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ABSTRACT 0F THE DTSCLQSURE 

A headrest is constructed of foam rubber with a recess 
on the top surface to receive the head of a patient. A 
U-shaped section of metal tubing is so dimensioned that 
the ends thereof will slide int-o receptacles embedded in 
the headrest, thereby forming an anesthesia screen over 
the head of the patient. 

The present invention relates to a headrest for eye 
surgery. 

Positioning the patient for eye surgery is particularly 
critical because lengthy procedures are often done under 
local anesthesia. Aside from the obvious need to secure 
the patient’s head so that inadvertent motion will not 
shift the operative ?eld, especially When the Operating 
microscope is being used, it is also imperative that the 
patient be comfortable to avert postoperative nausea be 
lieved to be related to fear and discomfort experienced 
preoperatively or during a procedure. 
At surgery, the head must be immobilized so that no 

motion is possible to interfere with the meticulous sur 
gery; the patient must be able to breathe easily, and the 
surgeon must be ‘able to work comfortably without fear 
of leaning on the patient’s face. 
The headrest of the present invention is preferably 

manufactured ‘from a block of four inch foam rubber or 
some similar porous and resilient material and its con 
struction will be readily understood ‘by referring to the 
drawings in which: 

IGURE I is a perspective view of the headrest With 
an anesthesia screen in position. 
FIG. 2 is a detailed perspective view of the anesthesia 

screen. 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the head-rest with the 
anesthesia screen and a drape partially in section to 
show the position of the patient. 
The block of foam rubber or other resilent material 11 

of which the headrest is constructed preferably measures 
about 16 inches in length and 10 inches in Width. As indi 
cated above the headrest may be 4 or more inches in 
thickness. A recess 12 measuring about 4 inches by 8 
inches is centrally located on the top surface of the head 
rest and extends from the lower edge thereof, The depth 
of this recess is about 21/2 inches. 
The anesthesia screen ‘and its support, 'best illustrated 

in FIG. 2, is constructed of two braces 13 and 14 welded 
or soldered at the points 15 and 16 to the U-shaped sec 
tion of metal tubing 17. The ends 18 and 19 of this 
tubing are ?ared to receive the anesthesia screen 20. The 
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2 
screen 20 is formed of ‘0716" metal rod approximately 25 
inches in length and formed as shown in FIG. 2 with the 
ends 21 and 22 thereof spaced to be received by the ?ared 
ends 18 and 19 of the tubing 17. 

In assembling the headrest, the ends 18 and 19 of the 
tubing 17 are forced through the headrest 11 to emerge 
about 1 inch from the lower edge and about 2 inches on 
either side of the recess 12. The braces 13 and 14 ?t 
?ush ‘against the bottom edge of the headrest and may, if 
desired, be fastened thereto with a quick-setting cement, 
or with adhesive tape. Adhesive tape may also be applied 
to the top edge of the headrest around the openings 23 
and 24 through which the tubing ends protrude. The as 
sembled unit is preferably encased in conductive sheet 
rubber to allow use of the headrest in the hazardous area 
should combustive anesthetic agents be used. 
When the patient’s head is positioned in the recess 12 

of the headrest, as illustrated in FIG. 3, there is adequate 
clearance between the screen 20 and the patient’s nose 
for easy breathing and manipulation by the anesthesiolo 
gist, if necessary. 
When the ?eld is draped, the ?at surfaces of the pillow 

can be used as handrests for the surgeon or as instrument 
?elds. 

Experience has shown that although the head is usually 
positioned squarely in the hollow, it can be rotated to 
either side without losing the stable position or interfering 
with the patient’s respirations. 

Having thus described the invention, what is claimed as 
new 1s: 

1. In a headrest for surgery the combination of: 
a generally rectangular block of resilient material, the 

top surface of which is provided with a recess to re 
ceive and support the head of a patient; 

a U-shaped tubular section the ends of which protrude 
through said rectangular block on each side of said 
recess and the base of which is ?ush against the bot 
tom surface of said block; and, 

a U-shaped member designed to support a drape above 
the head of the patient, the ends of said U-shaped 
member being in registry with and received by said 
tubular section. 

2. The headrest of claim 1 wherein the base of said 
tubular section is held ?ush against the bottom surface 

“ of said block by brackets. 

3. The headrest of claim 1, the rectangular block of 
which is encased in conductive sheet rubber. 
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