
Feb. 13, 1968 E. J. MARTIN 3,368,725 
PACK FRAME 

Filed April 17, 1967 

INVENTOR. I 

@BYZWM Wm 
¢‘ Arron/ms’ 

' 150M420 d 4/42/70 ' 



United States Patent 0 
1 

3,368,725 
PACK FRAME 

Edward J. Martin, 4909 Fremont Ave., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55409 

Filed Apr. 17, 1967, Ser. No. 631,344 
8 Claims. (Cl. 224-9) 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A pack frame with a rigid panel lying against a man’s 
shoulder and carrying a bag, swingable away from the 
panel when the panel is oriented horizontally as a seat 
against a tree; the frame having rigid strut members ex 
tending downwardly and outwardly from the panel to en 
gage and cradle the tree trunk, and a chain attaching the 
strut members to the tree. 

This invention relates to a pack frame for carrying a 
load on a man’s back, and for attaching to a tree trunk 
as a seat for supporting the weight of a man. 
An object of my invention is to provide a new and 

improved multi-purpose pack frame of simple and ineX 
pensive construction and operation so as to also serve 
as a seat attachable to a tree. 7 

Another object of my invention is to provide a pack 
frame for ready and easy attachment to a tree by means 
of elongate strut members projecting downwardly and 
outwardly from the bottom of the rigid seat-panel for 
cradling the trunk of the tree during attachment and then 
allowing the panel to be supported in substantially hori 
zontal position with the bag oriented so that access into 
the bag can be readily and easily had while sitting on the 
seat. 

Another object of my invention is to provide a pack 
frame with a rigid back engaging panel on which the bag 
is mounted, and rigid strut members projecting outwardly 
and downwardly from the rigid panel to cradle the bag and 
protect the bag against damage and against jostling dur 
ing use, even though the person carrying the bag may 
fall and roll onto the ground, and also providing cleats 
for digging into the bark of the tree when the pack frame 
is attached thereto and for engaging the ground in the 
event of a fall by the person carrying the bag so as to assist 
the person in preventing dangerous skidding down an 
incline. , 

These and other objects and advantages of my inven 
tion will more fully appear from the following descrip 
tion made in connection with the accompanying drawing 
wherein like reference characters refer to the same or 
similar parts throughout the several views and in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the invention carried on 

a man’s back; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the invention applied 

to the trunk of a tree; 
FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the invention applied to 

a tree or stump. 
The pack frame, indicated in general by numeral 10, is 

devised to be carried by a man M or to be mounted upon 
a tree T. The pack frame includes a rigid panel 11 which 
may be constructed of wood and which is normally car 
ried on the man’s back in an upright position. The panel 
11 has a front surface 12 which normally lies against the 
man’s back and which is unobstructed so as to permit 
complete freedom of movement thereover, whereby when 
the frame 10 is mounted on the tree T as shown in FIG. 2, 
a person may sit on the frame and be facing in any of 
a plurality of positions. The person sitting on the panel 
11 as seen in FIG. 2 may comfortably lean against the 
trunk of the tree to permit him to remain perfectly still 
which is important during hunting of wild game. 
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A knapsack or bag 13, which may be constructed of 

canvas, normally lies against the outer surface 14 of the 
panel 11. The open top 15 of the bag 13 is disposed 
adjacent the upper edge of the panel, and the upper pe 
ripheral portion of the bag 13 is a?ixed to the upper edge 
portion of the panel by means of a clamping bar 16 a?ixed 
as by screws to the panel 11. It will be seen that the 
lower portion of the bag 13 is free of the panel 11, but 
normally lies against the panel when the panel is in its 
upright position on the man’s back. The lower portion 
of the bag 13 is free to swing away from the panel when 
the panel is oriented in substantially horizontal position 
as seen in FIG. 2 so as to permit ready and easy access 
into the open top 15 of the bag adjacent the upper edge 
11a of the panel. 
The bag 13 is provided with a ?ap 17 to normally close 

the open top 15. ' 

The frame 10 is also provided with a pair of rigid frame 
elements or strut members 18 and 19 respectively dis— 
posed along opposite longitudinal edges of the panel 11. 
The strut members 18 and 19 are constructed of rigid 
rods having elongate upright leg portions 18a and 19a 
lying against the outer surface 14 of the panel 11 and 
a?ixed thereto by clips 20 secured to the panel with 
countersunk bolts 21. It will be seen that the upright leg 
members 18a and 19a of the struts extend downwardly 
beyond the lower or bottom edge 11b of the panel, and 
are then bent angularly outwardly to de?ne the outwardly 
projecting leg members 18b, 19b extending away from 
the man’s body as indicated in FIG. 1. The terminal 
ends of the outwardly projecting leg members 18b, 19b 
are interconnected by a crossbar 21 which is affixed there— 
to as by welding. The crossbar 21 is also a?ixed to the 
diagonal legs 18c, 19c which provide additional bracing 
to the strut members 18 and 19. The cross bar 21 is con 
structed of rigid material, and has a plurality of ?nger 
like cleats 22 af?xed thereto and normally projecting 
downwardly when the frame is carried on the man’s back. 

It will be noted that between the bottom edge 11a of 
the panel 11 and the crossbar 21, the space between the 
strut members 18 and 19 open and unobstructed so as 
to receive portions of the tree trunk therein, particularly 
during installation of the pack frame onto the tree, but 
to also permit the frame to be mounted on a tree which 
is very irregularly shaped with a minimum of inconven 
ience and even allowing the pack frame to be mounted 
on a tree with a limb of the tree projecting in and through 
the space between the lower portions of the strut mem 
bers and adjacent the bottom edge of the panel. . 
The pack frame has a pair of loops 23a and 23b 

arranged to support the pack frame on his back, and in 
the form shown, the loops 23a, 23b are all part of an in 
tegral piece of chain 23 which is secured by a book 24 
to the top edge of the pack frame and is secured by fas 
teners 25 to the lower portions of the strut members 18, 
19. It should be understood that suitable padding or cov 
ering may be provided for the chain loops 23a, 23b if 
desired, but ordinarily no such padding will be necessary 
when the pack frame is used during the late autumn or 
winter months during big game hunting, because of the 
amount of clothes that the hunter will be wearing. 

Preferably the fasteners 25 are swivel snaps and are 
well adapted to securing the chain 23 around the trunk 
T of the tree in the manner indicated in FIG. 2 so that 
the panel 11 provides a seat and the cleats 22 will dig into 
the bark of the tree in order to make the seat very steady. 

Normally the pack frame will be carried by the hunter 
progressively moving 

through the Woods during hunting. If he ?nds it desirable 
to sit or stand in one location for a time, he may remove 
the pack from his back, unfasten one of the snaps 25, 
remove the chain from the hook 24 and wrap the chain 
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around the trunk of the tree as indicated in FIGS. 2 and 
3. When the chain has been fastened to the snap again, 
the pack frame will be horizontal and stationary on the 
tree with the cleats 22 digging into the bark so as to re 
strict any movement of the pack frame or seat while the 
crossbar 21 bears against the outer surface of the bark 
and tree for carrying the weight which is placed upon 
the panel. It will be recognized that the hunter may either 
sit on this horizontal panel‘ or may stand on it so as to 
obtain a greatly improved view of the surrounding area. 
When the hunter sits on the panel 11, he need merely 
lift the ?ap 17 so as to obtain ready and easy access into 
the open top 15 of the bag. 
When the hunter desires to move on again he need 

merely fasten the hook 24 to the chain midway of its 
length and then secure the ends to the fasteners 25 to 
de?ne the loops 23a and 23b again. When the pack frame 
is again mounted on the hunter’s back, the bag 13 will 
swing back to its upright position against the outer sur 
face 14 of the panel. The bag will be cradled between the 
strut members 18, 19 and will be restricted against swing 
ing thereby and will be well protected from jarring or 
blows that may occur due to brush or movement through 
the Woods over uncertain terrain. In the event that the 
man should lose his footing, as when descending an in 
cline, the bottom of the bag 13 will be adequately pro 
tected by the lower portion of the strut members 18, 19 
and the cleats 22 will dig into the surface of the ground 
to prevent unrestricted sliding down the incline. 

It will be seen that I have provided a new and im 
proved pack frame and tree seat for a hunter wherein 
the pack frame is readily and easily applicable to the tree 
in a stationary condition and Will con?ne and protect the 
bag as the man Walks through the woods or by chance 
loses his footing and falls down. 

It will, of course, be understood that various changes 
may be made in the form, detail, arrangement and pro 
portion of the parts without departing from the scope of 
my invention which ‘consists of the matter‘ described here 
in and set forth in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A multi-purpose frame to be alternately carried on 

a man’s back and mounted on a tree, 
comprising a rigid panel having top and bottom edges, 

upright side edges and one surface alternately en- 4 
gaging the man’s back and functioning as a seat ad 
jacent a tree, 

a bag lying against the other surface of the panel and 
having an open top, 

attaching means securing the bag to the panel, 
a pair of rigid frame rods affixed to and extending 

along respective side edges of the panel and down 
wardly beyond the bottom edge thereof, said rods 
having lower portions extending obliquely outwardly 
below the bag, the space between said rods beyond 
the bottom edge of the panel being open and unob 
structed to receive and cradle the tree trunk therein 
during attachment thereto, 

a rigid crossbar af?xed to and extending between the 
terminal ends of said frame rods and engaging the 
tree trunk to support the panel against downward 
tipping, 

an elongate ?exible panel supporting means connected 
with the panel for encompassing the man’s shoulders 
to carry the panel and bag on his back and said panel 
supporting means including connector means on said 
frame rods and spaced from said crossbar and re 
leasably connecting ‘an elongate ?exible element in 
encompassing relation to the tree trunk. 

2. The invention set forth in claim 1 and said crossbar 
having a plurality of downwardly projecting cleats and 
normally spaced from the mans’ back for digging into the 
ground surface in the event of a fall, and also for engaging 
and digging into the bark of a tree when the frame is ap 
plied to a tree trunk. 
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3. The invention set forth in claim 1 and said attaching 

means securing the bag adjacent the open top thereof to 
the panel adjacent the top edge thereof and permitting 
swinging of the bag into hanging position as the panel is 
oriented in horizontal position adjacent the tree. 

4. The invention set forth in claim 3‘ and said frame 
rods having L-shaped portions between the panel and 
crossbar, said connector means connected to the L-shaped 
frame rods for cooperation with said elongate ?exible ele 
ment in alternately securing the frame on a tree trunk 
and to the man’s shoulders, 

and said crossbar having a plurality of downwardly 
projecting cleats thereon normally spaced away from 
the man’s body for engaging and digging into the 
ground during a fall to avoid unnecessary sliding and 
also digging into the bark of a tree when mounted 
thereon. 

5'. A multi-purpose frame to be alternately carried on 
a man’s back and mounted on a tree, 

comprising a rigid panel having one surface alternately 
engaging the man’s back and functioning as a seat 
adjacent the tree, said surface being exposed and un 
obstructed to permit complete freedom of movement 
thereover, 

a bag lying against the other surface of the panel and 
having an open top, the bag having means adjacent 
the open top securing the bag to the top edge of the 
panel and permit downward swinging of the bag 
bottom away from the panel when the panel is ori 
ented horizontally adjacent a tree whereby to permit 
access downwardly into the open top from above the 
panel and along said edge of the panel, a pair of 
elongate rigid frame elements a?ixed to the panel 
and extending along the respective side edges thereof 
in spaced relation to the panel to con?ne and retain 
the bag therebetween against sideward swinging, 

elongate ?exible panel-supporting means connected with 
the panel and alternately encompassing the man’s 
shoulders and the tree trunk for supporting the panel 
in vertical and horizontal positions, 

and a rigid crossbar spaced outwardly from the bottom 
edge of the panel and from said panel supporting 
means and a?ixed to said frame elements for en 
gaging the tree trunk and supporting the panel against 
downwardly tipping relative to the tree. 

6. The invention according to claim 5 and including 
a plurality of rigid cleats a?ixed on said crossbar and 
projecting downwardly therefrom for engaging and dig— 
ging into the ground during a fall to prevent excessive 
sliding, and to dig into the trunk of a tree when applied 
thereto. 

7. The invention according to claim 5 and said crossbar 
being spaced below and obliquely outwardly from the 
bottom edge of the panel, the frame having an open and 
unobstructed space directly below the bottom edge of the 
panel and adjoining said crossbar to receive and cradle 
the tree trunk during application of the frame to the tree, 
and releasable fastener means releasably a?ixing an elon 
gate flexible element in tree encompassing relation. 

8. The invention set forth in claim 4 wherein said one 
> surface of the rigid panel being exposed and unobstructed 
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to permit complete freedom of movement thereover dur 
ing carrying of the frame on a man’s shoulders and dur 
ing use of the frame attached to a tree. 
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