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5 Claims. (Cl. 248-447) 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLGSURE 

A notebook including front and back covers, a spine 
hinged to the inner margins of the covers, and a rigid 
ring holder strip secured to the inside of the spine between 
said covers is combined with a bookstand having an 
upwardly extending back rest-forming portion which 
forms a back rest for an upstanding book and a slide 
carrying the back rest forming portion, the slide being 
mounted for movement parallel to and along the ring 
holder strip between an operative extending upper posi 
tion where the back rest is spaced substantially from the 
upper margins of the notebook and an inoperative lower 
retracted position within the upper margin of the note 
book where the bookstand is near the margin of the 
notebook where it is less noticeable. The back rest-form 
ing portion of the bookstand is made of separable parts 
having respective inoperative positions where, in the re 
tracted position of the slide, they respectively extend 
along the front and back covers of the notebook, and 
operative positions where they are in upwardly extending 
and confronting relation when the notebook is in an open 
position with the spine thereof resting on a support 
surface. 

This invention relates to a notebook and bookstand 
which are uniquely integrated into a unitary structure 
where the bookstand supports an open book in an upright 
position where the user can conveniently make notes in 
the notebook on the information contained in the book. 

One object of the invention is to provide a combination 
notebook and bookstand whose functions complement 
each other in the manner described above. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a com 
bination notebook and bookstand as just described where 
the overall size of the combination is not much different 
than the size of the notebook. A related object of the in 
vention is to provide a combination notebook and book 
stand as described where the notebook is of a type having 
front and rear covers and a spine hinged to the inner 
margins of the covers so that the covers can be folded 
back to open the notebook and can be brought into con 
fronting relation to close the notebook, and further 
wherein the bookstand is so related to the notebook that 
it is hardly noticeable when not in use, and it can be 
readily and quickly brought into a usable position. 
An overall object of the invention is to provide a com 

bined notebook and bookstand as described which can 
be manufactured at minimum cost. 
The most useful form of the invention is in connection 

with a conventional two or three ring notebook com 
prising front and back covers, a spine hinged to the inner 
margins of the covers and a notebook ring ?xture, usually 
in the form of an elongated metal strip, secured to the 
inner surface of the spine. The ring ?xture (or ring holder 
strip as it will hereinafter be referred to) is anchored to 
the spine of the notebook by rivets passing through the 
spine and ring holder strip at the upper and lower ends 
thereof. 

In accordance with one aspect of the invention, the 
bookstand is secured to the upper portion of the note 
book and includes a back-rest forming portion which, 
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when the notebook is opened and resting on a ?at hori 
zontal surface, provides a back rest for a book stood on 
its edge and preferably inclining rearwardly and upwardly 
at a small angle to the vertical, so that the user can 
readily read from the book and then make notes on the 
sheets of notebook paper in the notebook, without re 
quiring any shifting in the position of the user’s head or 
body, as is usually necessary. 

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, the 
bookstand can be integrated into a notebook of conven 
tional construction and in a manner where it is hardly 
noticeable when the bookstand is not in use. In the most 
preferred form of the invention, the bookstand comprises 
a slide portion which is mounted for movement parallel 
to and along the ring holder strip between an extended 
upper position where it projects substantially above the 
upper margin of the notebook and a retracted lower posi 
tion at or within the upper margin of the notebook. The 
upper end of the slide portion of the bookstand advan 
tageously carries a pair of foldable back rest forming 
arms. 

When the bookstand is not in use, the slide is in its 
lower position and the arms of the bookstand are folded 
respectively along the rear and front covers of the note 
book. Each arm may be anchored to the respective covers 
of the notebook by a snap fastener or, more desirably, by 
means of a channel formed in the arm which frictionally 
engages around the upper edge of the notebook cover. 
When the bookstand is to be used, the slide is moved to 
its upper extended position, and the arms are folded and 
locked into confronting relation where they form an up 
standing back rest for an open book preferably inclining 
slightly rearwardly and upwardly. 

In the most advantageous form of the invention, there 
is provided at the top of the ring holder strip a book stop 
which, in the extended position of the slide portion of the 
bookstand, is spaced from the back rest forming portion 
of the bookstand and de?nes therewith a book-receiving 
space into which an open book can be placed and sup 
ported in an open upright position. The book stop also 
keeps the pages of the book from springing forward. 

Other objects, advantages and features of the invention 
will become apparent by making reference to the speci 
?cation to follow, the claims and the drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing in solid lines the 
combination notebook and bookstand of the invention 
when the notebook is opened and the bookstand is in its 
retracted unusable position. The bookstand is shown in 
dashed lines in an upper extended position prior to the 
back rest-forming portion thereof; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the bookstand in an 
upright usable position; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged and elevational view of the book 
stand with the back rest-forming arms thereof in an un 
folded condition just prior to being folded into an upright 
position; 

FIG. 4 is an end elevational view of the bookstand 
shown in FIG. 3 when the back rest-forming portion 
thereof is folded into a vertical book supporting position; 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary longitudinal sectional view 
through the spine of the notebook and the slide portion of 
the bookstand, taken along section line 5—5 in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 6 is a vertical sectional View taken substantially 
along the line 6-6 in FIG. 5; 
FIG. 7 is a greatly enlarged fragmentary view showing 

the hinge between the back rest-forming portion and the 
slide portion of the bookstand; and 

FIG. 8 is a horizontal sectional view through the inter 
locked back rest~forming arms of the bookstand, as taken 
along section line 8—8 in FIG. 4. 
Referring now more particularly to FIGS. 1 and 2, the 
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exemplary form of the invention there shown is applied 
to conventional three-ring notebooks generally indicated 
by reference numeral 2. The notebook has front and rear 
covers 4 and 4f, and a spine 6 to which the covers 4 and 
4' are hinged. A ringholder strip 8 is secured to the 
upper and lower ends of the inside of the spine 6 by rivets 
14-14’ passing through the spine and ring holder strip. 
The ring holder strip carries the usual pairs of separable 
ring halves lila-l?a’. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the in 
vention deals with the combination of a bookstand 24) 
with the notebook. The bookstand is preferably related 
to the notebook in such a way that it is hardly noticeable 
When not in use. To this end, the bookstand 2%} includes a 
back rest-forming arms 20a-20a' which are normally 
movably secured to the upper margins of the front and 
rear covers of the notebook, and a slide 20b slidably 
mounted along the ring holder strip for movement be 
tween a retracted position shown in FIG. 1 and an ex 
tended position shown in FIG. 2. The entire bookstand 
can be made as a single molded part of synthetic plastic 
material where the arms 20a and 20a’ are joined to the 
slide 2017 through a very thin section 23 (FIGS. 3 and 7) 
forming hinges which permit the arms 28 to be folded 
into confronting relation, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 4. 
Each of the arms 20a or 20a’ preferably has a pair of 

spaced forwardly extending walls 24-26 or 24'-26' which 
de?ne therebetween a channel 28 or 28' (FIGS. 6 and 8) 
adapted frictionally to receive the upper margins of the 
associated notebook covers 4 or 4'. The walls 26 or 26’ 
are relatively narrow walls which are connected to the 
associated wall 24 or 24’ by a rear wall or web 30 or 30’ 
which closes the rear end of the channel 28 or 28’ and 
extends inwardly or upwardly beyond the wall 24 or 24’. 
The channel 28 or 28' opens toward the upper margin of 
the associated cover 4 or 4' and, when the slide 2012 of 
the bookstand is retracted downwardly, the upper margins 
of the covers 4 or 4’ are received snugly within the as 
sociated channels 28 or 28' of the bookstand frictionally 
to hold the bookstand in the retracted position. 
The walls 24 and 24' of the bookstand arms 20a and 

20a’ are relatively wide at the base end portion thereof 
and taper toward the outside of the arms to provide in 
clined forwardly facing edges 32 and 32’. When the arms 
20a and 20a’ are brought into confronting relation, the 
edges 32 and 32’ meet in a common plane which angles 
slightly upwardly and rearwardly of the vertical, as best 
shown in FIG. 2. The arms thus form a back rest for an 
open vertically oriented book. 
The ends of the bookstand arms 241a and 20a’ terminate 

in enlarged heads 36-36’. The head 36 of the bookstand 
arm 20a has a split pin 38 extending therefrom which pin 
is adapted to make frictional engagement with the de 
?ning walls of a correspondingly shaped and sized socket 
38’ in the arm head 36’ when the arms 20a and 20a’ are 
brought into confronting relation. 
The slide 201) of the bookstand includes a main body 

portion 40 which has a pair of outwardly upwardly ex 
tending longitudinal ribs 42-42 (FIG. 6) which make 
sliding engagement with the outer margins 44-44 of 
the shield portion 48 of the ring holder strip 8. The main 
body portion 40 of the slide 20b joins the walls 24—24’ 

‘ of the bookstand arms 20a-20a' at the aforesaid thin 
walled hinge-forming portions 23-23’ of the bookstand. 
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The body portion 46 of the slide has a pair of upwardly ' 
extending longitudinal inner ribs 5tl-50 whose inner 
confronting surfaces are spaced apart a distance to en 
gage a narrower ring holder strip (not shown) and thus 
be useful in the construction of a combined notebook 
and bookstand where the notebook has a narrower ring 
holder strip. (It is common to make notebooks of a given 
overall size with at least two sizes of ring holder strips.) 
As best shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, the bookstand slide 

201) is positioned between the spine 6 and the ring holder 
strip 8 of the notebook 2. The upper rivet 14 passes 
through an elongated opening 52 (FIG. 5) in the slide, 
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4 
the opening 52 being just su?iciently long to permit the 
slide to be moved between the aforesaid extended and 
retracted positions (FIG. 1). The rivet 14 also anchors 
the ring holder strip 8 to the spine 6 and permanently 
ai?xes the slide 2% of the bookstand to the notebook. 
The body portion 46 of the slide 20b terminates in an 

upstanding extending handle 54 having “PULL” im 
printed on the outside of the handle to inform the user 
that he is to grip the hand1e54 and pull the same out 
wardly to position the bookstand for use. In so doing, 
the bookstand arms are pulled from frictional engage 

ent with the upper margins of the notebook covers and 
the back rest-forming arms 20a-20a’ of the notebook 
are spaced appreciably from the upper margin of the 
notebook. The stand is then ready for use following the 
folding of the arms 20a and 20a’ into confronting rela 
tion where the pin 38 of the arm 20a passes mro the 
socket 38’ of the arm 20a’. In the extended position of 
the slide 2912, a book 35 (FIG. 2) can be placed upon 
the portion of the slide 20b projecting above the upper 
margins of the notebook covers with the aforesaid edges 
32-32’ of the arms 20a-2ila' constituting a back rest for 
the book. 

In the preferred form of the invention, a book stop 56 
extends upwardly from the upper end portion of the ring 
holder strip 8 to engage the forwardly facing portions of 
the book 35. The side of the book stop facing the book 
preferably has a forwardly projecting edge or rib 58 
which is aligned with the fold line between the opposite 
pages of the book. 
The book stop 56 is most advantageously secured to 

the notebook by means of the upper rivet 14 which 
passes through an enlarged boss 60 (see FIG. 5) form 
ing part of the book stop 56. An arm 62 connects the 
boss 60 to the book stop 56 which is positioned beyond 
the end of the ring holder strip 8. A ?anged sleeve 63 
is shown positioned between the rivet 14 and the boss 60. 

It is apparent that the book 35 is supported by the 
bookstand 20 in a very convenient upstanding position 
above the upper margin of the notebook where the user 
can conveniently make notes on the sheets 12 of the 
notebook paper on the material in the book. Moreover, 
as above indicated, the construction of the bookstand and 
its relationship to the notebook is such that the book 
stand can be folded out of the way when the bookstand 
is not in use, and can be quickly and easily moved into a 
book supporting position. Moreover, the construction of 
the bookstand is such that it can be made very economi 
cally so that it has a wide market appeal. 

It should be understood that numerous modi?cations 
may be made in the most preferred form of the invention 
described above without deviating from the broader 
aspects of the invention. 
We claim: 
1. In combination with a notebook, a bookstand at 

tached to the upper end of the notebook and including 
front and back covers, a spine hinged to the inner margins 
of the covers whereby the covers can be moved between 
book opening and book closing positions,’ a ring holder 
strip secured to the inside of the spine between said covers, 
an upwardly extending back rest-forming portion which 
forms a back rest for an upstanding open book at the 
upper margin of the notebook, a slide carrying at the 
upper end there-of said back rest-forming portion of the 
bookstand, said slide being mounted for movement par— 
allel to and along said ring holder strip and between an 
operative extended upper position where the back rest 
forming portion of the bookstand is spaced substantially 
from the upper margin of the notebook and an inopera 
tive retracted lower position at or within the upper mar 
gin of the notebook where the bookstand is near the mar 
gin of the notebook where it is less noticeable, said ring 
holder strip being secured in place to the spine of the 
notebook by a rivet having a shank portion extending 
through the spine and one of the ring holder strips and 
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said bookstand slide having an elongated slot through 
which the shank portion of the rivet extends to permit 
sliding movement of the bookstand slide between said 
extended and retracted positions. 

2. In combination with a notebook, a bookstand at 
tached to the upper end of the notebook and including 
front and back covers, a spine hinged to the inner margins 
of the covers whereby the covers can be moved between 
book opening and book closing positions, a ring holder 
strip secured to the inside of the spine between said 
covers, an upwardly extending back rest-forming portion 
which forms a back rest for an upstanding open book at 
the upper margin of the notebook, a slide carrying at 
the upper end thereof said back rest-forming portion of 
the bookstand, and said slide being mounted for move 
ment parallel to and along said ring holder strip and be 
tween an operative extended upper position where the 
back rest-forming portion of the bookstand is spaced sub 
stantially from the upper margin of the notebook and 
an inoperative retracted lower position at or within the 
upper margin of the notebook where the bookstand is 
near the margin of the notebook where it is less notice 
able, said back rest-forming portion of the bookstand 
being made of separable parts having respective inopera 
tive positions where, in the retracted position of the slide, 
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they respectively extend along the front and back covers 
of the notebook, and operative positions where they are 
in upwardly extending and confronting relation when 
the notebook is in an open position with the spine thereof 
resting on a support surface. 

3. The combination of claim 2 wherein said separable 
back rest-forming parts are hinged to the bookstand slide. 

4. The combination of claim 2 wherein each of said 
parts of the back rest-forming portion of the book stand 
has means for respectively releasably anchoring the same 
against the front and back covers of the notebook. 

5. The combination of claim 4 wherein said last men 
tioned means comprises a back rest-forming channel in 
the part involved which channel has de?ning walls which 
frictionally engage over the edge of the upper margin of 
the associated cover of the notebook. 
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