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This invention relates to a connector for shoe laces 
and one of its objects is to provide a device with which 
shoe laces may be neatly secured when tightened through 
the lacing eyelets of the shoe, so that the laces will not 
become loose or untied after walking or running, and the 
tied ends of the laces will always appear neat and at 
tractive. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a disc 

lace keeper having holes to receive the lace ends and 
slots extending to the edge of the keeper to permit of 
quick and easy insertion of the lace tips in these receiving 
holes. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a lace 

end keeper having a hard center of plastic material or 
porcelain, and a spring lever which extends across the 
keeper and maintains tension against the lace ends so 
that they will retain their initial position in the lace keep 
er, the latter being provided with receiving holes to sep 
arate and hold the lace ends in place. 
With the above and other objects in view the invention 

relates to certain new and useful constructions, combina 
tions and arrangements of parts, clearly described in the 
following speci?cation of the accompanying drawings, 
which shows the construction of m-y'invention; and in 
which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a shoe, showing my 
invention applied to control the laces. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the lace keeper show~ 
ing the lace control holes and the entrance slots thereof. 
FIG. 3 is a plan view of the keeper. 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view thereof, partly in elevation. 
FIG. 5 is a top plan view of the lace keeper. 
FIG. 6 is a detail perspective view of the keeper. 
FIG. 7 is a detail edge view of the keeper, showing 

the lace ends extended through the keeper. 
FIG. 8 is another similar view of the keeper. 
FIG. 9 is a third similar view of the keeper, showing 

a bow knot tied over the keeper. 
FIG. 10 is a detailed perspective view of a spring clutch 

for the lace ends. 
FIG. 11 is a top plan view of the keeper, showing the 

use of a pivoted spring clamping lever and its latch. 
FIG. 12 is a detail side view thereof, showing the end 

of the spring lever engaged with the latch in a restrained 
relation to the keeper and the lace ends disposed on the 
keeper. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings which show 
the practical embodiment of my invention, 10 designates 
a shoe of conventional construction, having an upper 
provided with a right wing 10a and a left wing 10b, each 
wing being equipped with lacing eyelets 11, suitably se 
cured thereto in spaced relation to each other. As is well 
known, the ?exible ‘fabric or other laces 12 are threaded 
through the eyelets and secured by a bow or other type 
of knot, and frequently become loose after the user walks 
or runs, and the laces will then often depend from the 
uppers and result in accidents to the shoe wearer, besides 
giving an unattractive appearance to the wearer. 
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To control the lace ends I provide a circular keeper 

14, with two lace receiving through holes 14a and 14b, 
which are spaced apart from each other in the central 
portion of the keeper. This keeper may be made of porce 
lain, hard plastic or other wear resisting material which 
is commonly used for buttons and the like, and is formed 
with entrance slots 15 and 16, leading from the edge of 
the circular keeper to the holes 14:: and 14b, so that 
quick insertion of the lace ends is made possible. 
A metal rim 17 may be ?tted 011 the keeper disc 14, 

and secured thereto in any manner found best for the 
purpose, and for this purpose this metal rim may be 
formed with an L-shaped edge portion 17, which may be 
folded over the edges of the disc 14. 
A lever arm 18, preferably of spring metal, is pivoted 

by the pin or rivet 19 to the lace keeper 14, and extends 
across the keeper and the protecting metal ring or rim 
17, and is formed with a downwardly bent forward end 
portion 18a, which is disposed against the edge of the 
metal rim or ring and is adapted to be moved under the 
latch ?nger 20, formed on the metal rim or ring. 

This spring lever is moved to latching position over 
the how knot 21, which is formed with the lace ends over 
the keeper, as shown in FIG. 9. 
The spring lever holds the lace ends against the keeper 

and the keeper provides a ‘base for clamping the lace ends 
in place, so that walking or running or other movements 
of the feet and legs will not have a loosening action on 
the lace knot, and the shoe will retain its dress appear 
ance throughout the time it is worn. To untie the laces, 
the spring lever is shifted from latched position and the 
lace knot is slipped in the usual manner, and the keeper 
is withdrawn from its connection with the lace ends. 

It is understood that various changes may be made 
in the construction of the invention as shown, without 
departing from the de?ned scope of the invention, set 
forth by the claims. 

I claim: 
1. A shoe lace keeper adapted to retain laces in a de 

sired tied condition, said keeper comprising a hollow 
member having a pair of lace receiving apertures extend 
ing through the bottom surface thereof and joined to a 
pair of opposed lace receiving slots extending through 
edge surfaces thereof, said hollow member having resilient 
lace engaging means disposed therein and formed from a 
substantially integral length of wire associated with said 
slots and dimensioned so as to frictionally retain end por 
tions of the laces within the said slots to prevent inad 
vertent untying of the lace ends, said keeper having means 
secured to the top surface thereof and adapted to en 
gage the knot of the said tied laces to prevent inadvertent 
movement of the knot relative to the keeper. 

2. A keeper for shoe laces comprising a bottom mem 
ber which is provided with a bottom wall and a bounding 
edge disposed at an angle thereto which is adapted to 
?t on and into the said bottom member, said bottom mem 
ber ‘being provided with lace receiving openings in its 
bottom wall and a top member having lace receiving 
slots in the top wall thereof which extend into the bound 
ing edge thereof so as to permit the laces to be extended 
through said bottom member and tied in a holding knot 
above the top member, said top member having a spring 
latching arm pivoted thereto, the said arm being adapted 
to extend over and against the said laces when tied with 
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said holding knot, and said top member being further 
provided with a keeper element to hold said pivoted latch‘ 
in pressure relation to the tied laces when said latching 
arm is swung thereagainst. 
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