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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
This invention comprises a windowed envelope for dis 

playing photographs. The envelope includes means form 
ing a portion of the envelope which readily cooperates 
with a storage album to enable mounting of the envelope in 
the album. The envelope includes a gummed ?ap which 
may be sealed for mailing the envelope with photographs 
therein, may be removed to permit mounting of the en 
velope in an album, or may be folded to form a brace 
where-by the envelope may be braced in an upright dis 
play position on a table or other flat surface. 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS 

The need for new and improved means for both display 
ing and storing photographic prints has long been recog 
nized by those skilled in the art. However, none of the 
prior art endeavors in this ?eld have enabled the use of 
a singular means for both mailing photographic prints and 
subsequently allowing convenient mounting of the prints 
for storage and display purposes. 

It is, accordingly, a primary object of this invention to 
provide new and improved means for displaying photo 
graphic prints for viewing. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide new 
and improved envelope structure. 
Another object of this invention is the provision of new 

and improved envelope means for displaying the contents 
of said envelope and including means for mounting said 
envelope in a convenient manner for storage in a photo 
graphic album. 

Still another object of this invention is the provision of 
a new and improved closure ?ap means for an envelope 
for enabling closure closure of the envelope during mail 
ing and also enabling subsequent mounting of the envelope 
in an album. 

DESCRIPTION OF FIGURES 

Many of the attendant advantages of this invention will 
be readily appreciated as the same becomes better under 
stood by reference to the following detailed description 
considered in connection with the accompanying drawings 
in which like reference numerals designate like parts 
throughout the ?gures thereof and wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of a blank employed to form the 

preferred embodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the preferred em 

bodiment illustrating the envelope in an assembled, open 
condition; 
FIG. 3 is a front elevational view of the assembled 

envelope when used as an easel type display means; 
FIG. 4 is a rear view of the open envelope illustrated in 

FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a top view of the envelope of FIG. 4; 
FIG. 6 is a sectional view of the envelope taken along 

lines 6-—6 of FIG. 5; and 
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the envelope employed 

as a print display means. 
The envelope comprising a preferred embodiment of 

this invention is formed of a single blank sheet 10 divided 
into plural areas by horizontal fold lines 12 and 13 and 
vertical fold lines 14 and 15 as shown in FIG. 1. The 
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central area of sheet 10 between fold lines 12 and 13 
comprises a rear panel 16 having plural viewing apertures 
or “windows” 18 which may be covered by a sheet of 
transparent plastic or the like 20'. First and second end 
?aps 22 and 24 extend from each end of the rear panel 16. 
The portion of sheet 10 below fold line 13, as illustrated 

in FIG. 1, comprises a print-supporting panel 30. Areas 
32 on each end of supporting panel 30 have a suitable 
adhesive applied thereto and slots 34 are provided for 
receiving the corners of a photographic print. 
A closure ?ap 36 extends outwardly above fold line 12 

as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2. Area 38 of closure ?ap 36 
has a suitable adhesive applied thereto. A horizontal tear 
line 40 extends across closure ?ap 36. Plural openings 41 
are located between tear line 40 and fold line 12 as shown 
in FIG. 1. Openings 41 are spaced apart a given distance 
equal to the spacing-of retaining rings employed in an 
album or the like in which the envelope is to be mounted 
for display or storage. ' 

Envelope blank 10 is converted into an envelope by ?rst 
folding ?aps 22 and 24 inwardly about fold lines 14 and 
15, respectively, and then folding support panel 30 up 
wardly about fold line 13 so that adhesive areas 32 adhere 
to the inwardly folded ?aps 22 and 24. The aforemen 
tioned steps provide the ?nished envelope illustrated in 
FIG. 2. 

Photographic prints 42 can now be inserted in the en 
velope. The corners of the prints 42 are inserted through 
slots 34 which serve to retain the prints in aligned rela 
tionship with their respective apertures 18. 

Closure ?ap 36 is then folded about fold line 12 in order 
to prepare the envelope for mailing. If the envelope is to 
be employed in an outer, or mailing, envelope, the adhesive 
in area 38 can be dispensed with if desired. However, if 
the envelope is to be employed as the outer envelope, the 
adhesive in area 38 is secured to the lower portion of the 
support panel 30 in an obvious manner. The adhesive em 
ployed in area 38 is of the type that can be separated from 
panel 30 without undue effort. 
The front surface of print support panel 30, illustrated 

in FIG. 2, provides a convenient surface for a written 
message, which is obviously protected by closure ?ap 36 
when the closure ?ap is in its closed position. 
The person receiving the envelope often desires to 

mount the prints for viewing in an album or the like. 
Openings 41 are provided for this purpose. As was noted 
previously, these openings are spaced apart a distance iden 
tical with the spacing of the mounting rings employed in 
the particular photographic album intended for use with 
the particular envelope. All that is necessary in order to 
prepare the envelope for mounting within the album is for 
the recipient to tear closure ?ap 36 along line 40 and then 
discard the outer portion of the closure ?ap 36. The en 
velope is then easily inserted in an album by inserting 
the album retaining rings through openings 41. 

If it is not desired to place the envelope in an album, 
the recipient merely folds the envelope about a transverse 
fold line 46. The envelope can then be used as a display 
support for the pictures on a table or desk in the manner 
illustrated in FIG. 7 or, alternatively, may be folded com— 
pletely for wallet storage. Although FIG. 7 illustrates the 
envelope forwardly folded about fold line 46 so that the 
pictures face each other, it should be understood that the 
envelope could be folded backwardly so that the pictures 
face away from each other. 
FIG. 3 illustrates another manner in which the envelope 

may be employed for displaying pictures. This method of 
displaying pictures is enabled by the provision of a fold 
line 47 inwardly of adhesive area 28 on closure ?ap 36. 
The adhesive area may be folded backward and, if desired, 
adhesively secured to the supporting surface. In some in 
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stances it will not be desirable to fold closure ?apr36 7 
about fold line 47. In such cases the outer edge of the 
cover ?ap would merely rest‘ upon the supporting surface 

' to provide an easel-type of Support for the remainder of 
the envelope. 

It-Will be obvious from the above description that this 
invention provides a new and improved device for both 
mailing and displaying photographs and is far more con 
venient and economical than has been heretofore possible. 
Obviously, many modi?cations and variations of the inven 
tion are possible in light of the above teachings. For ex 
ample, the number of openings 41 employed will obviously 
vary with the particular number of rings employed in the 
album. The openings 41 can also vary in shape and need 
not be circular in shape. It is also obvious that transparent 
sheet 20 is not absolutely necessary and could be eliminated 
in situations Where economy is of prime importance. These 
possible alternatives are merely examples and other alter~ 
natives and modi?cations within the spirit of the inven 
tion may occurlto those skilled in the art. Therefore, it is 
intended that no limitations be placed on the invention 
except as de?ned by the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A mailing and display envelope comprising: 
a rear panel containing at least one viewing aperture; 
a support panel connected to said rear panel, so that 

said rear panel and said support panel form a recep 
tacle capable of receiving photographic prints; 
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a closure ?ap means foldable about a fold line de?ning 

a boundary between said closure ?ap means and said 
rear panel with said closure ?ap means having attach 
ing means adjacent one edge of said closure ?ap for 
attaching said edge of said closure ?ap to said support . 
panel and also having means enabling mounting of 
said envelope in an album; ’ ' V 

a tear line extending longitudinally of said closure ?ap 
between said fold line and ‘said attaching means; and 

a plurality of openings disposed within the area of said 
closure ?ap between said tear line and said fold line 
with said'openings being positioned to receive sheet. 
retaining rings of an album. 

2. The envelope of claim 1 wherein the connection 
between said support panel and said’ rear panel comprises a 
‘longitudinal fold line and adhesive means extending transé 
versely of said panels adjacent the ends thereof. 
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