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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The invention comprises a generally U-shaped member 
with one leg providing the tie clasp front and the other leg 
being shorter and providing a support for a pivot member. 
The short leg has a cut-away portion opening out at its 
free end. A gripping member is freely pivotally mounted 
by rolling the free ends of the split short leg about pintles 
formed on the gripping member at its sides. The gripping 
member is free of contact with the front leg to permit 
easy entry of shirt and tie thereunder when pivoted. Also 
the gripping member is of a size to ?t into the cut-away 
when the thickness of the shirt and tie is of suf?cient 
dimension. 

-_____ 

The present invention relates to improvements in clasps 
and more particularly to an improved clasp for use on 
neckties and the like. 

In prior clasps, especially tie clasps, it has been common 
to provide a three piece construction with a so-called al 
ligator grip which includes a bulky lever and a spring. In 
such constructions, the grip of the clasp on the tie and 
shirt has not been uniform and the clasp could slide or 
tilt relative to the tie. The design also was objectionally 
bulky. 

Accordingly, it is a primary object of the present in 
vention to provide an improved clasp which is self-adjust 
ing to the bulk of that being clasped. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved clasp for neckties and the like wherein the 
clasp is of simple two-piece construction, of thin, com 
pact design and wherein the need for a separate spring 
is obviated. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved clasp for neckties and the like, wherein the 
clasp freely opens without spring action to receive that 
which is to be clasped and wherein the clasp automat 
ically resiliently grips that which is to be clasped upon 
sliding engagement thereon. 

Still another object of the present invention is to provide 
a clasp in accordance with the foregoing object and where 
in the automatic gripping of that which is to be clasped 
is accompanied by a self-balancing pressure so that grip 
ping at both ends of the clasp is balanced. 

Various other objects and advantages will become ap 
parent from the detailed description to follow. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a clasp according 

to the present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a side elevational view thereof; 
FIGURE 3 is a view similar to FIGURE 2 but showing 

the gripping member pivoted to partially receive that 
which is to be clasped; 
FIGURE 4 is a view similar to FIGURE 3 but wherein 

the clasp has fully received that which is to be clasped; 
FIGURE 5 is a rear elevational view of the clasp. 
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Referring more particularly to the drawings wherein like 

numerals apply to like parts throughout, it will be seen 
that we have provided an improved clasp 10 which in 
cludes a generally U-shaped member 12 and a gripping 
member 14. 
The U-shaped member 12 comprises a piece, preferably 

of a metal such as gold or silver, including a ?rst leg 16 
and a second leg 18 joined by a bight portion 20. The ?rst 
leg 16 is shorter than the second leg 18 and terminates 
in a free end 20 approximately medially of the second leg 
and in spaced relation thereto. The second leg 18 is usually 
?at and ornamental especially when used as a tie clasp. 
The ?rst leg 16 has a cut-out 22 extending along a sub 

stantial portion of its length, as viewed best in FIGURES 
1 and 5, so as to divide the free end 20 into a pair of sec 
tions 24, 26. The latter are rolled to form aligned pivot 
bearings for a purpose to be described. As shown in FIG 
URES 1 and 5, the cut-out 22 is of a size and shape to 
receive and accommodate the arm 28 therein, as when the 
thickness of the shirt and tie is great. Also this permits 
a very thin U-shaped member, as now will be obvious. 
The gripping member 14 is formed of resilient material 

and includes a pair of arms 28, 30 integrally joined at an 
oblique angle and terminating in a pair of gripping faces 
at 32, 34 opposing the leg 18. The faces 32, 34 each in 
cludes a lip 36, 38 extending angularly with respect to the 
respective arm with the gripping faces smoothly curved, as 
shown. 
The medial portion of the gripping member, at which 

the arms 28, 30 are joined, has a pair of transversely 
aligned integral pintles 40, 42 projecting therefrom. The 
pintles are of circular cross-section so as to be freely piv 
otally received in the bearings 24, 26. It will be under 
stood that the latter are rolled about the pintles in form 
ing the assembly. 

In use, the gripping member is freely pivotal in its bear 
ing supports. When it is desired to clasp elements such as 
the tie sections 44, 46 on a shirt front 48, the gripping 
member 14 is pivoted from the position shown in FIG 
URE 2 to that shown in FIGURE 3 so as to provide a 
wide entry mouth for the shirt and tie, as shown at 50. 
The clasp is then slid over the tie and shirt as shown and 
the engagement of the latter elements with the gripping 
member pivots the same to the position shown in FIG 
URE 4. The pressure acting on the gripping member 14 
is self-balanced and therefore the shirt and tie are gripped 
at both ends of the clasp, thereby obviating tilting or slid 
ing of the tie clasp when in position. 

In view of the foregoing, it will be seen that upon retrac 
tion of the clasp, the gripping face 32 will ?rst be released 
so the other gripping face 34 can swing out to free the 
tie and shirt for removal. 
Thus it is believed that we have provided an improved 

clasp for neckties and the like which ful?lls the objects 
hereinbefore enumerated. 
As this invention may be embodied in several forms 

without departing from the spirit or essential character 
istics thereof, the present embodiment is therefore illus 
trative and not restrictive, since the scope of the invention 
is de?ned by the appended claims rather than by the de 
scription preceding them, and all changes that fall within 
the metes and bounds of the claims or that form their 
functional as well as conjointly cooperative equivalents, 
are therefore intended to be embraced by these claims. 
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We claim: 
1. A clasp comprising a generally U-shaped member 

having ?rst and second legs joined by a bight portion, 
said ?rst leg being substantially shorter than said second 
leg, a resilient gripping member freely pivotally carried by 
said ?rst leg at its free end, said gripping member having 
a pair of arms joined at an oblique angle and terminating 
in a pair of spaced gripping faces opposing said second 
leg, said gripping faces each including a terminal lip ex 
tending angularly with respect to its respective arm and 
away from said second leg, and the pivotal axis for said 
gripping member being located at the joint between said 
arms, said ?rst leg having a cut-out of a size to relieve 
and accommodate the arms adjacent thereto. 

2. A clasp according to claim 1 wherein said free end 
of said ?rst leg is formed into a pair of aligned pivot 

4 
bearings, and said gripping member has a pair of pintles 
integrally extending therefrom and engaged in said pivot 
bearings. > 
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