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ABSTRACT 0F THE DTSCLGSURE 
A mascara applicator comprising a supply of mascara 

in a reservoir and a grooved applicator rod which pro 
vides a combing action as mascara in the grooves is 
applied to the eyelashes of the user. The rod is inserted 
into the supply of mascara and withdrawn therefrom 
through a central aperture in a stripping member formed 
of yieldable material. All of that portion of the rod, both 
grooved and ungrooved, which passes through the aper 
ture is of uniform diameter so that the ungrooved por 
tion is stripped clean and a metered amount of mascara 
is permitted to remain in the grooves as the rod is with 
drawn from the supply of mascara. 

This application is a continuation of my application 
Ser. No. 133,539 ?led July 14, 1961, which in turn, was 
a continuation of my application Ser. No. 561,112 filed 
Jan. 24, 1956, both earlier applications presently being 
abandoned. 
The present‘ invention relates to a novel and particu 

larly useful device for applying coloring and similar treat 
ment matter such as mascara, in pasty, semi-pasty or 
nearly liquid condition to eyelashes. 

It is one of the objects of the present invent-ion to pro 
vide a dispenser for mascara which comprises a con~ 
venient rod-shaped mascara applicator, which is easy to 
manufacture, simple to handle and manipulate, and which 
has many other desirable advantages. 

It is another object of the invention to provide means 
affording ready collection and discharge of mascara or 
like treatment substance substantially Without any waste, 
smear or similar loss during application and use. 

Conventional mascara applicators such as brushes, 
sticks or the like, have the disadvantage that they do not 
apply the mascara properly and uniformly and they also 
tend to cause more or less soiling of the hands or cloth 
ing as they always require a transfer of the mascara from 
the supply to an auxiliary support and from the support 
to the lashes. This intermediate support, which may take 
the form of a piece of blotting paper, will take up or 
absorb a considerable quantity of the preparation, which 
remains unused and is wasted. Moreover, the eyelashes 
receive a quantity of the preparation which is not metered 
and which may show a heady or cloddy formation or 
other irregularities when applied to the lashes. 
The present invention avoids these and other disad 

vantages and inconveniences and provides means afford 
ing ?rst of all the important advantage that the usual trans 
fer of mascara to and from an auxiliary or intermediate 
carrier is avoided, thus reducing to a minimum any waste 
of the preparation, While at the same time presenting a 
predetermined metered dosage or quantity of the prepara 
tion which is available for direct application to the eye 
lashes. Additionally, the applicator rod is circumferen 
tially grooved so that it produces a combing effect, which 
causes the eyelashes to be evenly, uniformly and cleanly 
treated. 

In accordance with the invention and more speci?cally 
the applicator rod is provided with preshaped and pre 
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arranged recesses extending transversely with respect to 
the longitudinal axis thereof and these recesses may be 
in the form of grooves, notches or like depressions. The 
reservoir or container for the preparation has at the out 
let thereof or at a certain distance from the same wiper 
means which cooperates with the applicator rod and which 
is, for instance, in the form of a perforated or apertured 
disc of yieldable material with a central aperture corre 
sponding to the outer diameter of the applicator rod. 
In this case, the walls of the aperture cooperate with the 
rod to remove or strip excess mascara therefrom. 

Thus, any excess of mascara will be retained within the 
reservoir because it will be removed from or stripped off 
the applicator rod during its Withdrawal through the 
wiper device so that the rod will carry only a limited and 
metered quantity of the material in accordance with the 
volumetric capacity of the ?lling space provided by the 
circumferential grooves which may be so chosen in their 
dimensions (depth and width) that a desired precisely 
determined or dosed quantity of said preparation adheres 
to the applicator, being lodged in the grooves, while no 
preparation adheres to the remainder of the applicator 
rod, which remains bare and clean, the mascara having 
been stripped off by the wiper device. 

Thus, it is possible that in accordance with the vol 
umetric capacity which is determined by the width and 
depth of the transverse depressions, the quantity of prep 
aration which is taken up by the applicator rod and 
applied to the eyelashes may be accurately predetermined 
in accordance with the viscosity, cohesion or other prop 
erties of the mascara or other treatment material. 
When the applicator rod is not in use, it is positioned 

in the reservoir which is ?lled with mascara or like treat 
ment matter so that‘ the circumferentially extending 
grooves take up and collect a certain quantity of the 
mascara preparation. If now, for the purpose of use, the 
applicator rod is withdrawn from the reservoir, then the 
applicator has to pass at the outlet of the reservoir or 
some distance from same through the wiper device, which 
may constitute a separate unit and which may be re 
movably inserted in or attached to the reservoir, said 
wiper unit in the simplest case being in the form of an 
appropriately shaped piece or perforated disc formed of 
yieldable material such as cardboard or the like cellu 
losic, plastic or rubber material. 
The applicator therefore will be immediately ready for 

use permitting a complete and direct application of the 
treatment preparation to the eyelashes without causing 
any beady formations and other irregularities. Thus, the. 
mascara or other preparation will be applied easily close 
to the hair roots and may then be shifted and rolled by 
a sliding movement toward the pointed ends of the eye 
lashes. Thus, the individual eyelash hairs slide through 
the preparation retained in the grooves, take up some of 
the mascara therefrom and are simultaneously subjected 
to a corresponding shaping and combing action thus bring 
ing about a desirable shaping and corrective positioning 
of the eyelashes by virtue of the sliding movement and 
rotation of the applicator, which thus also serves as a 
dosage control member. 
An embodiment of the invention will now be described 

with reference to the accompanying drawing, in which 
there is shown schematically one of many possible forms 
which the invention may take. 

Referring to the drawing, there is shown a container 
or reservoir 1, for instance a cylindrical receptacle made 
of glass, metal, plastic or like suitable material and which 
holds therein a supply of mascara (not shown). An 
elongated applicator rod 2 is inserted in the reservoir 1 
from its open upper or outlet end. The applicator rod 2 
is carried by a removable closure cap 3. The closure cap 
3 is provided with a round handle 4. When the reservoir 
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1 is closed by the cap 3, as shown, the lower or free end 
of the applicator rod 2 terminates near the lower or 
closed end of the reservoir 1. The applicator rod 2 is of 
round or other cross-sectional con?guration and its free 
end portion is provided with a series of axially spaced 
circumferential grooves 5 which extend completely around 
the rod 2. 

Spaced inwardly from the open upper or outlet end of 
the container 1 there is disposed a wiper device in the 
form of a disc or plate 6, having a central perforation of 
a diameter which corresponds to the outside diameter of 
the applicator rod 2, so that upon removal of the rod 2, 
it is stripped clean by the wiper device 6 and only the 
circumferential grooves 5 provided at the free end por 
tion of the applicator rod 2 will be evenly ?lled with 
mascara which is retained in the grooves. 
The grooves or recesses 5 are shown uniformly axially 

spaced along the free end portion of the applicator rod 
2 and the walls de?ning such grooves or recesses may 
be perpendicular or oblique with respect to the longi 
tudinal axis of the applicator rod 2. 

Various changes and modi?cations may be made with 
out departing from the spirit and scope of the present in 
vention as de?ned in the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A dispensing applicator for ?uent materials, com 

prising: an elongated reservoir member for holding a 
supply of said material, .said reservoir member being 
open at one end and closed at the other end; a cooperating 
cover member removably engageable with said reservoir 
member for closing said open end; an elongated applica 
tor rod, said rod being carried by said cover member and 
extending into said reservoir member in proximity to said 
closed end when said cover member closes said open end, 
said rod having at least one groove formed therein and 
de?ning a series of axially spaced recesses, said recesses 
‘being contiguous and extending circumferentially around 
said rod for receiving a supply of said material therein, 
the portions of said rod between contiguous recesses being 
shaped to effect a combing action when applied to the 
eyelashes of a user of said applicator; and a wiper device 
comprising a stripping member formed of yieldable ma 
terial, said stripping member being disposed in said res 
ervoir member in proximity to said open end thereof, 
said stripping member having a central aperture formed 
therein through which said rod passes progressively as 
said rod and said cover member are removed from said 
reservoir member, said rod being of substantially uniform 
diameter throughout the entire portion thereof which 
passes through said aperture, the walls of said aperture 
cooperating with the entire circumference of said last 
named portion of said rod to strip all ?uent material 
therefrom which is located outside of said recesses, there 
by leaving a metered predetermined quantity of said 
material retained in said recess for application to said 
eyelashes by said combing action. 

2. An applicator according to claim 1, wherein said por 
tions of said rod between contiguous recesses have a 
radially outwardly pointed cross-sectional con?guration 
viewed in a plane passing through the longitudinal axis 
of said rod. 

3. A dispensing applicator for applying a cosmetic 
agent to eyelashes comprising, in combination, an elon 
gated reservoir member, a supply of said agent contained 
within said reservoir member, said agent having a con 
sistency within the range from pasty to high viscosity, 
said reservoir member being open at one end and closed 
at the other end, a cooperating cover member remov 
ably engageable with said reservoir member for closing 
said open end, an elongated cylindrical applicator rod 
carried by said cover member, said rod extending into said 
reservoir member and terminating near said closed end 
when said open end of said reservoir member is closed 
by said cover member, said rod having at least one groove 
formed therein de?ning a series of axially spaced re 
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4 
cesses, said recesses extending circumferentially around 
said rod for receiving a supply of said agent therein, the 
axial spacing between adjacent recesses being dimensioned 
to provide a combing action when said rod is rotated 
while held horizontally with the portion thereof con 
taining said recesses applied to the lashes of the eye of 
the user, the cross-sectional con?guration of each recess 
being divergent proceeding outwardly from the longi 
tudinal axis of said applicator, and a wiper device com 
prising a stripping member formed of yieldable material, 
said stripipng member being disposed in said reservoir 
member intermediate said open end and said closed end, 
said stripping member having a central aperture formed 
therein through which a portion of said rod and all of said 
recesses pass progressively as said rod, together with 
said cover member are removed from said reservoir 
member, the portion of said rod which passes though 
said aperture being of substantially uniform diameter 
throughout its entire length, the walls of said aperture 
cooperating with said rod to strip substantially all agent 
from the ungrooved portion of said rod and substantially 
all agent outside said recesses, thereby leaving an ac 
curately metered predetermined quantity of said agent 
retained in said recesses. 

4. A dispensing applicator for applying a cosmetic agent 
to eyelashes comprising, in combination, an elongated 
reservoir member, a supply of said agent contained in said 
reservoir member, said agent having a consistency within 
the range from pasty to high viscosity, said reservoir 
member being open at one end and closed at the other 
end, a cooperating cover member removably engageable 
with said reservoir member for closing said open end, an 
elongated cylindrical applicator rod of substantially uni 
form diameter throughout its entire length carried by 
said cover member, said rod extending into said reservoir 
member and terminating near said closed end when said 
open end of said reservoir member is closed by said cover 
member, said rod having a series of axially spaced grooves 
formed thereon intermediate its ends, said grooves extend 
ing circumferentially around said rod for receiving a 
supply of said agent therein, the axial spacing between ad 
jacent grooves being adapted to provide a combing action 
when rotated and held horizontally and applied to the 
lashes of the eye of the user, the depth of each groove be 
ing substantially equal to the maximum width thereof, the 
cross-sectional con?guration of each groove being sub 
stantially symmetrical with respect to a plane passing 
through the bottom of the groove perpendicularly with 
respect to the longitudinal axis of the applicator, and a 
wiper device comprising a stripping member formed of 
yieldable material, said stripping member being disposed 
in said reservoir member intermediate said open end and 
said closed end, said stripping member having a central 
aperture formed therein through which said rod and said 
grooves pass progressively as said rod, together with said 
cover member, are removed from said reservoir member, 
the walls of said aperture cooperating with said rod to 
strip substantially all agent from the ungrooved portion of 
said rod and substantially all agent outside said grooves, 
thereby leaving an accurately metered predetermined 
quantity of said agent retained in said grooves. 

5. A dispensing applicator for applying a cosmetic agent 
to eyelashes comprising, in combination, an elongated res 
ervoir member, a supply of said agent contained within 
said reservoir member, said agent having a consistency 
within the range from pasty to high viscosity, said res 
ervoir member being open at one end and closed at the 
other end, a cooperating cover member removably en 
gageable with said reservoir member for closing said open 
end, an elongated cylindrical applicator rod of substan 
tially uniform diameter throughout its entire length car 
ried by said cover member, said rod extending into said 
reservoir member and terminating near said closed end 
when said open end of said reservoir member is closed by 
said cover member, said rod having a series of axially 
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spaced grooves formed thereon intermediate its ends, said 
grooves extending circumferentially around said rod re 
ceiving a supply of said material therein, the axial spacing 
between adjacent grooves being adapted to provide a 
combing action when rotated and held horizontally and 
applied to the lashes of the eye of the user, the depth 
of each groove being substantially equal to the maximum 
width thereof, the cross-sectional con?guration of each 
groove being divergent proceeding outwardly from the 
longitudinal axis of said applicator, and a wiper device 
comprising a stripping member formed of yieldable ma 
terial, said stripping member being disposed in said res 
ervoir member intermediate said open end and said 
closed end, said stripping member having a central aper 
ture formed therein through which said rod and said 
grooves pass progressively as said rod, together with said 
cover member, are removed from said reservoir member, 
the walls of said aperture cooperating with said rod to 
strip substantially all agent from the ungrooved portion of 
said rod and substantially all agent outside said grooves, 
thereby leaving an accurately metered predetermined 
quantity of said agent retained in said grooves. 

6. A dispensing applicator for applying pasty to high 
viscosity agent to eyelashes comprising, in combination, 
an elongated reservoir member for holding a supply of 
said agent, said reservoir member being open at one end 
and closed at the other end, a cooperating cover member 
removably engageable with said reservoir member for 
closing said open end, an elongated cylindrical applicator 
rod of substantially uniform diameter throughout its en 
tire length carried by said cover member, said rod extend 
ing into said reservoir member and terminating near said 
closed end when said open end of said reservoir member 
is closed by said cover member, said rod having a series 
of axially spaced grooves formed thereon intermediate its 
ends, said grooves extending circumferentially around said 
rod for receiving a supply of said material therein, the 
axial spacing between adjacent grooves corresponding to 
the lateral spacing between adjacent grooves being adapted 
to provide a combing action when rotated and held hori 
zontally and applied to the lashes of the eye of the user, 
the depth of each groove being substantially equal to the 
maximum width thereof, the cross-sectional con?guration 
of each groove being divergent proceeding outwardly from 
the longitudinal axis of said applicator, and a wiper device 
comprising a stripping member formed of yieldable ma 
terial, said stripping member being disposed in said res 
ervoir member intermediate said open end and said closed 
end, said stripping member having a central aperture 
formed therein through which said rod and said grooves 
pass progressively as said rod, together with said cover 
member, are moved from said reservoir member, the 
walls of said aperture cooperating with said rod to strip 
substantially all agent from the ungrooved portion of 
said rod and substantially all agent outside of said grooves, 
thereby leaving an accurately metered predetermined 
quantity of said agent retained in said grooves. 

7. A dispensing applicator for ?uent cosmetic mate 
rials, comprising: an elongated reservoir for holding a 
supply of said material, said reservoir being open at one 
end and closed at the other end; a cooperating cover re 
movably engageable with said reservoir for closing said 
open end; an elongated applicator rod, said rod being car 
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6 
ried by said cover and extending into said reservoir in 
proximity to said closed end when said cover closes said 
open end, said rod having a plurality of substantially cir 
cumferential grooves formed thereon de?ning a series of 
axially spaced recesses for receiving a supply of said ma 
zerial therein, the portions of said rod between contiguous 
recesses being shaped to elfect a combing action when 
applied to the eyelashes of a user of said applicator; and 
a stripping member formed of yieldable material, said 
stripping member being disposed in said reservoir in prox 
imity to said open end thereof, said stripping member hav 
ing a central aperture formed therein through which said 
rod passes progressively as said rod and said cover are 
removed from said reservoir, said rod being of substan 
tially uniform diameter throughout the entire portion 
thereof which passes through said aperture, said aperture 
cooperating with the outer surface of said last-named 
portion of said rod to strip substantially all ?uent mate 
rial therefrom which is located outside of said recesses, 
thereby leaving a metered predetermined quantity of said 
material retained in said recesses for application to said 
eyelashes by said combing action. 

8. A dispensing applicator for applying a viscous cos 
metic agent to eyelashes comprising, in combination: an 
elongated reservoir; a supply of said agent contained 
within said reservoir, said reservoir being open at one 
end and closed at the other end; a cooperating cover re 
movably engageable with said reservoir for closing said 
open end; an elongated applicator rod carried by said 
cover, said rod extending into said reservoir and termi 
nating near said closed end when said open end of said 
reservoir is closed by said cover, said rod having at 
least one groove formed therein de?ning a series of axial— 
ly spaced recesses, said recesses extending peripherally 
around said rod for receiving a supply of said agent 
therein, the axial spacing between adjacent recesses being 
dimensioned to provide a combing action when rotated 
and held horizontally with the grooved portion of said 
rod applied to the lashes of the eye of the user; and a 
wiper device comprising a stripping member formed of 
yieldable material, said stripping member being disposed 
in said reservoir near said open end, said stripping mem 
ber having a central aperture formed therein through 
which a portion of said rod and said recesses pass pro 
gressively as said rod, together with said cover are re 
moved from said reservoir, the portion of said rod which 
passes through said aperture being of substantially uni 
form cross-sectional dimension throughout its entire 
length, the walls of said aperture cooperating with said 
portion of said rod to strip substantially all agent from 
it except that in said recess, thereby leaving an accu 
rately metered predetermined quantity of said ‘agent re 
tained in said recesses. 
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