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Lars Helge Valdemar Anderson, Cranston, R.I., assignor 
to Anson, Incorporated, Providence, R.I., a corpora 
tion of Rhode Island 

Filed Oct. 20, 1965, Ser. No. 498,827 
4 Claims. (Cl. 248-464) 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
An easel that may be easily assembled for use and dis 

assembled into component parts for‘ transportation. 

This invention relates to easels and more particularly 
to a brace plate provided with a plurality of folding 
legs whereby the easel may be set in an inclined posi 
tion to support display cards, and the parts may be snugly 
folded together when not in use. 
An object of the present invention is to provide simple 

and e?icient means for connecting a plurality of. pivotal 
legs with a brace plate, whereby the parts may be readily 
assembled, extended, folded into a. compact unit or dis 
assembled. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide an 

easel fabricated from metal stampings whereby the natural 
spring-like characteristics of the metal is utilized in the 
locking and unlocking of the several parts into an as 
sembled or disassembled unit. 

Other objects of the present invention will become ap 
parent in part and‘ be pointed out in part in the following 
speci?cation and claims. ‘ 

In the accompanying drawings wherein like reference 
characters refer to like parts: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view 

proved picture frame easel. 
FIGURE 2 is an exploded perspective view of the 

several parts. 
FIGURE 3 is a vertical cross sectional view taken on 

line 3—3 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 4 is a horizontal cross sectional View taken 

on line 4—4 of FIGURE 3. 
FIGURE 5 is a front elevational view of the brace 

plate and legs. _ 

FIGURE 6 is a fragmentary vertical cross sectional 
view taken on line 6——6 of FIGURE 5. 

In proceeding with this invention reference is made to 
all of the ?gures in the drawings wherein, a plurality of 
legs, illustrated as three in number, 11, 12, 13 are adapted 
to be pivotally connected. Legs 11 and 13 are, respec 
tively, provided with pivot pins 14 and 15. Leg 12 is pro 
vided with a bearing 16, and a stop pin 17. Legs 11 and 
13 are also provided with parallel and oppositely dis 
posed recesses, 18, 19, respectively. 
A U shaped sliding member, generally indicated at 

21, consists of a front 22 and oppositely disposed and 
parallel wings 23, 24. Each wing 23, 24 is provided with 
a pivoting ori?ce 25, 26, respectively, slotted at 27, 28, 
respectively, to provide an entrance slot. 
A brace plate, generally indicated by reference numeral 

30, is provided with a plurality of sleeves illustrated as 
four sleeves or sockets 31, 32, 33, 34 integrally stamped 
and formed out of the body metal 35. A plurality of 
similar ori?ces 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41 are also provided 
in body 35. A window 42 and a clearance ori?ce 43 may 
also be provided in body 35. A plurality of support pads 
illustrated as two pairs or sets of supporting pads 44, 
45 and 46, 47 are integrally formed in body 35 with pivot 
ing spaces 48, 49 provided, respectively, between pads 
44, 45 and 46, 47. 
A brace arm, generally indicated at 50, consists of a 

of the new and im 

10 
I 55' will be placed, respectively 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

ori?ces 25, 26. Front 22 will abut stop 

3,350,047 
Patented 0a; 31’, 1967 

cc 

2 
wire formed with a U shaped pivot portion 51, and. with 
two oppositely disposed and parallel arms 52, 53' pro 
vided with formed or bent ends. 54, 55,, respectively. 
The component parts of a complete easel has just been 

described. The several parts are assembled as follows: 
sliding member 21 is placed upon leg 12. Pivot portion 
51 is passed through slots 27, 28 to pivot in pivoting 

pin 17. Pivot pins 
14, 15 will engage bearing 16 so that legs 11 and 13 are 
pivotally mounted on opposite sides of leg 12. Ends 54, 

in recesses 18, 19. Brace 
plate 35 will be placed against legs 11 and 13 with pads 
44, 45 located in recess 18 with end 54 located in space 
48. In like manner and at the same time pads 46, 47 will 
be located in recess 19v with end 55 located in space 49. 
Sleeves or sockets 31, 34 will embrace leg 11. Sockets 32, 
33 willembrace leg 13. Sockets 31, 34, 32, 33 will be 
folded over so as to grip legs 11 and 13 respectively. 
Pads 44, 45 in recess 18 and pads 46, 47 in recess 19 
will prevent brace plate 35 from sliding along legs- 11, 
13 and ends 54, 55 will be pivotally held in position by 
body 35 between the respective pads. The sliding of mem 
ber 21 upon leg 12 above stop pin 17 will pivot leg 12 
against and away ‘from body 35. In away or extended 
position a display card or similar material may be at 
tached to brace plate 30 through ori?ces 36 thru 41, or a 
picture frame may be attached thereto in the following 
manner. . 

A picture frame or display shelf, generally indicated by 
reference numeral '60 consists of a body member 61 hav 
ing turned edges forming slots 62, 63. A plurality of 
sleeves illustrated‘ as four sleeves 64, 65, ‘66, 67 are in 
tegrally formed in body member 61. A U shaped slot 
70 is provided in body member 61 so as to provide a re 
silient tongue 71 having an abutment 72. 
Body 35, of brace plate 30, is tapered along opposite 

sides 73, 74 so that sides 73, 74 may be slid into remova 
bly secured position within sleeves 64, 65 and 6-6, 67, re 
spectively, with abutment located in window 42 where a 
detent action takes place due to the resiliency or spring 
action of tongue 71. The detent looks display shelf 60 
to brace plate 30. So that when leg 12 is extended edge 
78 on abutment 72 supports holding surface 79 in body 
35. 
When leg 12 is placed in folded position against body 

35, stop pin 17 will pass through clearance ori?ce 43 
to engage body member 61 and leg 12 will strike abut 
ment 72 to disengage edge 78 from holding surface 79, 
thereby allowing tapered sides 73, 74 to be slid out of 
engagement with sleeves 64, 65 and 66, 67, respectively. 
As previously described, leg 12 pivots toward body 35 

when sliding member 21 is slid along leg 12 away from 
stop pin 17. 
A cap 90 provided with indentations 91 in opposite 

sides may be placed over the top of legs 11, 12, 13 for 
decorative purposes. 
Having shown and described preferred embodiments 

of the present invention, by way of example, it should 
be realized that structural changes could be made and 
other examples given without departing from either the 
spirit or scope of this invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. An easel comprising a plurality of legs, means unit 

ing said plurality of legs in pivotal relationship, a slid 
ing member slidingly mounted upon one of said legs, a 
brace plate, means fastening said brace plate to two of 
said plurality of legs, a bracing arm, having two ends, 
pivotally mounted to said sliding member, and means 
pivotally fastening said two ends ‘to said brace plate, a 
display shelf consisting of a body member, means re 
movably securing said display shelf to said brace plate, 
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detent means between said display shelf and said brace 
plate locking said display shelf to said brace plate, and 
one of said plurality of legs pivotally engaging said de 
tent means to unlock said detent means. 

2. An easel comprising a plurality of legs, means unit 
ing said plurality of legs in pivotal relationship, a sliding 
member slidingly mounted upon one of said legs, a brace 
plate, means fastening said brace plate to two of said 
plurality of legs, a bracing arm, having two ends, pivotal 
ly mounted to said sliding member, and means pivotally 
fastening said two ends to said brace plate, said brace 
plate having a window provided with a holding surface, 
and a clearance ori?ce, a display shelf consisting of a 
body member having turned edges forming slots, a plu 
rality of sleeves, a slot in said body member providing 
a resilient tongue having an abutment an edge on said 
abutment, said brace plate having tapered opposite sides 
slidingly mounted in said plarality of sleeves to remova 
bly secure said display shelf to said brace plate, with said 
abutment located in said window and with said edge en 
gaging said holding surface, whereby in folded position 
one of said plurality of legs engages said abutment on 
said resilient tongue to move said edge away from said 
holding surface to condition said display shelf for slid 
ing movement away from said tapered opposite sides and 
with said stop pin located in said clearance ori?ce. 

3. An easel comprising a ?rst leg, a second leg, a third 
leg, means pivoting said second leg to both said ?rst leg 
and said third leg, said ?rst leg having a ?rst recess, said 
second leg having a second recess parallel and opposite 
to said ?rst recess, a sliding member consisting of a front 
and oppositely disposed parallel wings, each of said 
parallel wings having a pivoting ori?ce, said sliding mem 
ber slidingly mounted upon said second leg, a stop pin 
?xed in said second leg limiting the sliding movement of 
said sliding member, a brace plate provided with four 
sleeves, a ?rst set of supporting pads having a pivoting 
space and a second set of supporting pads having a second 
pivoting space, two of said four sleeves fastening said 
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?rst leg to said brace plate with said ?rst set of supporting 
pads located in said ?rst recess the other two of said four 
sleeves fastening said second leg to said brace plate with 
said second set of supporting pads located in said second 
recess, and a brace arm having a pivot portion, two 
parallel arms projecting from said pivot portion, each 
arm having a ‘formed end, said pivot portion pivotally 
mounted in the pivoting ori?ce in each of said parallel 
wings, and one of said formed ends pivotally located in 
said ?rst mentioned pivoting space and the other formed 
end pivotally located in said second pivoting space where 
by said second leg pivots toward and away from said 
brace plate. 

4. An easel as de?ned in claim 3, characterized by: 
said brace plate having a window provided with a holding 
surface, and a clearance ori?ce, a display shelf consisting 
of a body member having turned edges froming slots, a 
plurality of sleeves, a slot in said body member provid 
ing a resilient tongue having an abutment an edge on said 
abutment, said brace plate having tapered opposite sides, 
slidingly mounted in said plurality of sleeves to remova 
bly secure said display shelf to said brace plate, with said 
abutment located in said window and with said edge en 
gaging said holding surface, whereby in folded position 
said second leg engages said abutment on said resilient 
tongue to move said edge away from said holding sur 
face to condition said display shelf for sliding movement 
away from said tapered opposite sides and with said stop 
pin located in said clearance ori?ce. 
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