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The present invention relates generally to a new and 
improved trayand more speci?cally, to a tray adapted to 
be mounted between a pair of spaced rails or the like. 
While not so limited in its use, the tray constructed in 
accordance with the teachings of the present invention 
?nds particular advantageous utilization as a hospital 
bed tray. . 

Various bed trays are presently available for use in 
hospitals. However, such bed trays are not readily adapt 

. able for utilization in conjunction with hospital beds 
having side rails which are provided to prevent the oc 
cupant of the bed from falling out of the bed. Moreover, 
such hospital bed trays are not readily adaptable for use 
by patients in hospital wards, wherein such beds with 
side rails are commonly utilized. Consequently, it has been 
desirable to provide a bed tray adapted to be mounted 
between a pair of spaced rails, such as the side rails of 
a hospital bed, and adapted for utilization by a patient. 
A primary object of the present invention is to provide 

a new and improved tray. More speci?cally, an object is to 
provide a new and improved tray adapted to be mounted 
between a pair of spaced rails or the like. A related ob 
ject is to provide a new and improved hospital bed tray 
adapted for mounting between the side rails of a bed. 
_ A further object of the present invention is to provide 
a new and improved tray for mounting between the side 
rails ofa hospital bed which is particularly adapted for 
use by a patient. In this latter connection, it is an object 
to provide such a tray which is adapted to be linked to 
the side rails of a bed to prevent inadvertent spilling or 
removal of the tray. 
An additional object of the present invention is to 

provide a new and improved reversible tray. An allied 
object is to provide'a reversible tray having one surface 
which is substantially ?at, so that it may be utilized for 
writing letters or the like, and having a second surface 
with raised edges, so that it may be utilized for support 
ing food trays or the like. 
A general object of the present invention is to provide 

a new and improved tray characterized in its simplicity, 
economy and ease of mounting. Another .general object is 
to provide a new and improved reversible tray character 
ized inits simplicity, economy and ease of mounting. 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention 
will become apparent upon reading the attached detailed 
description taken in conjunction with the drawing. 

In one form of the invention, a tray is provided which 
is adapted to be mounted between a pair of spaced rails 
or the like. The tray includes a main body portion and 
has means extending outwardly of the main body portion, 
on opposite sides thereof, which are adapted to link the 
main body portion between the rails. Additionally, means 
are provided for resiliently connecting together the link 
ing means on opposite sides of the main body portion 
through the main body portion so that the linking means 
may be moved outwardly away from the main body por 
tion against the force of the resilient means into linking 
relationship with the rails and so that the linking means 
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are urged inwardly toward the main body portion into 
secure linking relationship with the rails. The main body 
portion of the tray may be in the form of a rectangular 
parallelepiped having one open face so that a reversible 
tray is provided having a ?rst surface which is ?at and 
having a second surface which has raised or upstanding 
edges. 
For the purpose of providing a detailed description, 

of the tray constructed in accordance with the teachings 
of’ the present invention, reference will now be made to 
the drawing wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a reversible tray con 
structed in accordance with the teachings of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken substantially along 
line 2—2 in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the tray shown in FIG. 

1 in its reversed condition; and 
FIG. 4 is a top elevational view illustrating the tray of 

FIGS. 1-3 in linking relationship with a pair of spaced 
rails. 

Referring now to the drawing, a reversible tray 10 con 
structed ‘in accordance with the teachings of the present 
invention is shown which is adapted to be mounted be 
tween a pair of spaced rails or the like. The tray 10 in 
cludes a main body portion 12 which is suitably mounted, 
such as by welding, between a pair of extended support 
members or brackets 14 so that portions of the support 
members extend outwardly of the main body portion on 
opposite sides thereof. In other words, the support mem 
bers 14 function to provide outwardly extending support 
ing arms or legs for the main body portion 12. . 

In the exemplary arrangement, the main body portion 
‘12’ is in the ‘form of a rectangular parallelepiped having 
one open face. Consequently, when the tray 10 is mounted 
in the position shown in FIG. 1, the main body portion 
12 provides a surface 12a ‘having upstanding or raised 
edges 1211. More‘ speci?cally, the main body portion 12 
de?nes an open top rectangular box, when mounted in 
this position. On the other hand, when the tray 10 is 
mounted in the position shown in FIG. 3, i.e., when the 
tray is reversed, the main body portion de?nes a substan 
tially ?at surface 120. It will be readily apparent that the 
main body portion 12 may take any desired form and the 
exemplary main body portion 12 is merely illustrative of 
one form thereof. 

While in the exemplary arrangement, the support mem 
bers 14 and the main body portion 12 are formed sep 
arately, it will be apparent that they may be integrally 
formed as a composite main body portion. Additionally, 
it will be apparent that the main body portion 12 may be 
formed to extend the length of the support members 14, 
rather than only extending a portion of the length 
thereof, as shown in the exemplary arrangement. 

In keeping with the present invention, means are pro 
vided which extend outwardly of the support members 
14 and are adapted to link the support members and the 
main body portion 12 to spaced rails, such as the side 
rails of a hospital bed. In the exemplary arrangement, 
hook members 16 are provided for this purpose. As may 
be seen by reference to FIG. 2, the support members 14 
are in the form of hollow members having rectangular 
cross sections, and the hook members 16 have straight 
body portions 16a which extend within the hollow por 
tions of the support members. Cap members 18 are pro 
vided for capping the ends of the support members 14. 
The cap members 18 are provided with apertures which 
accommodate the main body portions 16a of the hook 
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members 16, and the caps prevent the withdrawal of the 
hooks 16 from the support members 14, due to the provi 
sion of eyelets 16b at the ends of the main body portions 
16a of the hook members. 

In further keeping with the present invention, resilient 
means, associated with the support members, are pro 
vided for allowing the hook members 16 to be moved 
outwardly away from the support members against the 
force of the resilient means and for urging the hook 
members inwardly toward the support members. More 
speci?cally, in the exemplary arrangement, resilient means 
are provided for connecting together the hook members 
16., provided at opposite ends of the support members 14, 
through the support members so that the hook members 
may be moved outwardly against the force of the resilient 
means into hooking or linking relationship with selected 
spaced rails. The resilient means thereafter urges the 
hook members 16 toward the support members 14 so that 
the hook members are maintained in secure linking rela 
tionship with the rails. In the exemplary arrangement a 
spring member 20 is connected between the eyelets 16b 
of the hook members 16 provided at opposite ends of a 
support member 14. Thus, it will be apparent that a 
hook member 16 may readily be pulled outwardly away 
from the associated support member 14 against the force 
of the associated spring member 20 and, upon release 
thereof, the spring member 20 functions to urge the hook 
members 16 back toward the positions shown in FIG. 2. 

In the mounting of the tray 10 between a pair of spaced 
rails 22 (see FIG. 4), such as the side rails of a hospital 
bed, the hook members 16 are pulled outwardly away 
from the associated support members 14 and are hooked 
or linked around the rails 22. When the hook members 16 
are thereafter released, the springs 20 within the support 
members 14 function to draw the hook members inwardly 
into secure hooking or linking relationship with the rails 
22 so that the tray is securely mounted between the rails. 
To thereafter remove the tray 10, the hook members 16 
are pulled outwardly away‘ from the rails 22, against the 
force of the spring member 20, until the hook members 
are free of the rails. 

Thus, a new and improved tray has been provided 
which may be readily mounted between a pair of spaced 
rails, such as the side rails of a hospital bed. Additionally, 
it will be apparent that the tray 10 may readily be re 
versed. When the tray is mounted between the rails 22 
in the position shown in FIG. 1, the hook members 16 
hang downwardly as shown in FIG. 1 since the hook 
members 16 and the spring members 20 are freely rotata 
ble within the support members 14. Consequently, the 
hook members engage the tops of the rails 22 and hook 
downwardly around the rails. If the tray 10 is mounted 
between the rails in the reversed position shown in FIG. 3, 
the hook members 16 again hang downwardly so that 
the tops of the rails 22 are engaged by the hooks and the 
hooks extend downwardly therearound. Consequently, the 
disclosed tray 10 may be mounted in the position shown 
in FIG. 3 to provide a ?at surface suitable for writing 
letters or the like. Alternatively, the tray may be reverse 
mounted, as shown in FIG. 1, to provide an open top 
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box-like arrangement suitable for the receipt of food trays 
or the like. In this latter position, the upstanding sides 
or edges 12b will prevent the food tray or the like from 
being readily and inadvertently pushed or knocked 011 
the tray 10. 
Due to the utilization of the hook members 16 for 

linking or hooking the tray 10 to the rails 22, the tray 
may not be inadvertently removed or knocked over. This 
is true since the hook members 16 extend around the rails. 
Consequently, the hook members 16 must be pulled out 
wardly away from the support members 14 and thus away 
from the rails 22, against the force of the spring mem 
bers 20, to remove the tray 10. For the purpose of pre 
venting the tray 10 from ‘being readily slid along the rails 
22 and thus for preventing the spilling of objects posi 
tioned on the tray 10, the hook members 16 may be pro 
vided with rubber gripping pads 24 (FIG. 2) or the like 
for engaging the ‘rails. 

Finally, for the purpose of preventing the hooks 16 
and the springs 20 from rattling within the support mem 
bers 14, the support members may be provided with non 
metallic tube liners 26 formed of a material such as 
plastic (see FIG. 2). 

In view of the foregoing, it will be apparent that a 
new and improved tray has been provided which is par 
ticuarly suited for use in hospitals and hospital wards. 
What is claimed is: 
In a reversible tray adapted to be mounted between a 

pair of spaced rails or the like. the combination which 
comprises a pair of extended support members disposed 
in spaced relationship, a main body portion mounted on 
the support members, the main body portion being in 
the form of a rectangular parallelepiped having one open 
face which de?nes a ?at surface when the tray is mounted 
in one position and de?nes a surface with raised edges 
when the tray is mounted in the reverse position, means 
extending outwardly of the ends of the support members 
and adapted to link the support members and the main 
body portion to the rails, and means for resiliently con 
necting together linking means on opposite ends of the 
support members through the support members so that 
the linking means may be moved outwardly away from 
the support members against the force of the resilient 
means into linking relationship with the rails and so that 
the linking means are urged inwardly toward the support 
members. 
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