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My invention is directed toward a walk-in bathtub hav 
ing a door which permits the user to enter and leave the 
tub without having to step over the side thereof. 

It is an object of my invention to provide a new and 
improved walk-in bathtub having means to prevent the 
door from being opened when the tub contains water 
whereby the door can only ‘be opened when the water is 
fully drained from the bathtub. 

Another object is to provide a new and improved walk 
in bathtub of the character indicated which is provided 
with means to permit the user to bathe in seated position. 

Still another object is to provide a new and improved 
walk-in bathtub of the character indicated wherein the 
water drain can be operated either from inside the bathtub 
in seated or standing position or from the outside of the 
bathtub. 

All of the foregoing and still further objects and advan 
tages of my invention will now be explained with refer 
ence both to this speci?cation and to the accompanying 
drawings wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of my walk-in bathtub 

with the door shown in open position; and 
FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view of my walk-in bathtub 

as taken along reference line 2—2 in FIG. 1. 
Referring now to FIGS. 1-2, there is shown a ?at 

horizontal base 10 having ?rst and second spaced apart 
water drain openings 12 and 14 interconnected by a drain 
pipe 16 in the interior of the base, pipe 16 being connect 
ed by a T-?tting 18 and a P~trap 19 to a vertical waste 
pipe 21. If desired a check valve 24 can be connected 
in pipe 16 between opening 12 and ?tting 18. Opening 
12 is permanently open; opening 14 can be opened or 
closed as described ‘below. 

One-half of base 10 which includes opening 14 is en 
closed by four interconnected vertical walls 20 which in 
cross section de?ne the perimeter of a rectangle or square. 
One of these walls contains a vertical access door 22 
hingedly secured at one vertical edge and having verti 
cally spaced horizontal slots 24 projecting horizontally in 
ward from the other vertical edge. 
The bathtub thus formed ‘by walls ‘20 and the enclosed 

portion of base 10 has a horizontal seat 26 on which a 
bather can sit. Adjacent seat 26 on the inside of one wall 
20 is exposed the top open end 28 of a pipe 30 which drops 
vertically to base 10 and extends horizontally along the 
walls and ?nally communicates with drain opening 14. 
Positioned above open end 28 and vertically movable in 
support 31 is a control knob or ring 32 which is connected 
by a ?exible linkage 34 (positioned and extending in pipe 
30) to the drain opening and closing means in opening 
14. The knob or ring 32 can ‘be pulled up manually from 
either inside or outside the bathtub to open the drain 
and similarly can be pushed down to close the drain. 
When the door 22 is closed, handle 36, which is at 

tached to disc 38, can be rotated to cause arms 40, which 
are pivotally secured at one end to disc 38 at spaced apart 
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positions and which are each secured pivotally at the other 
end to a corresponding one of lugs 42, to cause lugs 42 
to extend horizontally into slots 24 to lock the door in 
position. 
At this point, the water tap 44 can be turned on to ?ll 

the tub with water. The water temperature is controlled 
by mixing cold and hot water in conventional manner. As 
the water level rises, water flows through slots 46 in plate 
48 to ?ll a chamber 50 within seat 26. Chamber 50 con 
tains a ?oat 52 connected by ‘rod 54 through a linkage 56 
to a hook 58 movable into and out of engagement with a 
hole in disc 38. Rod 54 is pivotally secured at a position 
intermediate its ends to a pivot 60 extending upward from 
the base. 
When the tub is partially or completely ?lled with 

water, ?oat 52 is inclined upward, hook 58 is out of en 
gagement with the disc 38, and the door cannot be un 
‘locked regardless of the position of handle 36. However, 
when the tub is fully drained, hook 58 is engaged with disc 
38, and handle 36 can be turned manually to turn disc 38 
to move lugs 42 out of slots 24 to open the door. 
While I have described my invention with particular 

reference to the drawings, my protection is to be limited 
only by the terms of the claims which follow. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim as new 

and desire to secure by Letters Patent: 
1. A bathtub comprising a horizontal base having a 

drain opening having means mounted therein for opening 
and closing same, four vertical walls interconnected to 
each other and extending upward from the base to de?ne 
a bathing chamber open at the top, said walls in cross 
section de?ning the closed perimeter of a rectangle, said 
chamber having a horizontal seat therein, a manually op- ’ 
erable pull member secured to the interior of one wall 
and accessible both from inside and outside said chamber, 
and a linkage connecting said member to said means 
whereby manual operation of said member can open and 
close said drain opening. 

2. A tub as set .forth in claim 1 wherein one of said 
walls has an access door. 

3. A tub as set forth in claim 2 wherein said chamber 
has a locking device manually operable to lock and un 
lock said door. 

4. A tub as set forth in claim 3 wherein said chamber 
is provided with water level sensing apparatus to identify 
the level of water in said chamber and connected to said 
device to prevent said door from being unlocked until 
said chamber is drained of water. 

5. A tub as set forth in claim 4 wherein said apparatus 
includes a float which extends horizontally when the 
chamber is drained and is otherwise vertically inclined, 
said device being capable of being unlocked only when 
said ?oat extends horizontally. 
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