of the clock. Alternatively, the ?xing 
means may comprise a plurality of lengths of spring steel 
dependent from the underside 12 of the top surface 10 
each length having a hook-shaped free end whereby it is 
capable of engaging the underside of the clock or of a 
part thereof. With either of the ?xing means, the clock 
is ?rmly but detachably secured to the underside 12 of 
the top surface 10. 

In the example shown in FIGURES 1 to 3, the face 15 
of the clock is provided with a circular dial 18 having a 
set of ?gures thereon. This dial is also rotatable about its 
centre whereby it may be rotated from one position to 
another and, after the clock hands have been adjusted, 
read in that other position. Alternatively, the dial may be 
rectangular and cover the whole of the face of the clock. 
In this latter case, the dial is not rotatable and may be 
provided with one or two sets of ?gures and/ or marks for 
reading the dial. If two sets of ?gures and/or marks are 
provided, one set is displaced around the dial with respect 
to the other set whereby the dial may be read in a ?rst 
position and then, after the necessary adjustment of the 
clock hands, read in a second position. 
The clock 14 may also be used when removed from 

its position secured to the underside 12 of the top surface 
of the table. For this purpose (see especially FIGURE 4), 
the body of the clock is provided with four legs 19 one 
at each corner, which legs project from the sides 20, 21 
of the clock, whereby the clock, when removed from the 
table, may he stood on two of the legs which are ad 
jacent one another. In this example, the rectangular clock 
14 may thus be stood with its dial vertical and with either 
its sides 20 or its sides 21 vertical, provided that the face 
of the clock has either a rotatable dial or a dial having 
two sets of numbers and/or marks. 
The clock is further provided with members 22, 23 

(see FIGURE 3), each member having a keyhole socket 
24 into which the head of a screw or nail may be in 
serted. These members may thus be vused to hang the 
clock on a wall or like support, the member 22 being 
used to hang the clock with the sides 20_ of the clock in 



3,380,402 
3 

a vertical position and the member 23 being used to hang 
the clock with the sides 21 in a vertical position. 

In this example, the operative part of the clock com 
prises a sealed unit 30 operable by a battery and thus the 
body of the clock does not require a back member. How 
ever, the clock may be provided with a back member, if 
desired, which back member is removed when the clock 
is to be hung on a wall or like structure by means of one 
of the members 22, 23. 
The body or casing of the clock is preferably made 

of Perspex (Trademark), the legs of the clock being pref~ 
erably made of clear Perspex and the remainder of black 
Perspex. 
With reference to the modi?ed form of table shown in 

FIGURE 5, the face 15 of the clock is blank and a set 
of ?gures and marks is provided on the edges 25 of the 
aperture 13, which edges thereby form a dial for the 
clock. The edges 25 are, in this case, chamfered to an 
angle of say 30° to the top surface of the table instead of 
being at right angles to the top surface. Use of this ar 
rangement of dial has the advantage that the dial may 
be seen and read more readily by someone sitting at the 
table. However, the face of the clock may also be pro 
vided with its own set of ?gures and/or marks so that 
the clock may be used on its own as described above. The 
?gures on the edges of the aperture may be replaced by 
marks provided that, say 12 o’clock, is clearly identi?ed. 
The table is preferably covered by a sheet of glass 26, 

which sheet also covers the face of the clock. Alternative 
ly, this sheet of glass may be replaced by a panel which 
covers only the aperture 13 and hence the clock face, 
means being provided to support the glass above the clock 
hands. 
The table may also be provided with a removable panel 

of the same material as that of the top surface of the 
table, which panel is capable of being secured in the 
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aperture 13 when the clock is removed therefrom. The 
securing means for the clock may be used‘to secure the 
panel in place. 

I claim: 
1. A table having a horizontal table top, a plurality 

of legs supporting said table top, an aperture in said 
table top, a clock, means detachably securing the clock 
to the underside of the table top, said means being ?xed 
to the underside of the table top, the face of the clock 
being visible through said aperture, and a transparent 
panel entirely covering said aperture, said table top hav 
ing a smoothly uniplanar upper surface of which the 
upper surface of said transparent panel comprises at least 
a portion. 

2. A table as claimed in claim 1 in which the trans 
parent panel covers the whole of the table top. 
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