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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLGSURE 
A key holder in which the keys are swingably carried 

on pins, an elongated coil spring under tension inter~ 
connects the keys at their head portions and a sliding 
latch on the case selectively releases the keys which 
swing into operable position as the spring contracts. 
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This invention relates to key holders and more i 
speciiicaliy to a device for holding a plurality of keys 
which will enable the user to switch from one key to 
another in a single quick motion. 

It is often desirable, particularly in the case of auto 
mo'bile keys, where one key is ‘being used to switch to 
another key to operate or unlock another device. Thus 
for example, certain vehicles employ one key for the 
ignition and a different key for the glove compartment 
or trunk lock. With conventional key holders it is nec~ 
essary to select the proper key, push the undesired key 
back into the key holder and then use the key selected. 
This process is repeated each time there is a need for 
a diiferent key. In addition, the keys often become loos 
ened from the case of conventional key holders and may 
scratch or tear surfaces or articles of clothing. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a key holder for two or more keys which will 
overcome the shortcomings of previously known de 
vices. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a key holder which will bring a key into position for 
use while at the same time retaining the other keys in 
the holder in a retracted position. ‘ 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a key holder which will enable the user to switch from 
one key to another with a single motion. 
A feature of the present invention is its use of a 

simple slide which will hold all of the keys in the key 
case or move to one side or the other of the key case 
to release a key for use and simultaneously retract the 
key previously in use. 
Another feature of the present invention is to provide 

a key holder which will retain all of the keys within 
the body of the key holder until their u-se is desired. 

Another feature of the present invention is its use of 
a simple spring member interconnecting opposed keys 
whereby the released kety will snap outwardly of the 
Ibody of the key holder. 
The invention consists of the construction, combina 

tion and arrangement of parts, as herein illustrated, de 
scribed and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawing, forming a part hereof 
is illustrated two forms of embodiment of the inven 
tion, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a somewhat isometric view of a com 

i plete embodiment of the present invention showing one 
key in position for use. 
FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of the key holder as 

shown in FIGURE 1 in the retracted position. 
FIGURE 3 is a cross-sectional view taken on line 

3-3 in FIGURE 2l looking in the direction 0f the 
arrows. 

FIGURE 4 is a view in longitudinal section taken on 
line 4_4 in FIGURE 2 somewhat enlarged. 
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FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary view similar to FIGURE 

4 showing one of the keys in the open position, and a 
sleeve key retainer. 
FIGURE -6 is a view in side elevation of a second 

embodiment of the present invention. 
FIGURE 7 in a cross-sectional View taken on line 

7~7 of FIGURE 6 of looking in the arrows. 
Referring to the drawings and particularly to» FIG 

URES l and 2, 16 indicates a key holder having a rec 
tangular case 11. The case 11 may be made of metal, 
plastic, or some other suitable rigid material and is 
provided with spaced side walls 12, 13 and end walls 
14. An opening 15 is provided in the top of the case 
11 through which keys 16, 17 may swing during the 
use of the key holder. 
A latch member 18 is slidably carried upon the case 

11 and controls the operation of the key holder. The 
latch member 1S is provided with opposed cutaway 
portions 19, 20 in the top thereof giving the said top 
21 a somewhat Sshaped configuration best shown in 
FIGURE 2. The purpose of the cut-away portions 19, 
20 will hereinafter be more fulliy set forth. The sides 
22, 23 of the latch 18 are also provided with slots 24 
to receive an outwardly extending pin 25 carried by the 
case 11. The pin 25 serves to limit the travel of the 
latch 18 along the case 11. It is to be understood that 
the slots 24 in the sides of the latch 18 are cut into the 
said sides from opposite directions and that a pin 25 
extends outwardly from each of the sides 22, 23 as 
shown in FIGURE 2. 
The keys 16, 17 which are used in the present device 

are modified to the extent of reducing the size of the 
head portion of the key in the manner shown in FIG 
URES 4 and 5 at 26. The head portions 26 are further 
bored to provide a small hole 27 so that one end of a 
coil spring 28 may be secured thereto. The opposite 
end of the coil spring 28 is secured to the opposite key 
within the case 11. The tension of the coil spring 28 
is suíiicient to cause the keys to pop up in the manner 
shown in FIGURES 1 and 5 when the latch 1S is slid 
away from a position overlying the said key. 
The S-shaped configuration of the top of the latch 

1S permits one key to be released in a manner shown 
in FIGURE 1 and to swing outwardly within the cut 
away portion directly above the said key when the 
latch is slid to one end of the case 11. However, the 
opposite key is retained in place by the top 21 of the 
latch 18 when the said latch is in a position such as 
that shown in FIGURE 1. Should the opposite key be 
desired for use, it merely necessary to slide the latch 
18 to the opposite side of the case 11, whereupon the 
previously released key will 'be forced down into the 
key case 11 and its corresponding opposite num‘ber will 
snap up through the cut-away portion as it passes over 
the top of the said key. 
When it is desired to retain both keys within the case, 

it is merely necessary to bring the latch to the central 
position shown in FIGURE 2. The bottom of the latch 
18 is provided with a small recess 29 into which a de 
tent 30 will snap when the two are brought into register. 
A liat spring 31 best shown in FIGURES 3 and 4 

secured at its ends to the bottom wall 32 of the case 11 
urges the detent 30 outwardly and in a direction of the 
latch 18. The ilat spring 31 permits the detent 30 to be 
pushed out of the way of the latch when it is desired to 
release one or the other of the keys. Nevertheless, the 
flat spring 31 is suñiciently strong to hold the detent in 
engagement with the recess 29 when the key holder 
is not in use and the keys are to remain within the 
case 11. 

It will be observed from an examination of FIGURE 
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3 that the pins 25 which serve as stops for the latch 
18, also serve as pivots for the keys 16, 17. 

In FIGURES 6 and 7 there is shown a second em 
bodiment of the present invention in which the latch 
overlies only three sides of the key case 11 and slides 
within a longitudinal recess 33 within the said case. In 
this embodiment the latch 34 is provided with inward 
ly extending embossed members 35 which guide it 
within the recess 33. Embossings 36, 37 on the case 11 
and latch 34 also serve to hold the latch in the central 
or locked position. In all other respects, the construction 
of this embodiment is similar to that hereinabove de 
scribed in connection with FIGURES 1 thru 5. 
Where it is desired to change keys from time to time 

using the same key holder, a sleeve 38, shown in FIG 
URE 5, may be provided. The sleeve 38 is of a size to 
receive the end of the key and is pivotally secured within 
the holder by the pin 25. In this form of the invention 
the spring 28 is secured to the sleeve as indicated at 39 
instead of to the key. 

It will be understood that while only two keys have 
been shown in the present description it is possible to 
add a plurality of key -holders in side by side relation 
ship to accommodate additional sets of keys without 
departing from the spirit of the present invention. 

Having thus fully described the invention, what is 
claimed as new and desired to be secured by Letters 
Patent of the United States is: 

1. A key holder comprising a hollow rectangular 
case open at its top `consisting of spaced side walls, 
spaced end walls and a bottom, latch means slidably 
mounted on the case overlying a portion Of the case 
Opening to be engageable with keys positioned in the 
case to retain said keys within said case, said latch means 
having opposed cntout portions to permit the keys to 
swing therethrough when said keays are released, spaced 
transverse pins carried by and extending lbeyond the 
case and disposed in the path of the latch means, a key 
swingably carried Iby each of the pins within the case, 
and spring ‘means comprising an elongated coil spring 
having an end secured under tension to a head portion 
of each key to interconnect said keys in order to urge 
the free end of each key to swing upwardly about its 
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respective pin when the latch means are slid away from 
said portion of the case opening to be out of engagement 
with the key. 

2. A device according to claim 1 in which the latch 
means are slidably carried by grooves in the spaced 
walls of the case. 

3. A key holder comprising a hollow rectangular case 
open at its top consisting of spaced side walls, spaced end 
walls and a bottom, latch means slidably mounted on the 
case overlying a portion of the case opening to be en 
gageable with keys positioned in the case to retain said 
keys within said case, said latch means having opposed 
cutout portions to permit the keys to swing therethrough 
when said keys are released, spaced transverse pins 
Ácarried by and extending beyond the case and disposed 
in the path or” the latch means, a key receiving sleeve 
swingably carried ̀ by each of the pins within the case, and 
spring means Comprising an elongated coil spring hav 
ing an end secured under tension to a portion of each 
sleeve to interconnect said sleeves in order to urge the 
free end of each key to swing upwardly about its re 
spective pin when the latch means are slid away from 
said portion of the case opening to be out of engage 
ment with the key. 
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