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This invention pertains to ornamental trim to be ap 
plied to panels such as cabinet doors and the like. 
The general object of this invention is to provide a 

means for interlocking the individual strips of ornamental’ 
trim for door panels and the like, which alines and holds 
together the butted ends forming the trim assembly cor 
ners after they are attached to the panel. 
A more specific object of this invention is to provide a 

means for interlocking the ends of ornamental trim strips 
with which the individual strips can be cut to any size 
desired and still be interlocked together easily to form 
the ?nal ornamental assembly, with the interlocking means 
being hidden from view after the strips are attached to the 
panels. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
come apparent from the following detailed description 
taken in connection with the accompanying drawings, in 
which 
FIGURE 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of doors 

having attached to the outside panel ornamental trim of 
the type employing the subject invention, 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary cross-sectional view 

of the trim along the line 2—2 of FIG. 1, 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary plan view of one 

end of an ornamental strip, 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary reduced-size view of the trim 

strip end opposite to that of FIG. 3, 
FIG. 5 shows four identical trim strips in position to 

be joined together to form an ornamental trim assembly, 
FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view along the line 6-—6 of 

FIG. 4, and . 

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary plan view of the back of the 
trim strip end shown in FIG. . I ‘ 

As shown in FIG. 1, ornamental trim assemblies 10 
are frequently attached to such ?at panels as the front 
surface 11 of kitchen cabinet doors 12 for appearance 
purposes._Such trim assemblies may be formed of indi 
vidual elongated side members 13 and arcuate shaped 
corner members 14 placed end-to-end. Such trim strips 
are usually wood or plastic and are attached by an ad 
besive or nails with the generally ?at surface 15 against 
the door panel. The ends 16 and 17 of the strips are 
beveled at complementary angles, usually 45 degrees to 
the longitudinal axis 13a of the strip, and are of the same 
width. To attach the strips, one end 16 is abutted against 
an adjoining strip end 17 thus forming a corner joint of 
a generally rectangular shaped trim assembly as shown 
in FIG. 1. 

In accordance with the present invention, the individ 
ual trim strips are made with interlocking tabs and chan 
nels on the respective opposite ends so the strips can be 
locked together to form a strong and neat appearing 
corner joint. The channels are extended along the side 
member for a substantial distance so that the side mem 
ber can be cut to a desired length without destroying 
the interlock since a portion of the channel remains to 
inter?t with the tab of the adjoining strip. Once the strips 
are joined and attached to the door panel, ‘the interlock 
ing tabs and channels are hidden from view'a'nd the joint 
appears to be a normal one made of membersbutted 
together in a neat manner. 

-In the example shown in FIGURES 4, 5 and 7, each 
individual trim strip 18 includes one arcuate corner sec 
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tion 14 formed/integrally with an elongated side trim 
strip 13, with the end 16 of each arcuate section 14 and 
the end 17 of each straight section 13 being beveled at 
complementary 45 degree angles to the longitudinal axis 
13a of the strip 18 to be butted against the next adjoin 
ing trim strip for forming a trim assembly. Projecting 
from each beveled end 16 is a tab ‘20 extending at right 
angles to the longitudinal axis 13a of the section .13 of 
each trim strip which inter?ts into a groove 21 in each 
end 17 to interlock the strips 18 together for alining and 
holding the corner joint formed. - 
The tab 20 is formed with straight sides 22 and 23 

(FIGS. 4 and 6) each lying in a plane perpendicular 
to the longitudinal axis 13a of the trim strip. As is evident 
from the drawings the tab is formed with a lateral width 
somewhat greater than its front to back depth to mitigate 
against bending about its longitudinal axis, i.e., the axis A 
of the strip. Extending longitudinally of the section 13 
of each strip is a channel or groove 24 opening to the 
?at side 15 and the beveled end 17' of the strip, and 
sized complementary to the tab 20 to receive it with a 
snug ?t. Since the beveled end 16 of the arcuate section 
14 is formed at a 45 degree angle to the longitudinal 
axis 13a of the trip strip 18, the elongated section 13 
can be cut to length along a line at 45 degrees to the 
trim axis 13a, as along the dash-dot line 25 in FIG. 4, 
to form one side of a trim assembly of proper length 
to ?t the panel to which it is to be attached. 

After the trim strips have been cut to size, there 
usually being four in all with two of each length to form 
a rectangular trim assembly as shown in FIG. 5, the 
strips are ?tted together with each end 17 abutting the 
adjacent strip'end 16. The tab 20 is inserted into the 
groove 24 of the adjoining strip as they are attached to 
the panel to both aline the abutting ends 16 and 17 and 
interlock the adjoining trim strips together. Because of‘ 
the lateral strength of the tab and its ?t within the groove 
of the strip, when the strip ends are joined, there is 
little danger that the position of the strip ends will be 
displaced relative to one another during subsequent 
handling of the assembled pieces. Thus the possibility of 
causing unsightly corner cracks at the mitered joints is 
virtually precluded. The strips can also be joined to form 
the completed assembly prior to attachment to the panel. 
After the individual trim ‘strips are joined and the trim 
assembly is_attached to the panel, the tabs are hidden 
from view and the joint between individual trim strips 
appears to be a normal butt joint. Of course, other shaped 
tabs and correspondingly formed channels may be used 
in forming an interlocking and alined joint between indi 
vidual trim strips. , 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A trim‘ assembly for attachment to panels, compris 

ing, in combination, a plurality of trim strips adapted to 
be joined together to form the trim assembly and having 
?rst and second ends of the same width and-extending in 

vsubstantially parallel directions, each of said strips in 
cluding a straight section extending from the ?rst end 
thereof and being of the same width along a predeter 
mined length forming the longitudinal axis of the strip, 
said strip ?rst and second ends being beveled at comple 
mentary angles to the strip longitudinal axis for forming a 
right angle corner when the strips are joined ?rst end abut 
ting a second end of an adjoining strip, each said strip hav 
ing a corresponding side adapted to abut the panel for at 
tachment thereto with a uniform undercut cross-sectioned 
groove in said one side running longitudinally along the 
strip straight section and opening into said beveled ?rst 
end, a tab extending from said beveled second end at 
right angles to the strip longitudinal axis and positioned 
to inter?t within a groove to form a ?at, continuous sur 
face ‘with the back of the strips; when the strips are 
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join-ed, ?rst end abntting a second end of_ theuadjoirningylv 
strip, and said tab having a cross-section complementary 
to the cross-section of the groove and a lateral width sub 
stantially greater than its ‘front to back depth and _?_t 
therein with a snug but removable ?t whereby said strips 
can be cut to length by severing the straightlportion at 
any point at an angle complementary to the angle of the 
second end and thereafter be interlocked together to ‘form 
a trim assembly by inserting said tabs'in said grooves as 
the strips are joined with the ?rst and second ends abut-v 
ting to" hold said strips‘ together while the strips‘ are at 
tached to a panel. ‘ v ' " 
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