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This invention ‘relates to nestable and stackable con 
tainers and more particularly to a plastic container suit 
able for handling bulk quantities of materials. 

Ice cream in bulk is commonly packaged and sold in 
21/2, 3 and 5 gallon containers known as bulk cans. Spe 
ci?cally, these cans are cardboard with metal rims at top 
and bottom. Generally, the ice cream packaging process 
at the dairy includes placing many bulk cans in a line side 
by side (thereby requiring much space) and passing them 
under an automatic ice cream dispensing machine. The 
cans are then capped and stored until shipped to the 
distributor. 

However, because of their design, the cardboard bulk 
cans cannot be stacked with the bottom of one container 
fully resting on the top of a like container otherwise they 
would be easily jostled and overturned. Consequently, 
they must be stored in pyramid fashion, thereby requiring 
added space. In the ice cream parlor, the cans are stored 
on top of each other in the counter freezers. However, 
when a store clerk attempts to scoop a portion of the hard 
ice cream from the can, the cardboard bulk cans have a 
tendency to slip and revolve due to the coating of ice 
which forms on their smooth top and bottom surfaces. 
Also, to identify the ?avor container therein, one must 
move the cans and search for the identifying label, 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to provide 
a container which avoids the aforementioned di?iculties 
and limitations. 
The present invention provides a plastic container for 

materials in bulk which comprises a side wall, a closed 
bottom integral therewith and a removable top closure 
comprising a snap-?tted lid. Both the lid and the bottom 
of the container have anti-skid external surfaces and the 
anti-skid surface of the lid is adapted to cooperate with 
the anti-skid surface of the bottom of a like container 
thereby allowing the containers to be easily stacked on 
top of each other so that they are substantially secured. 
A further aspect of the present invention includes a con 

tainer wherein the bottom comprises an annular portion 
and a ?ange portion annularly offset from the innermost 
edge of the annular portion, and extending toward the in 
terior of the container. In addition, the lid of the container 
comprises a surface con?guration, corresponding to the 
con?guration of the bottom and adapted to receive the 
bottom of a like container in interlocking assembly when 
the containers are stacked. 
A still further aspect of the invention includes a con 

tainer which is easily nestable within a like container. 
In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a plastic bulk container 

embodying the invention. 
FIG. 2 is an elevational view in section of the con 

tainer of FIG. 1 stacked on top of a like container only 
a portion of which is shown. 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary plan view of the bottom of the 
container of FIG. 1 illustrating the anti-skid surface of 
the container. 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary detail of the anti 
skid surface of FIG. 3. 

FIG. 5 is an elevational view in section of the container 
of FIG, 1 in a like container. 

Referring now to the drawing, as shown in FIG. 1, the 
container 10 has a side wall 12 and an integral bottom 
14. The container 10 is further provided with a removable 
lid 16. On the external surface of the lid 16 is an annular 
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anti-skid surface 17 which allows like containers to be 
?rmly secured when containers are stacked as shown in 
FIG. 2. 

FIG. 2 shows the container 10 positioned or stacked 
on a like container.‘ The integral bottom 14 of the 
container 10 has an annular portion 22 having an 
anti-skid external surface 20 and a ?ange portion 
24 annularly offset from the innermost edge of the 
annular portion 22 extending toward the interior of the 
container 10. The lid 16 of the container 10 is provided 
with a surface con?guration corresponding to that of the 
bottom 14 wherein 17, 19, and 21 of the lid 16 corre 
spond to 20, 22, and 24 of the bottom 14 respectively. 
Thus, the lid 16 is adapted to receive the bottom 14 of a 
like container in interlocking assembly when the con 
tainers are stacked. 
As further shown in FIG. 2, the side wall 12 slopes 

slightly outwardly from the integral bottom 14 to the top 
15. The side wall 12 is also provided at one end thereof 
opposite to the bottom 14 and an outwardly projecting 
peripheral shoulder 28 and a peripheral collar 30 ex 
tending vertically from the shoulder 28. The collar 30 
terminates in a ?ange 32 and extends outwardly and 
downwardly therefrom. The outer diameter a of the 
shoulder 28 is greater than the diameter b of the top 15 
to support a like container nestable therein (FIG. 5) 
wherein the shoulder 28 of one container 10 rests on the 
collar 30 of a like container. Again, the lid 16 is provided 
with a peripheral con?guration wherein 29, 31 and 33 of 
the lid 16 corresponds to 28, 30, and 32 of the container 
wall 12. Thus, the lid 16 is received by the container 10 in 
snap-?tted fashion (FIG. 5) so as to protect the contents 
contained therein from contamination. However, any vari 
ation in lid design which would afford the same protec 
tion would be suitable. 
As shown in FIG. 3, the anti-skid surface of the lid 

16 and of the container bottom 14 comprises a plurality 
of ri?iles 26. The con?guration of each riifle 26 is readily 
demonstrated in FIG, 4. While it is preferred that the 
rif?e 26 have the design as shown, any modi?cation which 
would achieve the same unique anti~skid effects may be 
substituted. ‘ 

While it isv preferred to thermoform the plastic con 
tainer of the invention from polyethylene of either the 
high density or low density type, other thermoplastic res 
ins may be substituted, including polyethylene copoly 
mers, polypropylene, copolymers of ethylene and pro 
pylene, and mixtures of such polyole?ns, polystyrene and 
its modi?cations and other thermoformable plastic ma 
terials. 
The proposed container may vary in design depending 

on its intended purpose. For example the base of the con 
tainer may take any desired con?guration, but in the pre 
ferred form of the invention, the base of the container has 
a slightly smaller diameter than the top in order to im 
part a slight taper to the walls of the container. The ta 
pered walls facilitate the receipt of one container within 
a like container in nesting or telescoping fashion. Also, 
the surface con?guration of the bottom portion of the 
container may vary, including the ri?led anti-skid surface, 
as long as the surface con?guration of the lid is similarly 
adjusted whereby the aforementioned stacking and anti 
revolving features are achieved. 
The plastic bulk container of the invention permits the 

use of much lighter weight material without any sacri?ce 
of container strength. Also, because of the container’s 
unique design it can be readily nested within a like con 
tainer before the ?lling operation thus requiring minimum 
storage space. When ready to receive ice cream, the plas 
tic container is easily removed from within a like con 
tainer because of its substantially frictionless plastic wall. 
Furthermore, because of the anti-skid surfaces and con?g 
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urations provided on the lid and bottom of the container, 
the container is quickly and securely stacked, one on top 
of the other, thus eliminating the need for the typical pyra 
mid type arrangement employed with the cardboard bulk 
containers. Consequently, minimum amount of space is 
required to store the ?lled plastic container. In addition, 
the anti-skid surface prevents the stacked containers from 
revolving when hard ice cream is scooped therefrom. Be 
cause of the transparent properties obtainable with plas 
tic, one can easily and quickly identify the ?avor of the 
ice cream packaged in the plastic bulk container without 
having to search for the label. Such a feature is particu 
larly advantageous to the ice cream truck driver when he 
is making his deliveries. Thus, excessive handling of the 
containers is eliminated, thereby providing quick and ef 
?cient service to the retailer as well as the consumer. 
Finally, the plastic bulk can is attractive and its clean 
appearance is easily retained in contrast to the unsightly 
cardboard bulk cans which have a tendency to soil and 
stain readily. 
The proposed container may vary in size, including the 

typical 21/2, 3, and 5 gallon sizes, their choice depending 
on requirements. 

While the aforementioned container is especially suit 
able for ice cream, the plastic bulk container can also 
be used for shipping, storing, and dispensing a wide va 
riety of materials including, powdered and granular foods, 
syrups, and such items as paints, chemicals, and the like. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A nestable container for materials in bulk which 

container comprises: 
(a) a side wall; a closed bottom integral therewith; a 
removable snap-?tted lid; both said bottom and said 
lid having anti-skid external surfaces corresponding 
to each other; said surface of said lid being adapted 
to cooperate with the anti-skid surface of the bottom 
of a like container thereby preventing them from 
revolving when stacked; 

(b) said bottom of said container comprises an an 
nular portion and a ?ange portion annularly offset 
from the innermost edge of said annular portion, 
and extending toward the interior of said container; 
and said lid of said container comprises a surface 
con?guration of said bottom and adapted to receive 
said bottom of a like container in interlocking assem 
bly when said containers are stacked; 

(c) said side wall slopes slightly outwardly from said 
integral bottom to said lid and is provided at one 
end thereof opposite to said bottom with an outward 
ly projecting peripheral shoulder and a peripheral 
collar extending vertically from said shoulder; the 
outer diameter of said shoulder being greater than the 
diameter of said lid to support a like container nest 
able therein; 

(d) said collar of said side wall terminating in a ?ange 
extending outwardly therefrom, said outwardly pro 
jecting peripheral shoulder resting on said ?ange 
when said containers are nested, and 

(e) said lid having a con?guration at its periphery 
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corresponding to the con?guration of said shoul 
der and said collar of said container and adapted 
to be received thereby in snap-?tted fashion. 

2. The container of claim 1 wherein said anti-skid 
of said container bottom and said lid comprise a plu 
rality of ri?les. 

3. The container of claim 2 wherein said container and 
said lid comprise thermoplastic polymeric material. 

4. A plastic container for materials in bulk adapted 
to be received in a nestable arrangement within a like 
container and supported therein which container com 
prises: 

(a) a side wall; a closed bottom integral therewith, 
a removable top closure; said side wall sloping slight 
ly outwardly from said integral bottom to said top; 

(b) said side wall being provided at one end thereof 
opposite to said bottom with an outwardly projecting 
peripheral shoulder and a peripheral collar extending 
vertically from said shoulder; the outer diameter of 
said shoulder being greater than the diameter of said 
removable top closure to support a like container 
nestable therein; 

(c) said removable top closure comprising a snap-?tted 
and extending outwardly therefrom, said outwardly 
projecting peripheral shoulder resting on said ?ange 
when said containers are nested; 

((1) said integral bottom of said container having an 
annular portion and a ?ange portion annularly offset 
from the innermost edge of said annular portion, 
and extending toward the interior of said container; 

(e) siad removable top closure comprising a snap-?tted 
lid; 

(f) said snap-?tted lid having a con?guration at its pe 
riphery corresponding to the con?guration of said 
shoulder and said collar of said container and adapt 
ed to be received thereby in snap-?tted fashion; 

(g) said snap-?tted lid having a surface con?guration 
corresponding to the con?guration of said bottom 
and adapted to receive said bottom of a like con 
tainer in interlocking assembly when said containers 
are stacked, and 

(h) said annular portions of said lid and said bottom 
of said container having a plurality of ri?ies thereby 
providing an anti-skid surface such that the contain 
ers are prevented from revolving when stacked. 

5. The container of claim 4 wherein said container and 
said lid comprise thermoplastic polymer material. 
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