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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A display device such as an advertising sign or the like, 
in which a plastic base sheet is provided with a pressure 
sensitive adhesive on the back side thereof for mounting 
on a bumper or other surface. Removable indicia in strip 
form are provided so that separate sections thereof bear 
ing an indica or letter can be cut out and mounted on 
the base sheet by pressure sensitive adhesive which is 
provided thereon. The indica strip section may be readily 
separated from the plastic surface of the base sheet. Fur 
ther, the strip on which the indicia are printed has the 
same background coloration as the area of the base sheet 
on which the indicia are mounted so that the indicia will 
give the impression that they are printed directly on the 
mounting area of the base sheet. 

This invention relates to display devices and partic 
ularly to a sign or the like having interchangeable plates 
or other indicia. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
' display device in which at least a portion of the informa 

tion displayed on the device may be selected by the user 
and changed from time to time. 

It is still another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a display device having interchangeable numbers or 
the like in which the numbers may be selected and 
changed with a minimum of difficulty. 

It is yet another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a display device on which printed letters or the like 
may be arranged in any desired manner and which elimin 
ates the necessity for intricate cutting out of the letters to 
be displayed. 
Among other objects of the present invention is the 

provision of a display device of the above character which 
is inexpensive of manufacture, neat in appearance, reliable 
in use, resistant to weather, and adaptable to a wide varie 
ty of applications. ‘ 

These and other objects of the present invention will be 
come apparent from the following detailed description 
taken in conjunction ‘with the accompanying drawings 
wherein: ‘ 

FIGURE 1 is a plan view of a bumper sticker forming 
a part of the device of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a plan view of a printed sheet adapted to be 

used in conjunction with the bumper sticker of FIG. 1 
in forming a part of the device of the present invention 
taken along the line 3—3 thereof; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the structure illustrated 

in FIG. 2; and 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view of the structure illustrated 
FIG. 1 taken along the line 4-4 thereof. 
Referring now to the drawings, the invention is illus 

trated in the form of a bumper sticker 10 on which inter 
changeable letters or the like can be mounted. The bumper 
sticker 10 consists of a base sheet 12 made of vinyl or 
other plastic material, which has a pressure sensitive ad 
hesive 14 applied to its back side. The adhesive 14, which 
remains tacky throughout the useful life of the device, is 
protected during shipment and storage by a paper 16 
having a release coating 18 on one side thereof which is 
made from silicon or other suitable material. The coated 
paper 16 is readily removable from the sheet 12 to expose 
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the adhesive 14. The side of the vinyl sheet 12 opposite 
from the adhesive 14 is printed to de?ne various perma 
nent letters or other indicia 20 and to de?ne a background 
area 22 of a given color on which interchange letters or 
indicia are adapted to be mounted as shown in broken 
lines at 24. 

The bumper sticker 10 is designed to be distributed in 
kit form together with one or more indicia bearing sheets 
26. The sheet 26 has a background color 28 which is ?rst 
printed over all of one side of the sheet. A plurality of 
letters or other indicia 30 are then printed on the sheet 26 
over the background color 28. The letters 30 are desir 
ably arranged side by side in a straight row. The color 
28 is selected to correspond identically with the color of 
the background area 22 for a purpose to be described. 
The sheet 26 has an adhesive coating 32 on its back side 
which is protected during shipment and storage by a paper 
34 having a release coating 36. 

In order to use the bumper sticker 10 the sheet 26 is 
cut to separate a plurality of selected letters 30 from 
the remainder of the sheet, thereby enabling the user to 
make up a name or other information to be placed on 
the background area 22. It will be seen that the sheet 26 
is of an elongated con?guration and possesses a very 
short height, only slightly greater than the height of the 
letters 30. By this means a selected letter 30 can be sep 
arated from the rest of the sheet 26 by not more than two 
straight cuts with a pair of scissors. Due to the fact that 
the color 28 of the sheet 26 surrounding each letter 30 
is the same as the color of the background area 22, it will 
blend into the background area 22 and will be indis 
tinguishable from it at a distance. It is, therefore, unneces 
sary to cut out carefully around each letter 30. Rectan~ 
gular sections of the sheet 26 containing a desired letter 
30 can be cut out and affixed to the bumper sticker 10 
without any appearance of sloppiness and the letters 30 
will give the impression that they were printed directly 
on the bumper sticker 10. 

After the desired letters 30 have been cut out, that por 
tion of the paper 34 which was cut out with each letter 
is removed to expose the adhesive on the back of each 
cut-out section. Each cut-out section is pressed on to the 
background area 22 in a general arrangement as sug 
gested at 24 in FIG. 1. The letters 30 will cling to the 
bumper sticker 10 with su?icient strength to prevent any 
inadvertent dislodgment. However, the letters 30 can be 
peeled off the bumper sticker 10 and the name or other 
information displayed can be changed from time to time. 
The particular display device illustrate-d herein will be 

seen to be a novelty item, and permits the display of 
various individuals’ names in a humorous manner. It will 
be apparent, however, that the invention may be embodied 
in a variety of different display devices intended to con 
vey any desired information and used for many different 
applications. In the particular embodiment illustrated 
herein, for example, the names displayed may be changed 
frequently and the entire bumper sticker 10 can be re 
moved from one vehicle and installed on another with 
ease. Because the sheet 12 is plastic, the letters 30 very 
readily peel off of it without tending to damage the 
bumper stricker. Furthermore, the sheets 12 and 26, being 
made of plastic, are highly weather resistant and the de 
vice should enjoy a long useful life. While that portion of 
the sheet 26 shown in the drawings contains only part of 
‘the letters of the alphabet, all letters of the alphabet are 
intended to be provided to the user either on the same 
sheet 26 or on additional sheets similar to the sheet 26. 
While it will be apparent that the preferred form of 

the invention illustrated herein is well calculated to ful 
?ll the objects above stated, the invention is susceptible 
of modi?cation, variation and change without departing 
from the fair meaning or scope of the subjoined claims. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A display device including a base sheet having a 

plastic mounting surface, said mounting surface having 
a ?rst area bearing permanent printing and a second area 
of a given color which does not bear printing, a second 
sheet having one side of said given color with indicia 
printed thereon and an opposite side provided with a pres 
sure sensitive adhesive, said second sheet being of a ma 
terial that is readily cut whereby it may be cut into sec 
tions each of which contains a separate indicia and said 
sections mounted on said second area so as to lie wholly 
within said second area and give the visual impression 
that said indicia are printed on said second area. 

2. The structure set forth in claim 1 in which said 
indicia are arranged in rows and said second sheet is of a 
height less than the height of said second area and of a 

4 
height only slightly greater than said indicia whereby said 
indicia may be separated from one another by straight 
vertical cuts therebetween. 
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