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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A resilient, self-attaching grommet particularly adapted 
for deployment about the push-pull knob of an automo 
bile door lock. A ring~like base has a plurality of radial 
and perpendicular legs extending from a web at its inner 
edge. When the grommet is placed in the opening in the 
door frame and the push-pull knob is passed there 
through, the radial legs are ?exed downwardly and the 
perpendicular legs are forced outwardly and into locking 
engagement with the edges of the frame opening. 

The present invention provides a grommet having 
means for engaging an apertured workpiece responsive to 
the passage of an article through the grommet comprising 
a generally ?at, circumferentially continuous base de 
?ning an opening therethrough, a plurality of article en 
gaging legs connected to the base and extending sub 
stantially radially across the opening therein, and a plu 
rality of workpiece engaging legs generally perpendicular 
connected to the base of the article engaging legs, 
whereby said workpiece engaging legs are automatically 
pressed into locking engagement with the edge of a work 
piece opening responsive to the passage of an article 
through the grommet. 
Thus an object of the invention is to provide a simple, 

inexpensive and easily attached grommet. 
Another object of the invention is to provide the grom 

met having integral attaching legs for securing same to 
an apertured workpiece. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a grom 

met having means integral with the attaching legs which 
will operate to automatically move the attaching legs into 
engagement with an apertured workpiece responsive to 
the insertion of an article into the grommet. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide a 

grommet having an anti-rattle feature. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 

come evident from a reading of the following detailed 
description in conjunction with a viewing of the accom 
panying drawing in which: 

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of the grommet; 
FIG. 2 is a section taken on line 2—-2 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a side view of an installation, with the grom 

met shown in section depicting the grommet insulating 
a door lock knob from the door panel of an automotive 
vehicle; and 

FIG. 4 is a bottom 
in FIG. 3. 
The grommet 1 has a generally ?at, circumferentially 

continuous base portion 2 in the form of a circular ring 
having an internal opening 3. The base 2 is generally 
arcuate in cross section and has a plurality of thin web 
sections 4 extending angularly inwardly from portions 
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thereof. A plurality of article engaging legs 5 extend from 
the webs 4 substantially radial across the opening '3- and 
terminate in rounded free ends 6 which cooperate to 
de?ne an article receiving opening 7. A plurality of work 
piece engaging legs 8 extend from webs 4 away from 
the base 2 at approximately right angles to the article 
engaging legs 5. The outer surface of each of the legs 
8 is serrated to provide a number of notches 9. 
The above described structure is of unitary construc 

tion and is formed of a molded polymeric material, for 
example, polypropylene. In addition, for decorativeness 
and to strengthen the grommet, a sheet metal cap 10 pref 
erably chrome plated is crimped about the base 2. 

FIGS. 3 and 4 depict an installation utilizing the in 
vention. The metal workpiece 11 having a circular open 
ing 12 cut therein represents the upper portion of the door 
frame panel of an automobile and the push-pull knob 13 
is that employed to operate the door lock. 
The assembly is accomplished by inserting the legs 8 

into the opening 12 in the workpiece 11 such that the 
cap 10 and the base 2 of the grommet overlie the upper 
surface of the workpiece adjacent the opening 12 as 
shown in FIG. 3. Thereafter the knob 13 is passed through 
the opening 7 de?ned by the free ends 6 of the legs 5. 
Since the diameter of the knob shaft is larger than the 
opening 7, the legs 5 are forced downwardly and spread 
‘outwardly and the legs 8 are forced outwardly to cause 
the notches 9 to engage the lower edges of the work 
piece adjacent the opening 12. The knob shaft, which is 
usually internally threaded, is then turned on to a bolt 
(not shown) which is part of the door lock linkage. 
Thus so long as the knob is connected pressure is main 
tained on the legs 5 and 8 and the grommet remains 
securely ?xed to the workpiece, Moreover the knob is 
effectively insulated from the workpiece 11 and the cap 
10 by the legs 5 to prevent rattling when the knob is 
subjected to vibration. 
From the foregoing description one will observe that 

the objects set forth above have been accomplished in a 
unique fashion and it should be further understood that 
what has been disclosed for purposes of illustration is 
not to be interpreted in a limiting sense in that the scope 
of the invention is best de?ned by the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A grommet having a means for engaging an aper 

tured workpiece responsive to the passage of an article 
therethrough comprising a generally ?at, circumferentially 
continuous base portion having an opening therethrough, ‘ 
a plurality of ?exible article engaging legs integrally 
connected to said base portion and extending substan 
tially radially across the opening in said base and ter 
minating in free ends de?ning an article receiving open 
ing, and a plurality of workpiece engaging legs integrally 
connected to said base and said article engaging legs and 
extending generally normally away from said article en 
gaging legs, whereby upon passage of an article through 
said article receiving opening said article engaging legs 
will be de?ected axially away from said base and said 
workpiece engaging legs will be ?exed laterally outwardly 
to engage the edges of the workpiece adjacent the aper 
ture therein. 

2. A grommet according to claim 1 wherein said work 
piece engaging legs are serrated to provide notches for 
receiving the edges of the apertured workpiece. 
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3. A grommet according to claim 1 wherein the free 
ends of said article engaging legs are rounded to pro 
vide a lead-in to said article receiving opening. 

4. A grommet according to claim 1 wherein said article 
and workpiece engaging legs are connected to said base 
by a web extending angularly inwardly of said base. 

5. A grommet according to claim 1 in which is formed 
of a synthetic resinous material. 

6. A grommet according to claim 4 wherein a metal 
cap is secured to said base portion. 
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