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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
This invention relates to a dispenser for a coreless 

cylindrical roll of material which has a coreless cylindri 
cal region and preferably comprises decorative ribbon 
like material. A planar backing member serves as a sup 
port or base for a cylindrical, preferably transparent, en 
casing blister a?ixed to the backing member and adapted 
to contain the coreless roll. The encasing blister comprises 
a cylindrical hub which extends part-way in the hole, and 
which hub is closed generally across said region to de?ne 
a closed space between the hub means and the backing 
member. An elongated resilient strip is disposed within 
the coreless region to bear outwardly against the roll, 
which not only facilitates to serve in dispensing the rib 
bon therefrom but also maintains a tight roll for neat 
appearance. A circumferential tab is provided for open 
ing the blister whereat the roll may be dispensed begin 
ning with the outer-most layer. 

The present invention relates to an apparatus for pack 
aging and dispensing a coreless roll of ribbon or the like 
material. 
The invention is particularly suited to the dispensing of 

ribbon for ornamental purposes, such as gift wrapping 
and will be described in such application. However, it 
should be appreciated that various ribbon-like materials 
may be readily dispensed by this apparatus. 
A backing member is provided to serve as a base or 

support in the dispenser, with the roll being disposed 
adjacent the backing member. An encasing member, pref 
erably substantially contour conforming to the roll, is 
adapted to be sealed or a?ixed to the backing member 
loosely to contain the roll. The encasing member may 
comprise a transparent shell in the form of concentric 
cylinders or partial cylinders. The outer cylindrical por 
tion is apertured for dispensing the ribbon. 
The inner cylindrical portion preferably extends only 

part way into the roll and is closed to de?ne a closed 
space between its inner end and the backing member. 
This partial cylinder serves as a hub for the roll. An 
elongated strip of ?exible material is adapted to be posi 
tioned within the space to bear outwardly against the reel 
core. Alternatively the strip may be positioned about the 
hub and assert an outward force thereby preventing the 
roll from tightening about the hub, as material is dis 
pensed. 

Thus, it will be appreciated that the apparatus of this 
invention comprises, not only a dispensing apparatus, but 
packaging, dispensing and handling apparatus. 

With the foregoing in mind, it is an object of the inven 
tion to provide a dispenser for coreless rolls of material. 
Another object of the invention is the provision of 

packaging and dispensing apparatus for coreless rolls 
of ribbon. . ' 

A still further object of the invention is the provision 
of apparatus for retaining and dispensing coreless rolls 
of ribbon while obviating the problem of rolls com 
pressing on hubs or cores. - 

Other and further objects and advantages of the inven 
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tion will appear from the following detailed description 
thereof when taken in light of the accompanying draw~ 
ing, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of the dispenser appa 
ratus of this invention. 

FIG. 2 is an exploded view, also in perspective, of the 
structure of FIG. 1, and 
FIG. 3 shows a view in vertical cross-section of the 

structure of FIG. 1. 
A backing member 11 is shown in the form of a planar 

sheet of heavy paper cardboard or the like to which an 
encasing member 13 is adapted to be affixed by, for ex 
ample heat sealing, as at 12 or the like along its ?ange 
15. Thevmaterial of hte encasing member 13 is prefer 
ably translucent and may comprise any suitable (blister) 
forming material, such as .010 gauge vinyl. 
The encasing member comprises an outer cylindrical 

portion 17 and an inner cylindrical portion 79, concen 
trically disposed relative thereto. The outer cylindrical 
portion 17 is of slightly larger diameter than that of the 
roll 21 of ribbon 23. 
The inner cylindrical portion 19 terminates in a closed 

inner wall 25, such that this cylindrical portion forms a 
hub extending preferably only part way into the coreless 
roll 21. A strip 29 of ?exible material, such as styrene, 
is adapted to ?t within the opening 31 and bear outwardly 
against roll 21. It is interesting to note that strip 29 may 
be disposed within the space between wall 25 and the 
backing member 11 or alternatively it may be disposed 
between the peripheral portion 19 and roll 21. 

In either event the length is preferably of the order of 
the circumference, de?ning region or opening 31, and in 
this manner the strip may bear against itself because of 
overlapping ends. 
The ribbon 23 is dispensed through opening 35 in outer ' 

cylinder 17 which opening is made by removing tab 37. 
Suitable perforations, not shown, permit ready removal 
of the tab by the user. 
While the invention has been illustrated and described 

with respect to a preferred embodiment thereof, innova 
tions and other embodiments may readily occur to those 
skilled in the art from a reading of the description herein 
presented, and it is intended that the invention be limited 
only by. the scope of the appended claim, wherein: 
What is claimed is: 
1. A dispenser for a coreless cylindrical roll of ?at 

ribbon material having a hollow coreless cylindrical re 
gion comprising in combination, a planar backing mem 
ber, cylindrical encasing means a?ixed to said backing 
member and adapted to contain said roll; said encasing 
means comprising cylindrical hub means extending only 
part way into the roll in the coreless region thereof and 
being closed generally across said region to de?ne a closed 
space between the hub means and the backing member; 
an elongated resiliently ?exible strip disposed circum 
ferentially within said coreless region bearing outwardly 
against said roll; and said encasingv means being circum 
ferentially apertured for dispensing the material. 
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