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The present invention relates generally to the building 
construction art and more particularly to a new and novel 
locking and latching device for use with a pair of swing 
ing doors. 

In the construction of buildings there are often em 
ployed a pair of horizontally swinging doors, the free ends 
of which doors may be locked against swinging so as to 
prohibit unauthorized entrance to the building. It is a 
major object of the present invention to provide a unique 
locking and latching device for use with a pair of swing 
ing doors. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a 
locking and latching device of the aforedescribed nature 
which is economical of construction and may be readily 
installed so as to be available to a wide market. 
Yet a further object of the present invention is to 

provide a locking and latching device of the aforedescn'bed 
nature which is simple in design, rugged of construction 
and which will afford a long and trouble-free service life. 
A more particular object of the present invention is to 

provide a ‘locking and latching device for use with a pair 
of ?rst and second swinging doors, said device having a 
recessed vertical track extending along the free edge of 
the ?rst of said doors and vertically slidable supporting 
upper and lower bolts, such bolts being vertically slidable 
from a locking position wherein the upper end of the upper 
bolt extends above the top of the doors and the lower 
end of the lower bolt extends below the bottom of said 
doors and an unlocked position wherein the upper and 
lower ends of the upper and lower bolts, respectively, clear 
the upper and lower edges of said doors, with the proxi 
mate ends of the upper and lower bolts being vertically 
separated while in such locking position to de?ne a keeper 
receiving space for a lock carried by the free edge of 
the second door. 
Yet another object of the invention is to provide a 

device of the aforedescribed nature that affords a Weather 
tight seal for the swinging doors. 

These and other objects and advantages of the present 
invention will become apparent from the following de 
tailed description when taken in conjunction with the 
appended drawings wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a broken perspective view showing a pre 

ferred form of locking and latching device embodying the 
present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged horizontal sectional view 

taken on line 2--2 of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged horizontal sectional view 

taken on line 3--3 of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view 

taken on line 4-4 of FIGURE 3; and 
FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view in 

reduced scale taken along line 5--5 of FIGURE 3. 
Referring to the drawings, the preferred form of latch 

ing and locking device L embodying the present invention 
is adapted for use with a pair of ?rst and second swing 
ing doors D1 and D2, respectively. The device D includes 
a vertical track, generally designated 10, which may be 
of extruded metallic construction. It will be understood, 
however, that other suitable materials may be utilized to 
form the track 10. 
The track 10 is a?ixed to the free edge 12 of the ?rst 

door D1 and extends along the height thereof. Track 10 
includes a web 14 formed at its intermediate portion with 
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a recess 16. The web 14 is affixed to the free edge 12 of 
the door D1 by a plurality of screws 18 which extend 
through the mid-portion of the recess 16. The front of 
the web 14 is integral with the mid-portion of a curved 
cap 20 that extends at right angles to the web. As indicated 
particularly in FIGURES 2 and 3, one-half 20a of cap 
20 abuts the front of the door D1 at 22. The opposite 
half 2012 of the cap extends beyond the free edge 12 of 
the ‘front of the door D1 and is curved rearwardly similar 
to the ?rst half 20a. Half 20b is formed with a rearwardly 
facing recess 24 that receives a weather-stripping 26. The 
rear edge 28 of this cap half is adapted to abut the front 
of the door D2 when the latter is in a closed position. At 
this time the weather-stripping 26 will serve to seal the 
door D2 relative to the other door D1. 

Disposed within the recess 16 of the track 10 are a 
pair of upper and lower bolts 30 and 32, respectively. 
As indicated particularly in FIGURE 2, the outer edge 
34 of the bolts 30 and 32 are substantially ?ush with the 
outer surface of the web 14. The opposite side of both 
locking bolts is formed with a vertical slot 36. Disposed 
within the intermediate portion of each of the slots 36 
of the bolts 30 and 32 are one or more like bowed springs 
38, the pro?le of such springs being clearly shown in 
FIGURE 5. The top and bottom of the springs 38 are 
af?xed to the track 10 within the recess 16 thereof. The 
springs 38 are ?exed su?iciently out of their relaxed posi 
tion to yieldingly restrain the bolts 30 and 32 against 
vertical movement within the recess 16 of track 10. 
The proximate ends of the bolts 30 and 32 are formed 

with handle means 46 and 48 of like construction. These 
handles 46 and 48 are positioned within complementary 
pockets 50 and 52, respectively, formed in the lower end 
of upper bolt 30 and the upper end of lower bolt 32, as 
indicated particularly in FIGURE 4. The upper portion 
of the upper handle 46 is pivotally secured to the upper 
bolt 30 by means of a horizontal pivot pin 54. A like 
pivot pin 56 pivotally secures the lower handle 48 to the 
upper portion of the lower bolt 32. The outer surfaces of 
the handles 46 and 48 are normally substantially flush 
with the free edge 12 of the door D1. 
The door D2 is provided with a conventional door lock 

57 only the reotractable keeper 57a of which is shown 
in the drawings. The exact construction of this lock .is 
not important to the present invention. Many such locks 
are commercially available and are familiar to those 
skilled in the a-rt. , 

In the operation of the aforedescribed locking and latch 
ing device L, the handles 45 and 48 may be pivoted to 
the position of handle 48 shown in dotted outline in FIG~ 
URE 5 so as to be manually grasped. The handles 46 and 
43 may then be employed to raise the upper bolt 30‘ until 
the upper end thereof extends above the top of the ?rst 
door D1 and into the cavity 58 of a conventional catch 
60 mounted within the upper threshold. 62 of the doors 
D1 and D2, as indicated particularly at the upper por 
tion of FIGURE 5. In a similar fashion, the lower handle 
48 may be employed to depress the lower bolt 32 until it 
extends below the bottom of the ‘door D1 and into the 
cavity of a catch- (not shown) similar to the catch 60. 
When the upper and lower bolts 30 and 32 have been ex 
tended into such locking position their proximate ends 
will be vertically spaced apart so as to de?ne a space 64 
that receives the retractable keeper 57a of the door lock 

“ 57 of door D2. With the keeper 57a inserted within space 
64 the door D2 will be securely locked in its closed posi 
tion shown in solid outline in FIGURE 3. To open door 
D2 the keeper 57a is merely retracted out of space 64. To 
open door D1 the bolts 30 and 32 are retracted down 
wardly and upwardly, respectively, to retract them from 
within the catches 60. 
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Various modi?cations and changes may be made with 
respect to the foregoing detailed description without de 
parting from the spirit of the present invention or the 
scope of the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. A locking and latching device for use with a pair 

of ?rst and second swinging doors, the free end of said 
second door being provided with a lock having a retract 
able keeper, comprising: 

a recessed vertical track extending along the free edge 
of the ?rst of said doors; 

an upper bolt vertically slidably disposed within the 
recess of said track; 

a lower bolt vertically slidably disposed within the re 
cess of said track below the lower end of said upper 
bolt, the outer edges of said bolts being ?ush with 
said free end of said ?rst door; 

resilient means interposed between said bolts and said 
track yieldingly restraining said bolts against verti 
cal movement in said track in either direction; 

and handle means on said bolts, accessible from the 
edge of said ?rst door, and manually operable to 
urge said bolts to a locking position to latch said ?rst 
door independently of said second door wherein the 
upper end of said upper bolt extends above the top 
of said ?rst door and the lower end of said lower bolt 
extends below the bottom of said ?rst door with the 
adjacent ends of said upper bolt and said lower bolt 
de?ning a keeper-receiving space whereby the keeper 
of said lock of said second is receivable in said 
keeper-receiving space for engagement with both 
said adjacent ends to constrain both said bolts against 
movement toward one another, and said bolts being 
movable by said handle means from said locking posi 
tion to an unlocked position wherein the upper end 
of said upper bolt is retracted downwardly to clear 
the top of said first door and wherein the lower end 
of said lower bolt is retracted upwardly to clear the 
bottom of said ?rst door. 

2. A device as set forth in claim 1 wherein said track 
includes a ‘cap that extends beyond the free edge of said 
?rst door to overlie the face of said second door adjacent 
its free end. 

3. A device as set forth in claim 2 wherein said cap is 
provided With Weatherstripping. 

4. A locking and latching device for use with a pair 
of ?rst and second swinging doors’ the free end of said 
second door being provided with a lock having a retract 
able keeper, comprising: 

a vertical track extending along the free edge of said 
?rst door, said track including a web abutting said 
free end and formed at its intermediate portion with 
a recess, and the front of said web having a cap ex 
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tending at right angles to said web beyond the free 
edge of said ?rst door; 

an upper bolt vertically slidably disposed within the 
recess of said track; 

a lower bolt vertically slidably disposed within the re 
cess of said track below the lower end of said upper 
bolt, the outer edges of said bolts being ?ush with 
said free end of said ?rst door; 

said bolts being formed with a vertical slot; 
spring means in said slots biasing said bolts transversely 

against said track to restrain vertical movement of 
said bolts therein in either direction; 

and handle means on the proximate ends of said bolts 
accessible from the edge of said ?rst door that are 
manually operable to urge said bolts to a locking po 
sition to latch said ?rst door independently of said 
second door wherein the upper end of said upper 
bolt extends above the top of said ?rst door and 
the lower end of said lower bolt extends below the 
bottom of said ?rst door with the adjacent ends of 
said upper bolt and said lower bolt de?ning a keeper 
:receiving space whereby the keeper of said lock of 
said second door is receivable in said keeper-receiv 
ing space for engagement with both said ends to con 
strain both said bolts against movement toward one 
another, and said bolts being movable by said handle 
means from said locking position to an unlocked 
position wherein the upper end of said upper bolt is 
retracted downwardly to clear the top of said ?rst 
door and wherein the lower end of said lower bolt 
is retracted upwardly to clear the bottom of said 
?rst door. 

5. A device as set forth in ‘claim 4 wherein said cap is 
provided with Weatherstripping engageable by the front 
of the free end of said second door. 
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