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This invention relates to a word puzzle device, and 
more particularly to a game or word puzzle device where 
in the player may be provided with clues and, based upon 
the clues, may manipulate the parts of the device to work 
out a solution. 

Further, this invention relates to a word puzzle game 
board and indicia means therefor whereby the user may 
work out a clue or series of clues and thus propound 
a problem or puzzle for the possessor of a similar game 
board and associated apparatus. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to provide 
a game puzzle board. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a puzzle 

board and strip indicia means whereby clues may be 
progressively supplied and wherein the user may, by fol 
lowing the clues, arrive at an answer at a “read-out” level 
or line on the game board. 

Still more particularly, it is an object of the invention 
to provide a word puzzle board wherein the user is per 
mitted to set up the board with a desired answer at the 
read-out line and, by means of code indicia, enable the 
possessor of a similar board to arrive at the solution on 
his read-out line, by giving suitable clues. 
More particularly, it is an object of the invention to 

provide a word puzzle device including a board having 
indicia markings and means for holding a plurality of 
strips of letters mountable on'the board in a plurality of 
relatively oriented positions one to the other, there being 
provided means for orienting the strips with respect to 
each other and with respect to the board in such manner 
as to align the strips to de?ne a desired message, word 
or answer to a puzzle. 

To attain these objects and such further objects as may 
appear herein or be hereinafter pointed out, I make ref 
erence to the accompanying drawings, forming a part 
hereof, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a plan view of a game board and indicia 

strips in accordance with the invention; ’ 
FIGURE 2 is a magni?ed sectional view taken on the 

line 2—2 of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary perspective view of an 

other embodiment of the invention. 
In accordance with the invention, there is provided a 

play board 10 divided into vertically extending columns 
11. The board may include a backing 12, an iron or other 
magnetic facing 13 and a plurality of vertically extending 
ribs 14, the ribs being preferably covered by a decorative 
skin material 15. It will be seen that the ribs 14 divide 
the face of the board into vertical columns. 
The board is provided, preferably adjacent the margin, 

with a plurality of height indicia markers 16, the markers 
being regularly spaced apart vertically on the board. One 
of the indicia markers 16' may de?ne a read-out line. 
A plurality of longitudinally extending code strips 17 

of widthwise dimension generally equal to the spacing of 
the ribs 14, are provided. The strips 17 are provided with 
sequence indicia markings 18, preferably in the form of 
numerals, the markings of each strip being different from 
the sequence indicia markings of the other strips. In the 
illustrated embodiments of the invention, sequence indicia 
means or markers take the form of sequential numbers 
1 through 15. 
The strips 17 are provided with regularly spaced apart 

letters 19, the letters extending substantially the entire 
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length of the strips, the letters being regularly spaced 
apart to correspond with the spacing of the indicia mark 
ings 16 of the board. In the embodiment of FIGURES l 
and 2, the under surface of the strips 17 has one or more 
magnetic members 20 glued or otherwise a?ixed thereto. 

It will be readily understood that by reason of the iron 
13, it is possible to place the strip members in any of 
the channels de?ned between the ribs 14, the combined 
action of the ribs and magnets securing the strips against 
inadvertent movement with respect to the board while 
still permitting the strips to be slid longitudinally with 
respect to each other or removed bodily from the board, 
when this is desired. ' 

It will be readily recognized that the board and strips 
in accordance with the invention may be used in a multi 
tude of ways, the following suggested use being purely 
illustrative. 
One player having a board and strips, hereinafter re 

ferred to as the Propounder, sets up the strips in any pre 
determined order, sliding the strips upward or downward 
so that the letters on the strip at the level of the read 
out line 16' register or display a desired answer. The 
Propounder next develops a clue. 

In the embodiment of FIGURE 1, the answer is 
“Thomas Jefferson” and the Propounder may suggest a 
clue such as “He was our third president.” It will be noted 
that for ?exibility, one or more of the strips may include 
a dot or other indicia which indicates a “wild” letter, in 
this instance such wild letter representing the terminal “n.” 

In addition, the Propounder advises the other partici 
pant, who is known as the Player, of the order of sequence 
in which the strips are to be arranged on the play board. 
In the manner in which the board is set up in FIGURE 1, 
the Player would thus be advised to place the #6 strip 
?rst; #12 strip second; #5 strip third, #14 strip fourth, 
etc. 

The Player, based on the clue provided, now will at 
tempt to slide the strips upwardly and downwardly on 
the board so as to spell out the answer on the read-out 
line 16’. In the event that the Player is unable to arrive 
at, and hence spell out, the answer within a predetermined 
time, the Propounder may provide a clue which will align 
one of the strips, for instance the ?rst strip #6, at the 
proper level, to place the ?rst letter of the answer in 
juxtaposition with the read-out line. Thus, to give the next 
clue in the illustrated problem, the Propounder would 
say “Place strip #6 at level line 6.” The Player will there 
fore, immediately be aware that the ?rst letter of the an 
swer is a “T.” 

The process of periodically providing subsequent clues, 
permitting the Player to align successive strips, may be 
followed by the Propounder until either the player is able 
to arrive at the desired solution or until all of the strips 
are properly aligned. ' 

It is an important, desirable feature of the present in 
vention that the game may be played by a single person 
operating from a book or sheet which gives clues and also 
strip setting. One of the desirable phases of the invention 
lies in the fact that such a booklet need not give an answer 
but, rather, merely give a sequence of numbers, enabling 
the progressive alignment of the strips. Therefore, unlike 
other puzzle devices, a single player may be exposed to 
the entire answer to the problem and yet, since the answer, 
which is in terms of coding for aligning the strips, will not 
be intelligible but will merely be a direction for orienting 
the strips, the ability of the player to look at the entire 
answer at once will not spoil or compromise the puzzle. 

It will be readily recognized that the device may also be 
used for the amusement of a plurality of people. In one 
preferred end use, a plurality of players may be given the 
original clue and subsequent strip aligning clues, the ?rst 
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of the group able to piece together the proper answer being 
declared the winner. . 
As a further variation, it is possible to sell or publish 

booklets giving the initial clue, the strip sequence and 
the progressive clues necessary in the event of the in 
ability of the player to arrive at the correct answer inde 
pendently. ' 

In the embodiment of FIGURE 3, the play board is 
shown to have dovetail or undercut channel slots 21, the 
strips 22 being substantially ?at and sleeved into inter?t 
ting relation with the dovetail slots. It will be seen that by 
this relationship the strips will not be permitted to fallout 
of the slots but, nonetheless, may be inserted endwisely 
into the slots or channels and slid longitudinally with re 
spect thereto. Preferably, the width of the strips is such 
as to provide a friction ?t within the channels, so as to 
resist lengthwise shifting. 
Having thus described the invention and illustrated its 

use, what I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. A word puzzle device comprising a plurality of elon 
gated strips each having regularly spaced-apart letters, 
sequence indicia means on said strips for arranging said 
strips in predetermined order, a play board including hold 
ing means for supporting said strips in parallel, side-by 
side orientation, a row of indicia markings on said board 
running parallel with said strips, the markings de?ning said 
row being spaced apart to correspond with the spacing of 
the letters on said strips, and a read-out indicator line on 
said board displaced from and running normal to said row 
of indicia markings. 

2. A word puzzle device comprising a plurality of elon 
gated strips each having regularly spaced-apart letters, 
sequence indicia means on said strips for arranging said 
strips in predetermined order, a play board including hold 
ing means for supporting said strips in parallel, side-by 
side orientation and permitting relative lengthwise sliding 
movement of said strips, a row of indicia markings on said 
board running parallel with said strips, the markings de 
?ning said row being spaced apart to correspond with the 
spacing of the letters on said strips, and a read-out indi 
cator line on said board displaced from and running nor 
mal to said row of indicia markings. 

3. A word puzzle device comprising a plurality of elon 
gated strips each having regularly spaced-apart letters, 
sequence indicia markings on said strips for arranging said 
strips in predetermined order, a play board for said strips, 
said board including means cooperatively engaging said 
strips and holding said strips to said board in parallel, 
side-by-side relation while permitting sliding relative 
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lengthwise movement of said strips and board, a row of 
indicia markings on said board running parallel with said 
strips, the markings de?ning said row being spaced apart 
to correspond with the spacing of the letters on said strips, 
the board indicia markings and the sequence indicia mark 
ings together de?ning means indicating the lengthwise ad 
justment of the strips, and a read-out indicator line on said 
board displaced from and running normal to said row of 
markings of said board. 

4. A word puzzle device comprising a plurality of elon 
gated strips each having regularly spaced-apart letters, 
sequence indica markings on said strips for arranging said 
strips in predetermined order, a play board for said strips, 
said board including elongated channel means engaging 
and supporting said strips in parallel, side-by-side relation 
while permitting independent relative longitudinal move 
ment between said strips and said board, a row of indicia 
markings on said board running parallel with said strips, 
the markings de?ning said row being spaced apart to cor 
respond with the spacing of the letters on said strips, the 
board indicia markings and the sequence indicia markings 
together de?ning means indicating the longitudinal adjust 
ment of the strips, and a read-out indicator line on said 
board displaced from and running normal to said row of 
markings of said board. 

5. A device in accordance with claim 4 wherein said 
channel means include lengthwise extending slots in num 
ber corresponding to the number of said strips, said slots 
having partial covering portions limiting outward move 
ment of said strips away from said board while exposing 
the majority of the faces of said strips. 

6. A device in accordance with claim 4 and including 
magnet means interposed between said strips and said 
board for magnetically drawing said strips to said board. 
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