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ABSTRACT GF THE DISCLÜSURE 

A mailing envelope having an opening strip of an in 
visible nature incorporated therein adjacent the fold Aline 
between the closure flap and the front face of the envelope 
along a line of perforations extending entirely along the 
closure flap with the gripping end of the strip delineated 
by a second line of perforations and wherein the strip 
does not alter the general appearance of the envelope 
and which does not interfere with the safety of the en 
velope closure. 

____-:___ 

This invention relates to improvements in envelopes, 
and more particularly to new and novel means for facili 
tating the opening of envelopes to render their contents 
accessible for removal. 
An important object of the present invention is to 

provide an envelope having a ripping element applied 
thereto, inconspicuously concealed entirely therein, and 
one which is more economical and of less bulky con 
struction than any others that I am aware of. 
Another object, in addition to minimizing inadvertent 

or unauthorized opening of the envelope by conceal 
ment of the ripping element as above pointed out, is the 
provision of means for conveniently gripping and manip 
ulating the ripping element when the envelope is to be 
opened. 
The foregoing and other objects and advantages which 

will become subsequently apparent reside in Ithe details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawing forming a part hereof and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view of an envelope 

made in accordance with my invention and with a frag 
ment broken away for convenience of illustration. 
FIGURE 2 is a sectional elevational view on an en 

larged scale taken approximately along the line 2-2 
of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary rear elevational view of 

the envelope shown in FIGURE 1, and 
FIGURES 4, 5 and 6 are diagrammatic views illus 

trating the manner in which a sealed envelope is opened. 
With continuing reference to the drawing wherein like 

reference characters designate like parts, reference num 
eral 1 indicates a portion of the envelope which con 
stitutes the front face, 2 the usual lateral extending flaps 
folded over upon the back of the front panel 1 and 
adhered to an upward extension 3 thereof, all of which 
constitutes conventional envelope construction including 
a usual closure flap 5 folded about a fold-line 6 and hav 
ing an adhesive (not shown) applied to its free marginal 
edge to enable the same to be sealed in a position over 
lapping the back of the envelope as shown in FIGURE 3. 
The envelope construction as just described is well 

known in the art and it is to be understood that my 
invention is not limited to this particular construction 
since the same might »be applied to other envelope con 
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structions as will become more readily apparent from 
the following description. 
As ‘best illustrated in FIGURE 3, the rear flap 5 

is provided with a line of perforations 8 extending 
throughout its length and offset downwardly as at 9 
and 10 at one of its ends to provide a finger grip 11 at 
that end of the envelope. 
The ripping element in accordance with this inven 

tion comprises a strip 7 preferably, though not restric 
tively, made of Scotch Strapping Tape or Mystik Plas 
tic Coated Cloth Tape adhesively secured to the under 
side of the flap 5 and extending entirely 4thereacross as 
shown in FIGURES 2 and 3. The strip is disposed be 
tween and closely adjacent the fold line 6 and the line 
0f perforations 8. By this arrangement the ripping ele 
ment is entirely concealed Within the envelope. 
To open the envelope, as illustrated in FIGURES 5 

and 6, it is merely necessary to hold the envelope with 
one hand and pull the finger grip with the fingers of the 
other hand outwardly and downwardly along the line 
of perforations 8. This will cause the thin and hence 
sharp top edge of the strip element 7 to cut the junc 
ture of the flap 5 and the top of the envelope neatly along 
the fold line 6 and at the same time along the line of 
perforations 8. 
A receipient of one of these sealed envelopes will 

readily notice the conspicuous finger gripping end 11 and 
the obvious manner of opening the envelope will readily 
appear, but if desired, a brief instruction or arrowed 
symbol as to the manner of opening may be printed 
on the iinger grip 11 or adjacent the line of perfora 
tions 8. 

While I have shown a particular form of embodiment 
of my invention, I am aware that many minor changes 
therein will readily suggest themselves to others skilled 
in the art without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the invention. Having -thus described my invention, 
what I claim as new and desire to protect by Letters 
Patent is: 

.1. In an envelope comprising a single sheet of material 
folded along lines defining a rectangular front face and 
generally triangular overlapping bottom, side and top 
sections wherein said top section comprises an adhesive 
closure ñap, overlapping and adhesively attached to said 
bottom and side flaps, the improvement comprising, 

a strip of tape adhesively secured throughout its length 
to the inside of said closure ñap throughout the 
length thereof adjacent said fold line, 

said ñap having a ñrst line of perforaton therethrough 
for a major portion of its length adjacent one edge 
of said tape, 

a second line of perforations offset downwardly from 
said first line of perforations and extending through 
out the remaining length of said ñap through one of 
said side ñaps and through said front face of the 
envelope. 
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