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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A jacket for slender articles in the form of a tubular 
member that has been ?attened at either end to form 
resiliently operable closures. 

This invention relates to jackets and it is more partic 
ularly concerned with means for retaining slender imple 
ments under clean conditions until used. 

Devices such as thermometers are frequently used in 
hospitals. They are transported from a central steriliza 
tion point to various places in the hospital where they are 
to be used, particularly at the bedsides of patients. It is 
an object of the present invention to provide a tubular 
jacket into which a thermometer or other slender imple 
ment can be readily disposed in clean condition and car 
ried about from place to place while retaining its clean 
condition until it is to be used and which can then be 
readily removed from the tubular member. 

Another object of the invention is the provision of 
such a tubular member which is normally closed at both 
ends but which can be resiliently opened by the applica 
tion of simple pressure of the ?ngers whereby the ther 
mometer, or other slender article therein, can be readily 
removed. 
A still further object is the provision of a tubular jacket 

for articles of the type mentioned which affords a degree 
of protection from breakage of the articles therein when 
it is accidentally dropped or when groups of the units 
are in a packaged form. 

These and still further objects, advantages and features 
of the invention will appear more fully from the follow 
ing description considered together with the accompany 
ing drawing. 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of an embodiment 

of the invention containing a thermometer. 1 
FIG. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view along the line 

2—2 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary view of one end showing the 

manner of inserting a thermometer in the jacket. 
FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 showing the manner 

of removing the thermometer from the jacket. 
FIG. 5 is an end elevational view of the embodiment. 
FIG. 6 is a respective view of a group of the devices in 

a container showing the relationship of each to the other. 
Referring to the drawing with more particularity the 

embodiment illustrated comprises a seamless one piece 
elongated jacket 11 of a transparent resilient plastic ma— 
terial, such as of polypropylene. The ends 12 and 13 of 
the jacket are permanently ?attened under heat and pres 
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sure to provide closure lips 14, 15 and 16, 17, respectively. 
In this form, either end is readily opened by the exertion 
of sidewise pressure against the resilient action of the 
material. When the sidewise pressure is released the ?at 
tened ends return to their normally closed ?at shapes. 

In this way, a slender article, such as a thermometer 
18, can be readily disposed within the jacket and readily 
removed therefrom. (See FIGS. 3 and 4.) The thermom 
eter or other slender article can be carried about with 
out danger of contamination and removed when it is 
desired to be used. Due to the air pocket within the jacket 
and the resilience of the material of which the jacket is 
made, it has been found that devices placed within the 
jacket are reasonably protected against impact forces such 
as occur when it is dropped or jostled about. When pack 
aged in groups in a container 19, as shown in FIG. 6, a 
single jacket can readily be removed by gripping an ex 
posed ?at end. This also affords a protective barrier for 
each of the articles in a jacket so that there is minimized 
the danger of breakage of the slender articles, particu 
larly in the case of thermometers which are notoriously 
fragile. 

I claim: 
1. A jacket for an individual slender article comprising 

a seamless one piece hollow slender cylindrical member 
of a resilient material open at either end, said member 
having both sides at its ends pressed together ?at under 
heat and pressure to provide at each end a pair of open 
able closure lips extending axially outward, the interior 
space of the tubular member between said ends com 
prising a chamber for holding the slender article. 

2. A jacket as de?ned by claim 1 in which the material 
of the tubular member is polypropylene. 

3. A jacket as de?ned by claim 1 in which the tubular 
member is of a plastic material. 

4. A jacket as de?ned by claim 3 in which the tubular 
member is transparent. 

5. The combination of a tubular jacket as de?ned by 
claim 1 and a slender article within the jacket between 
the pressed ends. 

6. The combination as de?ned by claim 5 in which the 
slender article -is a glass thermometer. 
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