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This invention relates to a slip-in closure for cans, and 
more particularly to such a closure for tab-opening beer 
cans, which closure also can serve as a cigarette holder, 
thus converting the empty discarded can into a smoker’s 
receptacle. 
The metal containers or cans, of the type commonly 

used for canned beer which have a tab opening on their 
upper surface, forming an integral part of the can, are 
well known. Such cans are usually discarded after their 
original contents have been consumed, and discarded 
cans of this character which have no apparent value or 
usefulness are usually disposed of with other rubbish. 

Furthermore, when the tab is removed for access to 
the contents of such cans, such tab is deformed so that it 
cannot be easily or conveniently replaced as a cover or 
to keep out cigarette ashes or dust from the interior of the 
can, for example if the beer in the can is not immediately 
Consumed. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide a closure for self-opening tab type beer cans 
which closure can conveniently be slipped into place into 
the opening left when the tab is removed. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a slip 

in closure for a tab opening container which can serve as 
a cigarette holder after the contents of the can are emptied, 
thus converting the can into a smoker’s receptacle. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a slip 

in closure of the type described, which has surfaces there 
on capable of having advertising material applied there 
to. Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
beer can closure which is capable of supporting a cig 
arette so that the ashes thereof drop directly through the 
opening remaining in a tab opening beer can after the 
tab has been removed, and which closure can be adjusted 
to close said opening to prevent smoke >from the ashes 
from within the can from issuing outwardly therefrom. 
A further object of the invention is to provide an inex 

pensive unit for converting a discarded beer container 
into a disposable refuse depository and which will also 
form an advertising medium. 
To these ends and in accordance with one feature of 

the invention, a plate of generally triangular shape, which 
forms the covering portion, is orthogonally fastened to 
a handle member, the handle member having a valley 
shaped surface capable of holding a cigarette parallel to 
the longitudinal axis thereof. The entire closure member 
may be slipped into the beer can opening and positioned 
so that it can be pivoted on the junction between the 
closing portion and the handle portion, the surface of the 
can forming a pivot support at the narrowest part of the 
can opening. The surface of the handle portion may be 
provided with advertising material. 

Further objects, advantages and features of this in 
vention will be apparent from, and will be mentioned in, 
the following description in conjunction with the em 
bodiment of a slip-in closure for cans according to the 
invention, illustrated by way of example only on the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is an exploded view of a typical can top and the 

novel closure member according to the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a plan view of the assembled can and closure 

member, the latter being shown in solid lines in closed 
position and in phantom lines in the cigarette-holding 
position; 
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FIG. 3 is a cross section taken along the line 3_3 
of FIG. 2, showing a cigarette in phantom lines resting 
on the holder; 
FIG. 4 is a bottom view of the can top and closurel 

member as viewed from inside the can, taken along the 
4line 4_4 of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along the line 5_5 
of FIG. 3, showing an embodiment wherein the fasten 
ing means are a rivet having bent lugs for fastening 
the underneath closure plate portion to the cigarette 
holder handle portion; and 
FIG. 6 is -a view somewhat similar to that of FIG. 

5, but of another embodiment wherein the fastening 
means are a spot weld. 
The same reference characters are used to designate 

the same or functionally similar parts throughout the 
various figures. 

In FIG. 1 the numeral 10 designates the metal con 
tainer from which the tab (not shown) has been removed 
to expose the opening 12, here of a generally keyhole 
shape with a centrally located smaller opening end 14. 
Cans of this type are usually constructed with raised ridges 
16, 16 extending along each side of the keyhole shaped 
opening 12 which serve to reinforce the can top at the 
sides of the opening. 
The novel slip-in closure and cigarette-holder member 

according to the present invention is designated generally 
by the numeral 20, and comprises a generally triangular 
shaped closure plate portion 22 and a handle portion 24. 
The two portions 22 and 24 are fastened together at 26 
nonrotatably in mutually orthogonal directions, i.e. the 
central axis of portion 2.4 extends generally at an angle to 
the central axis of portion 22 but lies in a plane spaced 
above the plane of portion 22, so that the two axes do 
not intersect each other. This construction defines a nar 
row space at each side of the pivot point at 26 into which 
the can top 28 can fit, as best seen in FIGS. 3, 5 and 6. 

j In addition to the raised ridges 16, 16, 4the can top 28, 
for reinforcing purposes, is usually constructed with a 
depressed area 30, defining a major portion of a circle. 
The depressed area 30 deñnes terminal ends 32 thereof 
and conveniently serves to press against the upper sur 
face of plate 22 for a tighter fit than if the cover 28 all 
lay in a single plane. The ends 32 also serve as temporary 
barriers on each side of the triangular plate 22 when the 
latter is in the position underlying the opening 12, as 
shown in dotted lines in FIG. 2. 
The generally triangular cover member 22 is of a width 

which adequately spans the widest point of the opening 
12, and yet is not so wide that it would give n'se -to diñi 
culty to prevent its easy positioning into the slot 12 and 
turning it until the pivot 26 rests within the opening 14. 
The handle member 24 preferably is made with a central 
valley or trough 34 located between two hills 36 of 
gradually diminishing height tapering downwardly toward 
the center point 26. The respective lateral surfaces 38, 38 
of the hill .portions 36 are ñat and sloping, and each de 
ñnes a notch 40 engageable with the upper rim 42 of the 
can 10 for guidance and support of the handle 24, and 
thus of the entire closure member 20. The hat sloping 
surface 38, on each side of the notch 40, as well as the 
inwardly sloping surfaces from the hills 36 to the valley 
34 provide surfaces to which advertising material can be 
applied. 
As best seen in FIGS. 3, 5 and 6, the junction between 

the members 22 and 24 includes a formed cup or button 
44 in at least the plate member 22. The cup or button 44 
extends upwardly and ñts snugly into the circular portion 
14 of the can opening 12, thus deíining a convenient pivot 
for the entire closure member 20 when the latter is slipped 
into position. Of course, a cup or lbutton can also be 
located in addition on the lowermost portion of the 
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inward end 26 of member 24, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 6, 
so that either or both of the closure portions 22 or 24 
may contain the button means which ñts snugly into the 
pivot hole 14.  
The cigarette, shown in phantom lines at 50 in FIG. 3, 

rests in the valley 34, extending over the junction or 
pivot point 26, so that the cigarette ash can drop down 
through the opening 12 When the handle portion is in the 
position 24a as shown in FIG. 3 and in phantom lines in 
FIG. 2. 
The fastening means 26 which are employed to join 

the 4members 22 and 24, While including a formed pivot 
button 44, may have a rivet With bent lugs 54, 56, as 
shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, or instead may have a spot-Weld 
58 as shown in FIG. 6. 
The novel closure member 20 according to the inven 

tion is inserted into the opened can 10 as follows. Handle 
24 is held so that the axis of the generally triangular 
member 22 is substantially vertical. The handle 24 is then 
maneuvered until the lip or ñange 60 of the pivot rests 
above the can cover 28 at 14, While the plate is moved 
through the opening 12 into a horizontal position Ibelovv 
the cover 28 and the button 44 extends through the hole 
portion 14. The notches 40 then are placed in position 
over the can rim 42. 
To open the closure, the handle 24 is rotated about 

the pivot hole 14 from the position 24 shown in solid 
lines'in FIG. 2 to the position 24a shown in phantom 
lines, during which the closure plate 22 will be rotated 
90 degrees to the position 22a, thus leaving the opening 
1_2 free to receive cigarette ashes therethrough and the 
trough 34 in position to serve as a cigarette holder. 

Certain modifications can be added to the foregoing, 
for example instead of the lugs 54, 56, a hole with pe 
ripheral serrations may be punched into each of the 
members 22 and 24 at the junction point 26 and a rivet 
inserted, the serrations serving to prevent the members 22 
and 24 from rotating relative to each other. 

It will be obvious to those skilled in the art upon a 
study of this disclosure, that this invention permits of 
various modifications and alterations with respect to the 
individual components and arrangements disclosed, and 
hence can be embodied in apparatus and devices other 
than as particularly illustrated and described herein, With 
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out departing from the essential features of the invention 
and Within the spirit and scope of the claims annexed 
hereto. 

I claim: 
1. A slip-in closure device for the tops of tab-opening 

type cans, comprising a closure portion and a handle 
portion non-rotatably joined to each other to define a 
junction therebetween, and means deñning a space adja 
cent said junction for receiving a part of the can top so 
that the device is supported on the latter. i ‘ 

2. A closure device according to claim 1, said closure. 
portion and said handle portion each deñning respective 
central axes lying in different planes. ' 

3. A closure device according to claim 1, said Vclosure 
portion and said handle portion having respective longi 
tudinal axes disposed substantially at right angles to each 
other. 

4. A closure device according to claim 1, said handle 
portion beingprovided with a longitudinal Valley portion 
vcapable of holding a cigarette. 

5. A closure device according to claim 1, including 
fastening means at said junction,V said fastening means 
including pivot button means formed in at least one of 
said portions. 

6. A closure member according to claim 1, said handle 
' portion having lateral notches engageable with an upper 
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edge of the can for guidance of the handle member. 
7. A closure devicev according to claim 5, said fasten- ` 

ing means comprising a weld. 
8. A closure device according to claim 5, said fasten 

ing means comprising a rivet extending through said pivot 
button means. 
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