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My invention relates to a portable drinking water foun 
tain, and more particularly to a portable drinking water 
fountain adapted to contain a plentiful supply of ice and 
a continuous supply of water furnished to it under pres 
sure to provide the propulsion means for producing the 
water bubbling action. 
There are many parts of the country where the supply 

ing of readily available ‘drinking water in cold condition 
presents many problems. In many vareas, public drinking 
water piped to homes will be at a sufficiently low tempera 
ture for drinking even during the hottest summer weather. 
‘On the contrary, in some of the very warm climates such 
as in the southwest, the water temperature in delivery 
lines may be as hot as 70 to 80 degrees Fahrenheit, particu 
larly in instances where the water is drawn from an out 
side faucet. Whether it be because of the temperature of 
the water involved or for sanitary reasons, it has been a 
common practice to supply cold water in Dewar vessels 
or specially designed buckets supported in heat-insulating 
material for the inclusion of water together with ice to 
extend the period during which drinking water may be 
kept in a cold condition. Such “pour receptacles” are fre 
quently provided with an integral cap used as a cup for 
drinking purposes, but the use of such cap or cup by a 
number of persons presents a problem in sanitation. Some 
times paper cups are provided but the use of paper cups 
results in additional problems, notably the disposal of the 
paper cups to prevent litter and the cost and bother of 
obtaining and making available when needed cups suit 
able for the intended purpose. 

I am aware that it is a common practice to provide 
fountains with suitable bubbler spouts in public locations 
and to chill the water either by means of a refrigeration 
unit or by packing coils through which the water passes 
in chipped ice. Fountains of this type are not suitable 
for private or home use nor for use by small parties in 
the backyard or patio or other places where a group of 
people having common interests may gather. 

Accordingly, it is a principal object of the present 
invention to provide a fountain for private use from which 
cold water under pressure may be delivered and prefer 
ably such a fountain in which the supply of water is re 
plenished as it is used. . 

Another object of the invention is to provide a com 
bination drinking fountain and cold-storage container 
which may be a conventional type of receptacle and which 
is readily connectable to a source of pressure for forcing 
water contained in the receptacle to and through a bub 
bler spout. 

In accordance with the preferred embodiment of my 
invention, I provide a relatively large heat-insulated recep 
tacle which may contain several trays of ice cubes taken 
from an "ordinary refrigerator and provide a cap therefor 
which is releasably attached to the container to cover 
its usual top opening. The cap is provided with an exte 
riorly threaded apertured boss for attachment of a ?tting, 
as of a water hose, to ‘deliver water to the interior of the 
container and provide pressure for forcing the water 
through a bubbler spout provided on the top surface of 
the cap. A passageway running from the container through 
the spout is normally closed by a spring-pressed valve 
,Which may be digitally operated to release water generally 
upwardly so that the Water may be drunk directly without 
the use of a cup or glass in the same manner as water is 
drunk from public fountains. Suitably also, the drainage 
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receptacle is provided in such a position that water pass 
ing through the bubbler spout and not consumed be 
projected directly into the receptacle for drainage to a 
selected area. 

Other objects and features of the invention will be ap 
parent from the following detailed description taken with 
the accompanying drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is an elevational view showing the way in which 
the device of my present invention may appear when not 
in use; 

FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view showing the portable 
bubbler fountain of the present invention as it is set up 
ready for use, such as in a home patio; 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken on the 

line 3-3 of FIG. 2 illustrating the valve mechanism by 
means of which the ?ow of water from the container is 
controlled; 

FIG. 4 is a sectional view like FIG. 3 but showing 
the parts in the position which they assume when water 
is ?owing; and 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view similar to FIG. 
2 but showing a modi?cation in the manner of delivering 
the water. 

Looking now ?rst to FIGS. 1 through 4, the device 
of my present invention includes an inner container 11 with 
a neck 12 at the top of which is an opening adapted to be 
closed by a cap indicated generally by the reference char 
acter 13 and attachable to the neck 12 by means of screw 
threads in the manner particularly shown in FIG. 2. 

Surrounding the container 11 is a housing comprising 
an upper housing portion 14 and a bottom housing portion 
16, the bottom edge of the upper housing portion 14 having 
a special groove 17, and the top edge of the bottom housing 
portion 16 having an annular rounded tongue 18, the mem 
bers 17 and 18 ‘being so constructed that when the upper 
and lower housing portions are forced together, the mem 
bers 17 and 18 will assume the position shown in FIG. 2 
with a snap action so as to lock the two housing portions 
together and form a continuous outer housing. A space 19 
between the container 11 and outer housing is adapted to 
contain a suitable heat-insulating material such as, with 
out limiting the generality, a foam plastic material which 
may, if desired, be expanded in position so as to take 
exactly the shape of the space between the container 11 
and the outer housing portion. 
To secure the housing portion in position, the neck 12 is 

provided with an annular exterior groove in which a 
compressible gasket 21 is insertable. The upper housing 
portion 14 has a generally cylindrical upper projection 22 
which engages the outside of the gasket 21 frictionally and 
the parts are held together rigidly in this manner. Other 
constructions, of course, may be provided, but I have 
found that a housing shaped and assembled in this manner 
is relatively inexpensively produced ‘and is very effective 
for the purpose. 

As already pointed out, the container 11 is adapted 
to contain a supply of ice and water under pressure. A 
suitable gasket 23 setting on top of an enlarged top portion 
of the neck 12 is compressed between the neck portion and 
the cap 13 so as to provide a ?rm seal. For introduction of 
water under pressure, or other pressure-creating medium, 
the cap 13 carries an upwardly projecting boss 24 exte 
riorly threaded to receive a suitable ?tting and having an 
opening 26 through which water under pressure may pass. 

It should be understood that an ordinary garden hose 
can, if desired, be attached to the boss 24, but preferably 
a special heat-resisting insulation is provided as shown in 
FIG. 2. Here, a special faucet 27 receives water from the 
regular house water pipe 28 and delivers the same under 
pressure controlled by a valve stem 29 to a copper tube 31 
provided with an insulating coating 32. The copper tube 
31 is provided with a ?ared ?tting 33 and a threaded 
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clamping ring 34 which is threaded onto the boss 24 to 
releasably attach the water supply to the container without 
leakage and under conditions such that even in the hottest 
weather, there will be very little heat imparted to the ‘water 
as it ?ows from the pipe 28 to the container 11. 
The cap 13 is provided with a central thickened portion 

36 through which a vertical circular uniform diameter 
passageway stands but which is provided with a top recess 
or enlargement 37 in which a coiled spring 38 may, under 
the conditions to be described, be held in compression. A 
button spout assembly includes a spout 39 and ‘a button 
41 spaced from each other together with an integral piston 
like downward projection 42 containing a passageway 43 
which also extends through the spout 39. This same assem 
bly contains an annular ?ange 44 which engages on top 
of the spring 38 and holds the spring between such annular 
projection and a shoulder formed on the central thickened 
portion of the cap. A sealing washer 46 may be ‘disposed 
in an annular exterior groove in the piston-like projection 
42‘, or as shown in the drawing, the bottom of the piston 
like projection 42 may be threaded to receive a cap nut 47 
to facilitate insertion of the ‘Washer 46 and the provision 
of a ?rm seal at this point. It should be noted that the pis 
ton~like downward projection 42 ?ts relatively snugly so 
that the possibility of seepage of water along its exterior is 
lessened. 

In its normal position, the spring 38 maintains the parts 
in the position shown in FIG. 3. Here it should be noted 
that there is a radial passageway 48 connected to the 
passageway 43, and that when the valve mechanism com 
prising the piston-like projection 42 is held upwardly, 
radial passageway 48 is maintained out of contact with a 
source of water and no water will ?ow. When, however, 
the entire assembly is digitally depressed by engaging the 
thumb or ?nger on the button 41 and pressing downwardly, 
the radial passageway 48 is brought to a position below the 
cap 13 and vwater can flow through the radial passageway 
48, into the passageway 43 and out through the bubbler 
spout 39. 
The upper housing portion 14 has a drainage receptacle 

51 forming a part of it, with a drainage spout 52 to which a 
rubber hose 53 is readily attachable. This hose may be 
led to any desired place in a patio, in a ?ower bed or in a 
grass plot for drainage. The receptacle 51 is so positioned 
that under normal pressure of about 40 pounds of water 
pressure, water passing through the bubble spout 39 will 
fail within the drainage receptacle 51. A cover 54 in the 
general shape of a cap is frictionally supported over the 
cap 13 to protect the same when not in use. It should be 
borne in mind that while the device of the present inven 
tion is preferably supplied with its own container, the cap 
13 providing the functions described may be utilized with 
any other conventional container and may be attached to 
the container as the usual closure of such container would 
be attached, namely, by threading, or by merely inserting 
it frictionally such as is done in some instances. 

It should be noted that while additional water is nor 
mally entering the container as water is drawn, the water 
within the container will remain cool for a relatively long 
period of time due to the heat diffusion of the ice. For 
this reason it is advisable to introduce a liberal supply of 
ice to the container when its use is started. In this connec 
tion it should be noted also that while normally ice cubes 
will be used, it is possible to partially ?ll the container 
with water and set the container in the freezing compart 
ment of a refrigerator to provide a mass of ice somewhat 
greater in total amount than can be obtained by the use 
of separately frozen cubes. I have found that the capacity 
of the portable bubbler of the present invention is of the 
order of ?ve to ten times that of the capacity of the same 
container it merely ?lled with cold water and the water 
poured therefrom. In this connection, it also should be 
noted that the device of the present invention may be used 
as an ordinary thermos receptacle by placing a cap on the 
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4 
boss 24 and removing it to pour water therefrom into a 
suitable paper cup or the like. 

Those skilled in the art should understand that the con 
tainer 11 may be produced in many sizes depending spe 
ci?cally on the use to which the portable drinking water 
fountain of the present invention is to be used.,If it is em 
ployed in a private home in a hot area on a patio, for ex 
ample, I have found that a good size container is one 
which will hold about three trays of ice cubes. Water may 
be passed into and through such a container for a consid 
erable period of time with a supply of cold water always 
available. Depending upon the amount of water con 
sumed, it is possible, say in two or three hours, to remove 
the cap 13, replenish the ice which is now refrozen in the 
refrigerator, and again restore the device of the present 
invention to operation. If, on the other hand, the container 
is to be taken to a position where it cannot readily be re 
plenished with ice, a somewhat larger container may be 
desired. FIG. .5 illustrates one form which the invention 
may take under such circumstances. Here the radial pas 
sageway 48 may be brought into contact with a passage 
way in the thickened portion 36 of the cap when the entire 
device is in lowered position. A tubular extension 56 ex 
tends from this opening to substantially the bottom of the 
container 11 so that all of the water in the container may 
be removed as long as there is a pressure source available. 
A cartridge 57 containing gas under pressure may be pro- . 
vided with female threads securing the cartridge over the 
boss 24 in such a way that the gas pressure in the car 
tridge 57 will place the water in the container under the 
same pressure. Many modi?cations of this arrangement 
may, of course, be used including control means for meter 
ing the gas delivered from the cartridge 57, and of course 
the gas 57 may be liqui?ed, so that its expansion into a gas 
may itself have a cooling effect on the water in the con 
tainer 11. Still another method is to have the cartridge 57 
merely ?lled with compressed air, or to employ a suitable 
handpump for providing air under pressure above the 
water so that it will continue to flow through the bubbler 
tube 39 even though it may be necessary to do away with 
the use of the continuously running water normally in 
tended for use with the device of the present invention. 
The device of my present invention has been shown in 

a preferred embodiment in the drawings, and such pre 
ferred embodiment described in detail so that those skilled 
in the art may understand the manner of practicing the 
invention. The scope of the invention, however, is de?ned 
by the claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a drinking water fountain; 
(a) an inner water container with a neck portion, and 

a top opening in said neck portion, 
(b) an outer housing spaced from said container and 

including 
(1) an upper housing portion closely engaging 

said neck, said neck having an annular recess, 
and a gasket disposed in said recess and engag 
ing said upper housing portion, and 

(2) a bottom housing portion, 
(3) annular tongue and groove portions on said 

said bottom and top housing portions respect 
fully being in pressed locking relation, 

(0) space between said container and outer housing 
provided with heat insulation material, 

(d) a cap releasably connected to the container to 
close said top opening, 

(e) a recessed threaded boss on said cap for attachment 
of a ?tting to deliver water under pressure to the con 
tainer, . 

(f) a bubbler spout secured to said cap, 
(g) a passageway between said container and spout, 
and 

(h) spring-actuated valve means normally closing said 
passageway, said valve means being digitally com 
pressible to deliver water to said bubbler spout. 
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2. In a drinking water fountain; 
(a) an inner water container with a neck portion, and 

a top opening in said neck portion, 
(b) an outer housing spaced from said container and 

including 
(1) an upper housing portion closely engaging 

said neck, said neck having an annular recess, 
and a gasket disposed in said recess and engag 
ing said upper housing portion, and 

(2) a bottom housing portion, 
(3) annular tongue and groove portions on said 
bottom and top housing portions respectfully be 
ing in pressed locking relation, 

(c) space between said container and outer housing 
provided with heat insulation material, 

(d) a cap releasably connected to the container to close 
said top opening, 

(e) a recessed threaded boss on said cap for attach 
ment of a ?tting to deliver water under pressure to 
the container, 
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(f) a bubbler spout secured to said cap, 
(g) a passageway between said container and spout, 
(h) spring-actuated valve means normally closing said 
passageway, said valve means being digitally com 
pressible to deliver water to said bubbler spout, and 

(i) means forming a part of said upper housing portion 
forming a drainage receptacle, said receptacle posi 
tioned to receive water from said bubbler spout when 
the path of such water is unobstructed. 
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