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This invention relates to a machine for handling paper, 
particularly accounting machine forms having perfora 
tions along the edge thereof by means of which the forms 
are passed through a machine. 

Such accounting forms are frequently subjected to a 
series of operations wherein they are driven through a 
machine, and the edges are slit, the form is printed, or 
a plurality of interleaved forms separated into individual 
‘groups or the like. In such machines it is desirable to pro 
vide for the accommodation of forms of various widths. 
Even in those machines which are ordinarily run with _ 
only a single Width of paper, it is also desirable to pro 
vide some means of moving some operating device, such 
as a slitter from side to side of the machine. 
Means have heretofore been provided for adjusting 

such machines to provide for operations performed at 
different places on the web of paper but such means have 
rdinarily been di?icult to adjust, particularly by those 
who are not mechanically trained. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide a paper handling machine wherein some opera 
tion performed on the paper can be done at a desired 
place on the web, i.e. that the operating device can be ad 
justed from side to side transversely of the path of travel 
of the paper. 
Another object of this invention is to provide such a 

device which is easily adjusted to predetermined posi 
tions by unskilled personnel without the employment of 
tools. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a ma 

chine wherein the adjustment is achieved by a series of 
program bars which can be selectively inserted in the 
machine. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide such 

program bars with colored coded indicia whereby un 
skilled personnel can quickly adjust the machine to do 
any desired job. 

Further objects will be apparent from the balance of 
the speci?cation. 

In the drawings forming part of this application: 
FIGURE 1 is a plan view of a machine embodying the 

present invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a section on the line 2-2 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged section on the line 3-—3 of 

FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 4 is a section on the line 4—4 of FIGURE 3. 
‘Referring now to the drawings by reference charac 

ters there is shown a paper handling machine having side 
frame members 5 and 7 each of which includes flat, 
parallel side walls respectively 9 and .11. In the machine 
illustrated, two tractor units ‘13 and 15 are provided 
which are free to slide from side to side on the mount 
ing rods 17 and 19. ‘Mounting rod 19 has a square con 
?guration so that it can be used to drive the tractor units 
regardless of the lateral disposition of the units on the 
machine. In the embodiment illustrated, the tractor units 
are driving a web of paper shown in phantom at 21 
having perforations 23 at each edge thereof. 

Also included in the embodiment of the invention il 
lustrated is a pair of edge slitters 25 and 27 which are 
mounted on rod 29. Rod 29 has a keyway 31 so that the 
slitters can be activated no matter where they are located 
on the rod 29. 

10 

40 

3,377,008 
Patented Apr. 9, 1968 

2 
In accordance with the present invention, means are 

provided for de?nitely locating some operating unit, such 
as the tractor unit orv edge slitters at desired predeter 
mined spacings on their mounting rods. This is provided 
by means of program bars designated 33, 35, 37, 39, 
and 41. It will be seen that the program bars 33 and 35 
are actively mounted in the machine while the program 
bars 37, 39, and 41 are temporarily not in service and 
are mounted on a rack 43 at one side of the machine. 
To provide the locating function, a series of spacing 

members are mounted on the program bars. These can be 
in the form of disks 45, 47, and 49. As can best be seen 
in FIGURE 3, disk 49 is provided with a screw 51 hav 
ing a knurled head 53; the disk can be moved to any 
desired point on the program bar and fastened in place 
by tightening the screw. Preferably each of the screws 
‘51 has a colored knob 55 thereon, the purpose of which 
will ‘be later explained. Mounted on each of the operat 
ing devices is a clamp member such as the member 57 
which is pivoted at point 59 to the operating device 27 
and which has a handle 61 extending at one end thereof. 
The center portion of the member 57 is U-shaped, as is 
best seen in FIGURE 4, having downwardly extending 
?anges 163 and ‘65 ‘which ?t over and engage the disk 49 
on program bar 35. 
The method of fastening the program bars into the ma 

chine can ,be seen with reference to FIGURES 1 and 4. 
One of the side walls 9 has an opening 67 to receive one 
end of the program bar while the side wall 11 has a cor 
responding opening for the opposite end. The bar itself 
has a collar 69 thereon through which a screw 71 ex 
tends. The side wall 11 is provided with a corresponding 
threaded member 73 so that to fasten a program bar in 
place, one ?rst inserts the end without the collar in the 
opening 67 and then the bar can he slid backwards so 
that the opposite end of the bar is in the hole in the 
opposite side of the machine. The collar ‘69 is then placed 
flush with the side wall 11 and the screw 71 tightened into 
the opening 73. Thus the bar is rigidly clamped in place. 
As has been previously mentioned, a coding system is 

preferably used so that the proper bars and locations 
thereon can be readily found by an unskilled employee 
and inserted in the machine. Thus each of the collars 
preferably has a colored handle on the nut as the one 
illustrated as 55. For instance, red might be selected to 
one width of paper while blue represented another width 
of paper and the employee would only need to know 
that he was to select, say, the red indicators for handling 
a certain size of paper. Further, a supply of program 
bars can be held on the rack ‘43 and selectively inserted 
in the machine by selecting the proper color or color 
combination. 

In the embodiment of the device illustrated, two types 
of operating devices have been shown on the paper han 
dling device, namely tractors and edge slitters. It must 
be understood that this is for purposes of illustration only 
and that various devices might be employed in any given 
machine for carrying on a desired operation such as pro 
pelling, slitting, imprinting or the like. 

I claim: 
1. In a paper handling device wherein a web of paper 

passes over a mechanism and wherein an operating device 
acts on said web the combination comprising: 

(a) a mounting rod extending transversely of the path 
of travel of the web; 

(b) an operating device slidably mounted on said 
mounting rod whereby said operating device can be 
slid from side to side on said mounting; 

(c) a program bar; 
(d) means for mounting said program bar in parallel 

relationship with said mounting rod; 
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(e) a plurality of spaced members on said program 

bar; and 
(f) clamp means on said operating device whereby 

said operating device can be selectively fastened to 
one of said spacing members. 

2. The structure of claim 1 wherein the spacing mem 
bers can be moved along the program bar and fastened 
to a desired point. 

3. The structure of claim 2 wherein ‘a screw is em 
ployed to fasten the spacing member to the program bar. 

4. The structure of claim -1 wherein the spacing mem 
bers are provided with colored indicators. 

5. The structure of claim 1 wherein the program bar 
is removably connected to the paper handling device. 

‘6. The structure of claim ‘5 wherein the paper handling 
device includes parallel side walls with holes therein for 
the insertion and retention of the program bar and where 
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in one end of the program bar has a collar thereon 
adapted to ?t ?ush against one of the side walls and 
wherein a screw passes through the collar into a threaded 
opening in said side wall to hold the program bar in 
?xed position. 

7. The structure of claim 1 wherein the clamp means 
comprises a U-shaped member pivoted to the operating 
device and wherein the sides of the U ?t over and engage 
a spacing member. 
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