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This invention relates generally to paperboard con 
tainers and more particularly to new 'and useful improve 
ments in a carton or folder preferably constructed from 
a single blank or a pair of blanks which carton is espe 
cially suitable for mailing articles, such as books. 

Until now, book mailing cartons of the pleated recessed 
end construction, usually made of one-piece blanks, and 
suitable for machine-loading and closing, did not provide 
a means for positive longitudinal location of the book 
while the carton was in an expanded condition. Conse 
quently, upon compressing of the carton in the cartoner, 
the top or bottom edges of the book would frequently 
interefere with the collapsing recessed end webs causing 
stoppage of the machine or an improperly closed carton. 
his the purpose of this invention to overcome this 

disadvantage, as well as others described hereafter. 
Another important object of this invention, facilitated 

by the herein described construction, is an extremely easy 
opening and re-closing means of said mailing c'arton with 
out damaging it in any manner, permitting re-use. 
An additional object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a rectangularly-shaped tubular carton with one end 
?ap releasably secured in a ?xed position along one short 
edge of the carton, while the diagonally opposite short 
edge is permanently and ?xedly joined, thus creating two 
positive longitudinal corner-stops for the book, with the 
other two diagonally opposed short edges comprising 
hinges and therefore facilitating enlargement of the car 
ton side openings to permit easy loading of the carton. 

‘ Another object of the invention is to provide a carton 
or folder of tubular formation for mailing books which 
has ?aps closing both ends, the ?ap at one end being 
releasably secured along the end of one panel by a seam 
of chain stitching, one end of said row of chain stitching 
being exposed for grasping by the ?ngers of the hand of 
the user permitting easy opening of the carton, the ?ap 
at the other end being secured by adhesive or stapling 
along the edge diagonally opposed to said one edge 5.. 
cured by the chain stitch seam. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
carton or folder for mailing books that is simple and 
rugged in construction and that can be manufactured and 
sold at a reasonable cost. 
For further comprehension of the invention and of 

the objects and advantages thereof, reference will be had 
to the following description 'and accompanying drawings 
and to the appended claims in which the various novel 
features of the invention are more particularly set forth. 

In the accompanying drawings forming a material part 
of this disclosure: 
FIGURE 1 is a top perspective view of a carton em 

bodying the invention, with a book enclosed therein. 
FIG. 2 is ‘a top plan view of the blank sections from 

which the carton of FIG. 1 is made. 
FIG. 3 is a vertical sectional view taken on the plane 

of the line 3-3 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 4 is a cross sectional view taken on the plane of 

the line 4—4 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of one end of the carton 

in open position, a book being shown in position subse 
quent to removal by recipient, and 

FIG. 6 is a cross sectional view of the carton in ‘an ex 
panded position. 

Referring now in detail to the various views of the 
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2 
drawings, in FIG. 1 there is shown a carton embodying 
the invention which is designated generally at 10. The 
carton 19 is comprised of a flat tubular body composed 
of a suitable paperboard material having a pair of par 
allel walls or panels 12 and 14 forming the top and bot 
tom walls, respectively, of the carton, opposite end walls 
such as end wall 16 and opposite side walls such as side 
wall 18. Each of the end walls 16 is recessed or offset 
inwardly relative to the edges 20 of the tubular body and 
is hingedly associated with the walls 12 and 14 along two 
diagonally opposite of said edges 20, while at the other 
two diagonally opposed edges 24) of the carton, the end 
walls are immovably attached to walls 12 and 14 by a 
surface to surface joining operation accomplished by glu 
ing, stapling or sewing, thus permitting expansion of the 
end wall structure aslshown in FIG. 6 while simultane 
ously creating positive longitudinal stops at 59 and 60. 
At a preliminary assembly stage, the side walls of the 
carton are open, so as to permit insertion of an article 
between the walls 12 and 14 comfortably and in longitu 
dinally ?xed position. The recessed or inwardly collapsible 
offset end walls 16 are not only intended to provide the 
end closure means for the tubular body so as to engage 
an article such as a book 22 located in the carton, with 
said article being protected by the outwardly protruding 
corners 2A) of the tubular body during mailing or ship 
ment of the carton 16, but they provide, in addition, the 
means for positive longitudinal location of the book until 
the closing of the side walls is accomplished. 
With particular reference to FIG. 2, the carton 10 pref 

erably can be assembled from a pair of blanks 26 and 28 
of paperboard material, such as corrugated board, pressed 
board or the like which may be stamped or die-cut ad 
vantageously from a continuous web of sheet material 
passed at high speed through automatic punch press 
equipment. Each blank 26 and 28 consists of a rectan 
gular panel 3i), with side ?aps 32 hinged along the long 
edges thereof andde?ned by the fold lines 34,34 extend 
ing the length of the. panel. The flaps 32, 32 of blank 26 
or blank 28 may have a coating of adhesive 36 on one 
surface thereof, or such adhesive may be applied in the 
?nal assembly stage, to permit sealing of the side walls. 

At opposite ends of each of the blanks 26 and 28, there 
is an integral ?ap or web formation 33 hinged to the panel 
30 by a hinge line 39 divided by transverse fold lines 
49 and 42 into an inner section 44, an outer section 46 
and an intermediate section 48. 

Sections 44 and 46 are substantially similar in width and 
the median section 48 corresponds in width with the height 
of the enclosed article. The outer ?ap section 46 of blank 
26 has a coating of adhesive 52 on one surface thereof, 
the bottom surface as viewed in FIG. 2. Similarly the 
panel 30 of blank 28 has a coating of adhesive 54 across 
the surface of section 46, the top surface as viewed in 
FIG. 2. Instead of adhesive, staples or a sewing seam may 
be used for connecting the two blanks. 
The carton 16 is assembled by superimposing blank 

26 on 28, and a?ixing the two blanks to each other in 
the areas and by the means indicated. Thus the panel 30 
of blank 28 becomes the top wall and the panel 30 of the 
blank 26 becomes the bottom wall of the carton it}. By 
moving the blanks 26 and 28 in a diagonal direction to 
ward each other, the end ?aps 38, 38 will be erected into 
an approximately vertical direction to the top and bottom 
walls. The end ?aps 38 will pivot on the fold line 39 so 
that the sections 44 will form changeable angles with the 
panels 36 and the sections 46 will remain permanently 
parallel and ?xedly attached to panels 30. The side ?aps 
32 of blank 26 can be brought together face to face with 
the side ?aps 32 of blank 28 and the flaps can be secured 
by pressing them together so as to be adhered by the 
adhesive 36. 
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The blanks 26 and 28 have thus been formed into a 

closed container or carton. In use, the book 22 will be 
inserted into the container or carton while open at the 
sides and the package closed as shown in FIGS. 1 and 3. 

In accordance with the present invention, the section 
46 can be releasably secured to the top or bottom wall 
by basting the parts together by means of a row’ of 
chain stitches 56, with one end 58 of the thread protrud 
ing, adapted to be grasped'by the ?ngers of the hand of 
the user. 
By reason of this construction, the top wall and end 

closure at one edge, the left hand top edge as viewed in 
FIG. 1, are ?xed by stitching; and the bottom wall, and 
end closure at the corner diagonally opposed thereto, the 
right hand bottom corner, are fixed together by glue, there 
by preventing separation of the panels 30, 30 during tran 
sit; the other corners are left free to be ?exed and de 
formed to facilitate insertion of the book. 
The carton is easily opened by grasping the end 58 of 

'the thread and tearing it along the row of stitching 56 
so as to release the section 46 of the end closure from the 
top wall of the carton and thereupon pulling the entire end 
closure or flap formation 38 outwardly from between the 
panels 30, 30 to the open position as shown in FIG. 5. 
While I have illustrated and described the preferred 

embodiment of my invention, it is to be understood that 
I do not limit myself to the precise construction herein 
disclosed and that various changes and modi?cations may 
be made within the scope of the invention as de?ned in 
the appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A shipping folder for a book or similar article, com 

prising a normally open sided container adapted to have 
the open sides closed upon the article inserted therein, and 
the container being formed of a pair of rectangular panels 
adapted to be ‘spaced one from the other in parallel rela 
tion to accommodate such article therebetween, the ends 
of the container having formations adapted to contact the 
ends of an article shorter than the folder, each of said 
panels having parallel side edges and end edges so that 
there are pairs of each adjacent edges on the sides and 
ends of the container, the side edges being provided with. 
hinged flaps, the ?aps of said side edges being coextensive 
with the side edges, the ?aps of each pair of adjacent side 
edges being adapted to be overlapped and connected, to 
form the closed sides of the container, each end closure 
formation being of inwardly collapsing pleat construc-_ 
tion, said end formations along one of their end edges 
being hingedly connected each to one of two diagonally 
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opposite end edges of said panels; and being secured in ‘a 50 
?xed face to face position, each to one of the other two 

4 ' ’ ' 

diagonally opposite end, edges of said panels, along their 
other end edges, at least one of said other end edges being 
releasably secured in said ?xed face to face position by 
means adapted to permit easy separation of the surfaces 
attached to each other. 

2. A structure as de?ned in claim 1, wherein each ‘end 
formation includes a sectional ?ap with an inner section, 
and outer section and an intermediate section. 

3. A structure as claimed in claim 1, wherein the re 
leasable securement of at least one of said end formations, 
comprises a row of'stitching, one end of the stitching being 
exposed for releasing the row of stitching. 

4. A structure as claimed inclaii'n 1, wherein the ?xed 
securement of at least one of said end formationscorm. 
prises adhesive between the panel and end formation.v 

5. A structure as claimed in claim 1, wherein the hired 
securement of at least one of said end formationscomé . 
prises a number of metal staples connecting the panel and 
end formation. 

6. A structure as claimed in claim 1, wherein the re-, 
leasable securement of one of said end formations com-. 
prises a row of stitching through the end formation and’ 
adjacent wall of the carton, one end of the stitching being 
exposed for releasing the row of stitching, the ?xed se 
curement of said other of said end formations comprising 
adhesive between the panel and other end formation. 

7. A structure as claimed in claim 6, comprising a num 
ber of metal staples connecting the'panels and end for 
mations. , 

8. A structure as claimed in claim 6, wherein the row 
of stitching secures one edge of the carton at one end, 
thereof, the adhesive secures the edge diagonally opposed. 
to the secured edge at the other end of'the carton to pre 
vent separation of the top and bottom walls of the car 
ton, the other diagonal edges of the carton being free‘to. 
facilitate separation of the- walls of the carton for inser 
tion of the article to be enclosed. 7 
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