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This invention relates to sports equipment, and par 
ticularly to a roller skate. 

Conventional roller skates are, in effect, four~wheeled 
carriages that are strapped "to the feet of the wearer. Be 
cause the four wheels cannot be steered directly, the two 
axles which respectively carry a pair of wheels are com 
monly mounted in rubber blocks which permit limited 
angular displacement of the axles against the resilient 
resistance of the rubber. The movements possible to a 
skater without lifting the conventional roller skate from 
the ground are still severely limited, and roller skates do 
not provide the wide variety of movements available with 
ice skates, particularly with ?gure skates Whose blades 
are arcuately bent upward at the front end. 

It is the object of the invention to provide roller skates 
whose range of available movements is approximately as 
wide as that of ice skates of the type described. 
A supplemental object is the provision of roller skates 

which are very simple and rugged, inexpensive, and free 
from maintenance trouble. 
With these and other objects in view, the invention in 

its more speci?c aspects provided a roller skate that has 
but one wheel. The wheel is secured to a supporting plat— 
form by a bracket in such a manner that the axis of rota 
tion of the wheel is approximately parallel to the platform, 
and the median plane of the platform passes through the 
wheel transversely of the axis. Means are provided for 
securing the foot of the wearer to the platform in a posi 
tion in which the foot is elongated substantially parallel 
to the platform and to its median plane. 
Whereas the platform of a conventional skate has a 

length which is much greater than the width, the support 
ing platform of my skate need not be substantially longer 
than it is wide, and its length need not be substantially 
greater than twice the diameter of the wheel. 
The exact nature of this invention as well as other 

objects and ‘advantages thereof will be readily apparent 
from consideration of the following description of a pre 
ferred embodiment relating to the annexed drawing in 
which: 
FIG. 1 shows a roller skate of the invention in side 

elevation; 
FIG. 2 shows the skate of FIG. 1 in front elevational 

section on the line II--II; 
FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the skate; and 
FIG. 4 shows the skate mounted on a boot in the normal 

operating position, the view being in side elevation. 
Referring now to the drawing in detail, there is shown 

a ?at rectangular steel plate 1 to the underside of which 
a bracket 2 is welded. The bracket holds a shaft 3 in a 
position parallel to the plate 1. The sole wheel 4 is 
mounted on the shaft 3 for ‘rotation in a median plane 
of the plate 1 as best seen in FIGS. 2 and 3. 

Jaws 5 project from the top surface of the plate 1 on 
either side of the median plane through openings 6 in the 
plate 1. They de?ne channels which are elongated at right 
angles to the shaft 3 and are open toward each other. A 
?xed lug 7 on the underside of the plate 1 rotatably re 
ceives the center of a spindle 8 which is parallel to the 
shaft 3 and secured against axial movement by shoulders 
9 on either side of the lug7 7. The portions of the spindle 8 
projecting from the lug 7 are provided with a right-hand 
thread and a left-hand thread respectively in a conven 
tional manner. They threadedly engage respective por 
tions of the jaws 5. The ends of the spindle 8 are of square 
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cross section, and openings 10 in the bracket 2 give access 
to a key for moving the jaws 5 toward and away from 
each other in the direction of the shaft 3. 

FIG. 4 shows a boot 11 worn by a skater, not himself 
illustrated. The jaws 5 are clamped to the sole of the 
boot approximately under the metatarsal joints of the 
wearer. When it is desired to skate complex ?gures on my 
one~wheeled roller skate, the foot or leg or both are ?exed 
so that the sole slopes downward from the heel 12 toward 
the skate, as shown in FIG. 4, and the wheel 4 is aligned 
with the center of gravity of the body in a direction which 
deviates from the vertical by an amount depending on 
the speed of forward movement. When the skater stands 
still, he may place the heel 12 on the ground. 

It is surprisingly simple to maintain balance on the 
one-wheeled skate of my invention. A person familiar 
with the use of ice skates can perform almost immediately 
on the one-wheeled skate. Others learn more quickly to 
use the one-wheeled skate than it would take them to 
learn skating on ice. 
A cast-iron wheel of a type conventional in roller skates 

has been illustrated in the drawing. It will be appreciated 
that a cork composition wheel of the type normally used 
on wood-?oored rinks is also suitable in the skate of my 
invention, and the wheel may have a tire of toroid shape 
instead of the cylindrical tread illustrated. 
Many other modi?cations and variations of the present 

invention are possible in the light of the above teachings. 
It is therefore to be understood that, within the scope of 
the appended claims, the invention may be practiced other 
wise than as speci?cally described. 
What I claim is: 
1. A roller skate comprising, in combination: 
(a) support means de?ning a supporting platform; 
(b) awheel; 
(c) bracket means securing said wheel. to said support 
means for rotation about an axis substantially paral 
lel to said platform, said platform having a medium 
plane transverse of said axis through said wheel; and 

(d) securing means for securing the foot of a wearer 
to said platform in a position in which said foot is 
elongated substantially parallel to said platform and 
to said plane, 

(e) said support means including a plate member, said 
bracket means being ?xedly mounted on one side 
of said plate member, 

(f) said securing means including two jaw members 
mounted on said plate member and :projecting from 
the other side of said plate member on opposite sides 
of said median plane, and 

(g) adjusting means for moving said jaw member rela 
tive to each other on said plate member in the direc 
tion of said axis, 

(h) the dimension of said platform in the direction of 
said median plane ‘being not substantially greater 
than the width of said platform in the direction of 
said axis. 

2. A skate as set forth in claim 1, wherein said dimen 
sion of the platform is not substantially greater than twice 
the diameter of said wheel. 
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