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The present invention relates to special glove packages, 
and to methods of making such packages. 

Heretofore, it has been customary in many instances to 
provide a pair of rubber latex or other surgical gloves 
that are sold and distributed in a package and which 
gloves normally are used only once and then discarded. 
vObviously with many thousands of these gloves being used 
daily, it is an appreciable production problem to not 
only make these surgical gloves, but to package them in 
a manner for shipment and ultimate use, the gloves either 
being sterile when shipped or being able to be sterilized 
in their package before they are used. 
US. Patent No. 3,107,786 shows one type of a surgical 

glove package that is in relatively wide commercial use 
at the present time. In this package, an inner wrap is 
provided by a relatively elongate rectangular sheet that 
has the ends thereof folded inwardly upon themselves 
to cover a pair of gloves that are juxtaposed in longitu 
dinally spaced relation on the elongate inner Wrap or 
sheet. Then an outer sheet, which is of generally diamond 
shape, is manually folded around the inner wrap and the 
two gloves are superimposed by an ultimate longitudinal 
fold of the outer wrap and the inner wrap and glove con 
tents. 
The general object of the present invention is to provide 

a novel and improved surgical glove package, and par 
ticularly to provide an improved method of making surgi 
cal glove packages. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a surgical 
glove package making method that can be performed 
automatically, or by mechanical means, or at least to a 
much greater extent than prior art packaging methods 
and constructions. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a surgi 

cal glove package made from sections of a longitudinally 
extending wrapper strip that has been folded to provide 
some longitudinally extending fold lines therein. 
Another object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved glove package that can be formed inexpensively 
and which is adapted to provide sterile packaged surgical 
gloves at minimum expense. 
The foregoing and other objects and advantages of the 

invention will be made more apparent as the speci?cation 
proceeds. 

Attention now is particularly directed to the accompany 
ing drawings, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 shows a plan of the improved package of 

the invention in its process of being formed, and after a 
section of outer wrapping paper has been provided and a 
pair of gloves on an inner sheet have been placed on such 
outer wrapper; 
FIGURE 2 is a plan view like FIGURE 1 with folding 

actions having been performed on the inner and outer 
wrapper sheet; 
FIGURE 3 is a plan view of the folded package formed 

by folding the unit, as shown in FIGURE 2, longitudinally 
several times upon itself; 
FIGURE 4 is a plan view of a package forming a modi 

?cation of the invention and which view is similar in the 
stage of completion to that shown in FIGURE 1 but with 
the inner sheet folded in upon itself; 
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FIGURE 5 is a plan view of the folded package formed 

from the unit shown in FIGURE 4; 
FIGURE 6 is a partially diagrammatic view showing the 

initial steps in the method of forming the package of the 
invention; and 
FIGURE 7 is an enlarged vertical section taken on line 

7—7 of FIGURE 6. 
When referring to corresponding members shown in the 

drawings and described in the speci?cation, corresponding 
numerals are used to facilitate comparison therebetween. 

Generally speaking, as one embodiment of the invention, 
it relates to a novel rectangular surgical glove package 
comprising a rectangular inner sheet which is folded trans 
versely upon itself on its top and bottom edges and has 
top and bottom layers with gloves received between longi 
tudinally spaced portions thereof, which inner sheet has 
Opening ?aps on the exposed surfaces thereof, a rec 
tangular outer sheet enclosing the inner sheet by lateral 
marginal portions folded in on the inner sheet and by top 
and bottom portions folded in on the inner sheet, which 
outer sheet has longitudinally extending opening ?aps 
provided thereon to facilitate access to the content of 
the package, and adhesive tape means retaining the outer 
sheet in a releasable folded position. 

Reference now is particularly directed to the details of 
this structure shown in the accompanying drawings, and 
a novel surgical glove package of the invention is indicated 
as a whole by the numeral 1. This package receives a pair 
of conventional rubber latex gloves 2 and 3 therein. FIG 
URE l of the drawings shows that a rectangular inner sheet 
4 is provided in the package and that the gloves 2 and 3 
are positioned to extend transversely of this inner sheet 4 
which has its longitudinal axis extending from top to bot 
tom of the drawing when considering the drawing to be in 
a vertical position. Thus, top and bottom portions 5 and 
6, respectively, of the inner sheet 4 are folded in over the 
gloves 2 and 3, respectively. The inner sheet 4 is approxi 
mately a little longer than four times the longitudinal 
length of the individual gloves as laid out in ?at posi 
tions on the inner sheet 4 whereby the inner sheet will 
cover the gloves 2 and 3‘ and provide top and bottom lay 
ers or sheets thereover. It should be noted that the edge 
sections of the portions 5 and 6 of this inner sheet are 
folded outwardly and back upon the sheet to provide ?aps 
5a and 6a extending transversely of the inner wrap sheet 
to facilitate opening the package without touching the con 
tents thereof. 
An outer sheet 7 is provided in the package 1 and, as 

a feature of the invention, this outer sheet 7 has longi 
tudinally extending marginal portions 8 and 9 folded back 
upon the remainder and adjacent portions of the sheet 7, 
which edges ultimately forrn opening ?aps or sections to 
again facilitate access to the contents of the package 1 
while retaining the contents thereof completely sterile. 
FIGURE 1 clearly shows that the sheet 7 is only about 
twice as wide as the inner sheet 4 and only about % 
as long hence utilizing a minimum of material to achieve 
a very ef?cient wrap. FIGURES 6 and 7 clearly show 
that initially a roll of paper 10 is provided and such paper 
is fed from the roll to move along its longitudinal axis. 
Thus, some suitable means, such as a pair of rolls 11 and 
12 and any desired guide means associated therewith, can 
be used to fold over the edges 8 and 9 outwardly and 
back upon adjacent marginal portions of the strip of paper 
10. At any suitable time after the edges have been folded 
into the desired position, the paper 10 can be cut longi 
tudinally to provide the individual outer sheet 7 of suit 
able length to receive the inner sheet 4 and the gloves 
thereon. 

FIG. 1 of the drawings shows that the inner sheet and 
associated gloves are positioned substantially centrally of 
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the outer sheet 7 and with the longitudinal axis of the 
inner sheet 4 being parallel to and preferably coinciding 
with the longitudinal axis of the outer sheet 7 and with 
the transverse axes of these sheets at least being parallel 
and preferably being superimposed. 

Usually the inner sheets 4 and its contents will be 
manually or automatically folded or prepared to form 
the ?aps 5a and 6a thereon and to place the gloves there 
in, and the prepared unit can either be manually or auto 
matically positioned upon the outer sheet in the central 
area thereof as indicated. As a part of the inner wrap, 
portions 5 and 6 are folded in over the gloves 2 and 3 
at the fold or score lines 1.3 and 14. The outer sheet 7 
in its partly folded condition as shown in FIGURE 1 is 
substantially twice as wide as the package prepared of 
the inner sheet 4 and gloves 2 and 3 so that when its 
exposed lateral sections 15 and 16 are folded inwardly 
on the fold lines 17 and 18 upon the inner sheet 4 and its 
contents, the gloves are substantially completely enclosed. 
Or, at least the inner sheet 4 and its contents are sub 
stantially enclosed by these folded over sections 15 and 
16. 

To complete the package 1 of the invention, the par 
tially formed package as shown in FIGURE 2 then has 
its top section 19 indicated thereon folded down over 
part of the adjacent glove 2 and the portion of the inner 
sheet extending thereover, after which then the outer 
sheet 7 and the assembly so formed is folded over again 
and again upon itself in the longitudinally downward di 
rection to completely enclose the inner sheet 4 by the 
bottom section 20 of the outer sheet, as shown in FIG 
URE 2. Thereafter, the package 1 can be completed and 
the section 20 can be retained in its folded position by 
some conventional member, such as a strip or tap 21 
that has a conventional pressure sensitive adhesive pro 
vided thereon whereby the package 1 of the invention is 
formed but with the contents thereof being readily availa 
ble and being presented for use by merely opening the 
package 1 by pulling the adhesive tape 18 free, and then 
unfolding the sections 20 and 19. Hence, the edges 8 and 
9 are exposed and the sections 15 and 16 of the outer 
sheet can be folded outwardly to form a relatively large 
area so that when the inner sheet is opened by ?aps 5a 
and 6a, the gloves 2 and 3 still are carried on the inner 
sheet 4 and are not contaminated by contact with any 
associated support surface or person. 

In making the package 1 of the invention, it will be 
seen that the inner sheet 4 can, if desired, have the mar 
ginal edges or ?aps 5a and 6a formed thereon by the 
same method as is generally shown in FIGS. 6 and 7 
of the drawings. That is, a strip of paper from which the 
outer or inner sheet 4 is to be formed would be pulled 
from a roll and the lateral margins of the strip would 
be folded out and back upon the remainder of the strip 
by any conventional members, such as the rolls 11 and 
12, and then the longitudinal paper strip would be cut 
into sections. Next the gloves 2 and 3 can be placed upon 
this paper section to extend transversely thereof after 
which opposed marginal portions of the inner sheet 4 
would be folded automatically or manually inwardly 
upon the gloves 2 and 3. If desired, these gloves may be 
superimposed upon themselves in the original package, 
but preferably they are placed side by side at longitudinal 
portions of the inner sheet. Then the marginal sections 
or portions 5 and 6 of this inner sheet are folded in to 
individually cover the gloves 2 and 3 and have the gloves 
still positioned in juxtaposition but with each glove being 
enclosed by top and bottom layers of the inner sheet. If 
desired, this inner sheet can also be folded yet again 
upon itself to form a more complete enclosure for the 
pair of gloves, which enclosure would be of about the 
ultimate rectangular size of the ?nished package 1, prior 
to folding the sheet 7 therearound. However, normally 
the inner sheet would only be folded once from each end 
to have the portions 5 and 6 overlying the gloves 2 and 3. 
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4 
In the ?nal folding action of the inner sheet and its con 
tents within the outer sheet, this inner sheet 4 would be 
folded one additional time upon itself along a medial 
line thereof to bring the gloves 2 and 3 into super 
imposed positions but with two layers of the inner sheet 
4 being positioned between the rubber gloves. 

It will be realized that it is a feature of the invention 
that both the ?aps 8 and 9 of the outer sheet 7 in the 
package are available to facilitate opening the package 
without touching any of the contents thereof, and the 
flaps 5a and 6a are also provided to open the package 
completely without touching the rubber gloves or con 
taminating them in any manner. The package is prepared 
for opening the inner sheet 4 to separate the gloves 2 
and 3 by merely unfolding the enclosure or package 1 
shown in FIGURE 3 . 

In the embodiment of the invention shown in FIG 
URES 4 and 5, sections of an outer wrap 7a are pro 
vided by suitable cutting procedures so that when the 
lateral marginal portions 15a and 16a are folded in on 
the subassembly provided by an inner sheet 4a and the 
gloves received therein, the package assembly provides 
a diamond shaped marginal portion indicated at 20a in 
the partially formed assembly, and an indented V-shaped 
recess 19a at the opposite longitudinal margin of the 
partially folded outer sheet. Then by merely folding this 
outer sheet longitudinally upon itself and ultimately fold 
ing the inner sheet 4a along the medial transverse line 
thereof, the ?nal package assembly 1a can be produced 
as indicated in FIGURE 5. 

Preferably in forming both the enclosures 1 and 1a 
shown in the drawings, the folds to provide this closed 
or envelope or enclosure of the invention are so dimen 
sioned so that they are larger than the individual gloves 
2 and 3 as laid out on the inner sheet so that there is no 
folding of these inner gloves when forming the enclosure 
therearound. The gloves may be folded back upon them 
selves slightly, as indicated in the drawings in FIGURE 
1, in the package assembly. 

It will be realized that any suitable porous papers can 
be used to form the inner sheet 4 and outer sheet 7. These 
porous papers are of the type that can be exposed to 
sterilization conditions without damage. Hence, after the 
package 1 has been formed, the complete package is sub 
jccted to conventional sterilization procedures, such as 
being sterilized by heat, or by being exposed to suitable 
oxidation or sterilization gasses. Then package 1 can be 
sold and shipped to its point of use and retain the contents 
thereof in a sterile condition for surgical use or other uses 
where sterile gloves are required. 

In view of the foregoing, it is believed that the objects 
of the invention have been achieved by the provision of 
a new and improved method of forming a surgical glove 
package, or the like and to the new package produced. 

While two complete embodiments of the invention‘ 
have been disclosed herein, it will be appreciated that: 
modi?cation of these particular embodiments of the in 
vention may be resorted to without departing from the 
scope of the invention as de?ned in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A rectangular surgical glove package comprising a 

rectangular inner sheet which is folded transversely back 
upon itself at its top and bottom edges and has top and 
bottom layers with gloves received therebetween, said 
inner sheet having opening ?aps on the exposed surface 
thereof, 

a rectangular outer sheet enclosing said inner sheet at 
right angles thereto by lateral marginal portions 
folded in on said inner sheet to abut without over 
lapping and by top and bottom portions folded in 
on said inner sheet so as to overlap slightly on the 
side over which they are folded, said outer sheet 
having longitudinally extending opening ?aps which 
extend at substantially right angles to the opening 
?aps of the inner sheet and are provided as part of 
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the folded lateral margin portions on the upper sur 
face thereof which are covered by the overlapped 
folded top and bottom portions, and 

adhesive tape means retaining said overlapped top and 
bottom folded portions of said outer sheet in a re 
leasable folded position. 

2. A package for a pair of surgical gloves, or the like, 
positioned in an inner wrap sheet having the gloves be 
tween top and bottom portions of the inner wrap sheet, 
which package comprises 

a rectangular outer sheet having longitudinally extend 
ing folded sections at opposed lateral margins of the 
sheet folded outwardly back upon adjacent portions 
of the sheet, 

said outer sheet being in length approximately twice the 
width of said inner wrap sheet and being only about 
2/3 the length of said inner wrap sheet, 

said inner wrap sheet with said gloves therein being 
enclosed by said outer sheet by being positioned sub 
stantially centrally of said outer sheet with the longi 
tudinal axis of the inner sheet being parallel to and 
preferably coinciding with the transverse axis of the 
outer sheet, and further with the transverse axis of 
the inner sheet at least being parallel and preferably 
being superimposed to the longitudinal axis of the 
outer sheet, said outer sheet having its laterally op 
posed marginal sections folded inwardly upon said 
inner sheet so as to substantially abut and being 
folded transversely over upon itself progressively in 
the longitudinal direction providing an enclosure of 
about the width of one glove in which the gloves are 
positioned, and 
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6 
means releasably securing said outer sheet in its folded 

position. 
3. A method of forming an enclosure for surgical 

gloves and the like, comprising 
moving a paper strip longitudinally, 
continuously folding narrow lateral marginal portions 

of the paper strip outwardly back upon the re 
mainder of the strip, 

cutting the folded paper strip transversely into sections, 
placing a rectangular paper inner sheet with a pair of 

gloves therein substantially centrally of the cut paper 
section and parallel to the transverse axis thereof, 
which paper section is wider and longer than said 
inner sheet, 

folding uniform width edge portions of the paper sec 
tion laterally inwardly on said inner sheet to ex 
pose the folded back lateral edges of the strip and 
to cover said inner sheet with substantial abutment 
of the lateral edges, 

folding a uniform length longitudinal marginal por 
tion of said paper section over onto said inner sheet 
and over onto itself until a folded enclosure is 
formed by the opposite longitudinal marginal por 
tion of said paper section, and 

securing said paper section in said folded shape. 
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