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This invention relates generally to packages and more 
particularly to a package having a sealed cover which 
may be reclosed after opening. 

It is an important object of the present invention to 
provide a reclosable package having means for holding 
the cover in reclosed position. 
Another object is to provide a container having an 

outwardly projecting ?ange and a cover overlying the 
open end and sealed to the ?ange and in which at least 
a portion of the ?ange may be separated from the re 
mainder of the container while the cover remains sealed 
thereto. 

Still another object is to provide a package in accord 
ance with the foregoing and having a weakened area 
de?ning a path along which the separation occurs. 

Yet another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a package having a separable ?ange portion and 
means on the portion to hold the cover in reclosed posi 
tion. 
A further object is to provide a package in accordance 

with the foregoing object in which the cover is stretched 
across the open end when reclosed. 

It is another object to provide a package having a 
separable ?ange portion and means on the portion to 
hold the cover in reclosed position and which means is 
engageable prior to the separation. 

Other objects of the present invention are to provide 
a reclosable package which is attractive, which can be 
used for a variety of materials, and which can be manu 
factured at little or no increase in cost over ordinary 
packages. 

These, and other objects and advantages of the present 
invention, will become apparent as the same becomes 
better understood from the following detailed description 
when taken in conjunction with the accompanying draw 
ings, wherein: \ 

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment 
of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken generally along 

line 2-2 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a partial top view taken generally along line 

3-3 of FIG. 2; 
FIGS. 4-7 are partial sectional views of the embodi 

ment of FIG. 1 and illustrating the package in various 
stages of use; 

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of another embodiment 
of the present invention; 1 

FIG. 9 is a partial sectional view taken along line 
9-9 of FIG. 8; 

FIG. 10 is a view similar to FIG. 9 but illustrating 
the ?ange prior to folding; > 

FIG. 11 is a partial sectional view, similar to FIG. 10, 
showing still another embodiment of the present inven 
tion; 
FIG. 12 is a partial sectional view of the embodiment 

of FIG. 11 and showing the relationship of the parts 
when the cover is in reclosed position; 
FIG. 13 is a fragmentary perspective view of yet an 

other embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 14 is a partial top view of the embodiment of 

FIG. 13; ' 

FIG. 15 is a partial sectional view taken along line 
15-15 of FIG. 14; 
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FIG. 16 is a view similar to FIG. 15 and showing the 

?ange in a folded position; and 
FIG. 17 is a partial end view illustrating a modi?cation 

of the embodiment of FIG. 13. 
Reference is now made more particularly to the draw 

ings which illustrate the best presently .known mode of 
carrying out the invention and wherein similar reference 
characters indicate the same parts throughout the several 
views. . 

The package advantageously includes a rectangular con 
tainer made of synthetic resin material and having side 
Walls 22 and 24 and end walls 26 and 28 rising upwardly 
from a bottom 29. In the embodiment of FIGS.‘ 1-7, 
side walls 22 and 24 have inclined lower portions 22a, 
24a to provide a package which is adaptable for a sliced 
product such as bacon. The upper ends of the walls 
de?ne an open end of the container, and ?anges 32, 34, 
36 and 38 extend outwardly from the upper ends of 
walls 22, 24, 26 and 28, respectively. As can be seen, 
?ange 32 is advantageously wider than the other ?anges 
for a purpose which will hereinafter become apparent. 
A ?exible cover member 40 overlies the open end of 
the container and is sealed to the ?anges to provide a 
sealed package. Cover member 40 is preferably, but not 
necessarily, of a stretchable material for a purpose herein 
after described. 

In accordance with the present invention, at least a 
portion of ?ange 32 is adapted to be separated from the 
rest of the container along a preselected line while cover 
member 40 remains sealed to ‘the ?ange 32. For this 
purpose the container is advantageously formed of a 
breakable material, such as polystyrene or the like, and 
the separation is easily accomplished by de?ecting ?ange 
32 relative to the remainder of the container. The pre 
selected line, or break line, is advantageously de?ned 
by providing notches, as at 42 (see FIGS. 1 and 13), 
or a groove, as at 44 (see FIGS. 10 and. 11). It is con 
templated that the break line may be provided by other 
arrangements such as score lines, perforations, or other 
weakened cross-sections. It is also contemplated that 
groove 44 need not extend entirely across the container 
and that it may be located at the top of ?ange 32 or in 
opposed pairs on the top and bottom of the ?ange, if 
desired. _ 

After ?ange 32 has been separated or severed from 
the remainder of the container, ?exible cover member 
40 may be peeled off end ?anges 36 and 38 by lifting 
upwardly on ?ange 32 as shown in FIG. 6. For this 
purpose, cover member 40 is advantageously sealed to 
the ?anges as by heat which is controlled so that there 
is a limited amount of fusion between the cover mem 

‘ her and container. In this manner the peeling may be 
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accomplished by the cover member separating from the 
container at the seal line. It is also contemplated that 
the peeling of the cover may be accomplished by tearing 
or the like as along a score line adjacent the seal. In 
accordance with the present invention, ?exible cover 
member 40 is to remain sealed to ?ange 34 to secure 
the cover member to the container adjacent the side op 
posite ?ange 32. It is deemed obvious that peeling back 
cover member 40, as described above, provides initial 
access through the open end of the container. 
After opening, the package may be reclosed and, for 

this purpose, ?rst and second inter?tting means are pro 
vided to hold cover member 40 overlying the open end 
of the container in a reclosed position. One of the inter 
?tting means is provided on ?ange member 32 outwardly 
of the break line and the other inter?tting means is pro 
vided on the container inwardly of the break line. These 
interl?‘tting means may take different forms as will here 
inafter be described. 
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In the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 1-7, the break 

line is at the juncture of side wall 22 and ?ange 32 and 
the inter-?tting means on ?ange 32 is a pair of elongate 
protuberances 52. The protuberances are disposed gen 
erally parallel to side Wall 22 and each having a plurality 
of ribs 54 extending outwardly therefrom. A pair of 
elongate slots 48 extends inwardly from side wall portion 
22a to engage and retain the respective protuberance. 
Slots v48 are arranged crosswise of the container and gen 
erally parallel with the protuberances for this purpose. 
The ribs 54 are arranged for a snug ?t with opposite sides 
48a, 48b of the respective slot 48. Thus it can be seen 
that the inter?tting means on the ?ange has its opposite 
sides engaged by the inter?tting means on the container 
and provides a snap-type retention. Protuberances 52 or 
slots 48 can also be provided with a wavy or snake-like 
elongation rather than providing ribs 54. It is deemed 
obvious that the ribs may be provided on the sides 48a, 
48b of slots 48 rather than on protuberances 52, if de 
sired. Protuberances 52 also advantageously serve to 
stiffen ?ange 32. 
As illustrated in FIG. 4, the inter?tting means may be 

engaged after sealing and prior to severance of ?ange 32 
from the remainder of the container to reduce the overall 
size of the package during shipment and display. For this 
purpose, the ?ange 32 is foldable along the break line 
and, in the embodiment shown, also resiliently bends 
along .a line 55 located outwardly of the break line. 
Flange 32 is advantageously formed with a slight de?ec 
tion to de?ne line 55, as seen in FIGS. 1 and 2. After 
severance of the ?ange 32 from the remainder of the 
container, the de?ection at line 55 remains, but the bend 
at 55 no longer exists. When the cover is reclosed, and 
the inter?tting means again engaged as shown in FIG. 7, 
it can be seen that there is a gap between the matching 
edges on opposite sides of the break line. The gap is pro 
vided by a pivoting of ?ange 32 about the juncture of 
side wall 22 and its lower portion 22a. To further accom 
plish this, side wall 22 is inclined inwardly as best shown 
in FIG. 2. The angle designated A is approximately 10° 
when formed. As a result of the gap, cover member 40 
will be stretched somewhat when the inter?tting means 
is again engaged. Thus cover member 40 is stretched taut 
over the open end. A tab 57 is advantageously provided 
at the extremity of ?ange 32 adjacent each protuberance 
52 to provide a ?nger-grip means for disengaging the pro 
tuberances from slot 48 as for breaking off the ?ange or 
reopening the container afterit has been reclosed as 
shown in FIG. 7. 

It has been found that inclining side wall 22 inwardly 
at approximately 10° advantageously provides a weak 
ened juncture of side wall 22 and ?ange 32. This weaken 
ing aids in severing the ?ange as described above. This 
container is .advantageously pressure formed, and it is 
theorized that the sharp angle thins the material at the 
juncture during the forming and thereby provides a 
weakened juncture. 

In the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 8-10, groove 
44 is located in the central portion of ?ange 32 and hence 
the break line is located outwardly of wall 22. In this 
embodiment, both inter?tting means are located on the 
?ange 32 but on opposite sides of the break line. As 
shown, a depending boss 62 extends a substantial dis 
tance along ?ange 32 outwardly of the break line and 
generally parallel thereto. Boss 62 has elongate ribs 63 
on opposite sides thereof. An elongate opening 65 is pro 
vided through the ?ange 32 and cover member 40 at a 
location inwardly of the break line and generally parallel 
thereto. If desired, a female-type inter?tting means can 
be provided rather than opening 65. Opening 65 and boss 
62 .are both located approximately the same distance from 
the break line and thus opening 65 is arranged for pas 
sage of the boss 62 theret-hrough. When inserted through 
opening 65, elongate ribs 63 engage the upper surface of 
the cover member 40 at opposite sides of opening 65 to 
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4 
provide another snap-type retention arrangement. This 
relative locations of boss 62 and opening 65 may be re 
versed, if desired. In a manner similar to that described 
above, ?ange 32 is foldable along groove 44 for insertion 
of boss 62 through opening 65 prior to shipping, for 
example, as shown in FIGS. 8 and 9. In this embodi 
ment, should the outer portion of ?ange 32 be acciden 
tally severed along the break line, the seal of the package 
is not affected since cover member 40 is still sealed to 
the ?ange 32 inwardly of the break line and opening 65. 
In this embodiment, boss 62 is disengaged by pressing 
downwardly through the opening 65; hence a ?nger-grip 
means is not required. 

In the embodiment of FIGS. 11 and 12, groove 44 is 
located generally at the junction of ?ange 32 and side 
wall 22 and hence the break line is at this location. The 
inter?tting means on ?ange 32 is herein illustrated as an 
opening 72 which conveniently extends through the 
cover member 40. The cover member is advantageously 
sealed to ?ange 32 inwardly of opening 72. The inter 
?ttin-g means on the container is in the form of a hook 
74 extending from side wall 22. Hook 74 has a depending 
end 75 arranged to engage the outer edge of opening 72 
after ?ange 32 has been severed from the remainder of 
the container. In this embodiment, the depending end 75 
is located a greater distance from the break line than is 
the outer edge of opening 72. In this manner, when ?ange 
32 is hooked onto hook 74, a gap is created between the 
matching edges at the break line and cover member 40 
is advantageously stretched across the open end of the 
container and the gap, as illustrated in FIG. 12. A tab 77, 
similarly arranged as tab 57, is provided for ease in 
removal of the hook-type retention. 

In the embodiment of FIGS. 13-16, the container is 
advantageously made of polyvinyl chloride and the break 
line is de?ned by a plurality of spaced slits 45 extending 
through ?ange 32. Since vinyl does not break easily, the 
slits are closely spaced so that severing can be accom 
plished by a consumer. In this embodiment, the inter 
?tting means on ?ange 32 is in the form of a pair of de 
pending projections 82, each having ribs 83, 84 on op 
posite sides thereof. Each of a pair of upright channels 
85 extends inwardly of side wall 22 to snugly engage the 
respective projection 82 when it is inserted therein. The 
opposite sides 85a, 85b of each upright channel 85 com 
pressibly engage the ribs 83, 84 of each projection 82 
to provide a snap-type retention of ?ange 32 in a posi 
tion adjacent side wall 22. Each upright channel 85 con 
veniently extends to bottom 29 and thereby provides an 
opening between the back wall 850 of the groove and 
the back side of ?ange 32. This provides an access of the 
?ngers for disengaging each projection 82 from its respec 
tive channel 85. Flange 32 may be folded at its junction 
with side wall 22 for engagement of the projections with 
upright channels 85 prior to shipping with the attending 
advantages described above. Flange 32 may be severed 
from the remainder of the container by ?exing about the 
above described break line and the package opened and 
reclosed in the manner described above. The use of vinyl 
provides a particularly advantageous arrangement in 
keeping the reclosed cover taut. Vinyl is ?exible and 
hence the portion of ?ange 32 inwardly of the break line 
is ?exible. This is particularly true when a thin ?ange is 
formed. After severing, the inward portion of ?ange 32 
tends to assume the outwardly extending position, in 
which it was formed. By positioning the projections 82 
and channels 85 so that ?ange portion will be caused 
to de?ect downwardly when they are inter?tted, the re 
siliency of the inner ?ange portion will keep cover mem 
ber 40 taut. Since this ?ange portion extends crosswise of 
the container, the tautness is generally uniform in this 
arrangement. Additionally, the cover member 40 need 
not be of stretchable material in such an arrangement. 
Obviously, the use of a ?exible material, such as vinyl, for 



3,371,848 
the container is not limited to this embodiment, nor is 
this embodiment limited to such a material. 

In the modi?cation illustrated in FIG. 17, depending 
projection 82’ has no ribs. Rather, ribs 87 and 88 are 
advantageously provided at opposite sides of upright 
groove 85' to engage opposite sides of boss 82' and pro 
vide a snap-type retention of ?ange 32 closely adjacent 
side wall 22. 

It can be seen that the present invention provides a 
reclosable package in which at least a portion of the ?ange 
32 may be separated while the cover member 40 remains 
sealed thereto. Preferably, a groove 44, notches 42, slits 
45, or similar means are provided to de?ne a preselected 
line along which this severance may occur when the 
?ange 32 is de?ected relative to the remainder of the con 
tainer. It can also be seen that cover member 40 may be 
peeled from the container to permit access through the 
open end thereof. First and second inter?tting means, or 
cooperating retention mean-s, are provided one on either 
side of the break line for engaging each other to hold 
the cover member 40 in a reclosed position overlying the 
open end. Preferably, the inter?tting means may be ad 
vantageously engaged after sealing and prior to shipping 
to reduce the overall size of the package and prevent ac 
cidental severance along the break line. The inter?tting 
means on the container can be on the side wall, either on a 
vertical or inclined portion thereof, or it can be located 
on ?ange 32 inwardly of the break line, or it can be other 
wise located. The retention means may be, for example, 
a snap-type or a hook-type. Preferably the cover member 
40 is held taut in its reclosed position either by being 
stretched somewhat or by de?ection of the inner portion 
of ?ange 32. 
While it is contemplated that the present invention may 

be manufactured in various ways, it may be conveniently 
formed, ?lled, and sealed by the apparatus described in 
Patent No. 3,000,157, issued to Ollier et al. When so 
formed, thermoplastic materials of types previously de 
scribed may be utilized for the container, and cover mem 
ber 40 may be of a ?exible thermoplastic material of any 
type compatible with the container for heat sealing there 
to. If desired, however, the cover member can be formed 
of sheets of material, such as paper or aluminum foil, 
coated with a material for scaling to the container. When 
a generally transparent cover is used, ?ange 32 can be top 
printed during the forming operation and, when folded, 
the printing is then disposed at another side of the pack 
age. Thus the label can be presented on two sides of the 
package by an operation which prints only on one 
side of the package. The same advantage results if the 
cover member 40 contains the printing. 
While preferred embodiments of the invention have 

herein been illustrated and described, this has been done 
by way of illustration and not limitation, and the inven 
tion should not be limited except as required by the scope 
of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A reclosable package comprising: a container hav 

ing means de?ning an open end and an outwardly extend 
ing peripheral ?ange at the open end, a ?exible cover 
member sealed to the ?ange and providing a sealed 
closure for the open end, said ?ange arranged for break 
ing o? one portion thereof from the remainder of the con 
tainer along a preselected line while the cover member 
remains sealed thereto, the cover member being peelable 
from a part of the remainder of the ?ange as said one 
?ange portion is lifted, ?rst and second inter?tting means 
for holding the cover member in a reclosed position over 
lying the open end, the ?rst inter?tting means being on 
the one ?ange portion outwardly of said preselected line 
and the second inter?tting means being on the remainder 
of the container inwardly of the preselected line, and 
the one ?ange portion movable downwardly after peeling 
of the cover member to a position adjacent the second 
inter?tting means for engagement of the ?rst inter?tting 
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6 
means therewith to hold the cover in a reclosed position.‘ 

2. A reclosable package as set forth in claim 1 including 
means de?ning a weakened portion in the ?ange at said 
preselected line. 

3. A reclosable package as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
the ?ange is foldable generally along said preselected line 
prior to breaking off the one ?ange portion for engage~ 
'ment of said ?rst and second inter?tting means during 
shipping and display. 

4. A reclosable package as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
the ?rst inter?tting means is located a preselected dis 
tance from said preselected line, and the second inter 
?tting means is located on the ?ange on the opposite side 
of the preselected line a distance approximating said 
preselected distance. 

‘ 5. A reclosable package as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
the second inter?tting means is located on the means 
de?ning the open end of the container. 

6. A reclosable package as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
one of the inter?tting means comprises a protuberance, 
and the other inter?tting means is arranged to frictionally 
engage at least opposite sides of the protuberance. 

7. A reclosable package as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
one of the inter?tting means comprises a hook for en 
gaging and retaining the other inter?tting means. 

8. A reclosable package as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
the cover member is made of a stretchable material, and 
the one ?ange portion has its edge formed by breaking 
along the preselected line spaced from the matching edge 
when the ?rst and second inter?tting means are engaged 
to stretch the cover member in its reclosed position. 

9. A reclosable package as set forth in claim 1 including 
means de?ning a weakened portion in the ?ange at said 
preselected line, and wherein the cover member is made 
of stretchable material, the ?ange is foldable generally 
along said preselected line prior to breaking off of the 
one ?ange portion for engagement of the ?rst and second 
inter?tting means during shipping and display, and the 
edge of the one ?ange portion formed by breaking along 
the preselected line is spaced from the matching edge 
when the ?rst and second inter?tting means are engaged 
after said breaking whereby the cover member is stretched 
in its reclosed position. _ 

10. A reclosable package comprising: a generally rec~ 
tangular container having means de?ning an open end 
and an outwardly extending ?ange across one side of the 
container, means de?ning a line along which at least a 
portion of the ?ange may be separated from the re 
mainder of the container, a ?exible cover member over 
lying the open end and peripherally sealed to the container 
and the ?ange, the cover member so constructed and ar 
ranged that the ?ange may be separated while the cover 
member remains sealed thereto and a portion of the cover 
member may be peeled from the container to permit 
access to the container, and ?rst and second inter?tting 
means on the separable flange and container respectively 
for engaging each other and holding the cover member 
in a reclosed position overlying the open end. 

11. A reclosable package as set forth in claim 10* where- , 
in the second inter?tting means is on said one side of 
the container and located to receive the ?rst inter?tting 
means when the ?ange portion is bent out of the plane 
of the ?ange and alongside the one side of the container. 

12. A reclosable package as set forth in claim 10‘ where 
ing the separation line is intermediate said one, side of 
the container and the outer edge of the ?ange thereby 
leaving an inner ?ange portion at said one side of the 
container after separation, said inner ?ange portion being 
resiliently de?ectable in a direction toward said one side 
of the container, and said second inter?tting means being 
located farther from the separation line than said ?rst 
inter?tting means so'that the inner ?ange is de?ected by 
the cover member when the inter?tting means are en 
gaged, whereby the resiliency of the inner ?ange portion 
holds the cover member taut. 
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13‘. A reclosable package comprising: a container hav 
ing means de?ning an open end and an outwardly extend 
ing ?ange at the open end, a cover member overlying the 
open end and peripherally sealed to the container and 
?ange, said ?ange arranged for separation of at least a 
portion thereof from the remainder of the container along 
a preselected line while the cover member remains sealed 
thereto, a hook on said remainder of the container and 
spaced from the preselected line, and said ?ange having 
means spaced outwardly from the preselected line for 
engaging the hook when the ?ange is moved downwardly 
after said separation thereby holding the cover in a re 
closed position. 

14. A reclosable package as set forth in claim 13 
wherein said last-mentioned means comprises an opening 
through the ?ange, the outer edge of which opening is 
engaged by the hook, and wherein the cover member 
is sealed to the ?ange inwardly of the opening. 
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15. A reclosable package as set forth in claim 13 

wherein the cover member is formed of a stretchable 
material, and the last-mentioned means is spaced from 
the preselected line a distance less than the spacing of the 
hook from the preselected line whereby the cover member 
is stretched in said reclosed position. 
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