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This invention is concerned generally with the bag art; 
more speci?cally it describes a bag with an improved 
closure construction; and in detail, it describes a con 
tainer closure with ?aps that may be bowed inward for 
locking purposes. 

Bags such as of polyethylene or the like, with rein 
forcing elements in the header portion thereof, are well 
known. Such containers are desirable in that the rein 
forcing element will provide stiffness and rigidity to the 
container while hanging on a display rack, or the like. 

Such containers, however, suffer from several well 
known and common disadvantages. For example, it is 
generally considered di?icult to provide the opening to 
the container in the area of the header portion thereof. 
Additionally, such containers are not easily reusable once 
opened. 

It is a cardinal object of this invention, therefore, to 
provide a new and improved container such as a bag 
having a locking closure that will be decorative, attractive 
and efficient. , 

Another primary object of this device is to provide a 
container such as a ?exible bag, which may be readily 
and repeatedly opened and closed. 
Another principal object of this invention is to describe 

a container closure that will not inadvertently or spon 
taneously open or close, except as desired. 
An additional object is the provision of a ?exible con 

tainer with a rigid head portion to protect items packaged 
within. 
A further purpose of the product set forth herein is 

to provide a container which will be inexpensive and 
easily mass-produced and which may be utilized for any 
well known purpose such as for a display rack, on a 
shelf, etc. 
The invention described herein will be useful especially 

in ?exible bags wherein the forward and rear walls are 
disposed in a parallel and ?at relationship prior to the 
?lling thereof. It is to be emphasized, however, that the 
invention may be conveniently utilized as a closure for 
any well known container in that a very neat, e?‘icient, 
and economical closure is obtained. 
With these objects in view, the invention consists of 

the novel features of construction and arrangement of 
parts which will appear in the following speci?cation 
and recited in the appended claims, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings in which the same refer 
ence numerals indicate the same parts throughout the 
various ?gures and in which: 
FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of the invention ap 

plied to a ?exible package or the like, with the parts 
shown in the bag open position. 

FIG. 2 is a sectional View taken substantially through 
the center of the bag and along line 2-—2 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a fractional View corresponding to FIG. 1, 

but showing one of the closure ?aps in the closed posi 
tion. 

FIG. 4 is an elevational view showing one of the 
closure ?aps closed, taken substantially along line 4—4 
of FIG. 3. 
FIG. 5 is a fractional front elevational view of the bag 

as shown in FIG. 3. 
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FIG. 6 is a fractional perspective view with both of 

the closure ?aps in the closed position with a portion of 
the upper closure ?ap broken away. 
FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken substantially along 

line 7_—7 of FIG. 6- showing the bag in the closed posi 
tion. 

Referring to the drawings, there is disclosed a ?exible 
package or the like, designated generally as 10 illustrat 
ing the features of this invention. 
The embodiment of the invention illustrated consists 

of a package fabricated of two overlying walls 11 and 
12 closed at either end 14 and 15 and at the bottom 16. 
The top of the container will be open as at 13 to receive 
the article to be packaged therewithin. 

It will be emphasized, as mentioned heretofore, that 
although a speci?c ?exible package 10 is described, the 
instant invention, which will be set forth in detail herein, 
may be applied to any of the well known containers of 
any material. Especially, any well known ?exible package 
may be utilized, such as those having gussets at the 
sides and/or bottoms, those having secondary openings, 
etc. 

Fastened at the opening of the ?exible package 10 
will be a pair of relatively stiff but partially ?exible 
members 20v and 21. The said members may be integral 
with the over-lying walls 11 and 12 of the ?exible package 
10, or may be fastened thereto by any well known means. 
Additionally, only a fraction of the members 20 and 21 
may be attached to the said walls 11 and 12. If the 
material comprising the major portion of the ?exible pack 
age 10 is a material such as polyethylene, the members 
20 and 21, which may be cardboard, may be heat sealed 
thereto as is well known in the art. 
Each of the members 20 and 21 may be identical in 

shape and will have convex or protuberant arcuate upper 
surfaces 24 and 25. The said arcuate upper surfaces 24 
and 25 should be in the form of a smooth curve, and 
when in their juxtaposed position on the ?exible package 
10, prior to the ?lling thereof, they should be in a sub 
stantially aligned and registered relationship. 
As seen especially in FIG. 1, each of the members 

20 and 21 will further have weakened and scored lines 
30 and 31 respectively to facilitate the folding thereof 
along predetermined lines thereby forming ?aps 40 and 
41. Each of the weakened or scored lines 30 and 31 will 
be substantially a mirror image of the corresponding 
arcuate upper surface 24 or 25, respectively, and will 
commence at common points 34 and 35 therewith. Lines 
30 and 31 will, therefore, each be concave or incurved. 
The ?exible package 10 may be supplied in its initially 

?attened condition as demonstrated in FIGS. 1 and 2. 
Suitable advertising or other indicia may be pre-printed 
on suitable surfaces of the said package. 
The item to be packaged will then be inserted through 

the opening 13 between the stiff members 20 and 21 by 
hand or by automatic equipment as is well known. The 
members 20 and 21 will still be in their juxtaposed aligned 
and registered positions. 
To close and lock the ?exible package 10,,one of the 

?aps 40 is folded along the arcuate scored line 30 as in 
FIGS. 3, 4 and 5. Due to the inwardly bowed shape which 
must be assumed by the ?ap 40 of the said member 20 
when in its folded position, the said'upper portion 40 will 
tend to remain in this position. Should the ?ap portion 
40 tend to spontaneously open, this opening will be re 
sisted by the spring like bending or toggle action of the 
said ?ap 40. This toggle effect produced by the inward 
bend of each of the ?aps 4t} and 41 when in their assem 
bled position, results in the improvement of this inven 
tion. 
Of course, it will be realized that the product of this 

invention may be fabricated with only one such ?ap 
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40, ‘in that even one flap vwill tend to remain closed and 
will retain articles within the package.,However, there 
is shown herein, an embodiment of the invention with 
two such ?aps 40‘ and 41. 
The tendency of the ?aps to lock may be enhanced 

by increasing the rigidity of the members 20 and 21. 
It is to be noted that at least one of the ?aps 41 may 

be provided with a central aperture 45 which may be rein 
forced by a grommet, or may support a string, so that the 
package 10 when in its partially closed position, as shown 
in FIGS. 3, 4, and 5, may be hung on a display rack or 
the like. When the package 10 is to be utilized in this 
fashion, appropriate indicia or other printed matter may 
appear on the inward surface 48 of the upstanding ?ap 
41 for'improved sales value. A package so displayed 
will not only be e?iciently held closed by the inwardly 
bowed ?ap 40, but will be extremely decorative. The rela 
tively stiff members 20 and 21 being held apart by the 
distance between the arcuate upper surface 25 and the 
scored line 31, will provide body and bulk to the bag, thus 
displaying the goods therewithin to best advantage. 

In that the flap 4!) may be placed in its bag closing posi 
tion relatively easily by simple urging, the goods may be 
stored and transported to a dealer in a form as shown 
in FIG. 1, which will be compact and space saving. When 
displayed ,on_ a rack, however, for customer approval 
the flap 40 may be placed in its locking position thus seal 
ing the container and providing body and bulk thereto. 
When the item is sold, the remaining ?ap 41 may be 

urged downward along its score line 30 so that it over 
lies in superimposed relationship the ?rst ?ap 40. This 
second flap 41 will again inwardly bow and will thus tend 
to also remain in position against any tendency to spon 
taneously opengThis will effectively double the closure 
action and insure that the package will not prematurely 
open. 

Set forth above, therefore, is a toggle type closure with 
a snap-over-center construction with a reinforced edge 
for a bag. 

For certain containers, it will be preferable to fabricate 
the body of the container itself from a rigid material such 
as cardboard, with the snap-over ?aps made integral with 
the remainder of the container merely by providing the 
arcuate surfaces and scored arcuate lines at the opening 
as set forth above, Of course, such a container may have 
a window opening covered with a transparent material 
such as acetate, cellophane, or polyethylene, or the like, 
to provide viewing of the contents therein. 

It will be seen then that this invention provides an im 
proved closure for a bag or the like that may be easily 
opened to receive an article to be packaged therewithin, 
for the removal of the article, etc. When the flaps are in 
their snapped-over or locked position, they will prevent 
inadvertent removal of the contents of the bag. The clo 
sure may be reused any number of times without loss of 
efficiency. . 

Additionally, the flaps, if provided on a ?exible bag, 
will not only provide rigidity and shape to the said bag, 
but will provide a bulk area there within for better pack 
aging, although the bags may be transported in a ?at 
tened condition. 
The blank from which the closure is formed will be 

relatively economical and may be applied to the web, 
forming the bag, by any of several well known commer 
cially available means. The entire device lends itself to 
ease of mass-production. 
The collapsible feature of the container herein is of 

special importance in that it facilitates storage, transpor 
tation and handling of the container in a compact or 
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?attened condition while enabling setup and subsequent 
closure of the container after ?lling by relatively simple 
?ap turning operations. 
The highly attractive appearance of the container and 

its ability for repeated and efficient use, merely by the 
snapping of ?aps, will enhance its sales value and that 
of items therewithin. 

It should further be emphasized that the upper arcuate 
surface is not necessary, especially when the unique clo 
sure means described herein is used in conjunction with 
bulk containers and with bags with side expansion gussets. 
In such a device, each half of the closure means may, at 
its external ends, have a substantial width to accom 
modate the width of the open container. 

While there are above disclosed but a limited number 
of embodiments of the structure and product‘ ofthe in 
vention herein presented, it is possible to produce still 
other embodiments without departing from the inventive 
concept herein disclosed and it is desired, therefore, that 
only such limitations be imposed on the appended claims 
as are stated therein, or required by the prior art. 
Having thus described our invention and illustrated its 

use, what we claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is: p 

1. A ?exible bag comprising a pair of overlying walls 
fabricated of plastic sheet material, said bag walls being 
attached to each other so as to form a bag enclosure, 
said bag enclosure having an opening bounded by con 
fronting unattached marginal edges of said bag walls, 
a closure member for said bag opening, said closure mem 
ber including a body fabricated of cardboard and formed 
by a pair of overlying walls, said closure member walls 
being joined to each other along opposite sides and 
terminating in unattached upper and lower edges de?n 
ing a central opening for said closure member between 
said walls, said upper edge of each closure member wall 
having a convex shape and a folding flap delineated along 
said edge by a concavely-shaped score line extending be 
tween opposite ends of said edge and spaced inwardly 
therefrom, each said flap being foldable along said score 
line between an open position bounding said central open 
ing of said closure member and a closed position with 
respect to said central opening and means joining said 
closure member to said unattached ‘marginal edges of 
said bag wall at said bag opening such that said central 
opening of said closure member serves as an extension of 
said bag opening whereby said ?aps on said closure mem 
ber facilitate the ?lling of said bag in said open position 
thereof and form a closure for said bag in said closed 
position thereof. 
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