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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A bow and anchor light includes a base section pro 

vided with a depending integrally formed pole coupling 
collar, an upwardly directed transverse partition and 
lamp socket wells positioned along the medial longitu 
dinal axis of the base section on opposite sides of the 
partition. Lamp carrying sockets register with the wells 
and the partition intercepts horizontal dihedral angles 
from the said lamps of 135° and not exceeding 225° 
respectively. Separable cylindrical Fresnel lenses extend 
from the edges of the partition about each of the lamps. 
The lamps are separably energizable so that the device 
may be used as an anchor light or bow light. 

The present invention relates generally to improve 
ments in signal and identi?cation devices and it relates 
particularly to an improved adaptable light particularly 
for marine use. 
A general international navigational requirement for 

many types of marine vessels is that such vessels be pro 
vided with a bow light providing a 20 point forward 
beam; that is, a beam of light of 225°, and an anchor 
light of 32 points; that is, one visible for 360°. The 
practice has been to provide a separate how light and a 
separate anchor light with the associated hardware 
mounts and supports and with separate switch means for 
individually controlling these lights. This arrangement 
possesses many drawbacks and disadvantages. It is awk 
ward, expensive and inconvenient, frequently improperly 
employed, and otherwise leaves much to be desired. 

It is thus a principal object of the present invention 
to provide an improved visual signal device. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
an improved marine signal lamp. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide an improved marine bow and anchor light. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a marine light of the above nature characterized by its 
simplicity, ruggedness, reliability, ease of use and low 
cost. 
The above and other objects of the present invention 

will become apparent from a reading of the following 
description taken in conjunction with the acompanying 
drawing wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a marine lamp 

embodying the present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a top plan view thereof illustrating the 

area of the light beams thereof; 
FIGURE 3 is a top transverse sectional view taken 

along line 3—3 in FIGURE 4; 
FIGURE 4 is a sectional view taken along line 4-4 

in FIGURE 3; and 
FIGURE 5 is a sectional view taken along line 5—5 

in FIGURE 3. 
In a sense, the present invention contemplates the 

provision of a marine signal light comprising a body 
member including a base section and a vertical partition, 
a lamp socket member mounted on said base on each side 
of said partition, a lamp releasably engaged by each of 
said socket members, a vertical cylindrical lens mounted 
on said base and surrounding said lamps, said partition 
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intercepting a rear horizontal dihedral angle from one 
of said lamps of approximately 135° and from the other 
of said lamps of less than 225°, and means for selectively 
energizing said lamps. 

According to a preferred form of the present marine 
light, the base section of the body member includes longi 
tudinally opposite semi-circular sections provided with 
upstanding peripheral lips and the partition projects ver 
tically from the base medial transverse axis. A central 
coupling collar depends from the base and a pair of wells 
is formed in the base on opposite sides of the partition 
in communication with the depending collar. A light 
socket registers with each of the wells and releasably 
engages a bulb in a position whereby the partition inter 
cepts a rear, dihedral angle from each bulb of 135° to 
delineate respective beams of 225°. A cylindrical Fresnel 
lens is disposed in each side of the partition with its lower 
border contiguous to the inner faces of the lip and a clo 
sure cap rests on the upper edges of the partition and 
lens and is releasably secured to the partition. 

Referring now to the drawing, which illustrates a pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention, reference 
numeral 16 generally designates the improved marine 
signal light, a combination bow and anchor light, mounted 
atop a hollow mast 11 of conventional construction and 
located at any desirable position on a boat or ship. Signal 
light 10 comprises a main body member 12 including an 
integrally formed base section 13 and a centrally located 
coupling collar 14 depending from the base section. Base 
section 13 is of approximately oval shape and is provided 
along its peripheral edge with a shallow upstandinc7 lip 
16. Lip 16 is relatively thin along the front and rear 
edges of the base section and relatively heavy along the 
side edges, and delineates a recess 18, including longi 
tudinally spaced opposite semi-circular sections joined 
by parallel transversely spaced longitudinal side edges. 
A medially disposed vertical transverse partition or 

panel 19 is formed integral with base section 13 and is 
directed upwardly therefrom. Panel 19 extends between 
the sides of lip 16 and terminates at its side edges with 
?anges 2t) projecting in a common direction from a face 
of the panel. The opposite faces of panel 19 converge 
upwardly, and a medially disposed vertical rib 21 is 
formed on a face of the panel 19 and is provided at its 
top with a tapped bore 22. 
Formed in base section 13, on opposite sides of and 

symmetrically located relative to panel 19, is a pair of 
vertical wells 23 which communicate at their bottoms 
with opposite sides of coupling collar 14. A bayonet 
type lamp socket 244, of conventional construction, is 
nested in each well 23 and extends downwardly to a level 
above the bottom of the respective well. A pair of electric 
leads 26 extend from the contacts of each socket 24 
through wells 23, collar 14 and mast 11, and may be 
connected through corresponding switches to a battery 
or other source of current to permit the individual selec 
tive energizing of the lamp sockets. An electric light 
bulb 27 having a bayonet type base mating sockets 24 
is releasably engaged by each socket 24 to be selectively 
individually energized therewith. 
As best seen in FIGURE 2 of the drawings, the center 

of each lamp 27 is designated as C, which center is so 
located relative to panel 19 that the dihedral angle be 
tween the center C of each lamp 27 and the side edges of 
the panel 19 is approximately 12 points or 135°. Con 
sequently, the panel-unintercepted light beam from each 
of the lamps 27 is 20 points or 225°, front and rear re 
spectively. 
A cylindrical lens 28 is positioned on opposite sides of 

panel 19. Each lens 28 is of a peripheral shape corre_ 
sponding to ‘the peripheral face of the recess 18 between 
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the side edges of the panel 19. The lower border of each 
lens 28 abuts the inner face of lip 16 and the vertical end 
edges thereof abut the corresponding faces of the panel 
19 and ?anges 20. Lenses 28 are of the Fresnel type, in 
cluding a medial convex section 29 at the level of the 
?lament of the lamp 27, and upper and lower sections 30 
provided with prismatic ridges. 
A closure member or cap 32 overlies the upper edges 

of lenses 28 and partition 19, and includes a depending 
peripheral ?ange 33 which abuts the upper outer borders 
of lenses 28 and is provided with recesses which engage 
the upper ends of ?anges 20. A screw 34 registers with a 
counter-sunk tapped bore 22 in cap 32 and engages the 
tapped bore releasably to lock cap 32 to partition 18 and 
lenses 28 in their assembled position. 
The uses and operation of the marine light 10 are clear 

from the above. The light 10 is positioned on mast 11 in 
any desired location on the boat. When the boat is at an 
chor, both lamps 27 are energized through the leads 26 to 
provide a 32 point or 360° beam. However, when the 
boat is under way, only one of the lamps 27 is energized 
to provide a 20 point or 225° beam as required by con 
vention. Should a bulb burn out, it may be readily 
changed by removing the screw 34 and cap 32 to provide 
access to the lamps 27, the cap and screw being replaced 
following the changing of the burned out bulb 27. 

While ‘there has been described hereinabove and illus 
trated a preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
it is apparent that numerous alterations, omissions and 
additions may be made Without departing from the spirit 
thereof. 

I claim: 
1. A marine signal light comprising a body member 

substantially symmetrical about a longitudinal axis in 
cluding a base section, socket means for mounting said 
base section atop a pole, and an upwardly directed trans 
verse partition, lamp socket members mounted on said 
base section on each side of said partition along said lon 
gitudinal axis, a lamp releasably engaged by each of said 
socket members, a vertical cylindrical lens mounted on 
said base section and surrounding said lamps, said par 
tition intercepting a rear horizontal dihedral angle from 
one of said lamps of approximately 135° and from the 
other of said lamps of less than 225 °, and means for selec 
tively energizing said lamps. 

2. A marine signal light comprising a body member 
substantially symmetrical about a longitudinal axis in 
cluding a base section and a medially located upwardly 
directed transverse partition, a pair of light socket mem 
bers mounted on said base member on opposite sides of 
said partition along said longitudinal axis, a lamp releas 
ably engaged by each of said socket members, a pair of 
symmetrically disposed vertical cylindrical lenses mounted 
on said base section and extending between opposite 
edges of said partition, said partition intercepting a hori 
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zontal dihedral angle from each of said lamps of approxi 
mately 135° and less than about 225° respectively, and 
means for selectively energizing said lamps. 

3. A marine signal light comprising a horizontal base 
member and provided with a depending pole coupling 
collar, a medially located transverse partition projecting 
upwardly from said base member, said base member hav 
ing a pair of wells formed therein spaced on opposite 
sides of said partition along the medial longitudinal axis 
of said base member, an electric lamp socket member 
registering with each of said wells, a lamp releasably en 
gaged by each of said socket members, said partition 

. intercepting a horizontal dihedral angle from each of said 
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lamps of approximately 135° and less than about 225° 
respectively, and a pair of vertical cylindrical lenses dis 
posed on opposite sides of and extending between the 
opposite edges of said partition. 

4. A marine signal light comprising a horizontal base 
member having longitudinally spaced opposite semi-cir 
cular borders provided with upstanding peripheral lips 
and including a medially disposed depending pole cou 
pling collar, a transverse partition projecting upwardly 
from said base member, said base member having a pair 
of wells formed therein spaced on opposite sides of said 
partition along the medial longitudinal axis of said base 
member, an electric lamp socket member registering with 
each of said wells, a lamp releasably engaged by each of 
said socket members, said partition intercepting a hori 
zontal dihedral angle from each of said lamps of approxi 
mately 135° and less than about 225° respectively, and a 
pair of vertical cylindrical lenses disposed on opposite 
sides of and extending between the opposite edges of said 
base member, the bottom borders of said lenses being 
contiguous to the inner faces of said lips, and a top wall 
overlying the upper edges of said lenses and said partition. 

5. The marine signal light of claim 4, wherein said top 
wall is provided with a depending peripheral ?ange which 
is contiguous to the outer upper borders of said lenses. 

6. The marine signal light of claim 4, including means 
for separably securing said top wall to said partition. 

7. The marine signal light of claim 4, wherein said 
lenses are Fresnel lenses. 
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