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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A coaster or caster cup for protecting carpet, rugs or 

the like from damage by legs of furniture. The caster 
has a ?at thin body for supporting the bottom end edges 
of legs of furniture. Peripheral spaced lugs extend up 
wardly from the periphery of the body for engaging the 
outer cylindrical surface of the furniture leg; and periph 
eral spaced lugs depend downwardly from the periphery 
of the body resting upon a carpet or rug. The edges of 
the lugs are variously shaped, to wit, curved, tapered, 
straight, etc. 

This invention relates to new and useful improvements 
in protective devices commonly called coasters or caster 
cups to be applied to the feet of equipment generally 
classi?ed as furniture to prevent indentation of pile-sur 
faced ?oor coverings such as carpet, rugs or the like. 

Brief summary of the invention 
A furniture coaster for supporting furniture in an ele 

vated position above a floor covering. The coaster has a 
circular ?at furniture-supporting platform, a plurality of 
lugs depending from the periphery of the platform, a 
plurality of spaced lugs upstanding from the periphery of 
the platform, the lugs having curved end edges. The de 
pending and upstanding lugs may be different in length. 

In the accompanying drawings forming a material part 
of this disclosure: I 

- FIGURE 1 is a top perspective view of a coaster em 
bodying one form of the invention shown inserted beneath 
the leg of an article of furniture and illustrating diagram 
matically its relation to a pile-surface floor covering. 

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken on line 2—2 of 
FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the improved coaster. 
FIG. 4 is a top plan view of the blank from which the 

coaster is made. ' 

FIG. 5 is a top perspective view of a coaster embody 
ing a modi?ed form of the invention. 

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 6—5 
of FIG. 5. 

FIG. 6A is a view similar to FIG. 6 of a coaster em 
bodying a second modi?ed form of the invention. 

FIG. 7 is a top plan view of a blank for producing a 
coaster embodying a third modi?ed form of the invention. 
FIG. 8 is a‘disassembled perspective view of a coaster 

embodying a fourth modi?ed form of the invention. 
FIG. 9 is a view similar to FIG. 2 showing the coaster 

of FIG. 8 in operative position. 
FIG. 10 is a top perspective view of a coaster embody 

ing a ?fth modi?ed form of the invention. 
FIG. 10A is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 

10A—10A of FIG. 10. 
FIG. 11 is a top perspective view of a coaster embody 

ing a sixth modi?ed form of the invention. 
FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional view on the line 12—12 of 

FIG. 11. 
FIG. 13 is a side elevational view of a coaster em~ 

bodying a seventh modi?ed form of the invention, shown 
inserted beneath the leg of an article of furniture and 
illustrating its relation to a pile-surfaced ?oor covering. 

FIG. 14 is a top perspective view of a coaster embody 
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ing an eighth modi?ed form of the invention, parts being 
shown broken away. 

FIG. 15 is a vertical sectional view through the center 
of a coaster embodying a ninth modi?ed form of the 
invention. 

Referring now in detail to the various views of the 
drawings, in FIGS. 1 and 2 a coaster 10 embodying one 
form of the invention is shown, resting on a ?oor rug 12, 
slightly elevated over the piles 14 of the rug and support 
ing a leg 15 of a piece of furniture. The coaster 10 as best 
seen in FIG. 1 comprises a one-piece metal structure 
comprising a circular ?at body constituting a supporting 
platform 14. A plurality of spaced upstanding plate~like 
lugs 16, slightly curved longitudinally, are integrally 
formed on the peripheral edge of the platform. A plu 
rality of similarly shaped and formed lugs 18 depend 
from the peripheral edge of the platform in offset vertical 
planes from the lugs 16. The lugs 16 and 18 have curved 
end edges 20 and 22, respectively. The lugs 16 and 18 are 
preferably of a length greater than the thickness of the 
pile 23 of the particular ?oor rug 12 so that when the 
curved ends 22 are brought into load bearing engage 
ment with the weave or backing 24 of the rug 12, the 
under surface 26 of the platform 14 does not bear upon 
the surface 28 of the pile 14, but rather is elevated there 
above. The lugs 18 are so shaped that they divide and 
pass between the pile ?bres 23 ‘without tending to tuck 
the ?bres beneath the pile structure, and are of such size 
that they will not harmfully pierce the woven backing 
under the Weight of the furniture as best shown in FIG. 
2. The lugs 18 are arranged substantially symmetrically 
about the axial center of the platform 14 to secure ideal 
weight distribution. 
The projecting lugs 16’ and 18’ shown in the modi?ed 

form of coaster 10' shown in FIGS. 5 and 6 differ from 
the lugs 16 and 18 merely in the shape, the lugs 16' and 
18’ being slightly tapered and straight across the ends 20’ 
and 22'. Furthermore, a rubber cap 24 is removably 
placed for each lug 18’, as a further protection for the 
weave or backing of the rug. 

In the modi?ed form of coaster 10” shown in FIGS. 6A 
the rubber caps 24" are ?tted on the top lugs 16" as 
well as the bottom lugs 18"in order to protect the legs of 
the furniture and so that the coaster may be used inter 
changeably by turning the coaster upside down. 

In FIG. 7 a blank 26 for making a coaster is shown, 
the lugs 28 being preformed with fold lines r for long 
lugs and with fold lines R for short lugs. 
A sectional coaster 10"’ is shown in FIGS. 8 and 9 

comprising a top section 30 and a lower section 32 joined 
by a screw 34 and a nut 36 assembly. The top section 30 
has a substantially square-shaped flat body 14”’ and up 
standing spaced lugs 16”’. The bottom section 32 is slight 
ly larger in dimensions and has a substantially square 
shaped body 38 and spaced depending lugs 40. Body 14"’ 
of section 30 and body 38 of section 32 have aligned holes 
42 and 44, respectively, to receive the screw 34, the nut 
being secured to the lower projecting end of the screw. 
The coaster 10”’ is used similarly to coaster 10, with the 
nut 36 being elevated above the pile 14'” of the rug 12"’. 
Another sectional coaster 10a is shown in FIGS. 10 

and 10A. The coaster 100 comprises superimposed ?at 
bodies or platforms 14a, 14a, the uppermost platform 
having spaced depending lugs 18a and the bottom plat 
form having spaced ‘upstanding lugs 16a, the lugs 16a and 
18a being offset from each other and interlocked. The 
coaster 10a may be used interchangeably by turning the 
coaster upside down. 

In FIGS. 11 and 12 a sectional coaster 19x embodying 
still another modi?ed form of the invention is shown. 
Coaster 10x comprises superimposed ?at bodies or plat 
forms 14x, 14x, the uppermost body having upstanding 
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lugs 16x and the bottom platform having Spaced depend 
ing lugs 18x aligned with the lugs 16x. A square shaped 
rubber envelope 44 covers the superimposed platforms 
14x, 14x, the envelope having slots 46 in its sides to re 
ceive the superimposed bodies. 

FIG. 13 illustrates a modi?ed self-adjusting sectional 
coaster 10a’. Coaster 10a’ comprises atop section 30a’ and 
a bottom section 32a’ in spaced relation, with a compres 
sion spring 48 joining the sections. The upper section 30a’ 
has a circular ?at body 14a’ with upstanding peripheral 
lugs 16a’. The bottom section 32a’ has a circular ?at body 
14a’ with depending lugs 1.8a’ aligned with the lugs 16a’. 
The lugs 18a’ are longer than the lugs 16a’. One end of 
the compression spring 48 is welded to the bottom surface 
of the body 14a’ of section 30a’ and the other end is 
welded to the top surface of the body 14a’ of section 
32a’. This form of coaster 10a’ is particularly useful for 
use with irregular or nonlevel supporting surfaces such as 
?oors. 

In FIG._14, a coaster 10x’ embodying a further modi?ed 
form of the invention is shown, the coaster 10x’ being 
sectional and having an upper section 30x’ and a bottom 
section 32x’. Upper section 3.0x’ has a ?at circular body 
14x’ with an upstanding annular ?ange 50 around the 
periphery thereof. The ?ange 50 is formed with upwardly 
projecting pointed lugs 16x’ along its upper edge. 
The bottom section 32x’ is slightly larger in dimen 

sions than the upper section and is formed with a ?at 
circular body 14x’ with an annular depending ?ange 52 
formed downwardly extending pointed lugs 18x’. The 
bodies are superimposed and secured together by spot 
welds .as indicated at 54. 

In FIG. 15 a coaster 10a" embodying still another 
modi?ed form of the invention is shown. Coaster 10a” 
is somewhat similar to the coaster 10a’ of FIG. 13 for 
irregular surfaces but is formed of a single piece of round 
wire stock. One end of the wire is bent in circular forma 
tion to provide an upper portion 30a” bent to form up 
wardly extending lugs 16a". The other end of the wire is 
bent in circular formation to provide a lower portion 
32a" bent to form downwardly extending lugs 18a". The 
intermediate portion of the wire is convoluted to form a 
coil spring 48a", the upper convolution 56 of the spring 
constituting a horizontal body for supporting the .leg of 
an article of furniture. 
While 1 have illustrated and described the preferred 

embodiments of my invention, it is to be understood that 
I do not limit myself to the precise constructions herein 
disclosed and that various changes and modi?cations may 
be made within the scope of the invention as de?ned in 
the appended claims. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A furniture coaster for supporting furniture in an 

elevated position above a ?oor covering having a woven 
backing surfaced with pile ?bres without damage to the 
floor covering, said coaster including a circular ?at furni 
ture-supporting platform, a plurality of spaced lugs de 
pending from the periphery of the platform, said lugs 
adapted to separate and pass between the pile ?bres with 
the ends in load-transferring engagement upon the back 
ing without passing therethrough, when the platform is 
subjected to furniture load, and a plurality of spaced lugs 
upstanding from the periphery of the platform offset 
from the depending lugs, said upstanding lugs in non 
displacementiengagement with the leg of the article of 
furniture being supported, said upstanding and depending 
lugs having curved end edges for interchange use either as 
load-transferring engagement lugs or non-displacement 
engagement lugs. 

2. A furniture coaster for supporting furniture in an 
elevated position above a floor covering having a woven 
backing surfaced with pile ?bres without damage to the 
?oor covering, said coaster including a circular ?at furni 
ture-supporting platform, a plurality of spaced lugs de 
pending from the periphery of the platform, said lugs 
adapted to separate and pass between the pile ?bres with 
the ends in load-transferring engagement upon the back 
ing Without passing therethrough, when the platform is 
subjected to furniture load, and a plurality of spaced 
lugs upstanding from the periphery of the platform offset 
from the depending lugs, said upstanding lugs ‘in non 
displacement engagement with the leg of the article of 
furniture being supported, said upstanding and depend 
ing lugs having tapering sides and straight end edges, the 
depending lugs being of a different length than the up 
standing lugs. 
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