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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
This invention relates to a label storage and dispensing 

package comprising an elongate, ?at, rectangular en— 
velope having a closed end and an open end, a plurality 
of elongate, ?at, rectangular label strips stacked on each 
other in facewise relation and slida‘bly mounted in said 
envelope for removal from its open end, each label strip 
including a plurality of labels arranged successively along 
the length of the strip, each label strip comprising a back 
ing strip of material having a lower adhesion surface and 
each of said labels having a pressure sensitive adhesive 
coating removably securing it to said backing strip, and 
an elongate, ?at, rectangular ‘draw strip having an inner 
end and an outer end, the outer end of said strip having 
'a- ?nger grip portion and the inner end of said draw strip 
being provided wit-h a pocket to receive the inner end 
ofiat least one of said label strips to cause said label strip 
to move in unison with said draw strip. The face of the 
draw strip confronting the overlying label strip has an 
area coated with a pressure sensitive adhesive to contact 
the back of the label strip and removably retain said 
label strip in aligned relation with said draw strip during 
removal and re-insertion. The coated area on said draw 
strip may comprise at least one spot of adhesive at the 
inner end of said draw strip or a plurality of space lines 
of adhesive extending along the major portion of the 
length of the draw strip. ‘ 

:- This invention lies in the ?eld of storage and dispensing 
packages for adhesive labels and is directed particularly‘ 
to a novel pack-age which prevents loss and damage to such 
‘labels when mailed in small quantities, as in ordinary mail 
ing envelopes, as well as providing a more convenient 
and practical means for carrying and dispensing them in 
normal use. 

- At the present time there is a very large market for 
personal use labels such as address labels and novelty 
messages. Since these labels are quite small, frequently 
about one half inch by two inches, and orders are usually 
only for a few hundred at a time, it is common practice 
to pack them in small plastic boxes about the size of a 
box of safety matches. A box of this kind is normally 
placed in an envelope and sent through the mail. 

J As is well known, third class mail and parcel post are 
handled rather roughly and many of the plastic boxes 
contained in the envelopes are cracked or broken in transit. 
This is partially overcome by the use of tougher and 
more ?exible boxes but this adds undesirable cost to an 
article which must be sold in a very competitive market. 
Even with this added protection, another difficulty arises. 
Frequently an edge or corner of a heavy package is forced 
against an unsupported area of the envelope close to the 
enclosed box. As ‘a result the envelope is torn and the 
box slides out and is lost, so that the customer receives 
only an empty torn envelope. 

I The present invention overcomes all of the difficulties 
mentioned above and provides a more useful and desirable 
péackage than the previous types even when they are un 
damaged. Instead of stacking the entire quantity of labels 
hack to back to make :a package which is thick enough to 
cause the damage and loss mentioned above, the labels are 
made up into label strips each ‘including a plurality of 
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labels, preferably though not necessarily about ten to a 
strip. The labels are arranged with their long edges ad 
jacent so that a complete strip is about two inches wide 
and four to ?ve inches long. ‘If the labels are backed with 
moisture type adhesive they form an integral strip with 
tear lines between labels. However, the preferred label at 
the present time is provided with a pressure sensitive ad 
hesive backing. These labels are mounted on a separate 
Ibacking strip having a low-adhesive surface so that they 
may be readily removed when desired without destroying 
the effectiveness of the adhesive, and are slightly spaced 
apart lengthwise of the backing strip. 
The label strips so constituted are quite ?exible in and 

of themselves, and a stack of strips comprising several 
hundred labels is just as ?exible because: each strip is 
free to bend individually. Such a stack, with all the strips 
the same size and shape, is placed in a ?lat rectangular 
envelope of plastic sheet material which is equally ?exible. 
The envelope remains open at one end for ready with 
drawal of the label strips. The package is completed by 
the provision of a draw strip of the same general size 

‘ and shape as the label strips and provided at its inner 
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end with a pocket formed by a folded over extension ?ap. 
The stack of label strips is laid over the draw strip with 
the inner ends of the label strips seated in the pocket, 
and the assembly is then slid into place in the envelope. 
When it is desired to detach one or more labels for use, 

the draw strip, which has a ?nger grip portion at its outer 
end, is gripped and pulled far enough out of the envelope 
to expose the desired number of labels on the top strip. 
The label strips move out in unison with the draw strip 
because their ends are seated in the pocket. When the de 
sired label or labels have been detached, the draw strip 
is fully reinserted in the envelope and the label strips 
return with it to be fully enclosed and protected. The 
draw strip may beused to carry only a single overlying 
label strip, with all of the other label strips underlying the 
draw strip. With this arrangement only the label strip to 
be used is withdrawn. Furthermore, with this arrange 
ment, the face of the draw strip which confronts the over 
lying l-a'bel strip is preferably provided with one or more 
spats or lines of pressure sensitive adhesive to contact 
the back of the label strip and removably retain it in its 
assembled relation for ease of handling. 
The complete package described above is larger in area 

but much thinner than the plastic box which it replaces. 
The lack of any signi?cant bulge in the mailing envelope 
eliminates the tearing which was experienced with the 
boxes, and the ?exibility of the package allows the mail 
ing envelope to conform to other parcels rather than re 
sist and be damaged. The shape, thinness, and ?exibility 
of the total package allows it to conform readily to vari 
ous shaped containers, and hence it can be carried con 
veniently in a lady’s purse, a man’s inner coat pockets, 
or his business wallet. 

Various other advantages and features of novelty will 
become apparent as the description proceeds in con 
junction with the accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the complete stor 

age and dispensing package of this invention; 
‘ FIGURE 2 is a sectional view taken on line 2-2 of 
FIGURE 1; 
.FIGURE 3 is a sectional 

FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of the package in its 

alternate arrangement; 
' FIGURE 5 is a plan view of the draw strip with adhe 

and 
FIGURE 6 is a view similar to FIGURE 5, showing a 

different arrangement of the adhesive coating. 
The complete package, as best seen in FIGURE 1, 

view taken on line 3-3 of 

‘ comprises an envelope 10, a draw strip 12, and a plurality 



3,347,361 
3 

of label strips 14, the assembly of draw strip 12 and label 
strip 14 being slidably received within the envelope ‘10. 
Each label strip 14 is elongate, ?at, and rectangular as 
shown and includes a plurality of small labels which are 
arranged to extend laterally of the length of the strip 
with their long edges adjacent to each other. When the 
labels are provided with a moisture type adhesive they 
are normally in the ‘form of an integral strip of material 
with tear lines between the labels. However, the presently 
preferred form of label is provided with a pressure sensi 
tive adhesive and, as shown in the drawing a plurality of 
such labels 16 are mounted on a backing strip 18 with a 
very small space 29 between the long edges of adjacent 
labels. The backing strip 18 has a low-adhesion surface 
so that the labels 16 may be easily detached without de 
stroying their adhesive character. 
Draw strip 12 includes an elongate, ?at, rectangular 

section 22 and a rectangular integral extension 24 bent 
back as a ?ap at 26 to overlie the inner end of section 22 
and form therewith a pocket 28 to receive the inner ends 
of one or more label strips 14. 

Envelope 10 is made from a sheet of thin, transparent, 
?exible plastic material bent back on itself at 30 and 
bonded along edges 32 to form a ?at rectangular sheath 
just large enough to freely receive a draw strip and a 
stack of label strips so that they may readily slide in and 
out. 

In practice, a stack of ?ve or ten, or more, label strips 
14 is laid on the confronting face of the draw strip 12, 
and ?ap 24 is folded over their inner ends to form a 
pocket to hold them in ?xed relation to the draw strips. 
The assembly is now slid into the envelope which encloses 
and protects the labels until the time of use, It will be 
noted that the draw strip section 22 is somewhat longer 
than the label strips to provide a ?nger grip portion 34 
at the outer end of the draw strip. The envelope is as 
long as the total length of section 22 and is provided 
with cutouts 36 to permit grasping portion 34 when the 
draw strip is fully seated. 
When it is desired to detach one or more labels, portion 

34 is gripped between the thumb and fore?nger and the 
draw strip is withdrawn from the envelope to the extent 
necessary to expose the desired number of labels 16. 
The labels are readily peeled off and the draw strip is re 
inserted to its full extent in the envelope by pushing on 
the edge of portion 34. Although the draw strip is gen 
erally ?exible it has su?icient rigidity for this operation. 
Since the label strips have their inner ends seated in 
pocket 28 they automatically return within the envelope 
in unison with the draw strip. 

It will be seen that the entire package is quite thin 
so that it can be placed in a mailing envelope without pro 
ducing s-u?icient bulge to produce tearing of the mailing 
envelope under crushing loads. Morever, it occupies a 
major portion of the length and width of the mailing en 
velope so that the likelihood of being lost therefrom even 
though the latter is torn from some other cause is ren— 
dered practically nil. In addition, the toughness of the 
plastic material of envelope 10 serves as an internal rein— 
forcement for the mailing envelope. 

Since the package is thin and ?exible it may be readily 
carried in a purse, wallet, or pocket and Will conform 
readily to any changes in shape which may occur. Since 
the envelope 10 is transparent, the quantity and condi 
tion of the label strips can ‘be readily determined at a 
glance without removing them from the envelope for 
inspection. 

In the modi?cation illustrated in FIGURE 4 it will be 
seen that only a single label strip '14 overlies the draw 
strip 12 and it is seated in pocket 28. All of the other 
label strips underlie the draw strip. Consequently, when 
the draw strip 14 is withdrawn as shown, only the one 
label strip moves with it. The others remaining com 
pletely enclosed within the envelope. This protects them 
from a great deal of wear and tear prior to the time 
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when they are to be used. It is also more convenient for 
the user who prefers to tear off the portion of the back 
ing strip 18 which carries the ‘label which he proposes to 
use because he does not have to segregate the one strip 
to avoid tearing off more labels than he wants. 

In order to maintain the single label strip in alignment 
wit-h the draw strip and prevent it from slipping out of 
the pocket, a further improvement consists in providing 
one or more areas of pressure sensitive adhesive on the 
confronting face of the draw strip. In one form, a pair of 
dots 38 of such adhesive are placed as shown in FIGURE 
5 to contact and removably secure the inner end of the 
label strip. This adhesive may have lower holding power 
than the adhesive used on the labels themselves since it 
merely has to resist very minor shear loads. When it is 
desired to restrain the major portion of the length of the 
label strip, the adhesive is laid in one or more lines 40 
as shown in FIGURE 6, which extend throughout the 
major portion of the length of the draw strip section 22. 
In order to prevent ?ap 24 from adhering too highly to the 
adhesive areas if it is folded into overlying position with 
no label strip present, the confronting face of the ?ap is 
provided wit-h a low-adhesion surface 42. 

It will be seen from the foregoing disclosure and dis 
cussion that the present invention overcomes the various 
difficulties previously experienved in packaging and ship 
ping labels, particularly in small sizes and small quantities. 
In addition it provides a neat and simple package which in 
sures safety in mailing and ease and convenience in carry 
ing and using. 

It ‘will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various 
changes may be made in the construction and arrange 
ment of parts as disclosed without departing from the 
spirit of the invention, and it is intended that all such 
changes shall be embraced within the scope of the fol 
lowing claims. 

I claim: 
1. A label storage and dispensing package, comprising: 

an elongate, ?at, rectangular envelope having a closed end 
and an open end; said envelope being formed of a ?exible 
plastic sheet material to enable the envelope and its con 
tents to conform readily to variations in the shapes of con— 
tainers in which it may be stored; said envelope having at 
least a transparent portion to enable ascertainment of the 
qauntity and condition of the remaining label strips with 
out removal from the envelope; a plurality of elongate, 
?at, rectangular label strips stacked on each other in face— 
Wise relation and slidably mounted in said envelope for re 
moval from its open end; each label strip including a plu 
rality of labels arranged successively along the length of 
said strip and adapted to be individually removed from 
the balance of the labels in said strip; each label strip com 
prising a backing strip of material having a low adhesion 
surface and each of said labels having a pressure-sensitive 
adhesive coating removably securing it to said backing 
strip; and an elongate, ?at, rectangular draw strip having 
an inner end and an outer end; the outer end of said draw 
strip having a ?nger grip portion and the inner end of said 
draw strip being provided with a pocket to receive the in 
ner end of at least one of said label strips to cause said 
label strip to move in unison with said draw strip; the face 
of said draw strip confronting the overlying label strip 
having an area coated with pressure sensitive adhesive to 
contact the back of said label strip and removably retain 
said label strip in aligned relation with said draw strip dur 
ing removal and reinsertion; said draw strip being adapted 
to be withdrawn from said envelope to any desired extent 
to make successive labels available for manual separa 
tion from the remainder of the labels in the label strips; 
and said draw strip being adapted to be fully re-inserted 
in said envelope together with the label strip to house 
and protect the remaining labels in said strip; said draw 
strip being su?iciently longer than the label strips to permit 
gripping the ?nger grip portion thereof separately to with 
draw the draw strip together ‘with the overlying label‘ 
strip seated in the pocket. 
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2. A draw strip as claimed in claim 1; said coated area 
including a plurality of spaced lines of adhesive extending 
along the major portion of the length of said draw strip. 

3. A draw strip as claimed in claim 1; said coated area 
including at least one spot of adhesive at the inner end of 
said draw strip. 

4. A draw strip as claimed in claim 1; the face of said 
?ap confronting the adhesive coated area having a low 
adhesion surface to enable ready displacement of said ?ap. 
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