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3,364,365 ‘ ' 

PULSE AMPLITUDE TO TIME CONVERSIONv 
‘CIRCUIT 

Robert E. Eisenhauer, Alexandria, Va., assignor to The 
United States of America as represented by the Secre 
tary of the Navy 

Filed June 29, 1965, Ser. No. 468,174 
13 Claims. (Cl. 307--261) 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
An improved pulse amplitude-to-time conversion cir 

cuit of high reliability utilizing a diode coupled in parallel 
with the base-emitter junction of a transistor wherein the 
impedance of the diode is greater than the base to emitter 
impedance of the transistor. The paralleling of the base 
emitter circuit of the transistor with the diode of high 
impedance relative to the impedance of the base-emitter 
junction of the transistor and the coupling of a storage 
capacitor between the diode and the base of the transistor 
allows the output pulse width of the circuit to be inde 
pendent of the input pulse width and enables the output 
pulse width to be directly proportional only to the ampli 
tude of the input pulse. 

The invention described herein may be manufactured 
and used by or for the Government of the United States 
of America for governmental purposes without the pay 
ment of any royalties thereon or therefor. 

This invention relates to an improved electrical circuit 
for converting pulse amplitude to pulse width and in par 
ticular to a pulse amplitude-to-time conversion circuit 
wherein the output pulse has a time duration which is lin 
early proportional to the amplitude of the input pulse 
and independent of the time duration of the input pulse. 

In certain signal processing applications it is more de 
sirable to process time-varying functions rather than am 
plitude-varying functions since the time-varying functions 
can be measured with much greater accuracy. Time-vary 
ing signals are less susceptible to disturbances such as 
noise which easily aitect amplitude varying signals. Dis 
tu‘rbances of amplitude-varying signals have been preva 
lent in certain satellite telemetry applications. Hence, it 
has been found necessary to rely upon the accuracy of 
time-varying ‘signals. In these satellite telemetry opera 
tions, a circuit is required for accurately converting am 
plitudewarying pulses to time-varying pulses which is in~ 
expensive, simple, reliable and utilizes a minimum of com 
ponents. 
The present invention provides a new and improved 

pulse amplitude-to-time conversion circuit of the highest 
reliability which employs a minimum of inexpensive com 
ponents and which has all the advantages of similarly em 
ployed converters while operating in a more reliable man 
'her. To attain this the invention provides a circuit for con 
verting the amplitude of an input pulse into a pulse whose 
time duration is linearly proportional to the amplitude of 
the'input pulse and independent of the time duration of 
the input pulse. The circuit utilizes a minimum number of 
components. Only two transistors, one diode, two capaci 
tors and ?ve resistors are employed. 
' An object of the present invention is to provide a new 
and improved pulse amplitude-to-time conversion circuit. 
Another object is to provide a circuit for converting an 

amplitude input pulse to a time duration pulse which is 
particularly suitable for satellite telemetry applications. 
A further object is the provision of a pulse amplitude 

to-time conversion circuit which is inexpensive, simple, 
reliable and which utilizes a minimum of components. 
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Other objects and many of the attendant advantages of 

this invention will be readily appreciated as the same be 
comes better understood by reference to the following de 
tailed description when considered in connection with the 
accompanying drawings in which like references numerals 
designate like parts throughout the ?gures thereof and 
wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of the pulse amplitude 

to-time conversion circuit of this invention; and ' 
‘FIG. 2 illustrates a series of waveform diagrams (a) 

through (0) obtained by the circuit of this invention. 
Referring now to the drawings there is shown in FIG. 

1 a circuit for converting the amplitude of a pulse re 
ceived at input 11 to a time duration pulse which is linear 
ly proportional to the amplitude of the input pulse 
and which is independent of the width of input pulse. The 
input pulse is passed through a coupling capacitor 12 
which is directly connected to input 11. A diode 14 has 
its cathode coupled to the input through capacitor 12 
and ‘its anode connected to the base of N'PN transistor 
15. A direct connection between the cathode of diode 14 
and the emitter of transistor 15 is provided by a line 16. 
A biasing resistor 13 is connected from a point common 
to the emitter of transistor 15, capacitor 12 and the cath 
ode of diode 14 to ground. A storage capacitor 17 is con 
nected between the base of transistor 15 and ground, 
while a biasing resistor 18 is connected between the base 
of transistor 15 and a voltage source 25. Transistor 15 
has its collector connected to voltage source 25 through 
load resistor 19 and to the base of PNP transistor 21 
through biasing resistor 22. Transistor 21 has its emitter 
directly connected to voltage source 25 and has its col 
lector coupled to ground through load resistor 24. An out 
put 23.is provided across resistor 24 at the collector of 
transistor 21. '1 

In operation, the circuit is biased so that transistor 15 
is normally conducting. The conduction may be either 
vfull or partial depending on the sensitivity desired. In 
order to bias transistor 15 into conduction the impedance 
of diode 14 must be greater ‘than the base to emitter im 
pedance of transistor 15, and bias resistors 13 and 18 
must be chosen to insure that transistor 15 has su?i‘cient 
base drive under all conditions of operation. Silicon-type 
diodes have been found suitable for this purpose. The 
paralleling of the base~emitter circuit of transistor 15 
with the selected diode 14 allows the output pulse to be 
independent of input pulse width. Resistors 22 and 24 are 
selected so that transistor 21 saturates when driven by the 
collector of transistor 15 when transistor 15 is biased ON. 
With the circuit biased as discussed above, transistors 

15 and 21 operateas switches and are normally satu 
rated while diode 14 conducts in the forward direction. An 
input pulse going negative from a ground reference causes 
diode 14 to increase conduction in the forward direc 
tion so that the voltage stored on capacitor 17 drops to 
the voltage of the input pulse. As diode 14 is driven fur 
ther into conduction, transistor 15 remains in conduction 
since the emitter of transistor 15 is connected to the 
cathode of diode 14. When there is no longer an input 
pulse, that is, when the input pulse returns to ground, 
diode 14 becomes reverse biased due to ‘the charge on 
capacitor 17 which is proportional to the negative volt 
age amplitude of the input pulse. Transistor 15 is thereby 
switched off due to the stored charge on capacitor 17 and 
its collector voltage rises'so that transistor 21 is also 
switched off. The signal at output 23 is normally at the 
voltage level of source 25 and drops to ground level when 
transistor 21 turns off, thereby producing a negative 
going pulse. The output signal remains at approximately 
ground level until transistor 15 is returned to its satu 
rated condition. Saturation occurs as capacitor 17 at 
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tempts to charge exponentially through resistor 18 to 
ward the voltage of source 25. As the voltage rises to a 
point slightly above ground (approximately 0.5 volt), 
transistor 15 is saturated and the voltage of capacitor 17 
is clamped to the value of base-emitter voltage drop of 
transistor 15 plus the voltage drop across resistor 13. 
When transistor 15 is returned to its saturated condition, 
transistor 21 is also saturated so that the voltage at output 
23 rises to the voltage of source 25 less the collector 
emitter voltage drop of transistor 21. As is evident from 
the above description, the pulse at output 23 remains at 
ground as long as storage capacitor 17 is charging from 
a negative value, approximately equal to the amplitude 
of the input pulse, to the clamping voltage. As is seen 
from an analysis of FIG. 2(b) this time interval in 
creases with increasing amplitudes of the input signal 
shown in FIG. 2(a). It is also seen that the time dura 
tion is independent of the pulse width of the input sig 
nal and that the output pulse amplitude is always ap 
proximately equal to +V. Furthermore, the pulse Width 
is dependent upon the value of the time constant of the 
RC network comprising storage capacitor 17 and charg 
ing resistor 18. Hence, either capacitor 17 or resistor 18 
can be chosen to give a particular pulse width for a given 
amplitude. 

FIG. 2(a) illustrates a pair of typical input pulses 31 
(solid) and 32 (dotted) beginning at a time to wherein 
pulse 31 has an amplitude of —V1 and pulse 32 has an 
amplitude of ——V2 with a greater pulse width than pulse 
31. The variation of the charge stored by capacitor 17 
when pulses 31 and 32 are applied to the circuit is illus 
trated in FIG. 2(b) wherein waveform CV1 (solid) cor 
responds to the voltage variation due to pulse 31 While 
waveform CV2 (dotted) corresponds to the voltage varia 
tion due to pulse 32. Since transistor 15 is normally 
saturated (before time to), the capacitor voltage in the 
absence of an input pulse is normally at the clamping 
voltage. The waveform obtained at output 23 is illus 
trated in FIG. 2(a) with pulse Pvl (solid) indicating the 
output obtained when pulse 31 is applied and pulse PV2 
indicating the output pulse obtained when pulse 32 is 
applied to_ the circuit. 

It is evident from FIG. 2(b) that the voltage on 
capacitor 17 reaches the voltage of the input pulse. When 
the input pulse 31 returns to its reference level (ground) 
at a time t1, capacitor 17 begins to charge exponentially 
toward +V, which is the voltage of source 25, but is 
clamped at the clamping voltage at a time t1’ as shown 
by waveform CV1. The time interval between t1 and t1’ 
de?nes the time duration or pulse width of output pulse 
Pvl. The portion of the exponential curve between t1 
and t1’ is linear so that the width of the output pulse 
Pvl is linearly proportional to the amplitude of pulse 
31. Similarly when a pulse 32 of greater amplitude -V2 
is applied, the voltage of capacitor 17 decreases to a 
voltage ~V2 as illustrated by waveform CV2 of FIG. 
2(b), remains at that level as long as the input pulse 
32 is at »-V2, and then begins to charge exponentially 
toward the voltage of source 25 at a time t2. The voltage 
is clamped at a time t2’ so that the interval between t2 
and t2’ de?nes the width of output pulse PV2. Output 
pulse PW is wider than output pulse Pvl since a longer 
time is required for the capacitor to charge from —-V2 
to the clamping voltage than from —V1 to the same 
clamping voltage. The output pulse width is completely 
independent of input pulse width since the controlling 
parameter is the voltage amplitude stored on capacitor 
17 as indicated by FIG. 2(b). 
As is evident from the timing diagrams of FIG. 2, a 

time delay occurs between the leading edge of the input 
pulse and the leading edge of the output pulse. This 
time delay may be measured to provide an indication 
of the pulse width of the input pulse if desired. 

In the circuit of FIG. 1, resistors 22 and 24 together 
with switching ‘PNP transistor 21 comprise an output 
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4 
stage for inverting the pulse at the collector of transistor 
15 so that the pulse at output 23 is of the same polarity 
as the pulse at input 11. As the negative input pulse 
returns from a negative voltage to ground the collector 
output of transistor 15 changes from some positive volt 
age (determined by the bias of transistor 15) and rises 
to the value of source 25, while the output of transistor 
21 changes from a voltage near the source voltage to 
ground. In addition to the inversion function, the out 
put stage also performs a pulse shaping function by 
sharpening the pulse output from the collector of tran 
sistor 15. Where pulse shaping and inversion are not 
required, further minimization of the number of com 
ponents is possible by deleting the output stage comprising 
PNP transistor 21, resistor 22 and resistor 24. The output 
of the circuit is then taken from the collector of tran 
sistor 15. 

Throughout this description reference has been made 
to transistor saturation with respect to transistor 15. How 
ever it should be understood that complete saturation 
is not a requirement and transistor 15 need not operate 
as a switch. The circuit may be designed to operate 
with varying degrees of partial saturation depending up 
on the ‘desired sensitivity. The desired degree of satura 
tion is readily attained by properly changing the value 
of the biasing resistors in accordance with conventional 
design methods. 

In summary, this invention provides an improved cir 
cuit for converting an input pulse amplitude to a pulse 
having a time duration which is linearly proportional to 
the input pulse amplitude and completely independent of 
the input pulse width. The circuit is inexpensive, reliable, 
utilizes a minimum of components, and is especially suit 
able for satellite telemetry applications. It should be ob 
vious to those skilled in the art that this invention also 
contemplates the substitution of PNP transistors where 
NPN transistors have been described and the substitution 
of NPN transistors where PNP transistors have been de 
scribed. When this is done it is also clear that the polarity 
of the voltages must be reversed as well as the polarity 
of the coupling of the diode 14. 

Obviously many modi?cations and variations of the 
present invention are possible in the light of the above 
teachings. It is therefore to be understood that within the 
scope of the appended claims the invention may be prac 
ticed otherwise than as speci?cally described. 
What is claimed and desired to be secured by Letters 

Patent of the United States is: 
1. An electrical circuit comprising: 
input means for receiving a pulse, 
a transistor having a ?rst, second and third electrode, 

wherein said ?rst electrode is coupled to said input 
means and said third electrode is the output of said 
circuit, 

storage means coupled to said second electrode, 
means for charging said storage means, 
a unidirectional current device having its cathode cou 

pled to said ?rst electrode and its anode coupled to 
said second electrode, and 

means for biasing said ?rst, second and third transistor 
electrodes so that said transistor is normally con 
ducting. 

2. The electrical circuit set forth in claim 1 wherein 
said transistor is an NPN transistor and wherein said ?rst 
electrode is the emitter, said second electrode is the base 
and said third electrode is the collector of said transistor. 

3. The electrical circuit of claim 2 wherein said uni 
directional device is poled to allow positive current ?ow 
from said storage means to said input means. 

4. The electrical circuit of claim 3 wherein said biasing 
means includes a ?rst resistor coupled to the cathode of 
said diode and a second resistor coupled to said anode of 
said diode. 

5. The electrical circuit of claim 4 including a load 
resistor coupled to the collector of said transistor and 
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wherein said biasing means further includes a voltage 
source electrically coupled to the basc and collector of 
said transistor through said second resistor and said load 
resistor, respectively. 

6. An electrical circuit for converting an input pulse 
of a given amplitude to an output pulse having a time 
duration proportional to the amplitude of said input pulse 
comprising: 
input means, 
a transistor having a base, emitter and collector where~ 

in said emitter is coupled to said input means, 
‘unidirectional current means with its anode coupled 
to said base and its cathode coupled to said emitter, 

storage means coupled to said base and responsive to 
said input pulse amplitude, and 

means for biasing said emitter, base and collector of 
said transistor so that said transistor is normally 
conducting. 

7. An electrical circuit as set forth in claim 6 wherein 
said unidirectional means is a diode poled with its anode 
‘coupled to said base and its cathode coupled to said 
emitter. 

3. An electrical circuit as set forth in claim 7 where 
in the impedance of said diode is greater than the im 
pedance from base to emitter of said transistor. 

9. An electrical circuit comprising: 
input means for receiving a pulse having a given am 

plitude; 
a ?rst transistor having a base, emitter and collector, 
storage means coupled to the base of said ?rst tran 

sistor, 
a diode having its cathode coupled to said input means 

and to the emitter of said ?rst transistor and its 
anode coupled to the base of said ?rst transistor, 

a second transistor having a base, emitter and collec 
tor, said base being coupled to the collector of said 
?rst transistor, and 
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biasing means coupled to the base, emitter and collec 
tor of said ?rst transistor and to the base, emitter 
and collector of said second transistor, said biasing 
means including means for charging said storage 
means, 

‘whereby an output voltage pulse is developed at the 
collector of said second transistor having a time 
duration which is linearly proportional to the am 
plitude of said pulse received by said input means. 

It}. The electrical circuit of claim 9 wherein the im 
pedance of said diode is greater than the base-emit 
ter impedance of said ?rst transistor. 

11. The electrical circuit of claim 9 wherein said ?rst 
transistor is an NPN transistor and said second transistor 
is a PNP transistor. 

12. The electrical circuit of claim 10 wherein said ?rst 
transistor is an NPN transistor and said. second transistor 
is a PNP transistor. 

13. The electrical circuit of claim 12 wherein said 
biasing means comprises: 

a bias voltage source coupled to the 
PNP transistor, 

a ?rst resistor coupled between said 
and the base of said ?rst transistor, 

a second resistor coupled between said cathode of said 
diode and ground, and 

a third resistor coupling the collector of said ?rst 
transistor to the base of said second transistor. 

emitter of said 

bias voltage source 
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