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This invention relates to index pads for storing useful 
information, which generally comprise a plurality of resil 
ient leaves, along one edge of which are overlapping index 
tabs (progressively overlapping as in roo?ng shingles) 
which permit the index pad to be opened quickly at a de 
sired leaf. 

Hitherto, it has been found that in index pads of the 
above kind, especially those with an index tab on each 
leaf, the tabs often become curled, creased and even torn 
‘because of the difficulty of separating the close-lying tabs. 
The constant ‘worrying of the tabs not only causes physical 
damage, but also results in unsightly ?nger marks and gen 
eral discolouration. 
The object of this invention is to provide an index pad 

in which the tabs may be quickly and easily separated. 
Embodiments of the invention are shown in the accom 

panyin g drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an index pad on which 

this invention may be practised; 
FIG. 2 is a further perspective view of the pad of FIG. 

1 showing the leaves raised up to reveal the base of the 
Pad; 

FIG. 3 is a side perspective view of the pad of FIG. 2; 
and 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of an index pad, the ele 
ments of which are vertically separated, showing a sec 
ond embodiment of the invention. 

Referring to FIG. 1, a stiif, planar, rectangular base 
10 supports a pad 12 of resilient leaves 13, 14, 15, 16 
and 17 (numbering upwardly from the base 10). The 
leaves may be cardboard, plastic, etc. For clarity of illus 
tration, a slight space has been left between each pair of 
leaves, although in reality, the leaves lie in ?at contact 
with one another. The leaves 13-17 are hingeably con 
nected along the edge 20 in ?xed relationship to each other 
and to the base 10 by virtue of two posts 22, extending 
upwardly from the base 10, which are received in aper 
tures 24 in the leaves 13-17. 
The leaves 13—17 may also be connected by means of 

glue, staples, etc. Along an edge 26 the leaves 13-17 have 
tabs A, B, C, D and E which protrude outwardly of the 
edge 26, and which overlie one another. Each tab projects 
beyond the next overlying tab to expose a portion of its 
upper face, and the exposed portions are adapted to 
receive indicia, for example the letters of the alphabet, 
numerals, etc. 

Because the tabs A-E lie in ?at contact with one an 
Other, they are not easily separable one from the other, 
and constant use often results in damage to the tabs as 
shown by the creasing at 28 of tab B of leaf 14. 
To permit easier separation of the tabs, a strip 30 of 

compressible material, for example sponge or foam rub 
ber, is glued or otherwise fastened to the base 10 as shown 
in FIG. 2. In FIG. 2, the strip 30 is positioned with its 
outside edge 32 approximately under the edge 26 of the 
pad 12 so that the tabs A-E overhang the strip 30. 
Any given tab may be separated from the next outward 

ly adjacent tab by the application of downward digital 
pressure on the exposed upper surface of a tab. As shown 
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in FIG. 3 pressure by a ?nger 34 on the tab C separates 
the tab C from the tab D so that the ?ngernail of the ?nger 
34 may be slid underneath the tab D. Because the strip 30 
is compressible, it deforms under the pressure of the de 
pressed tab such that the depressed tab and those beneath 
it are not subject to the kind of bending and creasing forces 
which would be encountered if the strip 30 were stiff and 
non-compressible. 
The strip 30 may also be located directly beneath the 

tabs A-E without destroying its separating function, and 
also may be of a different width from that shown in FIG. 
2. For example, the strip may have the same width as the 
pad 12, so as to completely underlie the pad 12. 

Preferably, the strip 30 shown in FIG. 2 does not ex 
tend as far as the edge 20 of the pad 12, since the strip 30 
is necessary only in the region of the tabs A-E. 

In FIG. 4 is shown a further embodiment of the in 
vention the pad 12 being vertically separated from the base 
10 to show the position of the compressible strip 36. The 
tabs A-E are located on the edge 38 of the pad 12 op 
posite the edge 20.at which the leaves 13-17 are hinge 
ably connected. The strip 36 of compressible material in 
this embodiment is placed directly beneath the tabs A-E 
although the strip 36 could also be positioned inwardly 
of the tabs A-E. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. An index device for storing information comprising 

a base supporting above it a pad of resilient leaves hav 
ing aligned edges, the leaves being hingedly connected to 
each other and to the base along one edge of the pad, at 
least some of the leaves having overlapping tabs protrud 
ing outwardly from another edge of the pad, said tabs 
overlying one another and some tabs projecting beyond the 
next overlying tab to expose a portion of their upper faces, 
said exposed portions being adapted to receive indicia 
thereon, a strip of compressible material ?xed ‘between the 
base and the pad 50 as to support the tabs in spaced rela 
tlonship to the base, the strip of compressible material 
being deformable by the application of downward digital 
pressure on the exposed upper surface of a tab, so that 
the tab may be separated from its next overlying tab. 

2. An index device as claimed in claim 1 in which the 
pad is rectangular, the edge of the pad from which the 
tabs protrude being adjacent the edge at which the leaves 
are hingeably connected. 

3. An index device as claimed in claim 1 in which the 
pad is rectangular, the edge of the pad from which the tabs 
protrude being opposite the edge at which the leaves are 
hingeably connected. 

‘4. An index device as claimed in claim 1 in which the 
strip of compressible material extends beneath the pad 
parallel to and adjacent the edge from which the tabs pro 
trude. 

5. An index device as claimed in claim 1 in which the 
strip of compressible material underlies the tabs. 
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