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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A tissue dispenser having telescoping dispenser body 

sections which together form a box-like enclosure for a 
commercial tissue box and upstanding elements within 
the dispenser body projecting through openings in the 
tissue box and constantly supporting the tissue box and 
the contents thereof, and thereby positioning the con 
tents for ready removal at the top of the dispenser. 

Conventional commercial tissue boxes are generally 
provided with some form of dispensing aid or a packag 
ing arrangement for the tissues which is intended to 
facilitate the removal of each tissue through a top open 
ing or slot in the box. Various well-known arrangements 
are available. None of these tissue dispensing containers 
has proved to be entirely satisfactory and the facial tis 
sues of certain manufacturers are dii?cult to remove from 
the cardboard box particularly after partial depletion of 
the supply in the box. The conventional packages are 
annoying to use and frequently it is almost impossible 
to obtain a single tissue from the supply’ without wrinkling 
and disturbing the remainder of the contents. , 

Generally, it is the objective of this invention to over 
come the above di?iculties without increasing the cost of 
the basic product through the provision of a simpli?ed 
dispensing aid, to be used in conjunction with any con 
ventional cardboard tissue box from almost any Well 
known manufacturer and requiring only a minor modi 
?cation of the box which can be accomplished economi 
cally during manufacturing. 7 ‘ 

More speci?cally, the object of the invention is to 
provide a dispenser which houses the tissue box and uti 
lizes gravity to constantly elevate the tissue supply to 
ward the top of the box and the outlet opening, as the 
supply is depleted. The box is slightly modi?ed to coact 
with the dispenser structure and the modi?cation of the, 
box is such that the tissue box may be used with the‘ 
invention or without it, as desired. , 

Another object is to provide a dispenser of the above 
mentioned character which can be inexpensively manu— 
factured and which will enhance the sale and useage of 
tissues. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
apparent during the course of the following detailed de 
scription. 

In the accompanying drawings forming a part of this 
application and in which like numerals are employed to 
designate like parts throughout the same, 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective vview of a commercial tissue 

box, slightly modi?ed to coact with the invention, partly 
broken away; 
FIGURE 2 is an exploded perspective view of the in 

vention and an associated tissue box; 
FIGURE 3A is a fragmentary vertical section through 

the assembled invention and tissue box with substantially 
a full supply of tissues in the box; 
FIGURE 3B is a view similar to FIGURE 3A and 

showing the invention when the supply of tissues is partly 
depleted; 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of the body portion of 
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a modi?ed form of the dispenser for use with a tissue 
box; 
FIGURE 5A is a fragmentary vertical section through 

the assembled modi?ed form with substantially a full 
tissue box in place within the dispenser; 
FIGURE 5B is a similar view of the invention when 

the tissue supply in the box has been substantially de 
pleted;_and 
FIGURES 6 and 7 are vdiagrammatic views showing 

further modi?cations of the-invention. 
In the drawings, wherein for the purpose of illus 

tration are shown preferred embodiments of the inven 
tion, attention is directed ?rst to FIGURES 1 through 3B 
illustrating one preferred form. In these ?gures, the nu 
meral 10 designates a commercial rectangular cardboard 
facial tissue box having a supply 11 of facial tissues 
therein to be dispensed through an opening or slot 12 in' 
the top of the box 10. The bottom wall 13 of the box 10, 
as shown in FIGURE 1, is provided near the four cor 
ners of the box with preferably circular knock-outs 14 
which are easily formed by perforated lines 15 during 
the manufacturing of the tissue box. If the box 10 is to be 
used conventionally without the remainder of the inven 
tion, the knock-outs 14 are simply allowed to remain in 
place integral with the bottom wall 13. When used with 
the invention dispenser, the knock-outs are easily sepa 
rated from the bottom wall of the box to form relatively 
large openings 16 through the bottom wall, as shown in 
the drawings. 
The box 10 is also equipped beneath the tissue supply 

11 with a relatively stiff cardboard follower plate 17 
whose marginal dimensions are somewhat smaller than 
the marginal dimensions of the box so that the plate 17 
will not bind. This follower plate assures even upward 
feeding of the tissue supply during use, as will be more 
fully described. ' 

Referring to FIGURES 2 through 3B, the dispenser 
includes an open top rectangular box-like body portion 
18 having a ?at bottom wall 19 and being formed of 
plastic, sheet metal, ?breboard, or any other su?iciently 
rigid material. Near and inwardly of the four corners 
of the body portion 18, upright compressible coil springs 
20 are suitably ?xedly attached to the bottom‘wall 19, 
and these springs are in alignment'with and adapted to 
'be received by the bottom wall openings 16 of the tissue 
box 10. The springs 20 may be wire springs or plastic 
springs and they may be clipped to the bottom wall 19 
or attached in any conventional manner. The springs 
are relatively soft but have su?icient tension to expand 
and feed the tissues upwardly in the dispenser during use. 
The dispenser further comprises an open bottom rec 

tangular top cover 21 formed of the same material as 
the body portion 18 and adapted to engage ‘over the body 
portion telescopically in assembly, as shown in FIGURES 
3A and 3B. This top cover is provided with a'slot 2-2 in 

‘ registry with the slot 12 of the tissue box so that the 
individual tissues may be withdrawn through the top of 
the dispenser. ' 

FIGURES 3A and 3B show the assembled relation 
ship of the dispenser parts and tissue box during use. 
FIGURE 3A illustrates the condition where a substan 
tially full box of tissues is inside of the dispenser and 
the springs 20 are compressed to receive the full‘ box. 
The tops of the springs project, through the clearance 
openings 16 ‘and engage the, stiff follower plate 17 ‘be 
neath the tissue supply in the box. The weight of the 
dispenser top cover 21 may be made su?icient to prevent 
the entire tissue box from rising under the in?uence of 
the springs or, if preferred and necessary, there may be 
a friction ?t between the cover 21 and body portion 18 
or a simple resilient detent, not shown, to maintain the 
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parts in assembled relationship until their release is 
desired. 
FIGURE 3B illustrates the condition of the dispenser 

when a substantial number of tissues have been dis 
pensed. The springs 20 have expanded and are feeding 
the follower 17 and the remaining tissue supply upwardly 
toward the outlet slot 12 and the top cover 21 still pre 
vents the entire box from rising with the springs and 
maintains the parts in their proper assembled relation 
ship. In this manner, the partially depleted tissue box 
continues to function like a new box completely ?lled 
with tissue, and it is well known that the mentioned 
difliculties concerning the removal of tissues arises 
principally when the supply becomes depleted. The in_ 
vention facilitates the easy removal of tissues down to 
the very last one or two in the supply. 
The empty ‘box 10 is easily removed from the dispenser 

and a full box may replace it after the knock-outs 14 
are removed. 
FIGURES 4 through 53 show a modification of the 

invention involving the identical tissue box 10 and the 
identical dispenser top cover 21, which parts need not 
again be described. .In FIGURE 4, the dispenser body 
portion 23 is similar to the body portion 18 but the 
springs 20 are dispensed with and in their places rigid 
upright post elements 24 are rigidly secured to the bottom 
wall 25 of the dispenser body portion in proper spaced 
relation to register with and pass through the openings 
16 of the dispenser box 10. FIGURE 4 illustrates the 
post elements as being integral with the bottom wall 25. 
As a further slight modi?cation, FIGURES 5A and 5B, 
the post elements 24 may be rigidly secured at their 
bottoms to a separately formed plate 26 or false bottom 
which rests removably on the bottom wall of the dis 
penser body portion. The advantage of the arrangement 
in FIGURES 5A and 5B resides in the fact that the dis~ 
penser may still be used with conventional tissue boxes 
which do not have the feature of the knock-outs 14 or 
openings 16. In such a case, the false bottom 26 with 
post elements 24 is simply lifted from the dispenser body 
portion and the same may receive a conventional tissue 
box for conventional dispensing of tissues. However, this 
arrangement will not possess the advantages afforded by 
the invention dispenser utilizing the springs 20 or the 
post elements 24. 
FIGURES 5A and 5B also illustrate the use or opera 

tion of the invention with the rigid post elements 24 
regardless of whether the same are integral with the 
bottom wall 25 or carried by the false bottom 26. In 
either case, the post elements 24 are received by the 
openings 16 in the bottom of the tissue box 10 and engage 
the follower plate 17 to feed the tissue supply upwardly 
against the top wall of the box at all times during the 
dispensing of the tissue supply. The mode of operation 
is essentially the same and both forms of the invention 
utilize gravity in conjunction with a member which en 
gages the follower plate 17 through the openings 16 to 
constantly feed the tissues upwardly. As shown in FIG 
URE 5A, when the solid or rigid post elements 24 are 
used, the initial assembly of the dispenser is of greater 
height than when springs are used because the post 
elements cannot yield. As shown in FIGURE 53, the 
height of the assembly decreases gradually as the tissues 
are dispensed from the box. When springs are used, FIG 
URES 3A and 3B, the overall height of the assembly 
remains the same at all times. It is simply a matter of 
choice and preference as to whether the springs or solid 
post elements are employed. 
FIGURES 6 and 7 of the drawings depict diagram 

matically further slight modi?cations. In FIGURE 6, a 
tissue box 10’ is shown provided in its bottom Wall 13’ 
with a single central large opening 16' instead of the 
four openings 16 formed by the knock-outs 14 in FIG 
URE 1. The arrangement in FIGURE 6 allows the utili 
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4 
zation of one large diameter spring or solid post element 
in lieu of the four shown in the other embodiments. 
FIGURE 7 shows an arrangement wherein a tissue box 

10a is equipped in its 'bottom with a pair of spaced open 
ings 16a, permitting use of a pair of springs or post ele 
ments. Obviously, substantially any desired number or 
arrangement of knock-outs may be provided in the tissue 
box for this purpose and the invention is not restricted to 
any particular number or arrangement of openings, springs 
or post elements. Also, the shape of the openings 16 may 
be varied. For example, the openings may be rectangular, 
if preferred, just as long as there is su?icient clearance 
for the springs or post elements. Additionally, the shapes 
of the springs or the solid post elements may be varied 
under the invention. Either the smaller type springs or the 
larger single spring may be cylindrical, as shown, or coni 
cal tapering upwardly from a largest coil at the bottom to 
a smallest coil at the top. 

It should now be apparent, without further description, 
that means are provided to assist in the dispensing of tis 
sues from a tissue box throughout the life of the supply 
in the box. The last tissue in the supply can be removed 
just as readily as the ?rst tissue and the mentioned prob 
lems concerned with removing tissues from conventional 
boxes has been entirely overcome. The dispeneser means 
is basically a simple gravity-operated means utilizing the 
weight of the tissue box and the dispenser cover in opposi 
tion to the weight of the tissue supply and follower 17. 
As the tissues are dispensed from the top of the stack or 
supply in all forms of the invention, gravity causes the 
cover 21 and the box 10 to move downwardly while the 
springs 20 or post elements 24 constantly support the 
tissue supply and hold it upwardly against the top of the 
box 10. As stated previously, the purpose of using springs 
instead of solid post elements is merely to enable the total 
assembly to maintain a uniform overall height as in FIG 
URES 3A and 3B in contrast to the arrangement in FIG 
URES 5A and 53 where the overall height varies. 

It is to be understood that the forms of the invention 
herewith shown and described are to be taken as pre 
ferred examples of the same, and that various changes in 
the shape, size and arrangement of parts may be re 
sorted to, without departing from the spirit of the inven— 
tion or scope of the subjoined claims. 

I claim: 
1. A dispenser for facial tissues or the like comprising 

in combination an interior tissue box containing a stack 
of tissues to be dispensed and having at least one bot 
tom wall opening, upper and lower vertically telescoping 
dispenser body sections enclosing the tissue ‘box and to 
gether constituting an exterior {box-like dispenser body, 
the lower dispenser body section adapted to rest on a level 
supporting surface, and at least one upstanding element on 
the bottom wall of the lower dispenser body section 
projecting through said opening in the bottom wall of the 
tissue box, the top of the upstanding element bearing 
against the bottom of the tissue stack and continually 
biasing the stack upwardly into contact with the top wall 
of the tissue box and also maintaining contact between 
the top walls of the tissue box and upper dispenser body 
section as the tissue stack is diminished from the top there 
of, the top walls of the tissue box and upper dispenser 
‘body section having registering slots through which the 
tissues are withdrawn, the tissue box and tissues being 
bodily supported within the dispenser body solely by the 
upstanding element. 

2. A dispenser for facial tissues or the like accord 
ing to claim 1, and a follower plate within the tissue box 
beneath the tissue stack and engaging the top of the up 
standing element. 

3. A dispenser for facial tissues or the like according 
to claim 1, and wherein the upstanding element is resilient 
so that it may expand upwardly gradually as the tissue 
stack is diminished from the top, and the combined weights 
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