
3,351,970 NOV» 14, 1967 H, A. ENG'H 

VERTICAL PAINT ROLLER TRAY 

2 Sheets-Sheet 1 Filed March ll, 1965 

' |NvENToR ' 

A. ENGH 

' 'ATTORNEYS 

HOWARD 

f 



3,351,970 NOV. 14, ì H` A. ENGH 

VERTICAL' PAINT ROLLER TRAY ' 

2 Sheets-Sheet 2 Filed March ll, 1965 

|NVENTOR 

HOWARD A. ENGH 
BY j@ fd@ 

_ ATTORNEYS * 



United States Patent Ö 
1 

3,351,970 
VERTICAL PAINT ROLLER TRAY 
Howard A. Engh, 3017 Sunset Lane, 

Franklin Park, Ill. 60131 
Filed Mar. 11, 1965, Ser. No. 438,966 

7 Claims. (Cl. 15-Z57.06) 

ABSTRACT 0F THE DISCLOSURE 

A paint receptacle which may be utilized in various 
positions, particularly -a vertical position with a roller 
type applicator, having walls forming a receptacle to 
receive paint, which is open at its upper end and is pro-à 
vided with a sidewall which extends beyond the open 
end, a drainboard inclined with respect to and extending 
across such extended sidewall in spaced relation thereto 
and provided with openings therein for the passage of 
paint therethrough when such an applicator is rolled 
thereacross to remove excess paint therefrom, the drain 
board preferably being planar, and retained in operative 
position by suitable means. 

The invention relates generally to a paint receptacle 
and more particularly to a receptacle for roller type ap 
plicators. 
The invention has among its objects the production of 

a paint receptacle which is substantially universal in usage, 
permitting the operator to carry the device on his person 
by means of a shoulder lstrap or other suitable means, 
or to support the device from a suitable object, as for 
example, the rungs of a ladder, as Well as hang the same 
from a hook, or rest the device upon a floor or other 
supporting object, either in a vertical position or in a 
horizont-al position comparable to the average paint tray 
for roller applicators. 

Another object of the invention is the production of 
such a paint receptacle, having the above advantages, 
which may be readily taken apart and cleaned, and which 
is provided with a drain member or board of novel con 
struction, which is very etlicient in use. 
Many other objects and advantages of the construction 

herein shown and described will be obvious to those skilled 
in the art from the disclosure herein set forth. 

In the drawings, wherein like reference characters 
indicate like »or corresponding parts: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a device embodying 
the present invention, with portions thereof broken away 
lto disclose details of construction; 

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of the device il 
lustrated in FIG. 1, with the receptacle disposed in a ver 
tically extending position; 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 2, illustrat 
ing how the device may be disposed -for usage in a gen 
erally horizontal position; 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the structure illustrated 

in FIG. 1 taken from the rear thereof; 
FIG. 5 is a perspective View of the novel drain board 

utilized in the invention; 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view illustrating how the de 

vice may be supported by means of a shoulder strap; 
FIG. 7 illustrates how the device may be carried by 

means ‘of a handle or bail; 
FIG. 8 il-lustrates how the device may be suppor-ted on 

a ladder; and 
FIGS. 9 and 10 illustrate how the device may be sup 

ported on a horizontal surface. 
The present invention contemplates the production of 

a paint receptacle for use with roller type applicators 
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which may be readily used when in a vertical position 
as distinguished from the usual horizontal positions nor 
mally occupied by previous tray type devices. The con 
struction, however, is such that it can also be utilized in 
a horizontal position and this may serve the function of 
the usual roller tray as well as enable a vertical usage. 

Referring to the drawings and more particularly ,to 
FIGS. 1 throu-gh 5, the embodiment of the invention il 
lustrated comprises a receptacle indicated generally by 
the reference numeral 1, having oppositely disposed side 
wa-lls 2, a pair of connecting lwalls 3 and 4, a bottom 
wall 5 and a top wall 6. The connecting wall 3, which 
may be termed the rear wall, is of considerably greater 
hei-ght than the yfront Wall 4, while the side walls 2 are 
provided with a generally rectangular shaped lower por 
tion corresponding in height to the front wal-l 4, and have 
generally »triangular shaped upper portions 2a which ex 
tend to the top wall 6, thereby forming a paint container 
or chamber at the bottom of the device which is of gen 
erally rectangular shape. 

Disposed in the receptacle 1 is a drain 'board indi 
cated generally by the numeral 7 which has a generally 
planar front wall I8 and triangularly shaped side walls 
9, whereby the drain lboard may -be positioned in the re 
ceptacle 1, as clearly illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, with 
the wall 8 inclined at an angle to the rear wall 3 of 
the receptacle. The drain board may be detachably se 
cured 'within the container by suitable means such as a 
latch member 11 which is illustrated by being pivotally 
connected with the rear wall 3, as 4for example, by means 
of a rivet or the like, whereby the latch member may 
be pivoted to permit disengagement of the drain board, 
or rotated into the position illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 
2, to prevent detachment of the drain Iboard from the 
rear Wall. 
The wall 8 of the drain board is provided with a 

plurality of openings 12a and 12b, arranged in respective 
rows, the openings -bein-g Ifor-med by stamping or other 
wise deforming the middle of the drain board out of the 
plane thereof with the deformed portions of one row 
extending in the opposite direction to the corresponding 
portions of the adjacent row, as will be clear-ly apparent 
from a reference to FIG. 2. n 

To «facilitate the support of the device, one or more 
supporting elements may be provided, the particular em 
bodiment illustrated disclosing the use of a bail or handle, 
a shoulder strap, retaining members for use on ladders 
or the like, and means for supporting the device in a 
more or lless horizontal position for use in a manner 
similar to that employed in connection with >the usual 
type roller tray. 

Referring to FIGS. l, 2 and 4, a handle or bail mem 
ber 13 of generally rectangular configuration, formed 
from heavy Wire stock or the like, is provided at its 
lower ends, as viewed in such figures, with inwardly di 
rected terminal portions 14 adapted to be disposed in 
recesses 15 opening on the outer faces of the side walls 2, 
forming sockets for the portions 14. The sockets 15y are 
preferably so formed by suitable deformation of the 
side wall material, that such sockets open only on the 
outer face of the side walls and thus will not permit 
paint to pass therethrough. 

Suitably carried by the device adjacent the upper por 
tion thereof are a pair of hook-shaped members, indicated 
generally by the member 16, illustrated in the particular 
embodiment, as having a generally E-shaped cross sec 
tion, the legs thereof extending downward as clearly ap 
parent from a reference to FIG. 2, one leg being suitably 
mounted, as for example, by soldering or spot welding 
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to the rear wall 3. The member 16 also may form at 
taching means for a strap 17, which in the embodiment 
illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2 has its ends connected with 
suitable ring members 18, through which extends the ad 
jacent portion of the hook member 16, the belt prefera 
bly being suitably formed so that it may be adjusted as 
to its length. As illustrated in FIG. 4, the member 16 
may be provided with slots 19 therein through which 
the strap ends may extend, in lieu of the rings 18. 

Referring more particularly to FIGS. 6 through l0, 
it will be apparent that the device may be manually 
supported from the shoulder by means of the strap 17, 
as illustrated in FIG. 6; may be carried by means of the 
handle or bail 13 as illustrated in FIG, 7; or may be 
supported by the bail from a stationary object. Likewise, 
the hook member 16 may be utilized to support the device 
from the rung of the ladder or the like as illustrated in 
FIG. 8. 
The device is also self-supporting, either in a vertical 

position as illustrated in FIG. 9, or in a more or less 
horizontal position as illustrated in FIG. 10. Where sup 
ported on its bottom 5, as illustrated in FIG. 9, the bail 
13 preferably is of greater length than the vertical dis 
tance from the supporting surface to its pivotal connec 
tion with the side walls 2, whereby the bail may extend 
at an angle and thus provide means for bracing the device, 
if desired, with the additional support of the user’s foot 
placed upon the transversely extending portion of the bail. 
The proportions of the hook members 16 are such that 
when the device is set in a horizontal position as illus 
trated in FIGS. 3 and 10, the members 16 form legs 
operative to support the device with the drain board 8 
in a more or less horizontal position and enabling the 
device to be utilized in a manner similar to that employed 
with the usual type roller tray. 
When utilized in the vertical position as illustrated 

in FIGS. 1 through 4, the receptacle formed at the 
botto-m -of the device by front wall 4 and adjacent posi 
tions of the remaining walls, is of a size to contain an 
adequate quantity of paint without danger of spillage or 
the like, and enables the rollers to be dipped into the 
paint supply by which the roller is moved back and forth 
several times across the drain board, which movement 
will result inthe removal of the excess paint on the 
roller. The painter thus may readily carry the device in 
any of the manners illustrated, enabling the use of a 
roller applicator while on a step ladder or in other 
locations where it is inconvenient or impossible to use 
a horizontal type tray. 
Upon completion of the painting operation the tray 

may be readily cleaned, the drain board 8 being easily 
removed to permit effective cleaning of the latter as well 
as the container. 

It will be noted from the above description that I have 
provided a simple structure which is adapted to be utilized 
in a vertical position and enabling the device to be 
utilized while carried in a vertical position. 

Changes may be made with the scope and spirit of 
the appended claims which deñne what is believed to be 
new and desired to have protected by Letters Patent. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent is: 
1. A paint receptacle for use in a vertical position with 

a roller-type applicator, comprising a paint container 
having oppositely disposed side walls, a pair of connect 
ing end walls and a bottom wall, with such container 
having an »open top end of a size to receive the roller of 
such an applicator, one of said side walls being extended 
beyond said open end, the extended portion of said side 
wall being provided with a raised peripheral edge opera 
tive to form a paint retaining wall whereby said extend 
ing side wall and said peripheral wall associated there 
with may cooperate with said end and bottom walls to 
function as a paint tray, and a _drain board inclined with 

10 

25 

30 

35 

40 

50 

55 

60 

70 

75 

respect to and extending across said extended side wall 
in spaced relation with respect thereto, with said drain 
board being spaced a greater distance from said extended 
sidewall within the paint container than adjacent the 
outer end of such sidewall and of a size to receive the 
roller of such an applicator whereby the latter may be 
rolled across said board to remove excess paint from the 
roller, said board being substantially planar and having 
openings therein for the passage of paint therethrough, 
said drainboard being provided with triangularly-shaped 
walls along its longitudinal edges. 

2. A paint receptacle for use in a vertical position 
with a roller-type applicator, comprising a paint con 
tainer having oppositely disposed side walls, a pair of 
connecting end walls and a bottom wall, with such con 
tainer |having an open top end of a size to receive the 
roller of such an applicator, one of said side walls being 
extended beyond said open end, the extended portion of 
said side wall being provided with a raised peripheral edge 
operative to form a paint retaining wall whereby said 
extending side wall and said peripheral wall associated 
therewith may cooperate with said end and bottom walls 
to function as a paint tray, a drainboard inclined with 
respect to and extending across said extended side wall 
in spaced relation with respect thereto, said drainboard 
being spaced a greater distance from said extended side 
wall within the paint container than adjacent the outer 
end of such side wall and of a size to receive the roller 
of such an applicator whereby the latter may be rolled 
across said board to remove excess paint from the roller, 
said board having openings therein for the passage of 
paint therethrough, and means carried by said device, 
cooperable with said drainboard for retaining the latter 
in operative position. 

3. A paint receptacle as defined in claim 2, wherein 
said retaining means is movable relative to said drain 
board for releasing the latter to permit removal thereof 
from the device. 

4. A paint receptacle for use in a vertical position 
with a roller type applicator, comprising a paint container 
having oppositely disposed side walls, a pair of connect 
ing end walls, and a bottom wall, with such container 
having an open top end of a size to receive the roller of 
such an applicator, said container being rectangularly 
shaped and capable of standing on its bottom end so as 
to be self-supporting, one of said side walls being extended 
beyond said open end, saidextending portions of such side 
wall being provided with a peripheral wall, formed along 
the side edges of said extending wall by portions of said 
end walls, such portions tapering toward the free end of 
said extending wall, means disposed adjacent the free 
end of said extending wall for supporting the device with 
said extending wall functioning as a tray bottom, a sub 
stantially planar drain board having triangularly shaped 
walls along its longitudinal edges, and disposed in inclined 
relation with respect to said extended side wall, with the 
lower end of said drain board disposed in said container, 
and spaced a greater distance from said extending side 
wall than the upper end thereof, said drain board having 
openings therein for the passage of paint therethrough, 
formed by portions thereof disposed in outwardly spaced 
relation from the outer face of the drain board with cer 
tain of said openings facing the inner end of the drain 
board, and other of said openings facing the outer end 
thereof, for removing excess paint from such a roller as 
the latter is rolled across the drain board. 

5. A paint receptacle as defined in claim 4, wherein 
said supporting means is hook-shaped whereby the device 
may be supported from a rigid member, such as a ladder 
rung, with such side wall extending substantially vertical, 
and a shoulder strap having its respective free ends attach 
able to said supporting means whereby the device may 
hang by said strap with such side wall extending substan 
tially vertical. 



3,351,970 
5 

6. A paint receptacle -as defined in claim 4, comprising 
a bail pivotally connected to the device on an axis extend 
ing parallel to said extended side Wall, by means of which 
the device may be supported with said extended side wall 
disposed substantially vertical, said bail being of a length 
to rest upon a supporting surface when the device is sup 
ported thereon by its bottom end, whereby said bail may 
function as a brace member therefor. 

7. A paint receptacle as defined in claim 4, comprising 
means carried by said extended side W-all cooperable with 
said drain board for retaining the same in operative posi 
tion, said retaining means being mounted for movement 
into a board-releasing position to permit removal of the 
board from the container. 

5 

10 

6 l 
References Cited 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 
415,801 11/1889 Stille _____________ __ 15-238 

2,444,096 6/1948 Faust ________ __ 15-257.06 X 

2,723,410 11/1955 Sprung et a1. ______ __ 15-26 X 

FOREIGN PATENTS 

218,030 10/ 1958 Australia. 
805,475 12/ 1958 Great Britain. 
59,360 10/ 1891 Germany. 

CHARLES A. WILLMUTH, Primary Examiner. 

L. G. vMACHLIN, Assistant Examiner. 


