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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

Boning of a strip of ?at non-elastic moderately stiff 
material having slits extending inward from one or both 
edges to form movable ?ngers, sections of said material 
being uncut and other sections being completely out out 
'to effect the desired control and, optionally, slits extend 
ing inwardly from the edges of said ?ngers. 

The present invention relates to boning and more par 
ticularly to boning which permits lateral and torsional 
movement while maintaining vertical stability. 

There are many instances in the construction of gar 
ments where a boning is needed which will provide ?rm 
vertical support yet which will have su?icient ?exibility 
to conform to the body as it stretches and changes during 
motion. This is particularly true of the boning in the 
waistband of girdles and slacks and also in the cup sup 
port of brassieres. In an effort to accomplish this, manu 
facturers have secured individual pieces of boning where 
desired. However, applying individual pieces one at a 
time is a time-consuming and expensive matter. 

It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to 
provide a boning which will meet the foregoing require 
ments. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a boning which will be a unitary piece of material 
cut to give different types of control as needed in the 
same garment. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
a boning which will be inexpensive to manufacture and 
‘simple to apply to a garment. 

Additional features and advantages of the present in 
vention will be apparent from the following description 
and drawing in which: 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of one embodiment of the hon 
ing of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a portion of the boning 

of FIG. 1 when fanned out to show ?exibility; 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary view of the waistband of a 

girdle, partially broken away, showing the application of 
the boning therein; and 
FIG. 4 is a front view of a brassiere, partially broken 

away, ‘showing the application of a second embodiment 
of the boning as applied therein. 

In essence, the present invention provides a boning 
made of an elongated strip of a non-elastic, moderately 
stiff material. The strip has two longitudinal edges and 
a plurality of transverse slits which are cut from one lon 
gitudinal edge to a point spaced from the second longitu 
dinal edge. These slits de?ne a plurality of ?ngers which 
are attached to a base portion along the second longitu 
dinal edge. The ?ngers are free to fan out from the base 
portion thus permitting lateral and torsional movement 
while maintaining vertical stability. To increase the 
?exibility of the ?ngers they may be formed with slits at 
one or both ‘side edges, in either opposed or staggered 
relationship to each other. The term “vertical” is merely 
illustrative since the strip may be disposed at any angle. 
The boning may be designed to have, within a single 
strip, areas which are uncut, offering ?rmer control, other 
areas in which ?ngers have been cut, and still others 
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which are cut out substantially completely for absence 
of control, according to the function required of the bon 
ing at each speci?c location. 

Referring now to the drawing, the boning comprises an 
elongated, generally rectangular strip of non-elastic, mod 
erately stiff material 10. The strip 10 has two longitudinal 
edges 12 and 14. A ?rst plurality of transverse slits 16 
are cut in the strip 10 from one longitudinal edge 12 to 
apertures 18 at a point spaced from the second longitudinal 
edge 14. This construction forms a plurality of primary 
?ngers 20 attached to a base portion 22 along the second 
longitudinal edge 14. i 
A plurality of shorter, secondary ?ngers 24 are simi 

larly formed. Transverse slits 26 are cut in the strip 10 
from the second longitudinal edge 14 to apertures 28 at 
a point less than one-half the width of the strip 10. The 
transverse slits 26 are positioned approximately midway 
between the ?rst plurality of transverse slits 16. Of course, 
the ?ngers need not be long and short; they may be of 
the same size. 
The boning thus constructed is free to fan out at both 

sets of ?ngers 20 and 24, as shown in FIG. 2, while re 
maining a unitary piece. The apertures 18 facilitate the 
fanning by the absence of material tending to constrict 
the strip and also act to prevent the strip from tearing 
further along the transverse slits. Obviously, the primary 
?ngers 20‘ will have a larger “spread” than the secondary 
?ngers 24. Where desired a solid portion 29 may be left 
in the strip where ?exibility is not needed and control is 
desired. Conversely, where no control is needed, the strip 
may be substantially completely out out, as at 29. 

Attached to a garment the ?ngers will fan out when 
the body is extended in action and will return to their 
original closed position when the body returns to its nor 
mal stance. The number of ?ngers privided, their length 7 
and their width, are all variable factors and may be 
decided upon depending upon the ultimate use to which 
the boning will be put. For example, in the waistband of 
a girdle, such as that illustrated in FIG. 3, the strip is 
placed so that the primary ?ngers 30 can fan out at the 
top edge 32 of the garment. A solid portion 34 of the 
strip is left uncut where there is no need for lateral ?exi 
bility and where extra vertical ‘support is required to 
prevent rollover of the waistband. The ?ngers may have 
staggered slits 36 cut in from their side edges to increase 
their ?exibility. 

Another embodiment of the invention is shown in FIG. 
4 as applied to a breast cup of a brassiere. In this case, 
the strip 40 is formed with a single plurality of primary 
?ngers 42 which have been cut from the strip by a plu 
rality of transverse slits extending from one longitudinal 
edge 44 to apertures 46 at a point ‘spaced from the second 
longitudinal edge 48. The ?ngers 42 remain attached to 
a base portion 50 along the second longitudinal edge 48. 
The strip is placed with the second longitudinal edge 48 
at the bottom of the breast cup with the ?ngers 42 free 
to mold themselves around the cup. During normal breath 
ing the ?ngers will expand and contract as needed. 
The boning can be secured to a garment by stitching 

directly through it either vertically through the center of 
the ?ngers or along their edges, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 
3. Alternatively the boning can be inserted in a previously 
prepared casing 56 which has pockets 58 arranged to re 
ceive the ?ngers 42. This method is shown in the bras 
siere in FIG. 4. After such insertion, a row of stitching 
60 may be added along the base portion 50 to keep the 
boning from falling out. The casing should be extensible 
to permit movement of the ?ngers. It may be a stretchable 
material or a non-stretch material cut on the bias. 
The boning strip is made of a semi-rigid material which 

will not be harmed by launderings. Suitable materials are 
plastic ?lms or sheeting such as polyethylene terephtha~ 
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late ?lms. The fact that it can be stitched directly to a gar 
ment or to a casing is another important factor. 

It may be seen, then, that the present invention pro 
vides a boning formed of a continuous strip of material 
which is useful for extensive insertions in many types of 
garments. The boning may be cut to form ?ngers where 
it is desirable to allow lateral and torsional movement 
of the body. The boning strip, therefore, incorporates 
versatility in a unitary construction. An important result 
is the ease with which the entire strip may be secured 
to a garment in contrast to the application of individual 
boning members. 

While vspeci?c embodiments of the invention have been 
shown and described in detail to illustrate the application 
of the invention, it will be understood that the invention 
may ‘be embodied otherwise without departing from such 
principles. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A boning comprising an elongated strip of non-elastic 

moderately stiff material having two longitudinal edges, 
said ‘strip having a ?rst area with a plurality of transverse 
slits cut therein from one longitudinal edge to a point 
spaced from the second longitudinal edge thereby to form 
a plurality of ?ngers attached to a base portion along the 
said second edge, ‘said ?ngers permitting lateral and tor 
sional movement of the ‘boning while maintaining vertical 
stability, said strip having a second area being uncut to 
give ?rmer control in that area and a third area substan 
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tially completely cut out for absence of control in that 
area. 

2. A boning as in claim 1 having a second plurality of 
transverse slits cut from the second longitudinal edge to 
a point spaced from the ?rst longitudinal edge thereby 
to form a plurality of secondary ?ngers, said ?ngers being 
free to fan out to permit lateral and torsional movement 
while maintaining vertical stability. 

3. A boning as in claim 1 in which the elongated strip 
is made of polyethylene terephthalate ?lm for stitching 
therethrough for direct application to a garment. 
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