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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

Adjustable shelf structure for retail merchandise is pro 
vided. The shelf structure incorporates relatively conven 
tional upright members having openings therein to receive 
shelf support brackets. The shelf support brackets sup 
port conventional shelving structure. 
The shelf support brackets each have a hook member 

at one end which de?nes an angular slot with an inclined 
portion which diverges downwardly and away from the 
end of the bracket. The hook member is inserted in an 
upright opening and can receive different thicknesses of 
metal for engagement on different types of uprights. 
A locking arm member is provided on the lower ends 

of each bracket. The locking arm member extends into 
an opening in the upright supports and is vertically ad 
justable by means of a bolt and slot structure to permit 
varying the distance between the hook member and the 
locking arm member to facilitate securing of the shelf 
support brackets to upright supports in which the verti 
cally spaced openings are spaced apart different distances. 
The shelf support brackets thus may be'used on many 
different styles of uprights. 

The shelf structure is of a type which is in use in 
retail stores for displaying merchandise. The basic unit 
includes a pair of vertical upright members which are se 
cured to a wall in spaced apart relationship and are pro 
vided with a plurality of vertically spaced slots. The slots 
in the upright members are to receive parts of shelf 
brackets to support the brackets at any desired vertical 
level. The brackets support a shelf for receiving retail 
merchandising. 
The upright members of the shelf structures are usually 

made of sheet metal of varying thicknesses and of differ 
ent cross sectional con?gurations. It is therefore necessary 
to provide brackets which will be properly supported on 
the upright members regardless of the thickness or con 
?guration of the upright members. 
The present invention solves the above problem by 

providing a shelf bracket having an arrangement which 
permits mounting of the shelf bracket on any of the wide 
variety of upright members which have previously been 
installed in retail stores. 

It is therefore an object of my invention to provide a 
shelf structure having improved facilities for mounting 
one of its supports to another thereof. 
Another object of my invention is to provide an im 

proved shelf structure having brackets provided with 
hook or incline lug shaped members and lock members 
so that the brackets may be ?rmly secured to upright 
structures of varying wall thicknesses. 

Other objects of this invention will appear in the fol 
lowing description and appended claims, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings forming a part of this 
speci?cation wherein like reference characters designate 
corresponding parts in the several views. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the shelf structure 

embodying features of my invention; 
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FIGURE 2 is a fragmentary view taken in the direc 
tion of the arrows of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a view the same as FIGURE 2 with 

the thickness of an upright support member being greater 
than that shown in FIGURE 2; and 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary front view of the shelf 

shown in FIGURE 1 with a display card removably held 
in position by wires of the shelf. 

Before explaining the present invention in detail, it is 
to be understood that the invention is not limited in its 
application to the details of construction and arrangement 
of parts illustrated in the accompanying drawings, since 
the invention is capable of other embodiments and of 
being practiced or carried out in various ways. Also, it is 
to be understood that the phraseology or terminology em 

- ployed herein is for the purpose of description and not of 
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limitation. 
In accordance with my invention I provide an improved 

shelf structure which permits replacement of worn out 
parts with the assurance that such parts will be useable 
to cooperate with the remaining parts to provide a sturdy 
structure for supporting any and all types of retail mer 
chandise. In general the shelf structure includes shelf sup 
porting brackets having hook or inclined lug members 
and lock members, which brackets support and connect 
the shelf properly to the usual upright members with the 
hook members having provisions to compensate for dif 
ferent w-all thicknesses of the upright members so that 
replacement brackets will be ?rmly clamped to the up 
right members. 

Referring to the drawings the numeral 10 designates 
in general my improved shelf structure which includes 
spaced apart upright members or structures 12 secured to 
a supporting wall 14 by screw 15. The shelf structure 
includes two identical sectional shelf-supporting spaced 
apart brackets 16. A wire shelf 18 is supported on the 
brackets 16. 
The two upright members 12 are channel sections hav 

ing legs 20 and 22 joined together by a web -24. A plu 
rality of vertically spaced generally rectangular openings 
30 are provided in the web 24. The openings permit 
mounting of the brackets 16 at different vertical posi 
tions whereby the shelf 18 may be located ‘at any desired 
vertical level. The two uprights 12 shown are identical. 
The sectional brackets 16 each include a main or shelf 

supporting section 34 and an adjuster or locking section 
36. The main section is preferably made of sheet metal 
and is provided with a vertically extending indented por 
tion 38 at end 39. The adjuster section is provided with 
an elongated slot 46 and is secured to the main section 
34 by bolt 48 in the intended portion 38 to provide for 
adjustable vertical movement of the adjuster portion 36. 
The adjuster portion 36 has a horizontally extending lug 
or arm 59 which extends into one of the openings 30 of 
web 24 for engagement with the web 24. The main bracket 
on its upper portion is provided with a lug or hook 56 
including a laterally projecting portion 58 and a down 
wardly projecting portion 60 which is provided with an 
outwardly inclined portion 62 adjacent the major portion 
of the main section 34 but spaced slightly therefrom. 
It will be noted that the inclined portion 62 diverges 
downwardly and outwardly away from the end 39 of the 
main bracket 36 with the uppermost portion thereof being 
spaced by the laterally projecting portion 58 from the 
end 39 to permit the lug 56 to extend over the web 24 as 
shown in FIGURE 2. The inclined portion 62 and the 
end 39 form an angular notch which is wider at its lower 
opening end so that when the lug 56 is inserted into an 
opening 30 the bracket 34 with lug '56 may be moved 
downwardly until the inclined portion engages the inner 
Wall of web 24. This engagement takes place at the point 
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on the inclined portion 62 which engages the inner wall 
of‘web 24. The thickness of wall of the web 24 determines 
when the inclined portion engages the inner portion of 
the wall of web 24. As shown in FIGURE 2 the upper 
most portion of the inclined portion 62-is in engagement 
with the inner wall of web 24. At this timethe end 39 
is in engagement with the outer/wall of web 24. To lock 
the bracket 16 to upright 12 the adjuster member 36 may 
be adjusted so that the arm or lug 50 engages a wall of 
web 24 surrounding one of the openings 30. As shown 
in FIGURE 2 the arm 50 is moved to the upper portion 
of one of the openings 30 to engage the web 24. If desired 
the arm 50 may be moved downward in one of the open 
ings 30 to engage the web 24. In the latter position of 
arm 50 the bracket 16 will be locked in position against 
downward movement. Thus the brackets 16 are locked 
in position to. the uprights 12 of certain wall thickness 
due to the inclined portion 62 of hook 56 and arm 50 
of adjuster member 36. 

In. FIGURE 3 the brackets 16 are secured to uprights 
70 having openings 71. The uprights 70 are the same as 
uprights 12 with the exception of the webs 72 of uprights 
7 0 which are of greater thickness than webs 24, of uprights 
12. In this instance. the incline portion 62 engages the 
inner wall of web 72 between the upper and lower portion 
of said incline portion 62 to secure the brackets to up 
rights of wider wall thickness. 
By use of the arrangements shown in FIGURES 2 and 

3 the brackets 16 with the adjustable locking arm 50 
and the incline 62 on the hook 56 it is readily adaptable 
for use on upright supporting structures of varying wall 
thicknesses. 
The wire shelf is supported on the upper edges of the 

brackets 16. The shelf 18 includes a rectangular frame 80, 
transverse wires 82 and wires 84 extending substantially 
parallel to the brackets 16. One of the transverse wires 82 
is mounted above the main portion of the frame 80 at 
the front of shelf 18. The front ends of wires 84 are par 
tially looped around this upper transverse wire leaving 
space for the insertion of a sales item card 88 as. shown 
in FIGURE 4. The shelf is secured to the brackets by 
clamps 90. ' 
From the foregoing, it will be noted that I have pro 

vided a shelf structure which may be readily installed or 
removed and one in which the shelf structure brackets 
will ?t supporting elements of various wall thicknesses. 
Although only preferred forms of the invention have 

been illustrated, and those forms described in detail, it 
will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various 
modi?cations may be made therein without departing 
from the spirit of the invention or from the scope of the 
appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a shelf structure comprising a plurality of upright 

supports securable to a wall in spaced apart relation and 
having vertically spaced apart openings, shelf support 
brackets each being secured on One end only to said 
upright supports and including a hook member on the 
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upper portion of each bracket extending through an open 
ing in a respective upright support to secure a bracket 
to an upright support with the end of the bracket in en 
gagement with the upright support, a lug member on the 
lower end of each bracket received in openings in the 
upright supports and engaging the upper ends thereof to 
prevent vertical movement of said brackets, one of said 
members being vertically adjustable with respect to the 
other member'to facilitate securement of the shelf sup 
port brackets toupright supports in which said vertically 
spaced openings are spaced apart different distances and 
a shelf carried by said brackets. 

2. A shelf structure as de?ned in claim 1 wherein each 
lug member on the lower end of each bracket is the ad 
justable member vertically relative to the end of each of 
the brackets. 

3. A shelf structure comprising a plurality of upright 
supports securable to a wall in spaced relation and each 
having vertically spaced apart openings in a wall thereof, 
shelf support brackets, each being secured on one end 
only to said upright supports and including a hook mem 
ber on the upper end thereof- and having a portion ex 
tending through one of said openings and a downward 
extending portion engaging the rear wall of an upright 
support to support an end of a bracket against the front 
wall of an upright support, a locking arm member on 
the lower end of each bracket andextending through a 
lower opening on an upright support and having verti-. 
cally adjustable means to cooperate with a respective 
upright support to lock a bracket end to an upright sup 
port and a shelf carried by said brackets. 

4. A shelf structure as de?ned in claim 3 wherein the 
lower end of the bracket is indented adjacent the upright 
support in a vertical direction and said means includes 
a slot in the arm member and a bolt which extends 
through said slot to carry the locking arm in the indented 
portion for vertical adjustment. 

5. A shelf structure as de?ned in claim 3 wherein the 
downward extending portion of the hook member is on 
an incline to engage the rear wall of the upright support 
on the inclined portion of the downwardly extending por 
tion of the hook member. 
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